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‘Great  evil  in  our  society’  attacked 


be  poll  issue, 
says  Hume 

By  Rkjth  Gledhill  and  Andrew  Pierce 


CARDINAL  BASIL  HUME 
wiO  tomorrow  put  abortion 
firmly  on  the  election  agenda 
when  he  describes  it  as  a 
“great  evfl**  in  his  strongest 
condemnation  so  far  on  the 
issue 

The  intervention  by  die 
spiritual  leader  of  the  4.4 
million  Roman  Catholics  in 
England  and  Wales  will  en¬ 
courage  the  further  mobilis¬ 
ation  of  anti-abortion 
supporters,  who  have  pledged 
to  turn  it  into  a  vital  electron 
issue. 

Cardinal  Hume,  in  an  inter¬ 
view  to  be  broadcast  tomor¬ 
row.  defends  the  right  of 
church  leaders  to  engage  in 
politics.  He  says  that  they 
were  neglecting  their  God- 
given  respahsfintity  if  they  fail 
to  do  so.In  the  interview  far 
GMTVs  Sunday,  he  says: 
“There  are  some  things  which 
are  dearly  good.  There  are 
some  things  which  are  clearly 
evil.” 

One  example  of  wfl  was 
abortion.  There'S  no  way  m 
which  the  church  will  change 
its  altitude  towards  that  And  I 
think  in  future  generations 
we’ll  be  pleased  that  some¬ 
body  has  stood  very  firm  on 
that  issue.  I  am  quite  con¬ 
vinced  that  abortion  is  a  great 
evil  in  our  society  and  really 
unworthy  of  a  civilised 
society." 

Up  to  SO  MPS  may  face  a 
challenge  from  anti-abortion- 
ists  in  next  year’s  general 
deafen.  The  Pro-Life  Afliance, 


Hume:  church  will  not 
change  its  attitude 

which  will  be  entitled  to  one 
party  political  broadcast,  last 
night  welcomed  the  cardinal’s 
comments.  The  organisation, 
which  has  secured  fending  to 
open  offices  in  London,  the 
Midlands  and  Scotland,  has 
picked  more  than  a  dozen 
candidates,  including  one 
Muslim: 

Professor  Jack  Scarisbrick, 
ffie  national  chairman  of  life, 
the  anti-abortion  charity, 
which  is  backing  the  election 
effort,  said:  The  support  of 
Cardinal  Hume  will  give  a 
flying  start  to  our  general 
electron  campaign.  It  vml  help 
to  ensure  that  for  the  first  time, 
as  in  the  United  States,  a 
person’s  view  on  abortions  is 
an  electron  issue  and  could 
cost  him  or  her  their  seat" 

The  comments  from  Cardi¬ 
nal  Hume  will  revive  charges 
of.  hypocrisy  against  Tony 


Blair,  the  Labour  leader,  who 
has  never  voted  against  abor¬ 
tion  in  the  Commons  but 
professes  his  personal  opposi¬ 
tion  to  it. 

Mr  Blair's  stance  was  sin¬ 
gled  cut  for  criticism  by  Cardi¬ 
nal  Thomas  Winning,  the 
leader  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Scotland,  who  ac¬ 
cused  him  of  “washing  his 
hands”  of  abortion.  Last  year 
there  were  170,000  abortions 
in  Britain  down  from  a  peak  of 
almost  200,000  in  1990. 

Mr  Blair's  aides  fear  that  he 
Is  becoming  the  target  of  an 
Anierican-style  campaign 
waged  by  single-issue  zealots, 
who  have  latched  an  to  Cardi¬ 
nal  Winning's  criticism.  John 
Major  has  voted  against  abor¬ 
tion  in  the  past  and  die  Tory 
Government  reduced  the  limit 
on  which  abortions  can  be 
obtained  from  28  to  24  weeks 
unless  there  are  exceptional 
circumstances. 

Cardinal  Hume  is  speaking 
od  only  weeks  after  the  Catho¬ 
lic  bishops  issued  their  docu¬ 
ment.  The  Common  Good, 
which  argued  that  voters 
could  look  favourably  on  a 
candidate  whose  general  plat¬ 
form  was  in  line  with  Catholic 
social  teaching  even  if  they 
differed  with  it  on  a  single 
issue.  It  was  condemned  by 
anti-abortion  groups  and  seen 
as .  pro-Labour.  Cardinal 
Hume  said  he  felt  moved  to 
speak  after  3^00  frozen  em¬ 
bryos  were  destroyed  in 

Continued  on  page  Z  coll 


_ _ ANDf _ 

mmmimm 


ANDRfi  CAMARA 


Crowds  of  shoppers  pack  Oxford  Street  yesterday  as  the  post-Christmas  safes  began.  Banks,  stores  and  travel  firms  reported  record  business. 

Feel-good  factor  returns  with  the  sales 


ByEmmaWtuons 

THE  return  of  consumer  con¬ 
fidence  was  confirmed  yester¬ 
day  as  department  stores  and 
shopping  centres  reported  a 
record  start  to  the  post- 
Christmas  sales. 

There  was  further  good 
news  when  the  Nationwide 
Building  Society  said  900.000 
households  bad  been  freed 
from  negative  equity  thanks  to 
rising  prices  in  1996.  There  are 
now  800,000  with  negative 
equity,  down  from  1.7  million 


at  the  end  of  1995.  It  expects 
house  prices,  which  increased 
by  85  per  cent  nationally  in 
1996,  to  rise  by  a  further  7  per 
cent  in  1997.  Prices  in  Greater 
London  and  the  South  East 
have  risen  10  per  cent  in  the 
past  12  months. 

Yesterday,  Selfridges  in 
London  said  its  sales  were  tip 
between  10-15  per  cent  on  the 
same  day  last  year.  In  Shef¬ 
field.  the  Meadowhall  Shop¬ 
ping  Centre  was  preparing  for 
a  record  150.000  customers. 

Despite  snow  in  much  of 


Britain,  shoppers  were  queue¬ 
ing.  Many  said  they  wanted  to 
buy  designer  clothes  as  store 
managers  reported  a  return  to 
the  mid-1980s  “love  of  the 
label”  phenomenon. 

One  of  the  most  popular 
bargains  this  year  is  package 
holidays,  according  to  travel 
agents  and  tour  operators. 
Bookings  are  up  30  per  cent  on 
last  year,  with  bargains  of  up 
to  25  per  cent  off. 

The  scale  of  the  return  of 
confidence  was  apparent  from 
record  amounts  of  money 


withdrawn  from  cashpoint 
machines  over  the  holidays. 

NatWest  said  dial  on  De¬ 
cember  24.  a  record  £7Z5 
million  was  withdrawn  —  a 
third  up  on  last  year.  A  total  of 
17  million  credit  and  debit 
card  authorisations  were  re¬ 
corded  on  Christmas  Eve  — 
the  equivalent  of  80  a  second. 

Vittorio  Radios,  the  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  Selfridges,  said: 
“In  the  first  four  hours  we 
served  1Z000  customers  and 
there  were  800  in  the  queue 
when  the  doors  opened. 


“Consumer  confidence  is 
coming  back  because  every¬ 
one  feels  good  ar  the  moment. 
The  economy  is  going  well, 
people  hare  got  secure  jobs 
and  they  are  feeling  like 
spending  money." 

In  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
one  family  began  queueing  for 
the  sales  on  Christmas  Eve. 
Malcolm  Kidd.  38.  took  it  in 
turns  with  his  cousin  to  sit 
outside  Barker  &  Stonehouse’s 
department  store  to  buy  a 
£2,000  three-piece  suite  re¬ 
duced  to  £99. 


Yachtsman  tells 
of  hunt  ter  Mend 

The-  British  yachtsman  who 
rescueda  fellow  competitor  in 
a  ramd-tbe-wnid  race  dnr- 
tngterribfe  storms  has  spoken 
of  fas  refief  at  finding  him 
afive. 

.  Pde  GosssaBed  more  than 
150huks  off  hi£  course  to  find 
RspfeaeT  Dmeffi,  who  was 
fighting  hypothermia  after 
sitfiog  in  Ins  fiferafi  for  36 
boots — — ^ Page  3 

£2.6m  payoffs  in 
dectricitydeal 

Directors  of  Northern  Electric 

wifi  store  almost  fZfl  iralfion 
in  payo&s  and.  options  after 
the  company's  £782  nuDum 
takeover  by  CE  Electric,  of 
America:  The  payments  will 
increase  to  more  than  £225 
imQkmthe  vriodM  due  to 
atffity.ohrefs  after  successful 
takeover  bids - . - Page  23 
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Kremlin  cleaning  lady  dishes 
the  dirt  on  Russia’s  leaders 


From  Richard  Bejeston  in  Moscow 


THE  most  experienced  mover 
along  the  Kremlin*  treacher¬ 
ous  corridors  of  power  has 
broken  her  silence  after  60 
years  to  reveal  what  many 
Russians  had  king  suspected 
—  that  despots  and  democrats 
are  not  that  different  once  in 
office. 

According  to  Polina 
Mafinkina.  who  has  been  a 
deaner  at  the  Kremlin  since 
1937.  the  country’s  political 
elite  can  be  easOy  divided  into 
two  groups  —  those  who  wipe 
their  feet  and  those  who  do 
noL 

After  years  of  dutiful  service 
shovelling  snow,  emptying 
bins  and  cleaning  floors  the 
wiry  80-year-old  has  conclud¬ 
ed  that,  by  and  large,  the 
Kremlin’s  leaders  are  “not  a 
bad  bunch"  and  that  Stalin 
was  one  .  of  her  favourite 


“He  was  so  small  and  so 
kind.”  she  told  the 
Komsomolskaya  Pravda 


“I  used  to  weed 
the  flower  beds.  He  would 
come  out  and  sit  on  the  steps  to 
smoke  a  pipe.  The  security 
people  would  try  to  shoo  me 
away,  but  Stalin  would  say  ‘do 
not  bother  Polya,  let  her  get  cm 
with  her  weeding." 

“He  looked  at  me  in  such  a 
kind  way.  Sometimes  there 
were  tears  in  his  eyes.  He 
cared  about  the  common 
people.  When  I  hear  gossip 
about  the  repressions,  all  I  can 
say  is  that  f  did  not  see 
anything,  and  that  is  die 
truth,"  she  said.  Mrs 
Malinkina  said  that  her  only 
disappointment  .  with  the 
Soviet  dictator  was  because  of 
the  desecration  of  cathedrals. 

As  for  Stalin's  notorious 
advisers,  she  said  that 
Vyacheslav  Molotov,  the  for¬ 
eign  minister  who  concluded 
the  secret  pact  with  Hitler, 
was  by  for  the  tidiest  and  that 
the  only  things  she  had  to 
dear  from  his  office  were 


bottles  of  imported  wine  and 
champagne. 

Lavrenti  Beria,  Stalin’s 
murderous  secret  police  chief, 
was  by  far  the  messiest  “I  had 
the  biggest  problems  with 
Lavrenti  Palicn  [Beria],  Every¬ 
thing  he  wrote  he  would  tear 
up  into,  the  tiniest  pieces  or  cut 
into  shreds  with  scissors. 
Those  were  the  days  before  the 
vacuum  deaner,  so  I  would 
have  to  pick  up  every  scrap  by 
hand.  He  was  a  strange 
character." 

Although  she  left  sorry  for 
Leonid  Brezhnev  and  admit¬ 
ted  that  she  cried  when  he 
died,  she  had  little  sympathy 
for  Nikita  Khrushchev,  espe¬ 
cially  after  he  ordered  part  of 
the  Kremlin  destroyed  for  a 
conference  hall. 

Mrs  Malinkina  had  nothing 
to  say  about  the  brief  Kremlin 
tenures  of  the  late  Soviet 
leaders  Konstantin 

Chernenko  and  Yuri  Androp¬ 
ov,  and  reserved  commenting 


about  Mikhail  Gorbachev, 
because  she  was  not  assigned 
to  deaning  his  floor  at  the 
Kremlin.  As  for  her  current 
boss,  she  said  that  she  was 
forbidden  from  discussing 
President  Yeltsin’s  notorious 
drinking  habits,  but  did  say 
that  he  was  “not  a  very  stable 
person”  but  otherwise  “not  a 
bad  man”.  She  admitted  that 
she  did  vote  for  him  in  last 
summer’s  presidential  elec¬ 
tions,  that  he  was  secretly  a 
God-fearing  man  and  that  he 
never  failed  to  greet  her  when 
they  met  in  the  Kremlin. 

Since  Mrs  Malinkina  and 
Mr  Yeltsin  are  the  only  two 
people  in  Russia  who  do  not 
.  have  to  show  a  pass  to  get  into 
the  Kremlin,  she  was  asked 
who  ultimately  carried  more 
authority.  ’’Boris 

Nikolayevich  [Ydtsin]  deans 
Russia  and  I  dean  the  Krem¬ 
lin,”  she  said.  “It  is  hard  to  say 
who  is  better.  He  has  more  to 
dean  —  it  is  a  bigger  job." 


From  left.  Brezhnev  cried  when  he  died”),  Beria  [“messy").  Mis  Malinkina,  Molotov  (“tidy*)  and  Stalin  fso  kind") 


Tories  plan 
computer 
training  for 
all  adults 

By  Andrew  Pierce 
and  Jill  Sherman 

JOHN  MAJOR  will  announce 
plans  in  the  new  year  to  offer 
every  adult  in  the  countiy  free 
computer  training  in  a  deal 
with  some  of  the  biggest 
private  sector  companies. . 

The  pledge  will  be  one  of 
new  ideas  in  the  Tory  Party 
election  manifesto,  which  is 
dose  to  completion.  Mr  Major 
plans  to  break  with  tradition 
and  reveal  his  election  pitch  in 
January  rather  than  wait  for 
the  publication  of  the  manifes¬ 
to  at  the  general  election. 

The  move  is  intended  to 
show  that  the  Tories  have  not 
run  out  of  steam  after  17  years 
in  power  and  to  try  to  regain 
the  initiative  from  Labour, 
which  is  still  far  ahead  in  the 
opinion  polls. 

Under  the  computer  train¬ 
ing  initiative  every  person 
above  school-leaving  age  will 
be  offered  a  voucher  which 
they  can  exchange  for  free 
training  in  information  tech¬ 
nology.  The  idea  has  been 
drawn  up  by  a  cabinet  com¬ 
mittee,  chaired  by  Viscount 
Cran  borne,  which  was  set  up 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to 
examine  IT.  The  Downing 
Street  policy  unit  has  enthusi- 
astically  embraced  the 
scheme. 

Tfte  Cabinet  Office  and  the 
Department  of  Trade  and 

Industry  are  co-ordinating 
continued  on  page  2,  coll 
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Trial  in  Dhahran  could  take  place  within  days 


Family  pleads  for  nurse 
accused  over  murder 


By  Russell  Jenkins 
and  Michael  Bint  on 

THE  parents  and  brother  of 
one  of  the  British  nurses 
faring  public  execution  In 
Saudi  Arabia  described  their 
anguish  yesterday  as  "every 
family's  nightmare". 

The  British  consul  plans  to 
visit  Lucille  McLauchlan.  31. 
from  Dundee,  and  Deborah 
Parry.  41,  from  the  Midlands, 
early  next  week  in  the  wom¬ 
en’s  prison  in  Dhahran  with  a 
list  of  lawyers  prepared  to 
represent  them. 

Miss  McLauchlan  has  con¬ 
vinced  her  parents  of  her 
innocence  in  a  series  of  brief 
telephone  calls.  Stan  and  Ann 
McLauchlan  looked  dis¬ 
traught  and  tearful  at  a  press 
conference  in  Dundee  as  they 
listened  to  their  son  John,  28, 
express  their  hope  that  she 
should  be  allowed  to  return 
home. 

Both  woman  are  charged 
with  murdering  Yvonne 
Gilford,  55.  an  Australian 
theatre  nurse  at  King  Fahd 
Military  Medical  College 
where  all  three  worked.  They 
could  face  execution  by  public 
beheading  if  they  are  found 
guilty  in  an  Islamic  court. 

He  said:  "As  you  can  imag¬ 
ine.  the  last  few  days  have 
been  absolute  hell  for  my 
family.  We  have  spoken  to 
Lucy  very  briefly  on  the  phone 
and  she  has  assured  us  of  her 
innocence.  We  are  obviously 
worried  sick  about  her  situa¬ 
tion  and  are  making  efforts  to 
secure  the  very  best  legal 
representation  for  Lucy." 

TTie  family  spoke  of  their 
fears  as  a  senior  British  bar¬ 
rister  offered  to  send  experi¬ 
enced  legal  counsel  to  Saudi 
Arabia  to  act  as  legal  observ¬ 
ers.  Nicholas  Stewart  QC. 
chairman  of  The  Bar  Human 
Rights  Committee,  said  that 
lawyers  could  be  in  place  at 
short  notice. 

"Having  a  daughter  held  in 
a  foreign  prison  is  every 
family's  nightmare  and  media 
speculation  about  the  possible 
outcome  has  made  this  a  very 
harrowing  experience  for  my 
family."  said  Mr  Mc¬ 
Lauchlan. 

“We  have-been  told  by  Lucy 
that  she  has  been  treated  well 
by  the  Saudi  authorities  but 


Hume  attack  on  abortion 


Continued  from  page  I 
July  under  human  fertilisation 
and  embryology  legislation. 
The  tragedy  of  Dunblane  had 
caused  further  reflection  on 
violence  in  socierv. 

He  calls  for  a  rediscovery  of 
religion  by  society.  "So  often 
when  people  discuss  religion, 
and  think  about  it.  their  minds 
go  to  the  institution  or  to  the 
clergy .  If  they  go  a  little  deeper 
than  that  they’  sec  it  in  terms  of 
sodai  action,  they  see  it  in 
terms  of  keeping  rules.  They 
see  it  also  as  the  realisation  of 
a  certain  ideal." 

Cardinal  Hume  does  not 
refer  to  the  electoral  challenge 
being  prepared  by  the  Pro-Life 
Alliance,  some  of  whose 
funding  has  come  from 
Mohamed  Al  Fayed,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  Harrods. 


Among  the  prominent  MPs 
likely  to  face  a  challenge 
include  Labour  frontbenchers 
Paul  Boateng,  Mo  Mowlam. 
Clare  Short  and  the  Labour 
candidate  Barbara  Follen. 
Last  month  a  14-year-old 
schoolgirl  refused  to  receive  a 
prize  from  Ms  Folletl  because 
of  her  strong  support  for 
abortion. 

The  Tories  will  also  encoun¬ 
ter  difficulties.  Prominent  pro- 
choice  supporters  include 
Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chancel¬ 
lor.  Virginia  Bortomley.  the 
Heritage  Secretary  and  Sir 
Nicholas  Lvell.  the  Attorney- 
General. 

Jane  Roe.  the  coordinator  nf 
the  Pro-Choice  Alliance,  said: 
"Cardinal  Hume’s  uommems 
merely  serve  to  encourage 
extremists  who  arc  planning 


to  rum  abolition  into  an 
election  issue.  He  is  helping  to 
do  that.  Abortion  should  be  a 
private  matter  between  a  doc¬ 
tor  and  the  woman.  It  has  no 
place  on  the  hustings.” 

Cardinal  Hume,  in  his  in¬ 
terview.  says  that  he  he  was 
not  surprised  at  the  political 
reaction  to  The  Com/non 
Good  document,  which  had 
been  interpreted  by  some  as 
sympathetic  to  Labour  social 
policy.  He  said:  “It  was  an 
excellent  examination  of  con¬ 
science  for  everybody  in  polit¬ 
ical  life." 

The  idea  that  irwas  a  kind  uf 
Labour  Party  manifesto  was 
wrung,  he  said.  "It  was  miles 
from  thaL  No.  this  was  an 
attempt  to  sum  up  the  last  100 
years  of  Catholic  social 
teaching." 


Computer  training  for  all  planned 


Continued  from  page  I 
government  action  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  computer  giams 
such  as  Microsoft.  British 
Telecom  and  Dixons. 

Training  will  be  offered 
through  outlets  uf  these  com¬ 
panies  or  further  education 
centres  and  the  scheme  will 
have  a  minimal  cost  to  the 


taxpayer.  Mr  Major  believes 
that  the  proposals  will  our- 
flank  the  Labour  Party,  which 
has  developed  links  with  Brit¬ 
ish  Telecom  to  provide  a 
computer  in  every  school. 

"We  dunT  think  the  children 
are  so  important.  They  are 
already  computer  literate.  We 
are  tar  gening  every  adult."  a 


Downing  Street  source  said. 

Mr  Major  is  spending  the 
recess  finalising  a  number  of 
policy'  ideas  which  he  can 
unveil  during  January  and 
February,  rather  than  waiting 
for  the  manifesto  launch 
which  is  normally  held  after 
the  stan  of  the  official  three- 
week  election  campaign. 


Stan  and  Ann  McLauchlan  are  convinced  of  their  daughter's  innocence  and  are 
trying  to  arrange  defence  lawyers  in  an  attempt  to  end  “every  family's  nightmare” 


we  are  naturally  concerned 
about  her  welfare.” 

Both  women  have  been 
allowed  to  return  to  their 
apartments  to  collect  personal 
belongings  and  bedding.  Later 
unspecified  nursing  sources  in 
Dhahran.  quoted  by  a  Scottish 
news  agency,  claimed  that 
Miss  McLauchlan  had  been 
browbeaten  into  signing  a 
confession.  The  two  women 
were  subjected  to  five  days  of 
questioning  in  the  absence  of 
lawyers  and  told  that  they 
could  go  home  if  they  signed. 

It  also  quoted  an  unnamed 
journalist  in  Saudi  Arabia 
claiming  that  Miss  Mc¬ 
Lauchlan  had  been  charged 
with  being  an  accessory  to 


murder  and  has  not  been 
accused  of  stabbing  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  nurse  or  Kitting  her 
with  a  hammer. 

Defence  lawyers  enjoy  only 
limited  rights  m  Saudi  Arabi¬ 
an  courts,  which  are  based 
entirely  on  the  Sharia,  Islamic 
jurisprudence  interpreted 
strictly  according  to  Koranic 
tradition.  They  may  not  even 
be  allowed  to  appear  before 
the  three  Sharia  judges  who 
will  decide  die  nurses’  fate. 
They  certainly  will  not  be 
allowed  to  cross-examine  wit¬ 
nesses  in  any  meaningful  way. 

There  is  no  guarantee  that 
either  the  Lawyers  or  the 
women  will  know  when  the 
prison  guards  will  come  for 


the  women  to  bring  them 
before  the  court.  The  trial  may 
take  place  within  days.  Once 
hefore  the  court,  the  mullahs 
have  only  one  .option  before 
them  if  the  women  are  found 
guilty:  a  death  sentence,  most 
likely  carried  out  as  a  public 
beheading. 

Murder  is  punishable  by 
death,  but  the  victim’s  next  of 
kin  has  the  ultimate  decision 
whether  to  enforce  the  penalty 
or  whether  to  allow  a  convict¬ 
ed  murderer  to  go  free  — 
usually  after  the  payment  of 
compensation,  so  called 
“blood  money".  The  victim’s 
family  indicated  again  last 
night  that  they  are  not  intend¬ 
ing  to  seek  clemency. 


Tory  attacked  for  planning 
to  work  as  ‘part-time’  MP 


By  a  Staff  Reporter 

LABOUR  has  denounced  Ar¬ 
chie  Norman,  the  chairman  of 
Asda  and  a  Conservative  par¬ 
liamentary  candidate,  for 
claiming  that  being  a 
backbench  MP  is  not  a  full¬ 
time  job.  Mr  Norman  made 
the  remark  after  stating  that 
he  wished  to  remain  as  part- 
time  chairman  of  the 
superstore  group,  if  passihle. 
far  three  years. 

Brian  Wilson.  whn  is  co¬ 
ordinating  Labour's  national 
election  campaign,  said  that 
those  who  voted  for  Mr  Nor¬ 
man,  who  is  to  fight  the  safe 
Tory  war  of  Tunbridge  Wells, 
would  be  “short-changed". 

Mr  Norman.  42.  who  is 
married  with  one  daughter, 
said  in  a  newspaper  interview 
last  week:  "Being  a  backbench 
MP  is  nut  a  full-time 
occupation." 

Mr  Wilson  said:  "This  is  a 
remarkable  illustration  of  how 
the  Tories  intend  to  approach 
the  ncx:  Parliament.  Perhaps 
ihe  Tory  chairman.  Dr  Brian 
Mawhinncy,  should  say  if  this 
doctrine  or.  backbench  work- 
rate  is  to  he  ihe  general  rule 


Norman:  hopes  to 
continue  at  Asda 

for  Tory  candidates.  Must 
MPs  find  that  oonstituency 
and  parliamentary  work  add 
up  to  something  more  than  a 
full-time  job.  The  idea  that  you 
can  also  run  a  grocery  chain  is 
bizarre." 

This  year.  MPs  got  more 
than  20  weeks’  holiday,  with  a 
12-week  summer  recess,  al¬ 
though  most  daim  that  the}’ 
work  on  constituency  matters 
when  the  House  is  not  sitting. 


Dudley  Fishbum,  Conserva¬ 
tive  MP  for  Kensington,  re¬ 
cently  announced  that  he  was 
stepping  down  ar  the  general 
election,  claiming  that  there 
was  not  enough  work  to 
employ  651  MPs.  and  that 
there  should  be  fewer. 

Many  MPs  do  other  paid 
work  as  well  as  representing 
their  constituents.  However, 
Teresa  Gorman.  Conservative 
MP  for  Billericay.  claimed  to 
work  90  hours  a  week  "out  of 
hours"  in  addition  to  the  rime 
spent  in  the  House. 

Mr  Norman,  who  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Cambridge  Univer¬ 
sity  and  Harvard  Business 
School,  hopes  to  succeed  Sir 
Patrick  Mayhew,  who  is  retir¬ 
ing  from  the  Commons  at  the 
general  election.  He  recently 
joked  to  Tatter  magazine  that 
after  working  so  hard  for  five 
years  to  rum  Asda  around,  he 
hoped  that  being  an  MP 
would  allow  him  to  spend 
more  time  with  his  family. 

Mr  Norman  recently  found 
himself  in  hot  water  after 
suggesting  that,  were  there  an 
immediate  general  election, 
rhe  Conservatives  would  prob¬ 
ably  lose. 


Triple-transplant 
survivor  marries 

The  first  patient  to  have  a  triple  transplant  in  the  United 
Kingdom  is  to  many  his  childhood  sweetheart  today. 
Haldene  Butler,  23.  from  Omagh.  Co  Tyrone,  will  many 
Julie  Feathers,  who  stood  by  him  throughout  ftis  lengtby 
illness  and  recovery. 

Mr  Haldene,  who  was  suffering  from  an  advanced  form 
of  cancer,  had  a  "last-chance"  liver,  pancreas  and  small 
bowel  transplant  in  March  at  St  James  Hospital,  Leeds. 
The  operation  eight  and  a  half  hours.  In  spite  of  a 
number  of  setbacks  that  saw  him  return  to  the  hospital  for  a 
bowel  operation,  the  couple  set  today  as  their  wedding  date. 

Miss  Feathers  said:  "I  am  so  happy-  Everybody  is  looking 
forward  to  the  big  day." 

Man  charged  after  fire  death 

A  T!an  was  charged  last  night  with  (he  murder  of  Michelle 
Bonc-KndL  M.  who  died  in  a  house  fire  in  Wolverhampton 
on  Christinas  Day  in  which  her  two  young  children  were 
badly  injured.  Alan  Watkiss,  29.  from  Bnshbuiy,  Wolver¬ 
hampton.  is  to  appear  at  Wolverhampton  Magistrates' 
Court  today.  His  wife.  Sue,  2S,  who  was  also  being 
.questioned,  was  due  to  be  released  without  charge. 

Gorbachev  birthmark  gene  found 

American  scientists  have 
identified  the  gene  respon¬ 
sible  for  port-wine  stains, 
the  disfiguring  purplish 
birthmark  associated  with 
Mikhail  Gorbachev.  The 
stains,  known  as  naevl  are 
caused  by  a  mass  of  blood, 
vessels  that  form  incorrectly 
in  die  growing  foetus.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Bjorn  Olsen,  of  Har¬ 
vard  Medical  School,  and 
colleagues  report  in  the 
journal  Cell  the  discovery 
of  a  genetic  mutation  that 
causes  such  abnormalities. 

The  hypothesis  is  strength¬ 
ened  by  two  further  papers 
in  the  same  journal. 

Police  hunt  for  serial  bomber 

Police  are  hunting  a  bomber  who  has  exploded  three  crude 
devices  in  Manchester.  The  latest  on  Boxing  Day.  destroy¬ 
ed  a  telephone  kiosk.  No  warnings  were  given.  Police  said 
tiie  devices  were  more  powerful  with  each  blast  Afi  three 
were  made  from  a  metal  pipe  packed  with  explosive  and 
capped  at  both  ends,  similar  to  the  bomb  that  exploded 
during  the  Atlanta  Olympics,  in  killing  one  person. 

Footballer  hurt  in  gang  attack 

The  Birmingham  City  footballer  Gary  Breen,  23,  had  his 
hand  broken  and  suffered  bead  iiyuries  when  he  was 
attacked  as  he  left  a  north  London  restaurant  with  his 
fiancee.  He  needed  12  stitches  after  a  bottle  was  smashed 
over  his  head  when  he  confronted  a  gang  trying  to  steal  his 
car.  He  had  surgery  on  his  injured  hand  yesterday  and  he 
wifi  be  out  of  action  for  a  month. 

Police  search  camps  for  Kayleigh 

Police  hunting  for  Kayleigh  Ward,  the  missing  nineyear- 
old  from  Chester,  yesterday  searched  travellers’  camps  in 
North  Wales  but  round  no  sign  of  the  girL  Officers  from 
the  Cheshire  and  North  Wales  forces  checked  camps  at 
Ruthin  Road  and  Crocs  Nevydd,  just  outride  Wrexham. 
People  returning  home  after  Christmas  are  urged  to  check 
garages,  sheds  and  caravans  in  case  sheis  sleeping  rough.  | 

Finger  found  in  takeaway  meal 

A  woman  eating  a  takeaway  Chinese  meal  discovered  a 
finger  inside  a  piece  of  rubber  glove-  Debra  Hand.  35.  a 
care  assistant  from  Urmstou,  Greater  Manchester,  had 
bought  tiie  sweet  and  sour  chicken  after  finishing  her  , 
shopping  on  Christmas  Eve.  Police  have  checked  staff  at 
the  Rainbow  Chinese  takeaway  in  Unnston.  and  hospitals. 
The  finger  is  being  kept  in  cold  storage. 

Cetti’s  warbler  takes  up  residence 

Cettf  s  warbler,  which  took 
up  residence  in  Britain  only 
24  years  ago,  is  thriving  and 
appears  to  be  here  to  stay, 

according  to  the  first  nat-  'HDL. 

ional  survey  of  the  species.  - 

The  small  songbird  is  com-  / 

mon  on  the  Continent  and  i 

was  first  recorded  in  Brit-  j 

ain  as  an  occasional  lone 

vagrant  in  the  1960s.  In  1971  several  birds  arrived.  Three 
survived  the  winter  and  probably  bred  near  Canterbury  in 
1972.  In  a  survey  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  English  Nature 
and  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  counted  at 
least  535  singing  males. 

Battersea  sees  rise  in  stray  dogs 

Battersea  Dogs  Home  entertained  671  strays  over 
Christmas,  200  more  than  usual.  Thirty-two  dogs  were 
taken  to  the  home  during  the  botiday  period.  Two  of  them, 
three-month-old  labrador-cross  puppies;  were  found 
abandoned  in  a  dustbin.  A  spokesman  for  Battersea  said: 

“It  seems  more  and  more  that  older  dogs  are  being 
abandoned.  It  is  very  sad." 

Protest  at  prison  body  searches 

Probation  officers  have  protested  about  new  searching 
procedures  at  jails  In  England  and  Wales,  which  they  dahn 
are  intrusive  and  heavy-handed.  More  than  60  probation 
officers,  mostly  women,  have  complained  to  the  prison 
authorities.  The  officers  daim  they  are  forced  to  submit  to 
die  body  searches,  which  are  not  applied  to  police  or 
immigration  officers  entering  jails. 


The  John  Lewis  Clearance. 
It  s  like  a  sale,  only  better. 


STARTS  TODAY  AT  PETEP  JONES  -  Sloans  Souks.  JOHN  LEWIS  OXFORD  STREET  SPENT  CROSS.  ABE 9 DEE'-  CHEADLE. 
EDIN0URCH.  HIGH  WYCOMBE.  STARTS  TUESDAY  AT  JOHN  LEWIS:  BRISTOL.  KINGSTON.  MU.TQM  KEYNES  PETESBOPOU'lM.  tWELWTN 
BAINBRIDGE-Nanifcasllo.  BONDS  -  Norwich.  CALET5  -  W.ndaM.  COLE  BROTHERS  -Shsflmld.  HEE5.A5  ■  Hoaflii-q  JESSOP  4  5&N  • 

KNIGHT  A  LEE-SoutMoa.  GEORGE  HENRY  LEE  -  l.-orpool  THE  WINS  -  Wolford  ROBE  RT  S  AYLE  -  Cu-b.,*.},  TYRRELL  J*  GPEE  \  .  So.fnansrtoft 


At  John  Lewis  Department  Sion*,  even  means  that  if  we  find  a  local  retailer  free  across  a  wide  area.  And  whatever 

during  a  clearance,  it’s  busing  as  usual,  offering  the  same  goods  at  a  lower  price,  you  buy,  yon  can  return  it  if  you 

For  instance  our  pricing  policy,  summed  me  will  reduce  our,  accordingly,  even  if  are  not  completely  satisfied.  The  John 

up  by  ’Never  Knowingly  Undersold*,  their  goods  arc  in  a  sale.  Wfe  still  deliver  ■  Lewis  Clearance.  It*,  better  than  a  sale. 
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Del  Boy  to  task  over  Mirror  image 


Nicholas  L' 
party  in 


By  Andrew  Pierce 

.  POUTICAL  CORRESPONDENT 

ONLY  fools  and  horses  work,  the 
saying  goes.  Yesterday  Virginia 
Bottomley  demonstrated  that  a  Heri¬ 
tage  Secretary  never  stops  working, 
by  demanding  an  explanation  over 
suspicions  of  advertising  on  die 
BBCs  top-rated  Christmas  Day 
comedy. 

The  Labonjn-supporting  Dally 
Mirror  was  displayed  prominently 
in  four  scenes  in  Only  Fools  And 
Horses,  and  mentioned  in  one  other. 
Mrs  Bottomley  has  ordered  her 
officials  to  examine  whether  the 
show,  watched  by  18.7  million 
people,  breached  the  corporation's 
strict  guidelines.  - 

The  BBC  angrily  rejected  any 


suggestion  that  it  had  done  anything 
wrong  in  the  show,  which  stars 
David  Jason  as  the  south  London 
rogue  “Del  Bey"  Trotter.  A  spokes¬ 
man  said:  “It  is  the  sort  of  newspaper 
Del  Boy  would  read.  But  you  can 
never  tell  with  him.  Next  time  he 
could  be  reading  the  Financial 
Times.  We  are  very  proud  of  him." 

The  character  was  shown  reading 
the  tabloid  newspaper  in  his 
Peckbam  council  flat  There  was  a 
publicity  poster  in  the  Trotters' 
favourite  “caff’.  The  cafe  is  a  real-life 
ealerie  in  Bristol  and  the  BBC,  as 
part  of  its  contract,  cannot  change 
die  decor,  which  included  a  copy  of 
the  poster. 

In  another  scene  the  landlord  of 
the  Nag's  Head,  where  the  Trotter 
family  co-ordinate  many  of  their 


dubious  enterprises,  was  shown 
behind  the  bar  immersed  in  the 
Mirror's  sports  pages.  Nicholas 
Lyndhurst,  one  of  the  co-stars,  was 
also  filmed  reading  the  newspaper. 

The  Daily  Mirror  trumpeted  their 
contribution  to  the  show  with  the 
headline:  “Only  fools  don't  read  The 
Mirror "  and  crowed  about  die 
positive  publicity  reaped  from  the 
exposure.  But  Mrs  Bottomley,  who 
is  no  Ian  of  the  Daily  Mirror  or  Del 
Boy.  said:  “The  behaviour  of  the 
BBC.  which  is  funded  by  public 
money,  must  be  seen  to  be  beyond 
reporach.  There  is  also  a  place  for 
light-hearted  fun  but  product  place¬ 
ment  must  be  vigorously  observed. 
Hie  BBC  is  a  major  national 
institution  which  must  be  protected 
against  allegations  of  unfairness." 


Mrs  Bottomley  admitted  she  had  not 
watched  the  episode:  She  thought 
that  the  standard  of  television  over 
Christmas  was  excellent  “but  1  have 
to  admit  that  Only  Fools  and  Horses 
is  not  my  programme".  Instead,  she 
watched  the  Grace  Kelly  film  Dial 
M  for  Murder. 

The  BBCs  guidelines  stale  dearly 
that  it  must  “never  give  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  they  are  endorsing  or 
promoting  any  product,  service  or 
company".  They  add:  “In  drama, 
comedy  and  entertainment  pro¬ 
gramme  producers  have  to  consider 
whether  there  is  a  really  strong 
editorial  justification  for  using 
branded  products  as  props." 

Lord  Rees-Mogg,  a  former  BBC 
governor,  said:  “The  BBC  should 
conduct  a  thorough  inquiry.  I  sus¬ 


pect  they  may  conclude  this  was 
indiscreet  but  Innocent  but  they 
must  establish  whether  there  was 
deliberate  product  placement  If 
there  was.  the  BBC  has  breached  its 
guidelines.” 

But  the  BBC  spokesman  said: 
"The  nature  of  the  plot  required  that 
some  of  the  leading  characters  read 
popular  newspapers.  At  least  one 
racing  newspaper  was  in  the  same 
programme.  It  made  the  scenes  seem 
more  authentic.  We  reject  any  allega¬ 
tion  of  product  placement  Del  Boy 
reads  popular  newspapers." 

Brendan  Parsons,  the  deputy  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Daily  Mi'/nor,  said:  “I 
wonder  if  she  would  have  made  the 
same  complaint  if  it  had  been  a  Tory- 
supporting  newspaper  that  was 
being  read  with  such  pleasure." 


Rescue  yachtsman 
tells  of  hunt  for 
shipwrecked  friend 

By  Edward  Gorman,  sailing  correspondent 


THE  British  yachtsman  who 
rescued  a  fellow  competitor  in 
a  round-the-world  race  during . 
terrible  storms  spoke  yester¬ 
day  of  his  relief  at  finding  him 
alive. 

Pete  Goss,  from  Cornwall  7 
sailed  more  than  150  miles  off 
his  course  to  find  Raphael 
Dinelli,  who  was  fighting 
hypothermia  after  sitting  in 
his  liferaft  for  36  hours.  Goss. 
34,  found  him  after  an  ex¬ 
hausting  four-hour  search  in 
the  southern  Indian  Ocean, 
most  of  it  in  darkness  and  very 
difficult  conditions. 

In  a  message  to  race  head¬ 
quarters  in  Paris  from  his 
yacht  Aqua  Quorum,  which 
was  about  1.200  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Perth.  Goss  said;  “1 
have  just  had  the  best  Christ¬ 
mas  present  ever.  Raphael  is 
on  board.  He  is  very  cold  and 
happy  and  he  has  no  injuries. 
IVe  just  given  him  a  cup  of  tea. 
Cheers.  Pete.” 

The  softly  spoken  former 
Royal  Marine;  who  has  the 
smallest  boat  in  the  nan-stem, 
single-handed  Vendee  Globe 
race.  later  gave  an  update  on ' 
the  Frenchman's  health.  “He 
is  very  cold  but  not  hypother¬ 
mic."  he  said.  “He  is  in  very  • 
good  spirits,  buthe  has  many 
bruises  and  is  very  stiff. 

“His  mam  conoems^re  his 
feet,  which  have  been  very 


Pete  Goss:  was  relieved 
to  find  his  colleague 

cold.  They  are  getting  warmer 
and  the  colour  is  coming  back. 
He  can  only  just  feel  it  if  I 
scratch  his  toes." 

It  is  still  not  known  exactly 
what  happened  to  Dinelli ’X 
60ft  yacht,  but  conditions 
immediately  prior  to  his  turn¬ 
ing  an  his  emergency  beacons 
which  transmit  his  position  to 
race  headquarters  via  satellite, 
were  extremely  tough,  with 
■the  wind  blowing  at  more  than 
60  knots  and  gusting  up  to  70. 

Goss  himself  described  the 
situation  as  “survival".  On  his 
way  to  find  Dindli.  28.  from 
Bordeaux,  his  own  boat  sus¬ 


tained  considerable  damage 
and  was  knocked  flat  in  the 
water  several  times  as  be  tried 
to  push  as  hard  as  he  could. 
He  had  earlier  told  Paris:  "I 
have  55-60  knots  of  wind  and  a 
vicious  sea. 

"My  boat  has  been  knocked 
down  three  times  already. 
Aqua  Quorum  can't  make  a 
direct  course,  the  weather  is  so 
bad  here." 

The  rescue  was  assisted  by 
an  aircraft  of  the  Royal  Aus¬ 
tralian  Air  Force  which  helped 
to  guide  Goss  towards 
DinelH’s  position.  The  crew, 
who  12  houre  earlier  had 
dropped  a  survival  pack  and 
liferaft  to  the  Frenchman,  took 
pictures  of  the  rescue  before 
they  left  the  scene. 

In  the  past,  mid-ocean  res¬ 
cues  of  singlehanders  have 
been  carried  out  exclusively  by 
land-based  emergency  ser¬ 
vices.  causing  considerable  de¬ 
bate  about  the  cost  of  such 
operations.  Goss’S  rescue  of 
Dinelli  underlines,  however, 
that  often  the  best  bet  for  a 
yachtsman  in  trouble  is  his 
fellow  competitors. 

Goss,  who  was  praised  for 
his  “courage  and  determ¬ 
ination”  by  Philippe  Jeantot, 
the  race  director,  will- now 
cany  on  racing  and  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  drop  Dindli.  off  at 
Hobart  in  Tasmania.  He  will 


Raphael  Dinelli  being  plucked  from  his  liferaft  by  Pete  Goss.  He  had  spent  36  hours  adrift  in  the  ocean 


Palace  in 
protest  at 
‘Princess 
in  leather’ 

By  Emma  Wilkins 

THE  Lord  Chamberlain  has 
protested  over  an  advertise¬ 
ment  showing  Diana.  Princess 
of  Wales,  in  leather  clothes 
and  carrying  a  whip  promot¬ 
ing  a  satirical  magzine. 

The  Advertising  Standards 
Authority  is  investigating  the 
composite  photograph  that  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  London  Evening 
Standard  on  December  17. 
advertising  Insider  magazine. 
The  Earl  of  Airlie,  head  of  the 
Queen's  household,  com¬ 
plained  to  the  authority. 

Buckingham  Palace  said:  “It 
is  against  the  Lord  Chamber¬ 
lain's  rules  and  guidelines, 
which  are  applicable  to  all 
advertisers,  to  use  images  of 
the  Royal  Family  without  per¬ 
mission  for  commercial  -pur¬ 
poses." 

insider  was  started  by  John 
Bird,  Founder  of  the  homeless 
campaign  magazine  The  Big 
issue.  Tony  Elliott,  founder  of 
listings  magazine  Time  Out. 
and  Tim  Satchell. 

□  The  Princess  flew  to  the 
Caribbean  island  of  Barbuda 
on  Monday  with  her  personal 
assistant. 
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DUtelli  had  an  anxious  and  cold  wait  in  the  waters  of  the  southern  Indian  Ocean 
after  his  yacht  went  down  with  winds  blowing  at  more  than  60  knots 


receive  redress  for  the  time  he 
has  spent  on  the  rescue  so  that 
his  overall  position  in  the  race 
will  not  be  affected. 

The  Vendee  Globe  is  by  a 
long  way  the  world's  toughest 
yacht  race  —  held  every  four 
years,  it  attracts  only  the 
hardiest  skippers.  Sixteen 
boats  started  from  Les  Sables 
d’Olonne  in  France  on  Nov¬ 
ember  3  but  there  are  now 
only  10  still  racing  after  retire¬ 
ments,  mainly  as  a  result  of 
collisions  with  floating  debris 
or  ice. 

Dinelli  was  raring  with  the 
fleet  but  was  not  formally 
admitted  to  the  race  because 
he  had  failed  to  complete  his 
2.000-mile  single-handed 
qualifying  sail  in  the 
timeframe  set  out  by  the 
organisers.  Goss  still  has 
13,000  miles  to  go  to  the  finish 
and  is  currently  3,000  miles 
behind  the  race  leader. 


Police  question  Mandy  Allwood 
over  allegations  of  loan  fraud 


By  Daniel  McGroky 


MANDY  ALLWOOD,  who 
sold  the  stray  of  her  octuple! 
pregnancy  to  a  newspaper,  is 
faring  demands  over  a  string 
of  unpaid  debts  and  a  police 
investigation  into  a  loan 
fraud. 

She  earned  more  than 
£390,000  in  deals  concerning 
her  pregnancy,  which  fol¬ 
lowed  fertility  treatment,  but 
lost  aB  right  babies  in  October 
after  rejecting  medical  advice 
that  it  would  be  safer  to  have 
some  of  them  aborted. 

Police  released  Miss  All- 
wood.  31,  on  ball  after  she  was 
arrested  last  week  by  fraud 
detectives  from  her  home  town 
of  Sofihull  over  an  alleged 


loan  application  made  in  her 
name  earlier  this  year.  Her 
boyfriend.  Paul  Hudson.  37.  a 
former  bankrupt,  drove  her  to 
SoUhull  police  statical  to  be 
interviewed  by  fraud  squad 
detectives.  Police  said:  “A  31- 
year-old  woman  was  arrested 
and  interviewed  about  suspi¬ 
cion  of  conspiracy  to  defraud 
and  the  evasion  of  liability  by 
deception." 

She  was  bailed  to  report  to 
Solihull  police  station  in  Feb¬ 
ruary.  The  inquiry  is  believed 
to  concern  an  allegation  that, 
on  an  application  for  a  loan, 
die  figure  given  for  her  income 
was  inflated.  The  incident  is 
thought  to  have  occurred  be- 


Allwood:  interviewed 

fore  she  came  to  public  atten¬ 
tion  in  August 
Miss  Allwood  has  faced 
county  court  judgments  for 
debt  and  there  were  allega¬ 


tions  that  her  financial  affairs 
were  bring  examined  by  the 
Benefits  Agency.  There  have 
been  Haims  for  unpaid  debts 
from  shops  and  companies  in 
the  West  Midlands. 

Sources  dose  to  Miss 
Alhvood  and  Mr  Hudson, 
who  now  live  in  Wimbledon, 
southwest  London,  said  yes¬ 
terday:  “They  feel  that  credi¬ 
tors  are  coming  out  the 
woodwork  now  they  know 
they  have  money.  All  the  bills 
have  been,  or  wfl]  be,  paid." 

Miss  Allwood  intended  to 
contest  all  the  financial  and 
legal  daims  against  her,  die 
source  said.  She  would  argue 
that  many  of  the  debts  arose 
from  agreements  involving 
her  former  husband. 


Surfing  dog  is  victim  of  crime  wave 


By  Damian  Whitworth 

BRITAIN’S  top  surfing  dog 
was  last  night  missing,  pre¬ 
sumed  kidnapped.  Max  was 
being  lraxtled  by  police  after 
vanishing  from  outside  a 
supermarket  where  its  owner 
was  buying  3  steak  for  Christ¬ 
mas  dinner. 

The  four-year-old  alsrixo- 

ceQic  cross  has  become  a 
television  star  and  a  tourist 
awmdioaon  the  wutb  Wales 
coast  what  its  owner,  Peter 
Bounds,  the  former  captain 
of  the  British  surfing  team. 
ihik  a  filing  and.  surfing 
centre- 

Ob  Qirfotmas  Eve  Mr 
Bounds  left  Max  tethered  to 
nrifingc  outside  a  supermar¬ 
ket  »  Haverfordwest  tot 
returned  id  find  feus  pet  tod 
disappeared.  A  search  over 


■—  ml  “ 

Max  surfing  off  the  coast  of  South  Wales  on  the 
board  specially  adapted  by  his  owner,  Peter  Bounds 


the  holiday  period  has  yield¬ 
ed  no  dues. 

“I'm  absolutely  shattered. 
We  are  inseparable  and  1 
fiifcg  him  terribly,”  Mr 
Bounds  sakL  "Max  follows 
me  everywhere  I  go.  Normal¬ 
ly  I  don?  even  bother  to  toe 

him  up  because  Max  vail 


always  sit  and  wait  for  me. 
But  because  the  town  centre 
was  busy  I  tied  his  lead  to  die 
raftings  and  tested  it  was 
secure  fay  polling  against  the 
knot  with  my  foot" 

He  added:  “I'm  convinced 
somebody  has  stolen  him  as  a 

present  for  a  child,  irs  just 


very  strange  how  quickly  he 
went  1  was  only  in  the 
supermarket  for  a  couple  of 
minutes."  He  has  pot  up  200 
posters  around  Haverford¬ 
west  offering  a  £100  reward 
for  the  dog’s  safe  return. 

Max  turned  up  at  Mr 
Bounds’S  door  as  a  stray  two 
years  ago  and  was  then 
introduced  to  surfing.  Mr 
Bounds  would  push  me  dog 
out  to  sea  and  it  then  rode  the 
waves  back  in  again.  Max  has 
its  own  wet  suit  and  rides  an 
8ft  beginner's  surf  board. 
Last  month  it  was  presented 
with  the  Pro  Dog  Pet  of  the 
Year  award  by  the  author 
JUty  Cooper. 

"If  the  board  is  going  off 
fine  Max  has  the  ability  to 
lewd  it  out,"  Mr  Bounds  said. 
“That's  the  advantage  of  four 
legs  instead  of  two-" 


If  you’d  Be  to  know  more  about  our  unique  whiskey,  mite  to  us  for  a  free  booklet  at  the  Jack  Daniel  Distillery  Lynchbug,  Tennessee  37352  USA. 

WITH  A  HAIRCUT  IN  LYNCHBURG,  Tennessee,  you  get 
a  lot  of  conversation  and  a  lot  less  hair. 

J.  C.  Riddle  is  as  proud  of  Jack  Daniel  Distillery  as  anyone 
here  in  the  Hollow.  So  visitors  in  need  of  barbering  hear 
a  lot  about  the  age-old  charcoal  mellowing  process  our 
founder  perfected  in  1866  and  we  still  insist  upon  to 
this  day.  By  the  time  folks  look  in  the  mirror  they 
know  two  things  for  sure:  nobody  ever  made 
whiskey  like  Jade  Daniel.  And  nobody  ever  cut 
hair  like  J.  C.  Riddle. 


JACK  DANIELS  TENNESSEE  WHISKEY 
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■  810Mb  hard  disk. 
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alts  triggered  in  Highlands  and  South  West  as  freeze  spreads 


Road  chaos  to  worsen 


with  new  year  snow 


By  Dominic  Kennedy,  social  affairs  correspondent 


.‘ACCIDENTS,  caused  by  the 
snow  led  to  chaos  on  the  roads 
yesterday,  and  at  leasr  one 
man  died  in  the  freezing . 
conditions.  Forecasters  have 
.  predicted  heavier  snowfalls  ■ 
oyer  the  new  year  Bank  Holi¬ 
day.  However,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  announced  that  only 
people  in  remote  parts  of 
Scotland  and  the  South  West 
would  receive  cold  weather 
payments. 

The  body  of  Edward  Rees, 
52.  was  found  in  a  frozen  pond 
near  Merthyr  Tydfil.  South 
Wales,  after  he  went  missing 
while  taking  his  spaniel  for  a  ' 
walk.  There  was  no  sign  of  his 
pet,  which  it  is  believed  he  was 
trying  to  rescue  from  file  pond. 
The  RSPCA  said  that  more 
than  half  of  ice-related 
drownings  involved  the  at¬ 
tempted  rescue  of  another 
person  or  a  dog. 

Mountain  rescue  teams  con¬ 
tinued  their  search  for  John 
Wins  hip,  53,  of  Bristol,  who 


went  missing  after  beginning 
a  walk  at  Glen  Nevis  in 
Highland  on  Christmas  Day 
during  dear  weather. 

Mr  Winship,  a  keen  moun¬ 
taineer,  was  wearing  water¬ 
proof  clothing  and  carrying  a 
rucksack  containing  extra 
clothes,  food  and  drink,  but 
conditions  are  severe  with 
freezing  temperatures  at  night 
and  snow  on  heights. 

With  the  prospect  of  contin¬ 
uing  harsh  weather.  Help  The 
Aged  called  for  cold  weather 
payments  to  be  triggered  more 
easily.  The  Department  of 
Sodal  Security  pays  £830  per 
week  to  income  support  d aim- 
ants  who  are  pensioners  or 
have  children  under  five,  or 
disabled  people  and  their  part¬ 
ners.  The  money  is  paid 
automatically  if  the  tempera¬ 
ture  is  at  freezing  or  below  for 
seven  days  at  their  local 
weather  station,  or  if  such 
conditions  are  forecast 

Payments  have  been  trig¬ 


gered  in  Scotland  around 
Aviemore,  Braemar.  Tulloch, 
Eskdalemuir  and  Loch  Glas- 
camoch,  and  in  England  near 
Iiscombe.  Somerset 

Help  The  Aged  wants  to 
change  the  qualifying  time  to 
four  days,  pointing  out  that 
only  seven  million  people  re¬ 
ceived  the  payments  last  year 
despite  a  cold  winter.  Audrey 
Wise,  Labour  MP  for  Preston, 
is  proposing  a  backbench  Bill 
requiring  that  the  wind  chill 
factor  to  be  taken  into  account 
when  making  the  calculations. 
“The  qualification  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  has  to  be  rigorous,"  she 
said,  "but  the  present  system 
is  designed  for  it  to  be 
triggered  as  infrequently  as 
possible." 

Harriet  Harman,  the  Shad¬ 
ow  Sodal  Security  Secretary, 
said'  one  million  pensioners 
would  fail  to  receive  the  cold 
weather  payments  because 
they  failed  to  daim  the  income 
support  to  which  they  were 


entitled.  “The  stark  truth  is 
that  Britain's  poorest  pension¬ 
ers  may  have  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  heating  and  eating  this 
winter  because  the  Tories  have 
failed  to  ensure  they  get  the 
benefits  they  are  entitled  to." 
she  said. 

Snow  showers  moved  down 
from  Scotland  early  yesterday 
to  give  Lincolnshire.  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire  and  the  Midlands 
a  light  dusting.  Nearly  three 
inches  settled  in  parts  of  the 
South  East  at  the  time  of  the 
usual  morning  rush  hour. 
Because  there  were  no  cars  to 
keep  the  roads  warm,  they 
quickly  turned  to  ice.  Shop¬ 
pers  then  began  driving  to  the 
sales  on  the  icy  roads. 

The  snow  lasted  only  a 
couple  of  hours  in  each  area, 
but  left  a  trail  of  acddents. 
Despite  ice  and  freezing  fog 
which  made  roads  treacher¬ 
ous,  motorists  ignored  police 
warnings  to  stay  indoors. 
Several  roads  were  turned  into 


Audrey  Wise,  left  and  Harriet  Hannan,  who  say 
more  people  should  receive  cold  weather  payments 


ice  rinks  after  water  mains 
burst. 

The  Automobile  Association 
had  1300  calls  an  hour  yester¬ 
day  and  police  reported  acci¬ 
dents  on  most  major  roads. 
The  Royal  Automobile  Club 
said  there  were  hold-ups 
caused  by  accidents  on  motor¬ 
ways  in  Hertfordshire.  Kent. 
Surrey  and  Essex.  The  M25 


was  clogged  and  smaller 
roads  were  closed.  Routes 
around  Birmingham  were  ex¬ 
tremely  icy. 

Heavier  snow  is  possible 
over  England  and  Wales  early 
next  week,  especially  on  high 
ground  in  the  East. 

Forecast  and 
photograph,  page  22 


DORCHESTER 

5  Light 
Pendant 
Matt  Nickel 
finish 

Was£8W 
Save  £25-50 
Also  available 
matching 
Table  Lamp 
Was£3W 


COLONIAL 

Knotty  Pine 
Internal  Door 
78~x30~ 
Was£27-*r 
Save  £6 
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15%  OFF 

•  Bathroom  Suites  &  Taps' 

•  Ceramic  Floor  &  Wall  Tiles' 
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YALE  Alarm  System  '(((0* 


Knightsbndge  Telephone 
Was£34-W  Save  £5 
^  Available  in  Black.  Cream 
or  Walnut  effect 


WasXJm?  Save  £30 


Breathing  Space. 


(Don’t  take  it  for  granted) 


We  don  t.  Help  its  keep  Britain’s  breathing  spaces 
open.  Footpaths  and  coastline,  high  places,  heaths  and 
woodland.  For  walkers. 

For  over  60  years,  The  Ramblers’  lobbying  and 
vigilance  have  been  achieving  wide-ranging  rights  of 
access  to  of  our  most  beautifbl  countryside. 

Go  for  a  walk.  Take  a  breather  from  our  crowded 

worid.  Think  abour  the  future;  invest  in  The  Ramblers. 


MrAbs/Mn/M* 


MAXI  COVER 

Brilliant  White  Emulsion 
Matt  or  Silk  5  litres 
WasJEWfr  Save  £1-50 


HQMEBASE  Pathos  Ruled  Pleat  Uplighter  45cm 
Choice  of  colours.  Was  £J4-99‘Save  £5-10 


Ivory  8-5kw 
Electric  Shower 
Vfos  £9947 
Save  £30 


/15. 


1 1  Llil 


K6TER 

16"  Multicoloured  Toolbox 


FUN  TUB 

Translucent  Choice  of  colours 
Was  £5^  Save  £1-10 


BLACK  o  DECKER 

Hammer  Drill  KD562 
Was  £34*^9  Save  £3-70 


SAINSBURY’S  HOUSE  &  GARDEN  CENTRES 


MONDAY-THURSDAY  8AM -8PM  •  FRIDAY  BAM  -9PM  •  SATURDAY  BAM -8PM  •  SUNDAY  10AM -4PM*  •  NEW  YEAR  S  EVE  8AM -6PM  •  NEW  YEAR  S  DAY  10AM-6PM?! 

*Dfht  anda  141 .97.  Off ar  aadadaa  laps  cold  wilh  WHgblon  Kitchens  15S  off  all  marked  pricaa.  All  abac  era  approximate  and  not  to  scale  Marchandlae  subject  is  availability  'Si ares  m  Scotland  open  ?am  -  6pm 
TfStocas  in  Scotland  closed  New  tar's  Day.  Opening  hours  may  vary,  please  call  0181-200  0200  hr  details  si  your  nearest  store,  t Light  Bulbs  ml  Included. 
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Appeal  to 
mother  of 
baby  left 
out  in  cold 

By  Damian  Whitworth 


DOCTORS  have  issued  a 
photograph  of  an  abandoned 
baby  found  under  a  bush  on 

Boxing  Day  in  the  hope  that 
her  mother  w0(  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  come  forward. 

The  infant  who  had  been 
wrapped  in  a  sheet  and  towel 
is  believed  to  have  lain  for 
several  hoars  in  tempera¬ 
tures  of  -3C  before  being 
found  by  Darren  Simms.  13. 
a  paperboy  doing  his  round 
in  Whickbam.  Gateshead. 
The  baby,  named  Molly  after 
the  daughter  of  a  paramedic 
whe  took  her  to  hospital,  was 
said  to  be  progressing  well  in 
hospital. 

A  teenage  mother  who 
abandoned  ber  newborn 
baby  two  days  before  Christ¬ 
mas  was  reunited  with  him 
yesterday.  The  15-year-old. 
whose  baby  was  found  suffer¬ 
ing  from  hypothermia  in 
Ilford,  east  London,  on  Mon¬ 
day.  walked  into  her  local 
police  station.  The  girL  in  a 
distressed  state,  spent  a  short 
time  with  ber  son.  named 
Joseph  by  nurses.  His  condi¬ 
tion  was  said  to  be  stable. 


ft'??’ ‘ 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28  1996 


_ OWEN  HUMPHREYS?  A 

■ "! 


Search  may  raise  planes 
lost  in  Bermuda  Triangle 


By  Harvey  Elliott,  air  correspondent 


Molly  in  hospital  yesterday,  where  she  is  said  to  be  progressing  well 


TWO  British  airliners  may 
have  been  found  almost  50 
years  after  their  unsolved 
disappearance  in  the  Bermu¬ 
da  Triangle.  A  search  to  solve 

the  mystery  is  being  led  by  a 
retired  pilot  who  was  due  to  fly 
one  or  the  planes. 

A  sports  injury  prevented 
Peter  Wilby  from  taking  the 
controls  of  the  Star  Tiger . 
which  vanished  in  1948.  At  the 
time  an  official  report  said  that 
"no  more  baffling  problem 
has  ever  been  presented  for 
investigation".  Now  aged  75. 
Mr  Wuby  plans  to  charter  a 
robot  submarine  to  raise  the 
wrecks  of  the  lost  planes  from 
the  seabed  2^00ft  below  the 
Atlantic,  and  finally  establish 
whnt  happened. 

More  than  E500.000  has 
been  invested  in  a  two-year 
search  of  the  seas  off  Bermuda 
by  Mr  Wilby.  two  other  for¬ 
mer  pilots  and  a  business 
partner.  The  wreckage  was 
discovered  by  the  crew  of  a 
Canadian  seabed  surveyor 
toai.  making  sonar  sweeps  in 
the  area  where  the  two  planes 
made  their  last  reports. 

"The  fact  that  I  should  have 
been  on  the  first  aircraft  has 


lived  with  me  ever  since.-  Mr 
Wilby  said  yesterday  at  his 
home  in  Great  Missenden. 
Buckinghamshire.  "All  kinds 

of  theories  —  some  of  them 

obvious  fantasy  —  have  been 
put  forward  for  the  accidents, 
but  technology  has  now 
moved  on  fasL  All  the  indica¬ 
tions  are  that  the  wreckage  is 
of  very  similar  aircraft." 

A  remote-controlled  subma¬ 
rine  is  to  be  sent  to  the  seabed 
in  February.  If  the  wreckage  is 
shown  to  be  that  of  the  crashed 
aircraft. .  attempts  to  raise 
them  would  be  made  in  the 
summer.  Mr  Wilby  said:  “We 
believe  we  can  raise  them  and 
send  the  wreckage  to 
Fambo rough  for  inspection 
and  test  We  may  then  be  able 
to  lay  to  rest  one  of  the  great 
aviation  mysteries." 

The  Star  Tiger,  a  Tudor 
plane  of  British  South  Ameri¬ 
can  Airways  Corporation,  flew 
from  London  for  a  six-week 
journey  in  South  and  Central 
America.  A  few' days  before 
departure.  Mr  Wilby  hurt  his 
foot  playing  rugby  and  repott¬ 
ed  sick. 

Instead,  Captain  Brian  Mc¬ 
Millan  was  at  the  controls  on 


Length:  79A8tn  Speed:  290mph 
Height  22ft 

Weight  TB.OOfflbs  /i\ 


.  300 mites 
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TRIANGLE 
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the  leg  from  Santa  Maria  in 
the  Azores  to  Bermuda.  At  3.15 
on  Friday,  January  30.  12 
hours  after  take-off.  the  pilot 
made  his  last  radio  contact 
and  was  told  that  he  was  340 
miles  northeast  of  Bermuda. 
Nothing  more  was  heard  of 
the  plane,  with  31  people  on 
board.  There  was  no  Mayday 
call,  no  sign  of  wreckage  and 
no  oil  slick. 

A  year  later,  an  identical 
aircraft,  the  Star  Ariel,  was 
flying  southwest  from  Bermu¬ 


da  to  Jamaica  with  13  passen¬ 
gers  and  a  crew  of  six.  After  a. 
routine  radio  message,  the 
aircraft  vanished  without 
trace. 

The  inquiry  into  the  first 
accident  had  reported:  “No 
more  baffling  problem  has 
ever  been  presented  for  inves¬ 
tigation.  in  the  complete  ab¬ 
sence  of  any  reliable  evidence 
as  to  either  the  nature  or  cause 
of  the  disasier.  whatever  hap¬ 
pened  will  never  be  known 
and  the  fate  of  the  Star  Tiger 
must  remain  an  unsolved 
mystery."  An  inquiry  into  rbe 
second  loss  also  reported  that 
the  cause  was  unknown. 

Mr  Wilby  is  convinced  that 
there  was  some  form  of  defect 
with  the  Tudors.  He  does  not 
believe  that  die  Bermuda  Tri¬ 
angle  —  the  a rea  of  the 
Atlantic  between  Miami.  Ber¬ 
muda  and  Puerto  Rico  —  is 
somehow  jinxed.  There  are 
those  -who  believe  that  about 
100  lost  ships  and  aircraft 
were  the  victims  of  phenome¬ 
na  ranging  from  rays  from  the 
lost  chy  of  Atlantis.  extra¬ 
terrestrial  beings  snatching 
Earthlings  for  scientific  study, 
whirl  pools,  sudden,  mini-tor¬ 
nados  or  simply  bad 
navigation. 


..  .  . 

.  •"  i 

■  j;  -jr'rT'it  | 

C-  “  * ' ■  ',r  - 


1  '  '  ' 


Z^cr-rh^ 


Soldier  who 
ran  Raffles 
dies  in  fire 
at  his  home 

By  DaNIEL  McGrory 

A  FORMER  leader  of  Ox¬ 
fordshire  County  Council, 
who  ran  Raffles  Hold  in 
Singapore  while  a  serving 
soldier,  died  with  his  wife  in  a 
fire  at  their  home  yesterday. 

Thirty  fireman  fought  the 
Maze  at  Geoffrey  Fowler’s 
house  in  Cianfieid.  Oxford¬ 
shire,  but  were  unable  to 
rescue  him  or  his  wife.  Joan. 
Mr  Fowler.  74,  was  chairman 
of  the  council  from  1995  until 
he  retired  in  May.  He  sat  as 
an  independent  councillor 
after  resigning  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  whip. 

Douglas  Hurd,  the  former 
Foreign  Secretary  and  MP 
"for  Witney,  who  was  a  dose 
friend  for  more  than  20 
years,  was  among  those  who 
paid  tribute.  He  said:  "He 
was  a  staunch  public  servant 
and  Oxfordshire  owes  him  a 
great  deal." 

Mr  Fowler  was  asked  to 
run  Raffles  Hotel  while  with 
the  Middlesex  Regiment 
after  service  in  the  Second 
World  War  in  Sicily  and 
North  Africa.  He  was  later  to 
become  the  manager  of  die 
Grosvenor  Hotel  in  Mayfair 
and,  as  chief  project  manager 
for  Trusthouse  Forte,  he  was 
responsible  for  opening  38 
new  hotels. 


Missing 
girl  found 
hanged 
in  woods 

By  Stewart  Ten  dler 

A  GIRL  aged  16  who  disap¬ 
peared  from  her  home  in 
South  Wales  on  Christmas 
Eve  walked  into  woods  near 
by  and  hanged  herself. 

Stephanie  Edmunds  went 
missing  from  her  home  in 
Rhigos.  near  Aberdare,  and 
was  last  seen  waiting  for  a  bus 
late  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 
Her  parents,  Reginald  and 
Diane,  who  had  been  awaiting 
news  of  her  throughout - 
Christmas  Day  and  Boxing 
Day,  identified  her  body  ar  a. 
hospital  mortuary  yesterday.. : 

South  Woles  Folice  are  try¬ 
ing  to  find  anyone  who  may 
have  seen  Stephanie  or  who 
could  give  any  information 
about  her  state  of  mind.  They 
said  that  her  death  was  not 
suspicious. 

There  were  extensive 
searches  over  Christmas  using 
a  helicopter,  tracker  dogs  and 
100  volunteers.  She  was  found 
in  woodland  about  a  mile 
from  her  home.  The  woodland 
borders  on  the  back  of  the.- 
Edmundses'  house. 

Stephanie’s  brother,  Philip, 
18,  said:  "She  was  very 
popular  and  had  loads  of 
friends.  She  had  everything 
in  life  to  look  forward  to. 
None  of  the  family  can  under¬ 
stand  it” 
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How  much  longer  will  your  cruise  be  just  a  dream?  Every  year  P&O  turn 
more  and  more  people's  dreams  into  reality. 

For  the  last  160  years  we've  built  up  a  unique  tradition  for  attentive,  friendly 
service,  with  the  most  exotic  and  fascinating  itineraries. 

Not  to  mention  a  fleet  of  ships,  including  Britain’s  greatest  superliner  Oriaca, 


unsurpassed  for  their  creature  comforts,  facilities,  and  on-board  entertainments. 

All  this  could  be  yours  for  as  little  as  £345*  SQ  bardly  talking  telephone 
numbers.  Except  the  one  you  should  did  right  now.  ~  f"'  - 

For  a  brochure  see  your  abta  travel  agent  or  call  ’ 

us  at  anytime,  quoting  reference  number  aa 35.  OQQO  *726 


SHOP  TILL  YOU  DROP 

-then  drop  into  a  areat  hotel 


FROM  ONLY 


PER  PERSON  PER  NIGHT 
Including  f  mil  English  Breakfast 

Royal  Scot 

0171  278  2434 

Near  King's  Cross  &  Euston 

A  A' RAC  ★★★  ; 

Charing  Cross 

Trafalgar  Square  in  the  heart 
of  the  West  End 

0171  839  7282  j 

Kensington  Palace  0171  937  8121 

Near  Kensington  High  Sl  &  KnighisbriHge  .u/mc 


The  Grosvenor  0171  834-94-94 

Victoria  &  Buckingham  Palace  aa  ****- 


Mount  Royal  0171  629  8040 

Marble  Arch.  aa  'Aac  **  *  * 

overlooking  Oxford  Street 

_  £7 

Royal  Horseguards  0171  839  3400 

Close  to  Trafalgar  Square.  Whitehall  aa.rai.- ■*■*■** 
and  die  Houses  of  Parliament 


riu<.  i  -  v  \i  m  Sc r.  ■  tK  ri  sKu.vir. 

m  ,!-•!  j  vmj  \n  I  ■■)• 


CHILDREN  WELCOME! 

SLiring  i  TOutn  with  1  aAiiu:  Cirafcr  b.  StJj  &  cal  bnuUut  hve 
S- 1  A- SUt  Ine,  it  «di  p«r  breddaa 

Ask  your  Travel  Agent  to  boob  through  Highlifc  on  0800  700  am 
(N.  Ireland  01 232  312000)  or  call  the  hotel  of  your  choice 
Please  quote  reference  DA  TT2812 


pci  penoa  per  kml  nn  I  pm|ik  Amv  •  4niUc 
Batfaatr  •V1’ lo  ,■  JjUlIrr.  AITuilIi  twr 


or  twin  mn.  Nn 

twW  «  Bmc  nf  |>«^  i,,  p,^ 


1^-1 


nly 


Currys 


bring  you  all  this 


LAUNDRY 

SAVE  ro£  150 


WHITE  KNIGHT 7H>  tumble  Dryw 

■  Cooldown  cyda.  . 

■  2  heat  settings.  SUENKE 

■  Compact  sire.  Khl  ftft 

Mode 1 3n.  Pill  £3299 

W*  UMM  was  CWJS.*1  -  m 


WHITE  KNIGHTiutiMi,^ 

■  Cooldown  facSt* 

■  2  heat  wrung*. 

■  120  mmutt-thoet  VrV  2*=^“ 

Mod*!  412.  BflllnlQu 

W; adS93S.  Bhlil  *■ 

Was  £129.99. 


22222 


£150 


£399« 


{449m 


»zAa^4tU=n 


{249m 


{479m 


was  £39939. 

In-store  Price  £29099. 

BUY  HOW  MY  JUY  *97 


£27999 


HOTPOINT  «~"V--TfrnffMnrr  flmrwrhnr 

■  'No heat*  HU  ““5“ 

economy  option.  ILl|l  r/HQno ! 

Model WM19P. INK  £349.94  mPl'M  U7199  ! 
BUY  MOW  Mr  JUY -97  - 


HOOVER  1100  Spin 'Now  Wavti' 


HOTPOINT  1000  Spin 'Aquarius' 
WMharttiyar 

SALE  PUCE 

ModtiWDa  RRI47S1M 

BUY  HOW  PKT  MWEMBBt  97 


BOSCH  1000  Spin  Tuny  Logic?  Aunwatbar 

■  Delay  timer.  ■wrzrr-i 

■  Quiet  operation.  rfcCE 

Model  WFE2000GB.  Kbfll  f4QQM 
was  £649.99.  HHIJWJjM 

Irvsore  Price  £51959. 


MATSU  I  IUUIUU  20*  tenon  ControlTV 

■  49cm  vfeUe  screen  *a.  ^ - , 

■  Ramon  control  for  IB  /  1  SAUMlcx  ] 

Was  £19959.  “ - 


LARGE  SCREEN  TVs 

SAVE 

H31 


rOTA L  OF  £200 


atas 


m 


Elio 


e489m 


2S*  MCAM  Stereo  TV 


iX 


L4JJ 


HITACHI  as-Doih 

TV  with  305  ■ 

S9cm  vtaijlc  screen  cbe.  I 
Model  2548.  0 

Was  £67959.  1 

BUY  HOW  PAT  JUNE  *97 


onmr 


HITACHI  BBS  28*  N 

TYmfth  Fastest 

■  Eficnrufette  scroen  Stee. 

■  2  scan,  sockets.  Hr/ll 

Model  2846.  HO 

was  £54959.  m-stpre  Price  £49959 
BUY  HOW  MY  JUNE  *97 


{429» 


28*  HtCAM  Stereo 
VOUCHER  HBGE 

f479» 


PANASONIC  Hf  Dolby  Protogk  Surround 
Scud  TV  with  Fasten 

■  68cm  riabtasreeu  she.  BWBI™”. 
■CtapmiriiabiHl  Mllllf  7  fln 

rr—‘ - - 1 — 1 — 

Uatta  29AD1DP.  Wta  159959.  (restore  Arte  £8*951 
BUY  MOW  PKf  DECSUBER  *97 


TOSHIBA  28~  Dolby  Pro-Logic  Surround 
Sound  TV  with  Fastmrt 
■  66aniri5ibte screen  ito>.  MWlBiW  nee 

zsszssl  pfiEIf799.!s 

Model  2857.  Was  £89959. 

In-store  Price  £849.99. 


SAVE 

to  £120 


BUY  NOW  PAY  a 
UP  TO  IB  MONTHS 
LATER 


TV  VIDEO  PACKAGES 

SAVE  TOTAL  OF  £200 


SONY  21*  Fasten  TV  whh  Remote  Control 
51cm  risible  screen  size.  ■WW',' 

Model  2TT1.  PUB  HM  Ti™ 

K»l»93» 

Model  210.  Was  £559. 


am 


BOSCH  mupn* 

■  11  wwh  programmes. ' 

■  Economy  options. 


V-h****** ;  tt,  M-'- r; 
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< CANDY  1 
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1000  Spin 
Autowasher 

■  15  programmes. 

■  Quick  wash. 

■  Half  load. 

Modal  a  041. 

Was  049.99. 

In-score  Price  £24959. 
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DISHWASHERS 
SAVE 
£160 


CANDY  Fu8  Sfae  Trosystara*  Dtshwashw 

■  4  programmes.  ^ — — — 

■  Defecate  cycle.  MflUBvuuoffltWM 

Model  C4100.  KFiTlI  .110. 

iMs  corn  ncm^as 

Was  £24959. 

BUY  NOW  fWT  JULY  *97 

HOOVER  Fun  size 

■Soft  va»—r  Dishwasher  MMW— 

■  MuM-dkaakavd  spray.  ■‘•K.  ■  **“l;yT 

■  Economy  option.  if|!f|lr7hQa 

Model  07436.  H  L'i'lt&Uja 

was  £429.99. 

BUY  HOW  WUTjUty  *97 


ZANUSSI 

Fufl  Sfce  DWtwasbt* 

■  Quick  wasli. 

■  Adjustable  baslrts- 
ModHOW907. 

Was  £42959. 

BUY  HOWMCT  HOVB 


GRUNDIG  ► 

21"  NICAM  Stereo  TV 
with  Fastext 

H  51cm  risible  screen  size. 

■  On-sown  display. 

■  Indudes  stand. 

Model  STS 5725. 

Wte  £32959. 


■O'  **  w» 


.'Vu 


"VW  *  , 


HOTPOINT  ► 

FuD  size  'Aquarius' 
Dishwasher 

■  Adjustable  upper  basket. 
h  8  programmes. 

■  Hotair  drying. 

Model  DF23. 

Was  £44959. 
was  £34959. 


'rZ&iirr 


■jr*' 


1  £29999 


VOUCHER  PRICE 

£199.99 


SONY  2S*  Dolby  Pro-Logic  Surround  Sound  TV 
9mtfeNrmHaitat  MtridSZ 
Was  £799.99. 

Hvstore  Price  £89959. 

PUIS  4-Hud  NICAM 
Stereo  Video  Model  5LVE710.  Was  £44959. 

Injttie  Frio  Pike  £39959.  hvstore  Package  Pike  £1099. 


18  MONTHS 
INTEREST 
FREE 
OPTION* 

ON  A  RANGE  OF  TOP 
BRAND  PRODUCTS 


i  AIWA  CD  Mini  Hi-Fi 

■  Programmable  CD  player. 

■  Turks  cassette  deck. 

■  Digital  tuner. 

■  Model  N5XV100. 

Was  £199.99. 
bv store  Price  £16959. 


REC0MMSN3ED  SV  GOOD  HOL'scKE sf’l.'JG 


SMI-S4K 


BOSCH  MSFn'Swtaglari&fttWBh* 

;■  Electronic  delay  timer. 

■  4  programmer. 

■  VCry  quret  operation. 

Model  9ECS2WU 143959 


:80 


{359m 


iJOCUfft  KMKh 
Control  Microwave 

■  950  wans 
power  output 

■  6  menu  programme 
fookinq. 

■One-touch  cooking. 
Model  196TC. 
was  £179.99. 


AEG  Ml  Sixe  YMao  Pewiltr  Dbfawasher 

■  tow  energy  and  ^ _ _ 

water  consinpfeon. 

■  eprogramms.  MKI  Ifth 

■  Outer  operation.  |l4i|£jTU9 

Model  4040.  1 

was  £47959. 


STOVES  V 

50cm  S)ot4n  Gas  Cookac. 
Finished  in  Brass  and 
Racing  Green 
Separate  own  and  min. 
Model  NEWHOME  502G5 
"Buceflam  value  for  money* 
Stcrees  502  AS  SEEN  IN  BBC 
GOOD  FOOD- MAGAZINE 
VUn  £54959. 

BUY  MOW  MY  JULY  *97 


CANDY 

8-0  cu.fL  Fridge 
Freezer 

■  5J!  cu.ft  fridge- 

■  4  star  freeaer  rating. 

Model  CPO230G. 

In-stote  Price  £21959. 

i HOOVER 

Upright  Cleaner 

■  Powerful  1000 
watt  motor. 

■  On-board  tools. 

■  Extra  kmq  aalr- 


MATSUImu  > 

4-Head  NICAM  Stereo 
Video  wHh  VideoPlus 
PDC  and  Auto  Set-Up 

4-heads  for  improved 
itow-motlon  and  freeze  frame. 
Model  VP9061.  Was  £26959. 
Instore  Price  £24959. 


PORTABLE  TVs 

SAVE 

Koaf  £50 


PANASONIC  U*  Colour  FUttaMa TV 

wWihuiwte  Control  ^HHM^OUOta  IW2 
■  34onvTS*le  screen  we.  WYV  4lf"A 

SSS’SS?°*k  BnitiOaa 

hvstore  Price  £17959. 


SONY  14*  Osiotsr  Portable  TV  wllh  Fiutext 
■  34cmvhflsle  screen  star.  ^BHHfvnmvniw3 
■Tilt  and  swivel  base.  MTMimii 

Model  14TL  KfilrlMMqo 

Was  £24959. 

In-store  Price  £20959. 


TOP  BRAND  VIDEOS 

SAVE 

TOTAL  OF  £60 


HOTPOINT  MShaUttkna-DhtwHBfwr 

■  9  hour  delay  timer. 

■  8  programmes. 

■  Adjustable  upper 


Model  DF32 
Was  £49959. 

BUY  MOW  MY 


ZANUSSI  Ml  are -Amt 

■  Economy  cyde.  MM 

■  9  programmes 

a Mutb-radc  baskets.  Hill 
ModriDW927.  BU 

was  £51959.  Was  £42999. 

BUY  HOW  MY  HOVBUBSR  *97 


1419a 


REFRIGERATION 

SAVE™ £130 


CANDY  _ _ 

9L>  cnfL  Fildga  1‘mezar  HMj 

■  5.7  cu-ft.  fridge.  Bi 
>  nitabla  shehes.  RLYil 
ModH  OCM28TI2G.  HEU 
Whs  £39959.  feVRun;  Price  £29959. 


5ALE  PRICE 

i449a 


VOUCHBl  PRICE 

£$9.99 


'  FREE 
PRINTER 


£129999 


i  PACKARD  BELL 
bnemet  Ready  lOOMhz 
Pentium®  Processor 
Multimedia  PC 

■  8Mb  RAM/8 SOMb 
hard  drive. 

■  285  bps  fax  modem. 

■  Quad  speed  CD-ROM  drive. 

■  Remote  control  +  radio  card. 
Model  909D.  Wbs  £1449. 


MATSU!  IDBBBi  long  Play  video  with 
Mamma  Control 

■  Long  play  increases  If  SAi£HBtt~l 

reconlkng ume ol tapes.  Wfw  BWA 

■  hrirared  remote  control  1 1 H  r  |  <Hqq 

ModdVXAl  Ida  was  £14959:  mi 1 
BBTSBXBt 


AIWA  LHkp  Play  Video  with  WdeoHui 

■  Ovsaeen  display.  ^ _ 

■  Auto-head  cleaning.  MB  sai£  ma 

KSSSt  E|£179m 


SAVE 


PRINTER 


COOKERS 

SAVE 
to  £170 


VACUUMS 

Irrrn  SAVE 

Jiiii  %  HALF  PRICE 


334599 


£13399 


£13399 


£14399 


£16399 


CARLTON 

Cyinder  OeaM. 

■  1100  wan  motor. 

■  Tools  included. 
Model  CVC1015. 
WSS  £89.99. 


ACER  ACROS  PWO  Intel  Pardum® 


PCs 

SAVE  to  £>  200 

PLUS  FREE  COLOUR  PRirjTER,  WITH  5ELECTED  PCs 

3$ 


ELECTROLUX  75oiJtnug« 

■  AtfmtaHerhennostBt. 

■4  Star  freezer  rating.  EkTil  lift 
Model  23468.  HrA'lffcll 

was  £39959.  HT  - 

BUY  NOWPKY  JUtY -?7 


£28399 


ELECTROLUX 

£373991 1  ‘srx 

Model  TANGO  1661.- 


El  £4399 


BHH  gunkrOonK 

SJUrmCE- 

0a  £6899 


■  8Mb  RAM. 

■  asOMb  hard  drive. 
Model  PltXJ. 

Was  £999. 


‘Ilf"  1  t'l4L 


l50 


ADVENT  PT2QMHZ  MuUn 

■  8Mb  RAM/IGb  BUM 

hard  drive. 

■  285  bps  but  modem.  BCTiYil 

Model  8125.  .  nillll 

Was  £1199. 


U<  a'l  4 1 


edtaPC 
SALE  HIKE 


APRICOT  InMMt  Ready  PUS  IMtknerSa  PC 


{1699 


TOSHIBA  BIWHM  Long-Play  Video 
with  VideoPlus  ^ - 

VJdeoplus  and  PDC  for  rntWyMKua  Hm 

easy  reliable  recordings.  A 

Uvstore  Price  £24?59.  gf4>liZZj-M 

Model  V226.  - 


PANASONIC  4-riead  MCAM 

Stereo  Video  with  gm— — ■ 

VfdaoPlus  and  PDC  ‘STT*1 

VideoPlus  for  easy  a|)Wljli  JLll  Q, 

Programming. 

Model  605.  - 


AIWA  4-Head  MICAM  5t*reo  Video  with 

VideoPlus  and  PDC  - 

VideoPlus  and  PDC  lor  n^HvOUOe 

easy.  reBable  iKordiogi.  HL>f|H  Iff 
■restore  Price  £299.99. 

Model  HVFX2S00.  - 

9  HONTHS  WIBOST  FBS  Omar 


HITACHI  IWWB  Mtad HKAU  Stereo 

VMMWtfaVkfaoPfas 

WdcoftaardmCtaroiBy  ___ 

and  reHable  procpamoiliig  rl  QQna 

Model  54S.  Was  £34959.  WFVMEZJXB 

In-store  Price  £325.99.  ^ - 

MONTHS  DflHtBT  FREE  OjniON* 


SONY  4-ftMd  Sopw-lWoglc  MCAM  srereo  video 
Hath  lfidaoffaflaod  roc 

Super  THIogk  for  « 

SSSSKSTSS  Kifilf389[w 

Iresure  Prim  £39959.  ^ - 

12  MONTHS  HTHIST  PBS  DPIKWf* 


Was  £778SL  Was  £69959. 

mr  mimr  ■warn  tf 


110 


Brit  I.1  "’-■■I 


i669» 


CAN  DY  10.1  oiJl.  Frost  Free  Fridga  Frearor 

■  4.4  cu.ft  freerer.  MB— ~ «»i»— 1 rv 

■  5.7  tu.fr. fridge.  WH 

■  Tittableihatues.  Kt H IB  fl/Lilnn 

Model  CCNP2SY13. 

Wat  £479=91  Wfc  £37959.”  _ 

BUY  HOW  MY  M0VEW8I  *17 


AEG  123  cu-ft.  Fridge  Ffaeror 
■2  compressors.  ^  sale  erect 

■  External  thermostat  VyB  paa 

Model  3534.  Kll|{33399 

was  £64959.  mn?mzai*<4a3 

BUYH0WPKYJUiy*m  . 


HOTPOINT  GOanSoMo 

'Bearic  COohM 
■  One  halogen  zone.  ■B9|  SAUreKE 

Hai779» 

WM  £79959.  BUY  HOW 


■  respeed  CD-ROM  drive. 

Model  MS540  PI  13  16Mb. 
was  £1899.9  M0H1HS 
WIHtEST  FREE  OPTWH* 

PLUS  PBS  nnSWET  fOB  7  YEAR 


i200 


CD  HI-FI  SYSTEMS 

SAVE  US  El 00 


DYSON  Antarctka  Solo  in  aid  of 


fill* 


NEW 


BUYN0WPXY  JULY  *97 


f219bs 


e599» 


MATSU!  nm 

BE  cn-ft  Compact  IBjowpo 

■800  wans  power ouqwi.  K 
■  60  minute  timer..  ■ 

Model  M161M.  ‘ '  ■ 

■restore  Price  £7459.  “ 


SANYO  mmmwm 

Compact  Mkrowaw  ■■ 

■  Unique  Super  HI 

Showarwave.  M 

-  Cook  System.  B] 

■  800  wens  power  output. 
Model  EMS102.  Was  £9959. 


MICROWAVES 

SAVE to £50 

[*7T 


MATSU  I  vms: 

CD  W-H  with  TUrmaMe  1 

■  Fufly  programmable  CD-I 

■  AM/TM  tuner.  | 

Model  CDM707.  I 

Was  £9953.  Was  £8959. 


PI  (79js 


AIWA  DoRiypKHLogkCDMMHi-H 

■  MuMptay-  plays  up  MM"  SAlEPmQ 

10  3  CDs.  VfWV  t/kfi 

■  RDS  tflgital  tuner.  nii!  cuHMm 

Model  N5XAVU& 

WAS  £69959. 

IB  MONTHS  MTEMEST  HtEE  DPTMM' 


ULCnt-ft. 

Pi  {89n 


PANASONIC  MdLft  Monmi 

wltti  Convection  ■HfL.  ngg 

OmariH  H  (»j(| 

■  Auto weight cookf  .  Kill  rJAliu 
defrost  and  reheat.  EU  Xfc*fJJ3 
■3  stage  memory. 

Model  NM7S6.  Was  £29959. 


AIWA  Ultra  Corapaa  CD  Mkio  H#-H 

£269js 


£  HALF  PRICE 
ON  TAPES  AND 
HEADPHONES 

See  in-store  for  details 


LOWEST 

PRICES 


ON  THE  SPOT 


s-ock  id  i  i  -i.-h:  '.hop  within  7  cloys  of 
Ourch.VK*  .-ir.d  wc-'il  m.-itrr.  it. 

WE'LL  NEVER  BE  BEATEN 


£30 


EXC1.US1VHS 

Mu.ur 


M 


DUY  NOW 
PAY  UP  TO 
16 

MONTHS 

LATER 


Currys 

SS  Currys  voucher  specials 

1  ■' 


P  *  :;;v  :I  -l.i.M.. 
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THE  SUNIMy  TIMES 

QUIZ  OF 
THE  YEAR 

Match  the  quote  with 
the  face,  and  answer 
other  brainteasers  as 
Nigel  Rees  reviews  19% 


■I'm  pretty  middle 

class  9 

^1  can't  answer 
that  question.  I’m 
too  hungover^ 

6 What  me? 
Having  affairs?  9 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 
tomorrow 


No  respite  for  nurses  in 
the  frontline  of  childcare 


By  John  Young 

FOR  children  who  are  seri¬ 
ously  ilL  Christmas  brings 
little  joy  or  comfort  Hospitals 
try  to  get  them  home  over  the 
holiday  period,  but  for  their 
families  the  festivities  are 
overshadowed  by  worry. 

Many  are  too  U1  to  go  home 
and  for  hospital  staff  there  is 
little  respite.  At  Guy’s  Hospi¬ 
tal.  in  central  London,  the 
wards  that  comprise  the 
Evelina  Children's  Hospital 
seem  as  busy  as  ever. 

Carol  Williams,  clinical 
nurse  specialist,  is  responsible 
for  overseeing  education,  re¬ 
search  and  day-to-day  prac¬ 
tice  among  the  nurses.  When 
she  joined  the  profession, 
student  nurses  underwent 
general  training,  and  those 
who  wanted  to  work  with 
children  then  did  a  further 
six-month  course.  Now  they 
choose  one  of  five  specialised 
disciplines,  including  paedi¬ 
atrics.  at  the  registration 
stage,  each  of  which  involves 
a  three-year  diploma  course. 

Children’s  nurses  must  be 
able  to  communicate  with 
their  patients.  Sister  Williams 
said.  “You  have  to  be  able  to 
adapt  the  language  you  use 


The  Evelina  Appeal 

1  enclose  a  cheque  /  postal  order  (payable  to  The  Evelina  Childrens 
Hospital  Appeal)  Tor  E . . . 

Or.  please  debit  my  Visa  t  Assess  l  Mastercard  account 


Expiry  date _ /  .........  Today's  dare _ / - / 

Signature - - - 

NAME - - - 

ADDRESS _ - _ 

_ POSTCODE _ _ _ 

DAYTIME  PHONE  No _ 

To  make  an  instant  credit  card  donation,  please  telephone  0171-403 
4080.  or  said  this  coupon  with  your  donation  me 


The  Evelina  Appeals  Office 
Henrictte  Raphael  House 
Guys  Hospital 
Sr  Thomas  Street,  S  El  9RT 
keg.  Charity  No.  251983 
I  would  like  n\y  gift  to  help  Reseaitii  D. 
Care  □.  Equipment  □  or  the  General 
Appeal  Fund  □  (tick  as  appropriate). 

□  Tick  here  if  you  would  like  a  receipt. 


THEiflhteTIMES 

CHRISTMAS 

"APPEAL 


and  the  tone  of  voice,  other¬ 
wise  the  way  you  address,  say, 
a  four-year-old  will  be  seen  by 
a  12-year-old  as  patronising.” 

Flexibility  is  also  needed, 
because  in  children's  wards 
one  cannot  establish  the  sort 


of  routine  possible  with 
adults.  The  nurses  must  be 
constantly  on  the  alert  for 
what  needs  doing. 

“Our  nurses  work  hand  and 
do  extra  shifts  when  needed. 
In  return,  they  get  time  off 


and  funding  for  their  degree 
courses.  Most  ,of  them  stay 
here  a  long  time.  We  are  a 
very  dose  community." 

Caring  for  those  with  neur- 
’ological  diseases  and  metab¬ 
olic  disorders  is  very  demand¬ 
ing.  Malfunctions  of  the 
nervous  system  or  in  the 
ability  to  convert  food  into 
tissue  are  not  easily  under¬ 
stood  and  diagnosed.  Often, 
there  is  little  hope  of  a  cure. 

Leo  Hector  was  bom  with  a 
hole  in  the  heart  which  was 
satisfactorily  repaired.  But  at 
the  time  of  his  second  birth¬ 
day,  last  month,  he  began  de¬ 
veloping  fits.  His  local  hos¬ 
pital  in  Sidcup.  southeast 
London,  could  find  no  ex¬ 
planation  and  he  was  sent  to 
the  Evelina  for  tests. "  Initially 
it  was  very  frightening,"  his 
mother,  Sarah,  said.  "I  sup¬ 
pose  I  am  getting  more  used 
to  it, but  it’s  stiD  pretty  scary, 
especially  since  we  don’t 
know  what  is  causing  it." 

More  money  is  urgently 
needed  for  research  into  dis¬ 
eases  for  which  an  effective 
treatment  has  yet  to  be  discov¬ 
ered.  The  Times  is  continuing 
to  support  the  Evelina  Chil¬ 
dren's  Hospital  Appeal  and 
hopes  readers  will  do  too. 


'  six 

;  /•  ’ 

"  PfM 


S*a*HE*S 

ssEf-sWag® 

lp|S 


mm  m.  *  ^ 

mm* 

Curtis  Kilby,  7  months,  in  the  neurology  ward  of  the  Evelina  Children's  Hospital 
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SAVE  S  £100  ON  I 
TELEVISIONS 


SAVESaOO 
ON  VIDEOS 
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SAVE  is  50'o  ON 
:?  MICROWAVES 
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YOU  CAN  T  BUY  BETTER 

Before  you  ouy  ar-'/tnirg  e Metrics;  This  '/.'ester. d.  creek  toe  Price  iocex. 
veur  v.eekiv  cuids  :c  the  lowest  orices.  exciusivelv  st  Ccoieo 


SALE  NOW  ON 
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.  SAVE  15  £130  ON 
REFRIGERATION 
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SAVE  £  50%  ON 
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Flu  epidemic 
hits  the  North 
and  the  young 

By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


BRITAIN  is  in  the  grip  of  a  flu 
epidemic,  with  the  number  of 
cases  doubling  since  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  December. 

The  latest  figures  issued  by 
the  Royal  College  of  General 
Practitioners  (RCGP).  which 
monitors  cases  of  flu,  show 
that  128  people  in  every 
100.000  aresuffering  a  flu-like 
Alness.  There  is  no  absolute 
definition  of  when  an  out¬ 
break  becomes  an  epidemic, 
but  it  is  usually  defined  as  any 
number 7  over  100  cases  per 
100^300  people..  December 
saw  a,  sharp  rise  frpm53  cases 
per 100,000 at  the  begmnmg  of 
the  mdntii  to  87.  last  week. 

Such  an  increase  of  flu  and 
flu-like  illnesses  is  normal  at 
this  time  of  year  and  the 
present  level  is  by  no  means 
out  of  the  onfhuuy.  In  a  bad 
year,  more  -than  -400  per 
100,000  may  be  suffering  at 
any  time. 

This  month’s  figures  show 
that  the  highest  number  of 
cases  is  in  the  North  and  that 
the  age  group  worst  affected  is 
that  between  15  and  24. 

Three  types  of  flu  have  been 
identified  this  winter:  the 
Beijing  A  strain,  responsible 
for  the  last  serious  epidemic  in 
1993.  and  the  Singapore  and 
Wuhan  strains.  The  Wuhan 
strain  is  new  and  is  responsi¬ 


ble  for  typical  flu  symptoms  of 
aching  limbs  and  coughing 
.  and  wheezing  lungs.  The  flu 
vaccine  made  available  this 
year  is  designed  to  give  protec¬ 
tion  against  all  three  strains. 

.  This  year,  active  efforts  have 
been  made  to  discourage?# 
healthy  younger  people  from 
receiving  die  vaccination  in 
order  to  save  supplies  for 
those  at  greater  risk.  i 

Dr  Douglas  Fleming,  head 
of  the  RCGP  research,  unit  in 
Birmingham  that  monitors 
thejfigures,  said:  “On  balance 
we  fake  'the  view  that,  for  • 
young,  fit  people,  an  attack  of 
influenza  is  the  preferred  op¬ 
tion  to  having  a  vaccine  every 
year."  A  bout  of  flu  provides 
several  years  of  good  immuni¬ 
ty  against  the  particular  strain 
responsible. 

The  evidence,  however,  is 
that  about  a  quarter  of  the 
doses  of  vaccine  go  to  people 
who  fall  outside  the  high-risk 
category  —  defined  as  people 
with  chronic  heart  or  chest 
complaints,  chronic  kidney 
disease,  diabetes,  lowered  im¬ 
munity  or  any  other  serious 
Alness,  as  well  as  the  elderly 
living  in  residential  homes.  _ 
Uptake  even  in  this  group  is  W 
no  better  than  about  50  per 
cent  even  though  research 
shows  the  vaccine  is  effective. 
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Healing  society  by  the 
power  of  forgiveness 


Digital  systems  and  low  technology  combine  as  experts  work  to  reveal  the  details  of  the  first  video  recording,  made  on  78rpra  discs 

Logie  Baird’s  picture  recording  revealed  by  technical  wizardy 

70-year-old  video  gets  its  first  play 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

EXPERTS  have  successfully 
played  back  the  world's  earli¬ 
est  video  recordings  for  the 
first  tirae  since  they  were 
created  almost  70  years  ago. 

They  were  made  by  John 
Logie  Baird,  the  inventor  of 
television,  more  than  three 
decades  before  the  world's 
first  practical  video  recorder 
was  made  in  America  by  the 
Ampex  company  in  1959.  But 
the  great  Scottish  inventor 
was  never  able  to  play  back 
the  three-minute  recordings 
held  cm  TSrpm  discs  because 
his  equipment  was  not  sophis¬ 
ticated  enough. 

Now,  however,  computer 
experts  working  for  the  Muse¬ 
um  of  Photography,  Film  and 
Television  in  Bradford.  York¬ 
shire,  have  decoded  the  discs 
to  reveal  the  first  recordings  of 
moving  television  pictures. 
The  hairs  on  die  back  of  my 
head  stood  on  end  when  I  saw 
those  pictures.’*  said  John 
Trenbuth.  the  senior  curator  of 
television  at  the  museum.  “It 
was  like  the  opening  of 


Logie  Baird  could  not  replay  any  of  his  recordings, 
mdudnig  one  of  his  secretory.  Emily  Pounsfbrd 


Tutankharnun’s  tomb"  The 
recordings,  which  Baird  made 
by- a  method  called  phono- 
vision,  dale -from  about  1927, 
soon  after  he  patented  his 
television  system. 

One  shows  Emily  Pbuns- 
fonJ;  a  temporary  secretary 
working  for  the  inventor  at  his 
London  studios  in  Long  Acre. 
She  tosses  the  rlilgltfs  in  her 


hair  as  she  apparently  talks  to 
someone  off-camera. 

Others  show  Baird’s  assis¬ 
tant  Wally  with  “Stookie"  Bob, 
the  head  of  a  ventriloquist's 
dummy  which  was  the  first 
image  broadcast  by  theinven? 
tor.  The  museum  has  played 
bade  all  six  of  the  experimen¬ 
tal  13in  discs  known  to  east, 
but  Mr  Trenouth  is  hopeful 


that  others  might  be 
uncovered. 

Four  are  in  private  owner¬ 
ship.  one  was  presented  to  the 
Science  Museum  by  Baird  in 
the  1930s  and  one  is  hdd  by 
EMI,  the  successors  to  Colum¬ 
bia.  who  helped  Baird's  work. 

Mr  Trenouth  said:  “The 
signals  from  Baird's  equip¬ 
ment  were  recorded  on  hot 
wax,  just  as  sound  recordings 
were  made  in  those  days,  but  it 
was  impossible  to  play  them 
back  as  the  recording  hiss  and 
other  background  noise  ob¬ 
scured  the  signal  too  much  for 
his  equipment  He  was  also 
unable  to  synchronise  the 
pictures." 

Elliot  Levin,  who  has 
worked  for  the  National 
Sound  Archive,  first  tran¬ 
scribed  the  recordings  on  to 
digital  tape  and  then  Don 
Maclean,  a  computer  expert 
with  Hewlett  Packard,  cleaned 
up  the  images.  "They  both 
gave  hours  of  their  own  time 
to  achieve  it,"  said  Mr 
Trenouth.  “Elliot  took  three 
hours  just  to  position  each  disc 
correctly  for  replay,  using  a 
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microscope  to  place  it  exactly 
right 

“At  first  it  was  thought  Miss 
Pounsford  was  smoking,  but 
after  enhancement  it  became 
dear  that  it  was  just  interfer¬ 
ence.  Baird  never  saw 
recognisable  images  from 
these  discs  and  to  extract  them 
50  years  after  his  death  and 
enhance  them  to  the  point 
where  you  can  see  what  he 
and  his  colleagues  saw  on  the 
day  of  the  recording  is  quite 
something.  They  are  images 
from  the  grave,  ghosts  out  of 
the  air." 


CHRIST  can  heal  only  those 
who  know  that  they  are  sick. 
He  wants  to  cure  the  sick¬ 
ness  of  those  who  are  arro¬ 
gant  and  self-righteous.  His 
great  ay  is  to  those  people 
who  would  cast  the  first 
stone.  They  are  to  stop  and 
ask  whether  they  are  without 
sin  themselves.  When  Peter 
asks  how  often  he  is  to 
forgive  someone,  Jesus  re¬ 
plies  that  he  must  do  so  an 
indefinite  number  of  times. 

The  Nicene  Creed  pro¬ 
claims  the  Christian  faith 
and  lists  (he  beliefs  on  which 
life  should  be  based.  It  is  a 
call  to  action.  One  Christian 
action  is  the  forgiveness  of 
sins.  That  forgiveness  is 
shown  by  the  Son  of  God 
who  became  Man  and  died 
for  our  sins.  Each  man  is 
made  in  the  image  of  God.  It 
is  therefore  every  man's 
function  not  only  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  forgiveness  of  his 
own  sins,  once  he  has  repent¬ 
ed,  but  also  to  forgive  others 
their  sins. 

A  Christian  believes  in 
absolutes,  but  recognises 
that  in  attempting  to  reach 
them,  he  and  every  other 
person  will  fall  and  fail 
unless  the  power  of  God 
carries  him.  Even  outside  the 
Christian  message  there  is  a 
general  recognition  that  life 
is  about  learning  to  rise  ever 
more  graciously  each  time 
one  falls  —  as  Samuel  Beck¬ 
ett,  who  was  an  atheist,  said 
in  an  interview. 

Forgiveness  does  not  have 
to  mean  forgetting:  It  does 
not  mean  that  there  should 
be  no  penance  or  making  of 
amends.  As  in  Gflbert  and 
Sullivan,  the  punishment 
must  fit  the  crime.  Forgive¬ 
ness  does  not  abolish  the 
consequences  of  sin  or  the 
need  for  them  to  be  put  right. 
In  The  Dream  of  Gerontius. 
the  soul  coming  before  God 
is  so  blinded  and  over- 


Antony 

Sutch 


whelmed  by  the  beauty  of  the 
beatific  vision  that  it  asks  to 
be  taken  away.  Gerontius 
needs  purgatory  to  make 
him  ready  for  an  intensity  of 
joy  that  life  on  earth  has  not 
prepared  him  for.  In  the 
same  way,  everybody  needs 
penance  for  wrongdoing  to 
prepare  him  for  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  being  forgiven. 

The  wickedness  we  see 
today  —  the  massacres, 
rapes,  murders  and  cruelly, 
the  tortures  and  maimings, 
the  replacement  of  politics  by 
violence  —  all  of  these  tell  of 
the  need  to  discover  methods 
of  controlling  evil  and  of 
making  people  pay  for  it 

Yet  the  power  of  uncondi¬ 
tional  forgiveness,  like  that 
of  Senator  Gordon  Wilson 
for  the  IRA  killers  of  his 
daughter  at  the  Enniskillen 
bombing,  can  transform  and 
change  evil,  and  the  people 
who  devise  it  There  are 
moments  of  pure  good. 


Christ  on  the  cross  cried  out: 
“Father,  forgive  them,  for 
they  know  not  what  they  do." 
These  are  the  words  of  the 
Messiah.  We  hear  them 
again  in  that  moment  after 
his  resurrection  when  Christ 
comes  face  to  face  with  Peter 
who  has  denied  him  three 
times.  There  is  no  accusation 
or  blame,  no  demand  for 
explanation,  but  simply  the 
same  question  three  times: 
"Do  you  love  me?" 

The  new  Adam  is  not  in 
the  mould  of  the  old  Adam, 
who  pointed  his  finger  at 
Eve  and  said  that  she  had 
made  him  do  it.  Then  Eve 
pointed  her  finger  at  the 
serpent  Each  passed  the 
responsibility  on  to  another. 
I  n  the  new  order  the  individ¬ 
ual  must  recognise  his  own 
need  for  help,  and  ask  for 
Forgiveness. 

St  Benedict  in  his  Rule 
expects  the  individual  to 
acknowledge  his  wrongdo¬ 
ing  in  the  presence  of  the 
community.  St  Benedict 
thought  this  the  best  way  for 
men  to  repair  broken  bonds. 
In  the  same  way  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  of  ReconcOiation  is 
initiated  by  the  person  seek¬ 
ing  forgiveness,  who  is  then 
forgiven  in  (be  name  both  of 
God  and  of  the  community. 

This  latter  Is  of  enormous 
importance,  since  any  fault 
affects  everyone  else.  Sin  is 
not  a  private  zone,  nor  is  the 
amending  of  it  Then  comes 
the  penance,  and  the  recogni¬ 
tion  by  the  individual  that 
forgiveness  has  been 
granted. 

Forgiveness  humanises 
the  forgiven,  it  does  exactly 
the  same  to  the  forgiver.  This 
unexpected  deepening  of  hu¬ 
manity  is  what  a  Christian 
action  brings  to  us. 

Dom  Antony  Sutch  is  Head 
Master  of  Downside  School 
near  Bath 
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Code  will  make  solicitors  come  clean  on  charges 


By  Frances  Gibb 
LEGAL  CORRESPONDENT 

SOLICITORS  will  have  to  tdl 
clients  in  advance  what  their 
charges  are  and  the  likely  cost  of 
any  action  under  strict  rules  being 
drawn  up  by  die  Law  Society.  The 
code  will  also  require  them  to  say 
what  their  hourly  rate  is  and 
explain  any  extra  costs. 

About  60  per  cent  of  the  19.000 
complaints  each  year  to  the  Office 
for  the  Supervision  of  Solicitors, 
which  has  replaced  the  Cbmplaints 
Bureau,  relate  in  part  or  in  total  to 
costs.  Despite  efforts  by  the  Law 


Stay  thin 
and  live 
longer 
on  a  diet 
of  beer 

By  David  Charter 


ACADEMICS  have  moun¬ 
ted  a  stout  defence  of  beer, 
which  they  say  can  prolong 
life,  reduce  the  risk  of  heart 
disease  and  does  not  in 
itself  make  drinkers  fiat. 

In  the  December  issue  of 
Chemistry  in  Britain,  Pro¬ 
fessor  David  Williams  and 
Jeremy  Philpott.  a  re¬ 
searcher  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Wales,  Cardiff,  say 
beer  brewed  with  spring 
water  and  hops  is  fat-free. 
Beer  bellies  are  caused  not 
by  beer,  but  by  its  effect  as 
an  appetite  stimulant,  they 
say. 

Professor  Williams.  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Spedation  and 
Analytical  Chemistry,  said; 
“You  can  go  on  a  beer  diet 
There  are  fewer  calories  in 
some  beers  than  there  are 
in  skimmed  milk."  His 
promotion  of  beer  as  a 
dietary  aid  extends  only  to 
“the  occasional  pint",  how¬ 
ever.  “Those  on  a  calorie- 
controlled  diet  still  need  to 
reduce  their  beer  consump¬ 
tion.  because  the  body  pref¬ 
erentially  bums  the  carbo¬ 
hydrates  derived  from  beer 
rather  than  body  faL” 

He  added:  “The  evidence 
to  date  shows  that  those 
who  drink  a  pint  a  day 
have  an  expected  lifespan  a 
year  or  two  longer  than 
abstainers.  The  modest  lev¬ 
els  of  alcohol  in  beer  im¬ 
prove  blood  circulation, 
reducing  the  risk  of  heart 
disease  for  light  drinkers 
compared  with  that  for 
heavy  drinkers  and 
abstainers, 

“When  used  a  part  of  a 
balanced  diet,  beer  is  bene¬ 
ficial  for  human  health, 
and  the  infrequent  mishap 
resulting  from  a  little  over- 
indulgence  is  no  reason  to 
brand  beer  as  contrary  to 
our  wellbeing." 

He  said  the  93  per  cent 
water  content  of  beer  more 
than  compensated  for  the 
dehydrating  effects  of  the 
alcohoL  A  pint  provided 
protein  and  B  vitamins,  as 
well  as  15g  of  carbohydrate 
from  the  barley  and  malt, 
while  being  virtually  free 
of  toxic  metals.  “Even 
when  the  few  species  of 
bacteria  that  can  survive  in 
beer  are  present,  they  gen¬ 
erally  compromise  only  the 
taste  and  appearance  of  the 
beer,  rather  than  posing 
any  serious  risk  to  health." 


Society  to  persuade  its  members  to 
disclose  charges,  many  still  pay 
only  lip  service  to  the  notion. 

Tony  Girling,  president  of  the 
Law  Society,  said:  "Although  at  - 
present  solicitors  are  encouraged, 
as  good  practice,  to  disclose  their 
charging  rates,  many  are  still  nor 
doing  so  in  a  way  which  meets  the 
needs  of  clients.”  The  new  code, 
backed  by  sanctions,  would  enable 
clients  to  complain  about  inade¬ 
quate  professional  services  and 
obtain  compensation  or  reductions 
in  bills,  he  said. 

David  Hartley,  head  of  solicitors' 
remuneration  at  the  Law  Society, 


said:  “The  new  code  wall  make  the 
obligations  on  solicitors  dearer.  At 
the  moment,  they  are  urged  to  give 
best  information'  on  costs  —  but 
beauty  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder 
and  solicitors  can  interpret  this 
how  they  wish.”  The  code,  yet  to  go 
before  the  Law  Society  council, 
would  encourage  greater  compli¬ 
ance  and  ensure  that  the  public 
was  given  a  dearer  idea  what  costs 
were  involved,  he  said. 

There  is  increasing  pressure  far 
solidfors  to  make  charging  dearer, 
and  far  overall  estimates  where 
possible,  from  bodies  such  as  die 
Legal  Services  Ombudsman  and 


the  National  Consumer  Council.  It 
was  me  of  the  hot  topics  at  the  Law 
Society  conference  in  October. 

Many  solicitors  insisted  that  it 
was  not  possible  to  estimate  the 
costs  of  a  piece  of  work,  particular¬ 
ly  with  litigation.  A  number  still 
did  not  quote  an  att-in  hourly  rate, 
instead  dting  their  basic  rate  and 
then  adding  a  “mark-up”  on  top, 
despite  the  irritation  this  caused 
among  dients. 

Large  City  law  firms  now  fre¬ 
quently  quote  fixed,  all-in  rates  far 
a  specific  piece  of  work  because 
large  companies  expect  it.  Stuart 
Waierworth.  team  leader  of  diem 


relations  at  the'  Office  for  the 
Supervision  of  Solicitors  said  that 
one  solicitor  about  whom  a  com¬ 
plaint  was  made’ boasted  .that  “He* 
was  required  to  say.that  he  charged  . 
by  the  hour,  but  not  what  die 
charge  was” 

Mr  Waterworth  died  the  case  of 
a  woman  who  went  to  a  solicitor 
with  a  complex  matrimonial  case. 
The  firm  quoted  her  an  hourly  rate 
of  £75  and  asked  for  £750  in 
advance.  Some  20  months  later, 
she  got  a  bill  for  £8,000. 

“Their  hourly  rate  had  risen  at 
regular  intervals  during  the-pdriod. 
yet  she  had  never  been  informed,” 


he  said.  “At  no  stage  did  they  0^ 
her  an  interim  bill  or  any  indica¬ 
tion  of  what  costs  had  been  run  up. 
She  should  have  been  told  at  least . 
every jix  nionths, 'if  not.raore  often, 
how  costs  were  mounting." 

He  said  that  many  solicitors 
abided  by  die  letter  of  the  ‘‘best 


the  spirit  In  a  briefing  paper  to  the 
Law  Society  conference,  his  office 
noted  that  die  public  were  now 
“more  empowered  than  ever,  they 
know  their  rights*  are  ready  to 
complain  if  the  service  they  receive  - 
is  not  up  to  scratch  and  are  aware 
of  most  forms  of  redress”.  Time 


and  again  Citizens’  Advice  Bureaux 
asked  why  solicitors  were  so  hesi¬ 
tant  to  give  firm  guidelines  on 
likely  charges  and  were  so  hesitant 
tp  provide  information  on  costs,  the 
office  said.  ,  . 

"It  does  little  good  explaining  to 
people  that  solicitors'  charges  are 
based  on  a  range  of  factors  and  are 
often  impossible  to  calculate  from 
the  outset  Clients  are  now  de¬ 
manding  a  more  detailed  analysis 
of  the  likely  bill  they  are  going  to 
face  and  are  less  willing  to  accept 
-bills  which 'come  out  of  the  blue  or 
do  not  at  least  reflect  a  verbal  or 
written  estimate." 
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Yvonne  Fox  is  playing  the  heroine  Jemima  Nicholas,  who  captured  14  French  troops.  After  the  surrender,  prisoners  persuaded  local  girls  to  help  them  to  escape  ■ 

Invaders  hungry  for  encore  of  French  farce 


Two  hundred  years  ago,  Fishguard  earned 
a  place  in  history  as  the  scene  of  the  last 
armed  invasion  of  Britain.  Alan  Hamilton 
reports  on  plans  to  commemorate  the  event 


Last  invasion 
of  Britain, 
February '1797 


Cardigan 
5  Bay 


THE  last  armed  invasion  of 
Britain  was  severely  weak¬ 
ened  by  too  much  food  and 
drink,  and  surrendered  after 
facing  the  local  womenfolk. 
Two  hundred  years  later,  the 
French  have  willingly  accept¬ 
ed  an  invitation  to  return  to 
commemorate  their  defeat 

The  French  landing  in  west 
Wales  in  February  1797,  dur¬ 
ing  the  Napoleonic  Wars,  was 
a  blend  of  high  farce  and 
disaster,  involving  a  shady 
American,  a  local  heroine,  the 
only  British  Army  battle  hon¬ 
our  awarded  for  service  in  the 
home  country,  and  first  issue 
of  paper  money  by  the  Bank 
of  England. 

A  year  of  commemoration 
is  planned  at  Fishguard,  dose 
to  the  landing  site  in  Pem¬ 
brokeshire.  A  leading  role  will 
be  played  by  Yvonne  Fox, 
warden  of  old  people’s  shel¬ 
tered  bousing  in  the  town. 
Dressed  in  a  traditional  red 
cape  and  wielding  a  pitchfork, 
she  will  play  Jemima  Nicho¬ 
las,  a  sizeable  47-year-old 


cobbler  who  is  said  to  have 
captured  14  French  soldiers 
single-handed  and  to  have 
terrified  the  rest  into  surren¬ 
der  by  being  mistaken  for  a 
reinforcement  of  King 
George’s  Redcoats. 

A  detachment  of  France’s 
Napoleonic  Association  — 
which  relives  the  dictator's 
campaigns  —  is  to  visit 
Fishguard  in  the  summer  to 
re-enact  the  surrender  on 
Goodwick  .Sands,  dose  to  the 
ferry  terminal  for  Ireland. 
Mike  Woakes.  director  of  the 
festivities,  said:  “We  have  said 
we  are  commemorating  the 
event,  not  celebrating  it.  That 
enables  us  to  invite  the 
French,  and  they  have 
accepted.” 

The  invasion  was  intended 
to  foment  unrest  linking  up 
with  rebels  in  Bristol  and 
Liverpool  to  ignite  a  peasants’ 
revolt  A  force  of  L400  re¬ 
leased  prisoners,  ne’erdo- 
wells  and  other  scallywags 
were  assembled  under  the 
command  of  William  Tate,  an 
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American  who  had  fought  in 
the  War  of  Independence  but 
who  had  been  forced  to  See  to 
Paris  after  trying  to  sell  Flori¬ 
da  to  the  French. 

Four  French  ships  were 
sighted  in  the  Bristol  Channel 
on  February  22.  apparently 
heading  for  Bristol.  Bad  wea¬ 
ther  and  a  lack  of  commit¬ 
ment  apparently  forced  them 
to  abandon  the  voyage.  When 
the}-  passed  Fishguard,  they 
derided  to  go  there  instead. 

The  local  militia  panicked 
and  fired  their  eight-pounders 
from  Fishguard  fort  All  the 
shots  were  blanks,  as  the  fort 
had  no  ammunition.  The  fleet 


turned  taD,  and  at  dead  of 
night  landed  its  troops  on  a 
headland  two  miles  west 

The  1.400  scrambled  ashore 
and  set  about  foraging.  Local 
farmhouses  were  well  stocked 
with  food  and  drink,  partly 
because  of  a  brisk  local  smug¬ 
gling  trade  and  partly  because 
a  local  fanner  had  laid  in 
copious  supplies  for  his  forth¬ 
coming  marriage.  By  next 
morning,  a  substantial  part  of 
the  invasion  force  was  drunk 
and  incapable,  while  local 
residents  had  melted  into  the 
distance. 

Lord  Cawdor,  a  wealthy 
landowner,  mobilised  a  force 


of 600  men,  many  armed  only 
with  scythes  and  pitchforks, 
with  the  Pembrokeshire  Yeo¬ 
manry.  Then  Jemima  Nicho¬ 
las  and  other  women  of  die 
district  came  on  toe  scene, 
looking  fearsome  in  their  tall 
Welsh-  hats  and  red  capes, ! 
pitchforks  at  the  ready. 

Tate-:otdered  his  invasion  ‘ 
force  to  advance,  but  the  men 
turned  their  muskets  on  him. 
pointing  out  that  they  were 
now  trapped,  as  the  ships  that 
had  landed  them  bad  sailed 
away.  Tate  sent  a  message  to 
Cawdor  “The  circumstances 
under  which  the  body  of 
French  troops  under  my  com¬ 
mand  were  landed  at  this 
place  renders  it  unnecessary 
to  attempt  any  military  opera¬ 
tions.  as  they  will  tend  only  to 
bloodshed  and  pillage." 

Within  48  hours  of  the 
landing,  Cawdor  accepted  the 
French  surrender,  popularly 
thought  to  have  been  signed 
in  what  is  now  the  Royal  Oak 
pub  in  Fishguard  town  centre. 
The  encounter  had  resulted  in 
the  deaths  of  two  Welshmen 
and  the  injury  of  one  woman, 
who  received  a  government 
pension  oF  £40  a  year  for 
receiving  a  French  musket 
ball  in  her  leg.  The  Times 
reported  four  French  casual¬ 
ties,  three  killed  by  farmers 


who  found  them  stealing  cat¬ 
tle  and  bread. 

News  of  the  invasion  sent 
jitters  through  an  already 
nervous  country^  and  pro¬ 
voked  sucha  niritin  fie’  Bank 
of  England  by  savers  Wishing 
rec6ver"tfaeir  ^bltfisoVer- 

for  tfaefirsftinield  l 

banknotes,  in  denominations 
of  £1  and  £2. 

Cawdor  and  die  Pembroke¬ 
shire  Yeomanry  were  heroes, 
despite  being  spared  the  need 
to  engage  die  enemy.  They 
were  long  ago  subsumed  by 
merger  and  are  now  224 
(Pembroke  Yeomanry) 
Squadron.  Royal  Logistic 
Corps  (Volunteers),  a  Territo¬ 
rial  Army  unit  with  a  distinc¬ 
tion  unmatched  by  any  other 
unit  of  the  British  Army.  The 
French  were  imprisoned  in 
various  jails  until  they  could  ■ 
be  exchanged  for  British  pris¬ 
oners  of  war.  . 

A  group  in  Pembroke  jail 
befriended  two  Welsh  girls, 
who  helped  25  of  them  to 
escape.. They  stole  Cawdor’s 
yacht  and  sailed  out  to  com¬ 
mandeer  a  merchantman  to 
make  their  way  home.  At 
Cherbourg,  they  were  unwel¬ 
come.  They  found  themselves 
locked  up  again  in  their  own 
country. 


Vandals 
destroy 
fleet  of 
37  buses 


Van  da  Is  wrecked  37  buses  and 
smashed  windows  of  six  oth¬ 
ers  after  breaking  into  a  depot 
in  Bolton  over  Christmas. 
Stagecoach  RIbble.  the  bus 
operator,  said  vehicles  had 
been  driven  into  each  other 
and  damage  was  estimated  at 
£200.000.  Services  in  Bolton 
and  north  Manchester  were 
badly  disrupted  yesterday  and 
replacement  vehicles  had  to  be 
brought  in.. 

McAliskey  wait 

Roisin  McAliskey,  25,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  former  MP  Berna¬ 
dette  McAliskey,  was  further 
remanded  in  custody  until 
January  3.  She  faces  deporta¬ 
tion  proceedings  concerning  a 
mortar  attack  on  the  Osna- 
brfick  barracks  in  Germany. 

Hunt  for  killer 

Police  hunting  the  killer  of  a 
man  outside  a  Portsmouth 
public  house  on  Boxing  Day 
are  frying  to  trace  another 
man  seen  running  away  after¬ 
wards.  The  victim,  believed  to 
be  in  his  late  20s.  was  stabbed 
during  an  argument 

Record  posted 

Postmen  in  Scotland  delivered 
175  million  Christinas  cards 
and  letters,  beating  last  year’s 
record  by  22  million- Two  bill¬ 
ion  cards  were  posted  in 
Britain  In  tfaerfour  weeks  up  to 
Christmas.-  compared  .  with 
T^674niBaon  Iasi, year.  . 

999  6all^attack 

An  ambulance  answering  a 
999  call  was  rammed  and 
stopped  by  teenage  joyriders 
in  tiie  Twin  brook  area  of  west 
Belfast  They  shouted  abuse 
and  threw  cans  and  objects  at 
the  crew  but  fled  when  taxi 
drivers  came  to  the  rescue. 

English  welcome 

The  Scottish  Tourist  Board  is 
wooing  the  English  in  an 
attempt  to  increase  spending 
by  visitors  north  of  the  border. 
The  spring  campaign  will  feat¬ 
ure  posters  on  the  London  Un¬ 
derground,  and  television  and 
newspaper  advertisements. 

Road  evictions 

Bailiffs  arrived  at  dawn  to 
evict  about  six  protesters  from 
a  camp  in  the  path  of  a 
£65  million  scheme  to  improve 
the  A30  in  Devon.  The  protest¬ 
ers’  treehouses  at  Alieroombe, 
near  Exeter,  were  pulled  down 
and  one  person  was  arrested. 
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With  generous  reductions  on  famous  names  all  around  the  store,  our  Winter  Sale  really  is  a  cut  above  the  rest. 


HOUSE  OF  FRASER 


ARMY  &  NAVY  -  DAVID  EVANS  *  DICKINS  &  JONES  •  BINNS  -  BARKERS  •  DH  EVANS  ■  HOWELLS  •  JOLLYS  •  ARNOTTS  ■  CAVENDISH  HOUSE 

HOUSE  OF  FRASER  *  FRASERS  ■  DINGLES  *  KENDALS  -  RACKHAMS  ■  HAMMONDS 


A  mini  mu  in  pre  payment  of  £25  entitles  you  to  £25 
of  SwiftcaU  talktfme.  Penny  for  penny  tint's  over 
4  brs  to  the  USA. 

All  yon  need  is  a  tone  phone,  and  you  almost 
certainly  already  have  one*  You're  not  limited  to  just 
usnig  your  own  phone  either,  use  a  mobile,  pay 
phones  hotel  phone,  or  even  a  friend's  today! 
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one  more  day  before 
1997  tax  burden  lifts 


By  Robin  Young  and  Anne  Ashworth 


BRITONS  will  labour  for  144 
days  in  1997  just  to  pay  their 
taxes  for  the  year.  Tax  Free¬ 
dom  Day,  the  date  on  which 
the  average  employee  stops 
handing  every  penny  of  his 
wage  packet  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  starts  working  for 
himself,  mil  fall  on  Saturday. 
May  24.  according  to  a  report 
published  today  by  the  Adam 
Smith  Institute,  a  free-market 

think-tank 

In  1996, 143  days  were  spent 
working  for  the  Government 
to  pay  income  tax.  National 
Insurance,  council  tax  and 
excise  duties.  The  extra  day 
results  from  the  tax  changes  in 
last  month's  Budget. 

The  report  says  that  from 
June  1992  until  May  1993,  Tax 
Freedom  Day  generally,  if 
gradually,  moved  earlier  in 
the  calendar.  In  1962,  the 
average  taxpayer  started  to 
feel  the  benefit  of  his  endeav¬ 
ours  only  on  June  6.  By  1993, 
Tax  Freedom  Day  fell  on  May 
15.  According  to  the  report  the 
date  is  now  foiling  later  in  the 
year  as  a  result  of  foe  Govern¬ 


Tn  freedom  days  (not  indnd-  < 

mg  government  horuwiii^  | 

1965 

April  29 

1970 

May  25 

1975 

May  27 

1980 

May  28 

1985 

June  1 

1990 

May  27 

1993 

May  15 

1994 

May  16 

-  1995 

May  21 

1996 

May  23 

1997 

May  24 

ment's  attempts  to  bring  pub¬ 
lic-sector  finances  back  into 
balance  through  higher  tax¬ 
ation. 

The  report's  author,  Gabriel 
Stein,  an  economist  and  a 
director  of  Lombard  Street 
Research,  believes  govern¬ 
ment  borrowing  should  be 
added  to  the  toted  burden  of 
taxation,  since  it  must  eventu¬ 
ally  be  paid  for  by  future 
taxation.  If  this  extra  harden 
was  included.  Tax  Freedom 


Day  1997  would  be  postponed 
until  Wednesday,  June  4. 

Though  nearly  40  per  cent 
of  ihe  national  income  will  be 
taken  in  taxes  in  1997.  the 
United  Kingdom  has  one  of 
the  lightest  tax  burdens  in 
Europe.  Ireland,  Germany, 
Greece,  Austria,  France,  Lux¬ 
embourg.  Italy,  Belgium.  The 
Netherlands,  Finland,  Swe¬ 
den  and  Denmark  all  impose 
heavier  taxes.  The  European 
Union  average  for  Tax  Free¬ 
dom  Day  foot  including  bor¬ 
rowing)  is  June  5,  according  to 
the  institute's  calculations. 
The  most  onerous  tax  regime, 
in  Denmark,  obliges  citizens 
to  work,  until  the  end  of  July 
before  the  burden  lifts. 

By  contrast,  many  high- 
growth  countries,  including 
Switzerland  and  the  United 
States,  have  a  lighter  tax 
burden  than  the  United  King¬ 
dom.  In  Japan  Tax  Freedom 
Day  foils  as  early  as  April  21. 
□  Tax  Freedom  Day  1997,  by 
Gabriel  Stein  (ASL  23  Great 
Smith  Street  London,  SW1P 
3BL;  £14} 


Darlington  town  centre  luring  tourists  from  Malaysia  with  friendliness,  an  unhurried  pace  of  life  and  an  ever-changing  countryside 

Darlington:  a  welcome  break  from  the  tropical  sun 


By  Emma  Wilkins 

ALONG  the  gentle  fringes  of  the 
South  China  Sea,  would-be  adventur¬ 
ers  are  looking  out  on  just  another 
sunny  day  and  dreaming  of  faraway 
places  with  something  different  and 
special  to  offer.  Races  like  Darting- 
ton,  for  example. 

The  Mayor  of  the  Co  Durham  town 
was  celebrating  yesterday  after  it  was 
named  as  the  top  European  tourist 


attraction  by  an  east  Malaysian 
newspaper.  A  glowing,  fob-page  trib¬ 
ute  said:  “The  pace  of  life  is  less 
hurried,  the  people  are  friendly  and 
helpful,  and  the  traffic  is  less  dense 
and  the  drivers  are  so  polite.”  The 
countryside  is  an  “ever-changing  vista 
of  emerald-green  fields,  ominous 
storm  dond5  and  gaunt  trees”. 

Gordon  Plummer,  the  Mayor,  is 
ready  to  welcome  extra  tourists  as  a 
result  of  the  tribute,  published  to 


highlight  Malaysia  Airlines’  new  link 
with  Tccsside  Airport  He  said:  “We 
are  very  proud  that  all  onr  hard  work 
has  paid  off.  We  have  pedestrianised 
the  town  centre  and  reclaimed  the 
Market  Square  as  a  public  space.  We 
already  have  quite  a  few  visitors  from 
Aria  and  we  will  be  happy  to  welcome 
anymore." 

The  article,  which  also  highlighted 
the  town's  contributions  to  world 
culture,  such  as  the  Quaker  move¬ 


ment  and  the  railway  pioneer  George 
Stephenson,  was  discovered  by  Pete 
Sayers.  37,  an  abseiling  instructor 
from  Darlington,  when  be  was  hand¬ 
ed  a  copy  of  the  Sark  Tribune  during 
an  internal  Malaysian  flight  Mr 
Sayers,  who  was  in  Borneo  to  instruct 
oil-rig  workers  on  abseiling  tech¬ 
niques,  said:  “When  you  are  halfway 
around  the  world,  you  get  a  bit  of  a 
shock  when  you  see  your  home  town 
in  the  paper.” 


Loophole 
dosed  for 
motorbike 
learners 

By  Jonathan  Pkynn 

THOUSANDS  of  learner  mo¬ 
torcyclists  have  been  told  that 
they  will  be  riding  illegally 
unless  they  take  a  training 
course  under  rule  changes 
effective  from  Wednesday. 

Current  laws  give  learners 
with  full  car  licences  exemp¬ 
tion  from  having  to  take  any 
test  on  motorcycles  with  en¬ 
gines  up  to  LZ5cc-  The  loophole 
is  being  dosed  to  prevent 
users  of  small  bikes  who  also 
drive  a  car  from  becoming 
“permanent”  learners. 

The  compulsory  daylong 
basic  training  course  will  give 
those  who  pass  the  right  to 
ride  on  the  road  with  their  lr 
plates  an  motorcycles  of  up  to 
125cc  on  either  a  provisional 
motorcycle  licence  or  a  full  car 
licence.  However,  riders  on 
mopeds  with  engines  up  to 
50cc  will  still  be  able  to  ride 
without  L-pLates  and  without 
taking  the  course  as  long  as 
tht^  have  a  iuH  car  licence. 

The  training  consists  of  a 
basic  course  in  practical  road 
and  off-road  riding  skills 
under  dose  supervision,  and 
instruction  in  safely  aware¬ 
ness.  The  Driving  Standards 
Agency  has  written  to  all 
registered  keepers  of  motorcy¬ 
cles  up  to  I25cc  telling  them  of 
the  new  regulation. 


Dance  sets 
record  for 
the  music 
industry 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 

THE  British  recording  in¬ 
dustry  is  still  thriving,  with 
more  records  released  this 
year  than  ever,  according  to 
figures  released  yesterday 
from  the  Entertainment  Re¬ 
search  and  Analysis  survey, 
covering  all  types  of  musk. 

Album  releases  were  up  26 
per  cent  at  16,148  since  last 
year  and  single  releases  in¬ 
creased  16  per  cent  to  6,939. 
Ticket  sales  for  concerts  and 
festivals  were  also  up. 

Dance  music  accounted  far 
wri]  over  half  the  angles  re¬ 
leased  and  more  than  one  In 
ten  albmns,  the  survey  in  this 
week’s  Music  Week  magaz¬ 
ine  said.  More  than  a  fifth  of 
albums  were  niulfrartist  com¬ 
pilations.  The  fostest  growing 
areas  were  jazz,  old  fav¬ 
ourites  and  the  spoken  word. 

The  Beaties  seem  ever- 
popular.  As  well  as  further 
anthologies.  13  CDs  of  inter¬ 
views  and  20  albums  of 
Beatles  songs  performed  by 
other  acts  came  out 
The  artist  who  reteased  the 
most  albums  was  the  French 
singer  Charles  Aznavour. 
who  put  out  28.  Twentyffve 
albums  were  released  of  the 
jazz  saxophonist  Charlie 
Parker,  23  of  Duke  EDington 
and  21  of  Billie  Holliday. 
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Misfortune  tarnishes  Monaco’s  fairytale  family  saga  m  il 

sac  sab  i  abd/reuter  .  _  himeoif  awav  ■  I  * 


Ill-fated 
Grimaldis 
celebrate 
700  years 
in  power 


From  Ben  Macintyre 
IN  PARIS 


THE  House  of  Grimaldi,  the 
dynasty  of  Monaco,  celebrates 
its  700th  anniversary  as  the 
lungest- reigning  royal  family 
in  Europe  next  month  with  a 
series  of  events  designed  to 
shoiv  there  is  a  small  patch  of 
heaven  on  earth  —  at  least  for 
the  very,  very  rich. 

Prince  Rainier  111.  the 
white-haired  patriarch  and 
absolure  ruler  of  the  tiny 
principality  covering  450  acres 
on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean.  will  preside  over  the 
festivities;  his  soldiers  in  their 
splendid  Ruritanian  uniforms 
will  march  around  "the  Rock"; 
many  toasts  will  be  drunk  and 
much  money  will  be  gambled 
and  forgotten  in  the  casinos  of 
Mnme  Carlo. 

The  30.000  residents  of  Mo¬ 
naco  will  thank  their  stars 
(and  accountants)  to  be  living 
under  such  a  wise  and  gener¬ 
ous  ruler,  in  a  land  where  the 
sun  and  sea  are  warm,  the 
champagne  is  cold,  republi¬ 
canism  and  crime  are  un¬ 
known  and  where,  unless  you 
have  the  misfortune  to  be 
French,  the  taxman  never 
calls. 

But  behind  the  pomp  and 
faint  ale  fantasy  presided  over 
by  His  Serene  Highness,  ail  is 
not  quite  serene  in  the  minus¬ 
cule  monarchy.  The  Grimaldi 
clan  is  emerging  from  a  grim 
recent  past  into  a  future  that 
is.  at  best,  uncertain. 

Prince  Rainier.  Louis-Hen- 
ri-Maxence- Bertrand,  thirty- 
third  Prince  of  Monaco,  has 


Prince  Rainier  with  Princess  Caroline,  centre,  and  Princess  Stephanie,  far  right  with  Caroline’s  children,  Andrea,  far  left  Pierre  and  Charlotte.  Prince  Albert  stands  behind  the  group 


already  undergone  one  heart 
by-pa  ss  operation  and  ru¬ 
mours  of  his  imminent  abdi¬ 
cation  have  been  rife  for  more 
than  two  years.  He  has  said  he 
will  discuss  the  accession  only 
after  next  month’s  cele¬ 
brations. 

The  monarch's  son  and  heir 
apparent.  Prince  Albert  has 
shown  a  marked  disinclina¬ 
tion  to  many  and  perpetuate 
the  dynasty,  despite  having 
road-tested  scores  of  potential 
spouses,  according  to  gossip. 
Princess  Stephanie  has  just 
emerged  from  one  of  the  most 
controversial  marriages  and 
nastiest  divorces  ever  to  un¬ 
dermine  a  throne. 

Her  elder  sister,  the  once 
beautiful,  twice-married,  once- 
widowed  Princess  Caroline, 
has  apparently  lost  her  hair 


% 


Fairytale  wedding:  Prince  Rainier  and  Grace  Kelly 
exchange  marriage  vows  in  Monaco  in  1956 
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whether  through  cancer  treat¬ 
ment.  stress  or  some  other 
reason,  is  unknown. 

In  a  newspaper  interview 
last  week  Prince  Albert,  38, 
said  he  regretted  that  the 
image  of  Monaco  wa*  so 
closely  associated  with  the 
fortunes  (and  misfortunes)  of 
the  royal  family.  It  was  a  naive 
remark,  because  for  all  his 
touring  of  Monaco’s  economic 


potential,  its  history  is  the 
story  of  the  Grimaldis:  pure, 
but  seldom  simple. 

Ever  since  Grace  Kelly,  the 
actress,  married  Prince 
Rainier  in  1956,  the  principali¬ 
ty  has  survived  on  a  sheen  of 
glamour.  But  Princess  Grace 
knew  how  to  temper  Holly¬ 
wood  vulgarity  and  the  greed 
and  wealth  that  cluster 
around  the  gaming  tables  of 


Monte  Carlo  with  more  attrac¬ 
tive  interests  and  projects: 
charities,  a  dance  school,  and 
a  hospital.  Her  death  in  a  car 
crash  in  19S2  deprived  the 
principality  of  more  than  its 
prettiest  face. 

Ar  73.  Prince  Rainier,  Eu¬ 
rope's  longest-serving  mon¬ 
arch,  maintains  his  dignity, 
but  the  image  of  the  younger 
Grimaldis  is  not  one  to  thrill 


the  Monegasques,  although 
they  are  much  too  loyal  (and 
know  too  well  what  is  good  for 
them)  to  say  so. 

The  younger  Grimaldis 
may  condemn  the  paparazzi 
who  have  given  them  acres  of 
coverage  and  endless  humilia¬ 
tion,  but  their  own  tastes  seem 
unshakably  tabloid.  It  was 
thus  somehow  unsurprising  to 
find  Princess  Stephanie’s  hus¬ 


band.  the  fishmonger-tumed- 
body  guard  -tu  med  -bus  in  ess- 
man  Daniel  Du  cruet,  gracing 
the  pages  of  Italian  magazines 
earlier  this  year  in  flagrante 
with  a  former  “Miss  Topless 
Belgium". 

Bad  luck  has  played  a  part 
in  the  saga  —  as  in  the  death  of 
Caroline’s  second  husband  in 
a  speedboat  accident  —  but  so 
has  bad  taste.  Prince  Albert, 


having  tom 

from  a  career  as  a  bobsleigner. 

is  nowfavewringamore safer 

image  as  the  Wf 
accession  looms.  This  week  he 

talked  of  the 

-tradition,  stability,  ^depen¬ 
dence  and  the  preservation  of 
national  identity". 

“Today  the  principality  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  a  beacon,  in  the 
artistic,  cultural  and  economic 
realms."  he  declared.  Then  he 
went  to  an  official  dinner  in 
Rome  to  mark  the  open  ing  of  a 
Grimaldi  museum  exhibition 
with,  as  his  chosen  beacon  « 
tradition  and  culture,  Claudia 
Schiffer.  the  supermodel- 

Descended  from  Genoese 
corsairs,  the  Grimaldi  _  clan 
might  be  more  anradwc  if 
they  were  more  piratical-  tsut 
their  activities  seem  instead  to 
have  all  the  colour  and  unpre¬ 
dictability  of  a  Hello!  maga¬ 
zine  interview. 

The  swashbuckling  Fran¬ 
cois  Grimaldi  defeated  the 
Ghibeffines  to  take  possession 
of  Monaco  on  January  S,  1297. 
and  apart  from  a  brief  annex¬ 
ation  during  the  French  Revo¬ 
lution,  the  dynasty  has 
•  remained  firmly  in  place  ever 
since.  Now  much  of  his 
descendants’  swash  seems  to 
have  gone  out  their  buckle. 

The  money  still  sloshes  into 
Monaco,  and  the  line  from  the 
palace  is  that  it  will  eventually 
rival  other  major  tax-havens. 
But  much  will  depend  on  the 
next  generation. 

The  Grimaldi  family  motto 
is  Deo  Juvante  (With  God’s 
Help).  After  more  than  a 
decade  of  almost  uninterrupt¬ 
ed  scandal,  they  may  need  all 
the  divine  help  they  can  geL 
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From  Ian  Broote  in,  Washington 


mem  has  a  wide-ranging  task  twelfth  richest  man  in  Asia, 
force  investigating  Democrat-  Lanny  Davis,  White  House 
ic  campaign  contributions.  special  counsel,  said  he  could 
Mrs  Kanchanalak.  an  not  comment  on  the  propriety 
American  resident,  helped  to  of  inviting  foreign  executives 
establish  the  US-Thai  Bust-  to  a  meeting  fpr  supporters  of 
ness  Council  for  trade  promo-  the  DNC:  He  insisted  that  “to 
tion.  As  a  major  Democrat  the  best  of  our  knowledge”  no 
donor,  she  visited  the  White  funds  were  solicited  in  the 
House  at  least  26  times  during  White.  House,  which  would 
Mr  Cl  in  ion's  first  four  years  .  have  been  illegal.  Mrs  Kan- 
far  dinners,  lunches  and  other  chanalak  has  declined  to  oonj- 


A  THAI-AMERICAN  busi¬ 
nesswoman  who  was  a  heavy 
Clinton  campaign  contributor 
nnd  a  frequent  visitor  to  the 
White  House  emerged  yester¬ 
day  as  a  central  figure  in  die 
growing  furore  over  improper 
fund-raising. 

In  June.  Pauline  Kanchan¬ 
alak  took  top  officials  from  a 
Thai  business  conglomerate 
with  large  investments  in  Chi¬ 
na  to  meet  Mr  Clinton  for 
coffee.  The  main  topic  of 
conversation  during  the  hour- 
long  meeting  was  American 
policy  inwards  China. 

On  the  same  day  Mrs  Kan¬ 
chanalak  and  her  sister-in-law 
contributed  $135,000  (£82,000) 
to  the  Democratic  National 
Committee.  The  committee 
has  since  returned  a  total  of 
$250,000  to  Mrs  Kanchanalak 
after  she  admitted  the  money 
was  actually  given  by  her 
mother-in-law.  Election  laws 
forbid  donations  made  in  an¬ 
other’s  name. 

These  disclosures  raise  new 
questions  about  whether 
wealthy  Asians  who  could 
neither  vote  in  the  American 
election  nor. contribute  to  the 
campaign  were,  in  effect,  buy¬ 
ing  access  to  Mr  Clinton  and 
whether  foreign  policy  was 
being  unduly  influenced. 
White  House  officials  deny 
both  suggestions,  but  the  is¬ 
sues  will  be  raised  by  Republi¬ 
cans  at  Congressional  hear¬ 
ings  in  the  new  year.  In 
addition,  the  Justice  Depart- 


events.  On  the  cn nee  morning, 
she  took  along  two  officials 
fixan  the  business  council  and 
three  executives  from  C.P. 
Group  lid  of  Bangkok  —  a 
business  empire  with  control 
of  250  companies  in  more  than 
20  countries.  One  of  the  trio 
was  Dhanin  Chearavanont, 
chairman  of  C.P.  Group,  who 
has  been  described  as  the 


Santa  Ana,  California:  Nine¬ 
teen  people  told  a  newspaper 
they  voted  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  election,  at 
though  they  did  not  hold 
American  citizenship.  In  (he 
poll.  Bob  Dorum.  a  conser¬ 
vative  Republican,  lost  a  bid 
for  a  tenth  term  to  a  Demo¬ 
cratic  newcomer  by  less  titan 
1,000  votes. 

The  19  acknowledged  that 
they  had  not  completed  the 
naturalisation  process,  which 
is  required  before  a  person 
can  vote,  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  reported  yesterday. 


ment  The  scope  of  the 
Democrats’  fund-raising 
through  Asian  connections  is 
proving  an  embarrassment  at 
the  start  of  Mr  Clinton's 
second  term.  The  President 
has  already  described  his 
meeting  at  a  coffee  morning 
with  a  Chinese  arms  dealer, 
whose  company  was  later  im¬ 
plicated  in  weapons  smug- 


Mr  Doman  claims  that  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  who  should 
not  have  voted  did  so,  costing 
him  re-election.  He  was  beat¬ 
en  by  Loretta  Sanchez,  the 
daughter  of  Mexican  im¬ 
migrants. 

The  pugnacious  Orange 
County  Republican  said  on 
Thursday  that  a  new  election 
should  be  hdd  because  of 
voter  fraud.  The  newspaper 
reported  that  18  of  the  JP 
voters  were  taking  citizenship 
classes  with  Herman  dad 
Mexicans  National,  an  im¬ 
migrant-rights  group.  (AP) 


filing,  as  inappropriate.  He 
has  ordered  a  tighter  screen¬ 
ing  of  visitors. 

The  Democratic  National 
Committee  has  accepted  there 
were  transgressions  and  has 
.  returned  at  least  $12  million 
in  questionable  contributions. 
The  White  House  has  sent 
back  another  $640,000  in  du¬ 
bious  donations  intended  to 
help  Mr  and  Mrs  Clinton  to 
.  pay  legal  bills  incurred  by 
Whitewater  and  other  investi¬ 
gations  into  their  alleged 
abuses  of  power.  The  fund¬ 
raising  excesses  point  to  over¬ 
zealousness  by  John  Huang,  a 
Chinese- American. 

The  burgeoning  ruckus  is 
generating  a  host  of  way-out 
conspiracy  theories.  Right- 
wing  critics  have  even  ques¬ 
tioned  why  Mr  Clinton  recent¬ 
ly  created  a  national  pork  in 
an  area  of  Utah  that  has  huge 
reserves  of  coal.  They  suggest 
it  was  to  help  the  Lippo 
Group,  an  Indonesian  con¬ 
glomerate  with  large  coal¬ 
mining  interests  that  has  been 
linked  to  million-dollar  contri¬ 
butions  to  Democrats. 

Leases  on  the  Utah  coal 
were  held  by  AndaJex  Re¬ 
sources.  a  British  fondly  con¬ 
cern.  its  chairman.  Pieter 
Green,  lives  in  Bermuda.  A 
company  spokesman  said 
while  Mr  Clinton's  derision  to 
create  the  park  was  a  disap¬ 
pointment,  they  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  helping  Lippo  was 
the  reason. 


Anger  over  poll  fraud 


Doll  eats  girl’s  hair 


A  hairdresser  and  an  assis¬ 
tant  work  to  remove  a  bat¬ 
tery-operated  Cabbage 
Patdi  Doll  that  had 
munched  about  eight  inches 
of  Sarah  Stevens’s  hair  and 
became  caught  in  the  seven- 
year-old's  scalp.  The  doD 
had  to  be  taken  apart  piece 
by  piece  in  the  salon  in 
Griffith,  Indiana,  when  it 


would  not  let  go.  It  took  30 
minutes  to  remove  more 
than  20  screws,  open  the 
battery  compartment  and 
pull  apart  the  mouth  to  free 
Sarah’s  Mood  hair.  Sarah 
was  shaken  but  unhurt.  “I 
have  a  little  headache."  she 


said.  The  Cabbage  Patch 
Snack  Time  Kids  Doll  is 
designed  to  chew  automati¬ 
cally  when  plastic  French 
fries  or  other  items  are 
placed  in  hs  mouth.  It  has  no 
on-off  switch.  Glenn 
Bozarth,  a  spokesman  for 


the  don's  maker,  Mattel  Inc. 
said  the  toy  was  safe  and  that 
he  knew  of  no  other  com¬ 
plaints.  He  added  that  it  was 
hard  to  imagine  such  a  thing 
happening  unless  the  child 
stuck  her  hair  into  the  doll’s 
mouth.  Sarah,  asked  wheth¬ 
er  she  wanted  another  one  of 
the  dolls,  answered  with  an 
unequivocal  “Yeah”.  (AP) 


Real  millionaires  spurn  luxury,  study  shows 


From  Bronwen  Maddox  in  Washington 


MANOR  HOUSE  CONSERVATORIES, 
KITCHENS  AND  BEDROOMS 


pius 


IF  YOUR  neighbour  backs  a 
new  Mercedes  out  of  his 
mansion  driveway  each  morn¬ 
ing,  do  not  assume  he  is  a 
millionaire.  He  is  more  likely 
to  be  the  type  known  in  Texas 
as  “Big  hat,  no  cattle’*  —  more 
show  than  substance  —  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  new  book  on 
America’s  wealthiest  people. 

Real  dollar  millionaires  are 
more  likely  to  drive  second¬ 
hand  cars;  wear  suits  bought 
at  discount  stores,  and  sit  at 
the  kitchen  table  with  their 
wives  dipping  special  offer 
coupons,  says  the  survey. 
“Most  of  the  truly  wealthy  in 
this  country  don't  live  in 
Beverly  Hills  or  Park  Avenue 


White  rhinos:  an 
endangered  spedes 

Vets  hunt 
runaway 
rhino  in 
Louisiana 

From  James  Bone 

IN  NEW  YORK 

A  WHITE  rhinoceros,  one  of 
only  6.000  worldwide,  was 
shot  in  Louisiana  after  it 
escaped  from  a  private  zoo 
and  charged  veterinary  sur¬ 
geons  trying  to  tranquQlise  |L 
The  pregnant  three-and-a- 
half  tonne  female  broke 
through  a  metal  fence  shortly 
before  dawn  on  Thursday  at 
the  Zoo  of  Acadiana  in 
Broussard  after  fighting  with 
a  male  rhino.  The  renegade 
rhino  was  spotted  crossing  the 
US 90  highway  by  a  local 
sheriffs  deputy.  When  three 
vets  armed  with  tranquilliser 
guns  caught  up  with  her  in  a 
car  park,  Casey  Lamb,  a 
curator  from  the  Baton  Rouge 
Zoo.  tried  to  fire  a  tranquillis¬ 
er  dart  “I  was  very  dose  to 
getting  a  dear  shot  But  at  the 
last  minute,  the  rhino  bolted 
and  went  right  toward  my 
back-up,  who  had  the  kill 
rifle,'*  he  said.  “He  had  no 
alternative  but  to  shoot  to 
protect  his  own  life." 

The  frightened  rhino  got 
within  I5ft  of  Eric  White,  a  vet 
at  the  Acadiana  zoo,  before  he 
shot  her  between  the  eyes. 
“He  was  so  shook  up  1  took 
the  rifle  and  finished  her  off,” 
said  Ron  Cline;  the  zoo's 
curator. 

The  number  of  white  rhino 
in  the  wild  has  been  dwin¬ 
dling  because  of  poachers 
seeking  its  bom  for  tradition¬ 
al  oriental  medicine.  A  native 
of  southern  Africa,  the  animal 
is  one  of  the  world’s  most 
endangered  species. 


—  they  live  next  door."  The 
Millionaire  Next  Door,  by 
Thomas  Stanley  and  William 
Danko,  two  academics  from 
New  York  State  University 
who  specialise  in  the  study  of 
rich  people,  is  designed  to  help 
“hard-working,  well-educated, 
high-income  people”  who 
wonder  why  they  do  not  have 
more  money  in  the  bank. 

Out  of  America's  100  million 
households,  35  million  have 
assets  worth  $i  million 
(£625,000)  or  more.  In  an 
apparent  confirmation  of  the 
American  Dream,  the  authors 
say  that  four-fifths  of  these 
people  have  made  their  money 
in  one  generation.  They  tell  a 


moral  tale  of  discipline  and 
self-denial. 

"It  is  seldom  inheritance  or 
advanced  degrees  or  even 
intelligence  that  builds  for¬ 
tunes  in  this  country.”  they 
argue,  but  the  result  of  hard 
work,  saving  and  spending 
less  than  you  earn.  In  their 
survey,  millionaires  tended  to 
answer  “yes”  to  three 
questions: 

□  Are  you  very  frugal? 

□  Were  your  parents  very 
frugal? 

□  Is  your  spouse  more  frugal 
than  you? 

Bill  Gates,  founder  of  the 
Microsoft  computer  empire, 
and  Wall  Street  junk  bond 


dealers  may  catch  the  head¬ 
lines.  but  American  million¬ 
aires  tend  to  have  made  their 
money  in  distinctly  unglam- 
orous  businesses  such  as 
welding  con  era  errors,  pest  con¬ 
trollers.  paving  contractors, 
and  stamp  dealers. 

A  typical  millionaire  would 
be  a  57-year  old  man,  married 
with  three  children.  One  in 
five  is  retired;  of  those  work¬ 
ing.  about  two-thirds  are  self- 
employed.  Half  of  the  wives  of 
millionaires  do  not  work;  if 
they’  do.  they  teach. 

People  of  English  descent,  a 
tenth  of  the  population,  make 
up  a  fifth  of  all  millionaires 
with  German  descendants 


narrowly  behind.  But  head  for 
head,  people  of  Scottish  de¬ 
scent  are  most  likely  to  be 
millionaires. 

The  authors  have  not  sur¬ 
veyed  many  Asian  entrepre¬ 
neurs.  But  they  include  a 
warning  for  new  immigrants: 
the  longer  an  ethnic  group  has 
been  in  America,  the  less  likely 
it  is  to  produce  millionaires, 
as  people  are  rapidly  seduced 
by  the  taste  for  high  consump¬ 
tion.  To  help  your  children 
cultivate  the  same  values, 
never  tell  them  that  you  are 
rich. 

□  The  Millionaire  Next  Door. 
published  bv  Longstreet  Press. 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 
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Israelis  prepare 
for  war  against 
Syria  ‘next  year’ 


From  Ross  Dunn  in  Jerusalem 


THE  Israeli  Prime  Minister. 
Binyamin  Netanyahu,  has 
asked  for  a  substantial  in¬ 
crease  in  the  defence  budget  as 
some  senior  military  officials 
began  preparing  for  a  war 
with  Syria  next  year. 

In  an  interview  published 
yesterday  Mr  Netanyahu 
said:  “1  believe  that  in  the  fu¬ 
ture,  after  we  stabilise  the 
economy  and  pur  it  bade  on 
the  right  mack,  we  will  be  able 
to  substantially  increase  the 
defence  budget."  Although  he 
did  not  link  his  comments 
with  Syria,  Israeli  defence 
officials  have  made  dear  the 
army  needs  more  money  to 
prepare  for  the  possibility  of 
war. 

Major-General  Matan 
VUnai,  the  army  Deputy  Chief 
of  Staff,  said  on  Thursday: 
“The  working  estimate  for 
1997  is  that  we  can  find  our¬ 
selves  in  a  military  confronta¬ 
tion  with  Syria.  This  year  we 
are  directing  our  training  . . . 
to  stand  against  the  Syrian 
Army." 

The  Israeli  army  Chief  of 
Staff,  Lieutanant-GeneralAm- 


non  Upkin-Shahak,  yesterday 
took  his  deputy  to  task,  saying 
the  Jewish  state  was  not  close 
to  war  with  Syria.  He  added 
that  there  was  always  a  theo¬ 
retical  danger  of  war  but  said 
alarmist  statements  must 
cease. 

His  assessment,  however, 
does  not  tally  with  other 
senior  Israeli  military  figures, 
including  the  head  of  air  force 
intelligence,  who  said  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week  that  the 
probability  of  war  could  no 
longer  be  characterised  as  low 
and  that  Syria  remained  "Isra¬ 
el’s  number  one  confrontation 
state”. 

Relations  between  the  two 
countries  have  been  tense 
since  September,  when  Syria 
moved  thousands  of  its  troops 
in  Lebanon  to  within  striking 
distance  of  Israeli  army  posit¬ 
ions  on  the  Golan  Heights. 
Syria  is  demanding  that  the 
strategic  area,  captured  dur¬ 
ing  the  1967  war,  be  handed 
back  as  part  of  any  peace 
treaty  with  the  Jewish  state. 

General  VUnai  said  Israel 
had  changed  its  attitude  to- 


Assad  ‘exiles  brother 
over  illegal  activities’ 


PRESIDENT  ASSAD  of 
Syria  has  exiled  his  younger 
brother.  Jamil,  to  France 
because  his  illegal  activities 
enraged  both  Syrian  and 
foreign  business  leaders,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  Kuwaiti  news¬ 
paper.  al-Rai  aFAnu 

The  paper,  citing  "very 
wed-informed”  diplomats  in 
Paris,  said  yesterday  that 
Jamil's  family  and  dose 
friends  had  been  forced  to 
join  him  in  France. 

Jamil  owned  a  shipping 
and  a  trading  firm.  He  ana 
his  sons  were  involved  "in  a 
number  of  illegal  activities  in 
Syrian  seaside  towns”.  His 
son-in-law,  who  heads  a  state 
construction  company,  was 
fired,  tiie  paper  said-  (AFP) 


Assad:  had  complaints 
from  businessmen 


wards  the  Syrians  since  that 
troop  deployment.  He  said 
after  that  Israeli  defence 
forces  had  undergone  “a  mas¬ 
sive  improvement  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  war,  which  finds 
expression  in  the  intensifica¬ 
tion  of  the  training  on  land, 
sea  and  air,  in  an  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  stocks  in  the 
emergency  warehouses,  and 
in  military  training  exercises 
that,  for  the  most  part,  take 
place  in  the  Golan  Heights”. 

He  insisted  that  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  war  was  definitely 
higher  than  a  year  or  two  ago. 
“We  will  do  everything  we  can 
so  a  war  does  not  break  out 
but  mistakes  happen.”  he  said. 
"Wars  also  break  out  as  a 
result  of  misunderstandings, 
and  that  is  why  we  have 
already  diverted  budgets  of 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  from  the  foreign  [Ameri¬ 
can]  aid  in  order  to  improve 
our  preparedness  for  war." 

Last  week  Syria  signalled  it 
was  ready  to  resume  peace 
talks  next  month  for  the  first 
time  since  Mr  Netanyahu's 
May  election.  The  stumbling 
block  is  Syria's  insistence  that 
the  talks  start  where  they  left 
off  with  the  previous  Govern¬ 
ment  which  had  been  willing 
to  give  back  at  least  part  of  the 
Golan  Heights  in  exchange  for 
peace.  Mr  Netanyahu  has  said 
that  no  part  will  be  returned. 
□  Washington:  President 
Clinton  ana  Mr  Netanyahu 
are  expected  to  meet  early  in 
the  new  year  to  discuss  peace 
efforts  on  the  West  Bank,  the 
White  House  said  yesterday 
(Ian  Brodie  writes). 

Two  weeks  ago,  Mr  Clinton 
upset  the  Israeli  leader  by 
describing  settlements  there 
as  an  obstacle  to  peace.  Mr 
Netanyahu's  request  for  a 
quick  meeting  to  dear  the  air 
was  turned  down. 

Mr  Clinton's  attitude  soft¬ 
ened  after  Dennis  Ross,  his 
Middle  East  special  envoy, 
prodded  the  Israelis  and  Pal¬ 
estinians  into  an  agreement 
over  the  withdrawal  of  Israeli 
forces  from  Hebron. 


Opposition  MPs  settle  down  to  “sleep”  in  the  national  assembly  yesterday  to 
protest  against  the  ruling  party  members  who  passed  a  labour  law  in  their  absence 

Million  South  Koreans  hold 
strike  over  new  labour  law 


NURSES  walked  off  hospital 
wards,  shipyards  were  idle 
and  thousands  of  militant 
unionists  protested  in  Seoul 
yesterday  as  more  than  a  mil¬ 
lion  people  were  called  exit  on 
strike. 

Anxious  residents  in  the 
South  Korea  capital  braced 
themselves  for  transport  chaos 
today  as  subway  drivers  — 
who  usually  ferry  more  than 
four  million  passengers  a  day 
—  voted  to  join  the  stoppages. 

The  biggest  shock  was  a  de¬ 
cision  by  the  usually  docile 
Federation  of  Korean  Trade 
Unions  to  confront  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  over  the  passage  of  a 


From  Reuter  in  seoul 

tough  labour  law.  The  feder¬ 
ation  said  a  24-hour  strike 
from  noon  yesterday  would  be 
extended  until  the  end  of  the 
year  —  and  possibly  beyond. 

That  move  threatens  to 
bring  out  about  15  miDion 
workers.  On  Thursday  the 
more  militant  Korea  Confed¬ 
eration.  of  Trade  Unions  had 
instructed  its  500,000  mem¬ 
bers  to  down  fools.  While 
union  members  account  for 
less  than  20  per  cent  of  the 
workforce,  they  command  the 
economy's  heights.  Production 
of  cars  and  snips  —  two  big 
foreign  exchange  earners  — 
has  virtually  halted. 


Leather-dad  motorcyclists 
roared  in  protest  through  the 
southeast  dty  of  Ulsan,  home 
of  the  Hyundai  Group,  mak¬ 
ers  of  "everything  from  com¬ 
puter  chips  to  snips”.  They 
waved  banners  and  sounded 
motorcycle  horns. 

Meanwhile  riot  police 
watched  warily  as  15,000 
workers  donned  red  head- 
bands  and  gathered  in  Seoul's 
finandal  district,  shouting 
anti-government  slogans. 

Han  Seung  Soo.  the  finance 
Minister,  said  the  law  protect¬ 
ed  jobs  by  making  South. 
Korea’s  economy  more  flexible 
and  thus  more  competitive. 


Rebel  ‘messengers’  held  after  leaving  Lima  siege 


From  Gabrieua  Gamin  i 

INUMA 

TWO  suspected  Tupac 
Amaru  rebels  were  arrested  in 
lima  yesterday  after  appar- 
entiy  leaving  the  besieged 
Japanese  Ambassador's  resi¬ 
dence  "hidden”  among  a 
group  of  freed  hostages. 

One  apparently  left  with  225 
hostages  on  Sunday,  and  the 
other  escaped  on  Christmas 
Day.  Police  said  they  had 
been  sent  out  as  messengers 
to  rebels  outside  the  buffeting. 


Earlier.  Japan  called  for  help 
from  leaders  of  the  Group  of 
Seven  industrialised  nations 
—  Britain,  Canada.  Germany. 
France.  Italy,  America  and 
Japan  —  to  solve  the  hostage 
crisis,  in  which  103  people  are 
at  the  mercy  of  20  terrorists 
who  have  explosives  strapped 
to  them. 

Yukihiko  Ekeda.  the  Japa¬ 
nese  Foreign  Minister,  said  it 
was  a  "matter  of  course  that 
the  international  community 
agree  not  to  tolerate  terror¬ 
ism".  It  was  necessary  to  co¬ 


THE  SALE 


operate  to  achieve  a  peaceful 
release  of  the  hostages  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  G7  responded  with  a 
communique:  issued  in 
France,  saying  the  countries 
were  "prepared,  individually 
and  collectively,  to  help  the 
Peruvian  Government  by  us¬ 
ing  all  the  appropriate  means 
that  it  could  request”. 

Among  those  faring  their 
eleventh  day  in  captivity  in 
Lima  are  Morihisa  Aolti.  the 
Japanese  Ambassador,  30 
Japanese  businessmen  and 
Peruvian  government  and 
security  officials. 

Mr  Ikeda’s  request  backed 
a  call  made  earlier  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Yeltsin  for  the  G7  nations 
to  agree  on  a  joint  plan  to 


solve  the  crisis.  But  he  ruled 
out  Mr  Yeltsin's  offer  of 
sending  a  Russian  anti-terror¬ 
ist  squad  to  storm  the  resi¬ 
dence,  which  is  considered 
Japanese  territory.  Mr 
Yeltsin  had  contacted  Presi¬ 
dent  Fujimori  of  Peru  and 
had  sent  letters  to  ail  the  G7 
leaders,  proposing  "setting  up 
a  joint  headquarters"  with 
Russia  to  intervene  to  end  the 
hostage  drama. 

Japan  wants  to  avoid  storm¬ 
ing  the  building,  although  a 
team  of  SAS  anti-terrorist 
experts  and  a  US  Delta  Force 
squad  are  now  in  Lima. 
Officially  they  are  there  to 
advise  Peruvian  security 
forces,  but  according  to  West¬ 
ern  diplomats,  they  are  on 


stand-by  for  action  when 
required. 

There  has  been  a  flurry  of 
releases  since  the  takeover, 
but  they  all  seem  to  be  part  of 
a  udder  lactic  by  the  terrorists. 

The  last  to  be  freed  was  Jos* 
Mara  Argueta,  the  Guatema¬ 
lan  Ambassador,  on  Thurs¬ 
day.  It  was  a  gesture  to  mark 
the  end  of  a  36-year-old  civil 
war  in  the  central  American 
country. 

The  rebels  also  freed  the 
Uruguayan  Ambassador  a 
day  earlier,  after  a  court  in 
Montevideo  released  two  sus¬ 
pected  Tupac  Amaru  terror¬ 
ists  who  had  been  accused  of 
kidnapping  businessmen  for 
ransom  in  Uruguay.  The 
apparent  deal  struck  by  the 


Uruguayan  Government  in¬ 
furiated  President  Fujimori, 
who  recalled  his  ambassador. 

Senor  Fujimori  hopes  to 
crack  the  resolve  of  the  rebels 
over  time-  He  sent  the  Bishop 
of  Ayacucho.  Monsignor 
Juan  Luis  Cipriani  into  the 
residence  to  sway  the  rebels 
“spiritually",  and  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Keiko  Sophia,  delivered 
Christmas  gifts. 

The  rebel  leader,  Nestor 
Cerpa  Carrol  ini,  alias 
“Comandaate  Evaristo”, 
hung  a  sign  in  a  window 
saying:  "Thank  you.  Happy 
Christmas”.  Bui  he  said  on 
radio  that  he  would  not 
release  the  hostages  alive 
unless  hundreds  of  his  com¬ 
rades  were  freed  from  prison. 


Guatemala 
marks  end 
to  36  years 
of  civil  war 

From  Agence  Franob-Press 

IN  GUATEMALA  CITY 

RADIO  broadcasts  urged 
people  to  drape  their  houses 
with  white  -banners  to  give 
Guatemala's  capital  a  festive 
look  as  it  prepared  to  mark  the 

end  of  36  years  of  bloodshed  in 
Latin  America's  longest  civil 
war. 

Tomorrow  at  lipra  GMT, 
the  chiefs  of  three  of  the  four 
rebel  groups  comprising  the 
Guatemalan  National  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Unity  (URNG)  move¬ 
ment  and  an  official  from  the 
fourth  group  will  sign  a  peace 
treaty  with  the  conservative 
Government  of  President 
Arzu. 

Three  left-wing  rebel  com¬ 
manders,  Rolando  Moran, 
Carlos  GonzAlez  and  Pablo 
Monasanto,  are  expected  to 
arrive  in  the  capital  today. 
Another  top  commander, 
Gaspar  Horn,  will  be  repre¬ 
sented  fry  his  heu tenant 
Senor  Horn,  son  of  Miguel 
Angel  Asturias,  the  1967  Nobel 
Prize- winning  author,  has  had 
his  reputation  tarnished  fry  his 
group's  alleged  links  to  the 
kidnapping  of  a  wealthy 
woman  several  months  ago. 
The  incident  threatened  to 
derail  the  five-year  peace  ne¬ 
gotiations  just  as  they  seemed 
to  be  bearing  fruit 
The  evening  ceremony  at 
the  national  palace  is  expected 
to  draw  delegations  from 
scores  of  countries  including 
Spain.  Mexico,  Venezuela,  the 
Dominican  Republic,  Sweden, 
Colombia  and  Cuba. 

Eli  Lima  an  Thursday,  left- 
wing  guerrillas  occupying  the 
Japanese  Ambassador's  resi¬ 
dence  released  Jose  Maria 
Argueta,  the  Guatemalan  Am¬ 
bassador  to  Peru,  in  an 
apparent  gesture  of  goodwill 
in  recognition  of  the  peace 
process. 

The  signing  u  a  major  step 
in  the  campaign  to  end  the 
dvft  war.  Since  it  began  in 
November  1960.  srn  estimated 
150,000  people  have  died' and 
50JXX)  have  disappeared. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Guatemalans,  most  of  them 
indigenous,  have  been  dis¬ 
placed  or  forced  into  exile. 

The  Government  and  the 
URNG  signed  a  ceasefire  in 
Oslo  on  December  4  and  | 
another  agreement,  pn  consti¬ 
tutional  reforms,  in  Stock¬ 
holm  on  December  1:  ' 


r 


A  member  of  the  rebel 
coalition  group  seeks 
.  support  before  the 
peace  treaty  is  signed 


China  jails 
Tibetan 
for  spying 

Peking:  China  has  jailed  a 
Tibetan  Fulbright  scholar  for 
18  yearn  for  spying-  Ngawang 
Choephel,  30.  Muring  Tibet  to 
produce  a  documentary  about 
folk  music  and  dance,  was 
detained  in  August  1995. 

A  local  report  monitored  fry 
the  BBC  said  the  scholar  had 
confessed  to  having  been  sent 
by  "the  Dalai  [Lamal  dique" 
to  conduct  espionage  activities 
"under  the  pretext  of  collecting 
information  on  Tibetan  folk, 
songs  and  dances".  (Reuter) 

Taleban  forces 
take  airbase 

Islamabad:  Taleban  captured 
the  main  opposition  airbase  of 
Bagrame,  north  of  Kabul,  the 
Afghanistan  capital,  the  Af¬ 
ghan  Islamic  Press,  said.  The 
Pakistan-based  news  service 
said  Taleban  forces  entered 
Bagrame  —  killing  at  least 
50  opposition  fighters  — 
after  capturing  the  nearby 
opposition  stronghold  of 
Qarabagh.  (Reuter) 

Kenyan  police 
shoot  rustlers 

Nairobi:  Security  forces  have 
shot  six  more  bandits  who 
were  blamed  for  the  killing  of 
a  German  tourist  during  a 
cattle  raid  in  northern  Kenya. 
This  brings  the  total  number 
of  rustlers  killed  so  far  this 
week  to  11,  the  Kenyan  press 
reported.  The  tourist  died 
when  the  vehicle  he  was  in 
encountered  rustlers  crossing 
a  road  with  cattle.  (AFP) 

Coma  ends  for 
Memphis  killer 

New  York:  James  Earl  Ray, 
the  convicted  killer  of  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr  in  Memphis, 
has  emerged  from  his  coma 
"with  a  big  grin”  after  suffer¬ 
ing  liver  and  kidney  damage 
(James  Bone  writes}.  Doctors 
said  his  condition  was  serious, 
not  critical  but  he  had  only  a 
10  per  cent  chance  of  survival 

Storm  toll  “worst 
ill  Malaysia’ 

Kota  Kinabalu:  A  Malaysian 
rescue  team  searched  for  vic¬ 
tims  of  a  Christmas  Day 
storm  that  hit  the  eastern  state 
erf  Sabah  and  killed  at  least  109 
people,  mostly  Indonesians, 
and  left  as  many  missing.  A 
Government  minister  said  it 
was  the  worst  disaster  to  affect 
the  country.  (Reuter) 

Pray  now, 
pay  later 

Madrid:  A  church  in  northern 
Spain  has  scrapped  its  tradi¬ 
tional  collection  plate  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  a  credit  card  machine 
for  contributions  after  Mass 
(Tunku  Varadarajan  writes). 
The  system  was  installed  yes¬ 
terday  at  the  church  of  San 
Claudio,  in  Ledn. 


SUBSTANTIAL 
REDUCTIONS  ON 
SELECTED  RANGES 
OF  KITCHENS, 
BEDROOMS  AND 
BATHROOMS 
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fOfl  DETAILS  PLEASE  CALL 

0171  5895998 

LONDON  SW3  0171  581  9989 
HAflRQGATE  01423  529222 
TUNBRIDGE  WELLS  01892  545918 
LEAMINGTON  SPA  01926  633451 
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HALF  PRICE  BEDROOMS 


Magnet 

SALE 


Right  now ,  for  the  January  Sale,  all  cabinets  in  22  Bedroom  ranges 

are  reduced  in  price  by  50% 
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Human 
brain 
‘warned 
of  quake 
tremors’ 

By  Agence  Pkance-Presse 

IN  SYDNEY 

HUMAN  brains  can  de¬ 
tect  pre-earthquake  trem¬ 
ors  which  seismologists 
cannot,  according  to  two 
Australian  radiographers. 

They  say  that  corrupted 
images  shown  on  a  com¬ 
puter-aided  tomography 
scan  of  a  psychiatric 
patient  taken  17  minutes 
before  a  fatal  earthquake 
wrecked  the  New  South 
Wales  town  of  Newcastle 
in  1989  were  wnwt  by  a 
pre-earthquake  tremor  un¬ 
detected  by  seismologists. 

“If  you  really  nail  It 
down  it  is  tijc  first  ever 
demonstration  of  a  pre- 
earthquake  tremor  by  non- 
seism  a  logical  means,” 
Lindsay  Rowe,  one  of  the 
radiographers  at  the 
Newcastle  hospital,  said 
yesterday. 

The  quake;  measuring 
55  on  die  Richter  scale, 
struck  the  dty,  100  miles 
north  of  Sydney,  in  De¬ 
cember  1989  at  1028am. 
Twelve  people  died  and 
hundreds  were  injured. 

Mike  Grayson,  the  hos¬ 
pital's  chief  radiographer, 
was  conducting  the  scan  ad 
lOcOO  am.  The  Medical 
Journal  of  Australia  re¬ 
ported  that  he  noticed 
unusual  streaks  appearing 
on  scans  taken  at  10:1]  am. 
The  scan  was  completed  at 
1020  am. 

The  earthquake  struck 
eight  minutes  later,  de¬ 
stroying  the  scanning 
room  but  leaving  the 
patient  and  staff 
unscathed. 

In  the  journal's  Decem¬ 
ber  issue;  Mr  Grayson 
says:  “We  believe  die  cor¬ 
rupted  images  were  cau¬ 
sed  by  a  pre-earthquake 
tremor  that  was  undirect¬ 
ed  by  seismologists." 

Mr  Rowe  said  it  could 
be  argued  that  the  brain's 
reaction  was  similar  to  die 
instinct  in  many  animals 
that  alerted  them  to  natu¬ 
ral  disasters  before  they 
happened.  “If  I  ever  saw 
that  image  on  a  screen 
again.  I’d  be  the  first  out  of 
the  building.”  :■ 


By  Peter  Gvpeua  in  geneva  and  Our  Foreign  Staff 


THOUSANDS  of  anti-government  pro¬ 
testers  danced  and  sang  in  the.centre  of 
Belgrade  yesterday  to  celebrate  after  an 
Organisation  for  Co-operation  and  Sec¬ 
urity  in  Europe  (OSCE)  fact-finding 
mission  backed  opposition  claims  that 
h  had  won  recent  local  elections. 

However,  the  demonstrators  -  then 
dashed  with  riot  police  after  jeering  at 
them  as  the  protest  broke  up.  Witnesses 
said  the  cordons  of  police,  some  in  plain 
clothes,  used  batons  in  street  fights. 

At  least  one  person  was  beaten 
unconscious  and  a  roan  who  said  he  was 
walking  home  from  a  medical  confer¬ 
ence  received  a  head-wound,  witnesses 
said.  A  mother  and  her  daughter,  aged 
12,  were  caught  in  the  skirmishes  mid  ■ 
slightly  injured.  Two  foreign  television 
crews  were  attacked  and  had  cameras 
smashed. 

A  reporter  from  the  independent  ‘ 
Radio  Index  raid:  “It  seems  riot  police 
are  intervening  in  response  to  jeering. 
No  other  provocation  took  place." 

Ffelipe  Gonzalez,  the  former  Spanish 
Prime  Minister,  representing  the 
OSCE,  confirmed  opposition  victories 
over  President  Milosevic  and  his  ruling 
Socialist  Party  in  a  series  of  disputed 
municipalities,  where  the  results  were 
annulled  by  Serbian  courts.  . 

He  said  that  official  electoral  acts, 
signed  by  all  political  forces  in  Serbia, 
dearly  stated  that  the  Zajedno  opposi¬ 
tion  coalition  had  won  in  13  towns  as 
well  as  in  nine  districts  in  Belgrade. 

“It  is  my .  opinion  that  both  the 
authorities  and  all  political  forces  in 
Yugoslavia  must  accept  and  abide  by 
the  results  of  the  local  elections  of 
November  17,”  he  said  in  a  statement 
issued  in  Geneva. 

He  dismissed  the  subsequent  cancel¬ 
lation  by  Serbian  courts  of  the  results  in 
municipalities  won  by  opposition  candi¬ 
dates  as  invalid.  “The  tribunals  accepted 
allegations  to  cancel  the  elections  that  no 


democratic  country  could  have  accept¬ 
ed.”  He  added  that  it  was  akn  dear  that 
the  ruling  Socialist  Party  and  its  allies 
won  the  majority  of  votes  in  the  election 
as  a  whole. 

Mr  Milosevic,  who  invited  the  OSCE 
missfon  to  Belgrade  a  week  ago,  was 
expected  .to  respond  early  next  week  in 
time  for  a  full  meeting  of  the  55-nation 
security  alliance  in  Vienna.  Seflor 
Gonzllez  called  on  the  organisation  to 
issue  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  Yugoslav 
authorities  to  uphold  the  poll  and  to 
engage  in  dialogue  with  the  Opposition. 

As  die  announcement  was  made, 
about  So .000  demonstrators  defied  a 
police  ban  and  gathered  in  Belgrade  for 
-  the  38th  day  in  succession.  They  danced 
and  cheered  the  report,  which  added 
weight  to  mounting  international  de¬ 
mands  that  Mr  Milosevic  respect  de¬ 
mocracy. 

“This  is  a  big  test  for  Milosevic.  If  he 
rejects  this  opinion,  he  will  return  to  the 
greatest  isolation  of  the  past  three  to 
tour  years,"  Zoran  Djindjic.  a  senior 
opposition  leader,  said.  However,  he 
added  that  he  did  not  expect  the  Serbian 
President  to  accept  the  findings.  “We 
expect  further  escalation,  aggravation  of 
this  political  crisis.” 

Weeks  of  processions  through. Bel¬ 
grade  ended  on  Thursday  when  police 
with  body  armour,  helmets,  shields  and 
truncheons  cleared  the  streets,  forcing 
demonstrators  back  into  a  pedestrian 
square.  Police  also  curtailed  yesterday's 
celebrations,  preventing  students  from 
marching  through  the  streets.  Instead 
the  pro-Opposition  protesters  walked  in 
circles  pretending  to  be  prisoners,  blew 
trumpets  and  whistles  and  chanted 


slogans. 

Clashe 


lashes  between  the  two  sides  on 
Tuesday  left  at  least  58  people  injured 
and  two  dead.  One  man  was  seriously 
wounded  after  he  was  shot  in  the  head 
by  a  government  supporter. 


v- 


Students  show  identity  cards  to  Belgrade  riot  police  as  they  defy  a  ban  on  marching  yesterday 


Britons 
among 
28  held 
on  barge 

From  Reuter 

IN  LAGOS 


TWENTY-EIGHT  foreigners, 
including  two  Britons,  ten 
Filipinos  and  nine  French¬ 
men,  are  being  held  hostage 
on  a  barge  offshore  in  south¬ 
eastern  Nigeria  by  60  Nigeri¬ 
an  workers  demanding  wage 
increases,  a  Philippine  diplo¬ 
mat  said  yesterday. 

“It  is  the  fifth  day  today. 
They  have  been  there  since 
December  23  and  there  are 
ongoing  negotiations  to  re¬ 
solve  the  situation."  Hermes 
Dorado,  consul-general  the 
Philippine  embassy  in  Lagos, 
said. 

The  dispute  involves  a 
French  oil  services  company 
identified  as  NTPM  that  em¬ 
ployed  tile  workers  on  its 
barge,  the  WB452,  which 
transports  crude  oil  from  on¬ 
shore  fields  to  tankers. 

The  other  hostages  are  five 
Indians,  one  Lebanese  and 
one  Belgian.  They  have  not 
been  named.  The  Nigerians 
on  the  barge  did  not  appear  to 
be  armed.  Mr  Dorado  said. 

"So  far  they  are  safe  and 
unharmed  despite  the  passing 
yesterday  of  a  deadline  by  the 
Nigerian  workers  who  said 
things  will  happen  if  their 
demands  were  not  met  by 
then,"  he  said.  The  vessel  was 
being  held  about  30  miles 
offshore  from  the  oil-produc¬ 
ing  town  of  EkeL 

Mobil  Nigeria  Unlimited,  a 
joint  venture  with  the  US  firm 
Mobil  Corp,  is  the  main 
producer  of  crude  oil  in  that 
area,  but  its  staff  were  un¬ 
available  to  comment  yester¬ 
day  because  of  public 
holidays.  Mr  Dorado  said  the 
Filipino  crew  sent  an  urgent 
message  to  Manila  for  help. 


Christmas  loses;  its  glitter  for  troops  on  last  post  at  Chinese  border 


Hum  James  Pringle 

IN  HONG  KONG 

FOR  Corporal  Justin  Grattan 
there  was  very  little  festivity 
during  this  season  to  be  mer¬ 
ry.  The  24-year-old  from 
Stoke-on-Trent  was  on  duty  at 
the  Nam  Hang  observation 
post,  gazing  over  the  forbid¬ 
ding  fence  mlo  the  border  city 
of  Sheraenjn  China. 

Asked  how  he  had 1  enjoyed 
Christmas,  -hfr  ■'  responded: 


“What  Christinas?  Christmas 
did  not  happen  in  1996.” 

British  troops  of  the  First 
Battalion,  Staffordshire  Regi¬ 
ment,  are  deployed  along  the 
Chinese  border  at  five  obser¬ 
vation  posts  in  Hong  Kong’s 
New  Territories.  Their  duty  is 
to  log  what  they  see,  or 
"patterns  of  life".  But  the 
exercise  seems  rather  point¬ 
less  given  that  Hong  Kong 
reverts  to  Chinese  rule  at 
midnight  on  June  30, 1997. 


“We  were  in  Northern  Ireland 
before  this  . . .  that  was  excit¬ 
ing."  said  Corpora!  Grattan. 
“But  this  is  boring  work,  just 
standing  up  here  for  12  hours 
at  a  stretch  seeing  what  they 
do  —  and  it  is  the  same  every 
time.”  Seemingly  surprised, 
he  added  that  the  Chinese  did 
not  celebrate  Christmas  —  it 
.was  just  another  day  for  them. 

On  a  bridge  across  the 
murky  Shenzen  River,  where 
once  a  huge  red  billboard 


declared  “Down  With  the  US 
Imperialists  and  AH  Then- 
Running  Dogs”,  a  Chinese 
poster  now  shows  a  well- 
groomed  golfer  at  the  Mission 
Hills  golf  course.  Close  by.  a 
digital  dock  counts  out  the 
days  until  July  1,  and  a  poster 
in  English  states:  “Hong  Kong 
will  be  a  better  place  in  1997.” 

The  border,  once  a  tense 
place,  is  now  more  relaxed. 
“Sometimes  the  Chinese  police 
or  army  wave  to  us  from  the 


other  side,"  Corporal  Grattan 
said.  He  and  his  three  com¬ 
panions  are  on  a  four-day 
stretch  of  duty  here.  “We 
always  wave  back  —  after  all, 
you  have  to  think  of  public 
relations." 

In  his  Christmas  message  to 
the  British  garrison,  Major- 
General  Bryan  Dutton.  Com¬ 
mander,  British  Forces.  Hong 
Kong,  said  he  was  saddened  at 
the  continuing  running  down 
of  the  garrison.  “We  now  have 


to  look  ahead  to  the  last  lap 
and  up  the  tempo  again.” 
There  were  new  challenges,  he 
added,  induding  the  arrival  of 
advance  parlies  of  China's 
People's  Liberation  Army  and 
the  final  pullout. 

The  Staffords  have  a  long 
connection  with  Hong  Kong  — 
their  publicity  handour  recalls 
how  they  fought  in  the  1841-42 
Opium  War.  On  this  last  five- 
month  tour  in  Hong  Kong 
they  are  unaccompanied  by 


their  families.  When  they 
leave  in  February,  the  Black 
Watch  will  take  over  until  the 
handover.  They  will  arrive 
with  a  large  pipe  band  to  exit 
the  colony  in  style. 

The  Staffords’  commander, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jim  Tan¬ 
ner,  said:  “We  are  fortunate  to 
be  here  in  this  ‘show  the  flag’ 
role.  Our  mission  is  to  be  a 
fairly  visible  sign  of  British 
sovereignty  up  to  the 
handover." 
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OPEN  6  DAYS  A  WEEK* 


Book  the  Cruise  of  your  dreams  with  Thomas  Cook 
and  sail  away  with' up  to  38%  off  the  brochure  price 
or  receive  Thomas  Cook  Travel  Insurance  absolutely 
free.  We’ll  then  give  you  a  Weekend  break  for  two 
with  three  nights'  free  accommodation  at  one  of  over  200 
seaside  and  country  hotels  throughout  the  UK  and  Ireland.  All 
we  ask  is  that  you  buy  your  breakfast  and 
evening  meals  hi  the  hotel.  So 
down  to  your  local  Thomas  Cook 
shop  or  book  by  phone  quoting 
CR37  or  see  Teletext  page  208. 


The  nice  surprise 
is  the  prices. 
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Boots  Extra  Long  Life  Batteries  AA  x  4  Pack 

£3.15  each  £6.30  for  three 


Boots  Single  Use  Camera  with  Flash 

£7.99  each  £15.98  for  three 


Boots  200  ISO  24  Exposure 
Colou  rprint  Film 

£3.19  each 
£6.38  for  three 
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The  man  who  would  be  King  of  Morocco  has  forsaken  the  nightclub  life  for  the  burden  of  state 

Kingdom 
hopes  to 
have  world 
at  its  feet 


Hassan’s  heir  prepares 
to  take  reins  of  power 


HEIRS  to  the  throne  should 
not  necessarily  be  envied  in 
serious  monarchies.  The 
Prince  of  Wales,  when  he 
becomes  King  one  day.  will 
inherit  not  just  the  British 
Crown  but  also  a  host  of 
burdensome  comparisons 
with  his  mother,  the  Queen. 
The  wise  King  of  Spain.  Juan 
Carlos,  will  also  leave  his 
Prince  Felipe  with  a  devilishly 
difficult  act  ro  follow. 

Both  these  cases,  however, 
pale  into  insignificance  when 
compared  with  the  next  in¬ 
stalment  in  the  kingdom  of 
Morocco  —  M ami aka  al- 
Maghrebia,  to  use  its  official 
Arabic  name  —  when  Crown 
Prince  Sidi  Mohammed 
should  succeed  the  tireless 
and  titanic  King  Hassan  If. 

The  Alaouite  dynasty  has 
ruled  Morocco  since  the  17th 
century.  Direaly  descended 
from  the  family  of  the  Prophet 
Muhammad,  its  rulers  boast 
the  purest  bloodline  in  the 
Islamic  world. 

The  prince,  who  will  be 
King  Mohammed  VI  when  he 
ascends  the  throne,  will  inher¬ 
it  a  kingdom  quite  unlike  its 
counterparts  elsewhere  in  the 

China  and 
Russia  to 
cut  border 
forces 

By  Richard  Beeston 

RUSSIA  and  China  yesterday 
agreed  to  reduce  the  military 
forces  along  their  common 
bonier,  as  part  of  a  wide  range 
of  bilateral  agreements  to 
improve  ties  between  the  for¬ 
mer  Communist  rivals. 

President  Yeltsin  and  Li 
Peng,  the  visiting  Chinese 
Prime  Minister,  agreed  to  pull 
back  ground  troops  from  one 
of  the  most  heavily  militarised 
frontiers  in  the  world.  Details 
of  the  deal  were  not  released 
and  will  probably  not  be  until 
President  Jiang  Zemin  of  Chi¬ 
na  visits  Moscow  in  April  for  a 
summit  with  the  leaders  of 
Kazakhstan,  Kyrgyzstan  and 
Tajikistan,  the  former  Soviet 
republics  that  also  share  a 
border  with  China. 

Chinas  2.700-miIe  border 
with  the  former  Soviet  Union 
became  a  tense  frontier  when 
relations  with  Moscow  broke  1 
down  in  the  mid-1950s,  lead-  I 
ing  to  bloody  clashes  between  c 
the  two  sides  in  the  1960s.  i 
The  bilateral  deals  agreed 
yesterday  included  the  sale  of  J 
Russian  warplanes  to  China  i 
as  well  as  ambitious  plans  for  < 
oil  and  gas  pipelines  to  China.  1 
Apart  from  economic  cooper-  < 
ation.  Peking  and  Moscow  are  l 
also  keen  to  forge  closer  polit¬ 
ical  ties.  i 


MARRAKESH  FILE 
byTUNKU 
VARADARAJAN 


world.  After  35  years  on  the 
throne,  his  father  has  con¬ 
structed  a  weird  and  magic 
monarchy,  where  a  paternal¬ 
istic  absolutism  coexists  with 
the  kind  of  independent  oppo¬ 
sition  found  in  no  other  Arab 
kingdom. 

Li  trie,  however,  is  known 
about  the  prince.  When  the 
67-year-old  King  Hassan  fell 
seriously  ill  with  a  bout  of 
pneumonia  in  New  York  last 
November,  the  world's  press 
scrambled  chaotically  to  put 
together  a  portrait  of  the 
Crown  Prince,  the  man  who 
would  be  King.  It  is  rumoured 
that  his  sangfroid  saved  his 
father’s  life:  so  paralysed  by 
panic  were  the  court  physi¬ 
cians  that  only  the  prince  had 
the  presence  of  mind  to  send 
for  an  ambulance. 

Aged  33.  Prince  Sidi  Mo¬ 


hammed  has  so  far  led  a  life 
shrouded  in  deliberate  mys¬ 
tery.  Extraordinarily,  it  is  not 
even  known  whether  he  is 
married  or  not.  What  is 
certain,  however,  is  that  he  is 
better  prepared  to  rule  his 
kingdom  than  most  crown 
princes  will  ever  be.  He  has  a 
graduate  degree  in  interna¬ 
tional  relations  from  a  French 
university — his  thesis  was  on 
“The  Co-operation  between 
the  European  Union  and  the 
Maghreb";  he  speaks  English 
and  Spanish  in  addition  to  the 
customary  Arabic  and 
French:  and  he  has  shadowed 
his  father  carefully  in  the 
corridors  of  power. 

Yet  recently  he  has  stepped 
out  of  that  shadow,  travelling 
abroad  on  his  father's  behalf 
to  Fiance,  the  Middle  East, 
and  the  United  Sates.  On  his 


visit  to  the  latter,  he  met  both 
President  Clinton  and  Al 
Gore,  the  Vice-President,  al¬ 
though  he  failed  to  secure  an 
appointment  with  Madeleine 
Albright,  the  new  US  Secre- 
tary  of  State  whose  forthright 
views  on  the  Western  Sahara 
question  have  never  been  to 
the  Moroccan  Government's 
taste.  Analysts,  however,  de¬ 
tect  a  greater  role  for  Prince 
Sidi  Mohammed  in  the  han¬ 
dling  of  that  long-running 
dispute,  and  he  is  believed  to 
have  exchanged  views, 
through  intermediaries,  with 
leaders  of  the  Fbiisario  Front. 

Equally,  the  prince  has 
adopted  a  lifestyle  more  in 
keeping  with  his  new-found 
role,  fie  has  ceased  visiting 
Rabat's  nightclubs,  where  he 
was  once  known  to  enjoy 
youthful  diversions,  and  re- 
fleas  the  gra vitas  of  an  active 
crown  prince. 

His  main  task  now  is  to  win 
the  confidence  of  his  father's 
courtiers,  none  of  them  natu¬ 
ral  modernisers.  If  he  does  so. 
he  will  secure  a  smooth 
transition  —  when,  at  long 
last,  he  takes  die  throne  in 
Morocco. 


Prince  Sidi  Mohammed,  on  his  father’s  right,  at  an  event  in  Rabat  this  year 


IF  MOROCCO  has  its  way,  the 
football  World  Cup  wflJ  come  to  the 
kingdom  in  2006. 

Buoyed  by  the  success  of  its  profes¬ 
sionals  in  the  main  European  leagues, 
and  consistently  at  the  top  of  African 

football  tables,  the  country  has  made  a 

bid  for  the  game’s  premier  competi¬ 
tion-  France  is  to  host  the  Cup  in  I99S, 

and  Japan  and  South  Korea  will  do  so 

jointly  in  2002. 

“That  means.”  a  spokesman  for  the 
Moroccan  Football  Federation  said. 

.  "that  Africa  has  to  have  the  Cup  in 
2006.  Hie  continent  has  never  hosted 
tiie  competition,  and  we  think  Moroc¬ 
co  offers  the  best  facilities  of  alL” 

□  MOROCCO’S  main  forest,  the 
Mamora,  is  in  danger  of  disappear¬ 
ing  in  less  than  SO  years,  according  to 
environmentalists. 

The  forest,  which  consists  princi¬ 
pally  of  cork-oaks,  lies  to  the  north  of 
the  capital  Rabat,  and  has  long 
served  as  the  dtps  “lungs”. 

Yet  the  pressures  on  the  Mamora 
grow  daily,  with  peasants  plundering 
firewood  and  clearing  the  forest  for 
farmland.  At  present,  only  24700 
wooded  acres  remain,  compared  with 
its  surface  area  of  more  than  148700 
acres  40  years  ago. 


Lebed  launches  third  political  party 


From  Richard  Beeston  in  Moscow 


Lebed:  attacked  Yeltsin’s 
fitness  for  presidency 


ALEKSANDR  LEBED.  Rus¬ 
sia’s  former  security  chief, 
launched  a  new  political  party 
yesterday  and  set  the  stage  fen* 
a  fresh  clash  with  the  Kremlin, 
after  accusing  President 
Yeltsin  of  being  unfit  to  hold 
office. 

Two  months  after  he  was 
fired  by  the  Russian  leader  for 
insubordination  as  national 
security  adviser,  the  ambitious 
former  paratrooper  said  he 
wanted  to  give  Russians  a 
fresh  choice  with  his  new 
Russian  Popular  Republican 
Party. 

The  ‘third  way’  will  be  an 
alternative  to  both  the  Com¬ 
munists  and  the  current  dem¬ 
ocratic  elite  since  both  are 
alien  to  the  people."  Genera! 
Lebed  told  about  150  delegates 
representing  72  Russian  re¬ 
gions  at  a  twoday  gathering 


outside  Moscow.  “A  third 
party  will  make  the  bureau¬ 
cratic  elite  respect  the  interests 
of  society  and  state." 

Earlier,  in  an  interview  with 
the  Nezavisimaya  Cazeta 
newspaper,  he  said  Mr  Yeltsin 
was  too  sick  to  fulfil  his  duties 
properly  and  the  country  had 
been  plunged  into  crisis  by 
incompetent  aides.  "1  know 
perfectly  well  that  Boris 
Nikolayevich  [Yeltsin}  is  a 
very  sick  person,"  said  the 
general.  "The  President’s  res¬ 
ignation  would  be  a  normal, 
civilised  way  out  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  . . .  [let  him]  rest  himself  at 
his  dacha  and  care  for  his 
grandchildren." 

The  attack,  coming  only 
days  after  the  Russian  leader 
formally  returned  to  work 
after  nearly  six  months'  ab¬ 
sence.  appeared  to  signal  that 


General  Lebed  intends  to  es¬ 
tablish  himself  as  Mr  Yeltsin's 
main  opposition  challenger. 
Certainly  the  language  used 
by  General  Lebed  suggested 
that  there  will  not  be  any 
reconciliation  between  the  two 
men.  who  briefly  joined  forces 
to  defeat  the  Communists  in 
last  July's  elections. 

Yesterday  General  Lebed 
predicted  that  the  country  was 
heading  for  a  crisis  in  the 
spring  and  he  ruled  out  any 
talk  of  a  return  to  Mr  Yeltsin's 
staff,  saying:  "I  will  never  be  a 
bureaucrat,  my  spine  is  not 
rubbery  enough.”  The  former 
security  chief,  who  succeeded 
in  resolving  the  Chechen  con¬ 
flict  during  his  brief  tenure  in 
office,  said  his  new  party 
would  be  a  centrist  movement 
that  would  campaign  to 
amend  the  constitution  and 


diminish  the  authority  of  the 
president 

Experts  are  divided  on 
whether  General  Lebed  has 
the  political  stamina  to  remain 
a  key  figure  in  Russian  politics 
until  the  next  presidential 
elections  in  2000.  They  are 
agreed,  however,  that  the  for¬ 
mation  of  an  effective  national 
grassroots  political  movement 
is  vital  if  the  headstrong 
fanner  boxer,  who  is  regarded 
as  the  most  popular  politician 
in  Russia  today,  hopes  to  gain 
real  political  power. 

In  the  last  presidential  race 
he  came  third  behind  Gennadi 
Zyuganov,  the  Communist 
Party  candidate  who  has  tiie 
only  well-organised  political 
party  in  the  country,  and  Mr 
Yeltsin,  who  had  unlimited 
funding  for  campaigning  and 
advertising. 


France  pulls  out  of 
new  air  patrols 
over  northern  Iraq 


From  Adam  Sage  in  Paris 


French  harbour  fond  memories  of  Mitterrand 


By  Adam  Sage 

THE  burning  ambition  of  Francois 
Mitterrand  to  be  remembered  as  one 
of  France’s  greatest  Presidents  has 
achieved  some  success. 

Nearly  a  year  after  his  death  on 
January  8.  he  is  rated  as  a  popular  and 
effective  head  of  state  who  did  much 
during  his  14  years  in  office  to  improve 
France's  standing  in  the  world  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  apinioii  poll  published 
today. 

The  poll,  for  the  weekly  Figaro 
magazine,  shows  Mitterrand’s  compa¬ 


triots  have  largely  forgiven  or  forgot¬ 
ten  his  failures  and  foibles.  They  bear 
no  grudge  over  his  sympathies  for  the 
collaborationist  Vichy  regime  or  his 
extramarital  affairs.  The  findings 
come  amid  a  flood  of  biographies 
which  testify  to  the  fascination  that  he 
still  excites  in  France.  At  least  five 
works  will  be  published  this  month. 

More  than  30  per  cent  of  respon¬ 
dents  say  he  was  the  best  President  of 
the  Fifth  R^iublic.  second  only  to  his 
erstwhile  rival.  Charles  de  Gaulle 
Jacques  Chirac  the  incumbent,  comes 
bottom  of  the  polL 


Three-quarters  of  the  respondents 
see  Mitterrand’s  attempts  to  forge 
European  union  as  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  aspect  of  his  term  in  office 
Surprisingly,  the  French  are  also 
tolerant  of  his  domestic  policies,  which 
economists  say  are  to  blame  for  the 
present  difficulties.  By  lowering  the 
retirement  age  shortening  the  work¬ 
ing  week  and  extending  social  sec¬ 
urity.  he  left  France  uncompetitive 
and  facing  high  taxes. 

Although  an  overwhelming  major¬ 
ity  condemn  his  action  to  combat 
unemployment,  57  per  cent  approve  of 


his  costly  welfare  reforms  —a  finding 
that  underlines  the  dilemma  tire 
present  Gaullist  administration  faces 
as  it  tries  to  rein  in  public  spending. 

The  most  unexpected  answer  came 
in  response  to  the  question  —“How  do 
you  remember  the  Mitterrand  years 
[1981  to  1995JT  Then  the  French  would 
have;  with  typical  Gallic  pessimism, 
pointed  to  the  sleaze  that  dominated 
his  second  seven-year  term.  Now,  65 
per  cent  have  good  memories  of  this 
era,  with  just  35  percent  discontented. 
This  prompts  Le  Figaro  to  say  that  "be 
is  greater  dead  than  alive". 


FRANCE  yesterday  withdrew 
from  the  air  reconnaissance^ 
operation  aimed  at  safeguard-  - 
ing  the  Kurds  in  northern 
Iraq,  in  a  move  likely  to  anger  ■ 
the  United  States  but  please 
President  Saddam  Hussein. 

Hie  French  Fbreign  Minis¬ 
try  said  it  would  not  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  new,  slimmed- 
down  version  of  “Operation 
Provide  Comfort",  which 
comes  into  force  next  week, 
because  the  aims  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  had  changed. 

Paris  said  the  operation, 
established  after  the  Gulf  War 
five  years  ago,  had  ceased  to 
be  “humanitarian"  since 
Saddam  had  agreed  with  the 
United  Nations  that  30  per 
cent  of  all  aid  for  Iraq  should 
be  earmarked  for  Kurdish 
areas. 

The  new  operation  is  essen¬ 
tially  one  of  air  surveillance," 
said  Anita  Limido.  the  Foreign 
Ministry  spokeswoman  who 
announced  the  end  of  French 
involvement.  However,  ( 
France's  partners  will  suspect 
Paris  of  trying  to  court 
Saddam  for  a  share  of  his  oil 
revenue. 

Washington  has  urged  Pres¬ 
ident  Chirac  to  continue  to 
support  the  United  States. 
Britain  and  Turkey  in  their 
attempts  to  stop  Iraqi  planes 
flying  over  Kurdish  areas  in 


tiie  north.  The  French  move 
.  follows  a  spate  of  recent 
disputes  between  France  and 
the  United  States  that  began 
when  Paris  objected  to  Kofi 
Annan's,  nomination  as  UN 
Secretary-Gene  raL  Relations 
deteriorated  further  when  M 
Chirac  asked  America  to 
abandon  its  command  of  Nato 
farces  in  southern  Europe. 

The  al-Thawra  newspaper, 
an  organ  of  the  ruling  Baath 
parly  in  Iraq,  said:  “The 
French  move  will  enhance  ties 
with  Iraq  fay  boosting  compre¬ 
hensive  relations  that  both 
sides  are  willing  to  bring  back 
to  their  past  level" 
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PALACE  THEATRE  01 71-434  0909 
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tee)  Grps  0(71 413  3311 
THE  WORU7S  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LES  MISKRABI.RS 
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BEST  MUSICAL 
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MUSICAL 
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WINNER 
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To  advertise  in  this 
section  please  call 
the  Entertainments 
Team  on 
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1996 


1996 


. .  -  was  the  year 
in  which  Sir 
Richard  Rogers 
unveiled  his 
Millennium  Dome 
for  Greenwich 


. . .  and  die 
year  in  which 
Sir  Simon  Rattle 
announced  that 
he  was  leaving 
Birmingham 


1996  - 


. . .  was  notable 
for  rows  about 
the  corrupting 
effect  of 
tacky  film.6  like 
Showgirls 


1996 

. . .  but  also  an 
annus  mirabilis 
for  that 

one-man  musicals 
industry,  Andrew 
Lloyd  Webber 
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The  most  exuberant  musical  event  of  199ft  in  November  some 2,845  schoolchildren,  phis  instruments,  gathered  fora  morning  in  Birmingham  under  the  charismatic  direction  erf  Sir  Simon  Rattle  to  form  the  world’s  largest  orchestra 

,  tears,  and  a  lot  of  hot  air 
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If  the  arts  ate  supposed  to 
stimulate  debate,  1996 
was  a  vintage  year.  We  : 
argued  about  everything, 
-.from  medieval  caskets  to  pop 
musicals.  Scraaimes  the  argu¬ 
ments  were  more  fun  dian  the 
art  we  were  arguing  abouL 
Sometimes  the  an  never  actu¬ 
ally  happened,  but  we  had  die 
arguments  anyway.  - 
Mostly,  die  arguments 
weren’t  over  money  —  which 
is  lairly  amazing  for  Britain. 
They  were  over  that  dreaded 
word,  taste.  Whose  taste 
should  prevail  when  the  out¬ 
come  affects  us  all?  That 
question  cenaxnly  lay  behind 
die  big  arguments  about  the 
future  look  of  London. 

Sir  Norman  Fosters  crass 
plan  for  a  94-storey  office 
Mode  that  would  loom  over  St 
Patti's  Cathedral  like  a 
mugger  over  an  old  granny 
was  widely  abhorred.  So  was 
Daniel  LibeskincPs  accident 
with  a  Rubik  cube,  otherwise 
known  as  his  design  for  the 
V&A’s  Boilerhouse.  And  a  rum 
lot  of  designs  for  a  vista- 
Hotting  “inhabited  bridge" 
over  the  Thames  found  tittle 
favour  with  anyone  except 
card-carrying  modernists. 

The  jury  is  still  out  on  Sir 
Richard  Rogers’s  gargantuan 
Millennium  Dome  proposal 
for  Greenwich.  But  that  is  not 
the  main  thing  holding  back 
the  planned  millennium  jol¬ 
lies.  There  are  worries  about 
the  rocketing  budget,  implau¬ 
sible  deadlines,  unknown  ex¬ 
hibition  content,  leaderless 
management,  inadequate  pri¬ 
vate  finance  and  uncertain- 
political  backing.  Apart  from 
that,  it's  all  going  wdL 
We  argued  a  Lot  in  1996 
about  our  palaces  of  culture. 
The  British  Museum  respond¬ 
ed  jo  criticism  by  threatening 
admission  charges.  The  Royal 
Academy  was  revealed  to  have 
a  £3  million  deficit  and  some 
Impressionistic  accounting 
procedures,  at  least  in  the  past. 
The  Royal  Opera  House,  in  an 

unwise  burst  of  glasnost.  let 
BBC  cameras  roam  freely,  the 
candid  footage  added  greatly 
to  the  nation’s  gaiety  but  did 
little  to  muster  support  for  its 

accident-prone  redevelopment 

scheme.  SriU.  ai  least  Coveni 
Garden  hasn’t  been  torched  tqr 
the  Mafia,  as  is  now  believed 
to  have  happened  to  Venice’s 
La  Fenice  opera  house. 

he  sale  of  great  works 
of  art  also  proved  to 
be  a  fertile  source  of 
_  dispute,  particularly 
if  it  involved  a  transfer  across 
national  boundaries.  A  vigor¬ 
ous  campaign,  led  fry  this  ■ 
newspaper,  kept  the/Ihemw  * 
Bedcet  casket  in  Britain.  But 

the  director  of  the  Getty  Muse¬ 
um  m  California,  soil  smart" 
ing  at  having  Canova’s  772 

Graces  snatched  from  hK 
grasp,  accused  the  British 
Gwerwneni  of  “bending  its 
own  export  hcence  roks.^nd 

i-.’v-*  •,'-'rVfAr  X*;: 
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Richard 
Morrison 
recalls  1996 
as  a  year 
in  which 
some  of  the 
backstage 
arguments  in  the  arts  world 
were  rather  more  entertaining 
than  the  shows  themselves 


if  foreign  buyers  couldn’t  be 
guaranteed  a  fair  deal.  With 
die  Greeks  again  agitating  for 
the  return  of  the  Elgin  Mar¬ 
bles,  and  demands  in  Europe 
for  the  repatriation  of  works  of 
art  that  were  looted  during  the 
Second  World  War,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  bow  far  a  country  can 
lay  daim  to  its  “national 
heritage”  looks  set  to  keep 
armies  of  lawyers,  diplomats 
and  art  experts  voy  profitably 
employed  for  decades. 

After  taking  only  a  couple  of 
years  to  think  about  it,  the  Arts 
Councfl  set  up  several  schemes 
to .  pour  lottery  money  into 
creative  arts  programmes 
rather  than  building  projects. 
One  scheme.  Arts  for  Every¬ 
one,  removed  all  quality  con¬ 
trols  from  little  groups 
applying  for  small  grants. 
Amateurs  have  never  had  so 
much  money  thrust  upon 


them;  we  shall  expect  dazzling 
costumes  from  the  local  oper¬ 
atic  society  next  year. 

Perhaps  the  Arts  Council’s 
new  concern  about  “the  grass¬ 
roots”  was  a  sign  of  guilt.  A 
report  revealed  that  700  times 
more  arts  lottery  money  had 
been  spent,  per  head,  on 
Londoners  than  on  the  people 
of  Bedfordshire. 

What  else  did  we  argue 
about?  Pornography  and  vio¬ 
lence,  naturally.  The  Robert 
Mapplethorpe  exhibition  at 
die  Hayward  Gallery  pro¬ 
duced  less  hot  air  than  his 
homoerotic  snaps  had  done  in 
America.  But  a  series  of  tadey 
films  —  Kids,  Showgirls, 
Strange  Days  and  Crash  — 
were  given  much  more  public¬ 
ity  than  their  quality  merited. 
When  will  politicians  learn 
that  the  quickest  way  to 
quadruple  a  bad  film’s  auefi- 


ence  is  to  call  for  it  to  be 
banned? 

Some  lively  disagreements 
in  1996  were  unspoken:  the 
critics  would  damn  a  show; 
the  pubb’c  would  respond  fry 
queuing  round  the  block  to  see 
it  Thus  does  Cliff  Richard’s 
Heathdiff  continue  its  trium¬ 
phant  progress  round  Britain. 
Nowhere  was  this  dichotomy 
more  apparent  than  in  the  film 
world.  The  more  the  critics 
raved  about  Breaking  the 
Waves,  Lars  Von  Trier’s  in¬ 
tense  study  of  marriage  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  Outer  Hebrides, 
the  more  the  public  flocked  to 
see  Independence  Day  and 
Twister.  Funny,  that. 

Still,  the  critics  did  exert 
sane  influence.  Sir  Cameron 
Mackintosh  closed  the  much- 
panned  musical  Martin 
Guerre  after  a  few  months, 
had  it  rewritten,  and  re¬ 
launched  it  in  a  better  version. 
It  takes  courage  to  do  that  after 
you  have  spent  six  years  and 
£35  million  on  a  show. 

And  while  we  are  handing 
out  awards  for  boldness,  let’s 
salute  Professor  George 
Steiner.  He  ended  his  keynote 
speech  at  the  50th  Edinburgh 
Festival  with  the  suggestion 
that  the  festival  abolish  itself. 
“To  know  when  to  stop  is  a 
rare  but  vivid  mark  of  honesty 
within  excellence,”  said  the 
prof  to  muted  applause. 

Doubtless  Sir  Simon 
Rattle  would  agree 
with  him.  though 
his  decision  to  quit 
the  City  of  Birmingham  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra  will  leave  a 
huge  hole  in  Brum's  cultural 
life.  Rattle's  charisma  was 
nowhere  better  displayed  this 
year  than  when  he  presided 
over  the  “world’s  biggest  or¬ 
chestra”:  2845  children  gath¬ 
ered  in  Symphony  Hail  for  the 
most  exuberant  (if  not  the 
most  polished)  performance  of 
the  year. 

But  it  was  Sir  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber’s  annus  mirabilis. 
Cats  became  the  longest-run¬ 
ning  musical  ever  on  Broad¬ 
way  or  in  the  West  End.  Jesus 
Christ  Superstar  was  revived 
at  the  garishly  refurbished 
Lyceum.  By  Jeeves,  a  flop  21 
years  ago,  was  revised,  re- 
staged.  and  instantly  reborn 
as  yet  another  Lloyd  Webber 
hit.  Joseph,  plus  dreamcoat, 
returned.  Whistle  Down  the 
Wind  —  Lloyd  Webber’s  ver¬ 
sion  of  an  ancient  Hayley 
Mills  movie  —  opened  in 
America  to  warm  reviews. 
And  then  came  the  film  of 
Evita. 

The  only  irritating  doud  on 
thermal  man’s  horizon  was  a 
plagiarism  case  in  America. 
And  llqyd  Webber  even  ended 
tiiis  in  profit  winning  precise¬ 
ly  $78.09  in  damages  by 
counter-suing  a  songwriter 
who  bad  sued  him.  Every  little 
bat  helps. 

So  was  h  a  good  year  for 
British  culture?  On  the  whole, 
'Z’H.SFbS  ™e25  ahr»«t -fattim*. 


ever,  particularly  from  theatre 
folk.  Yet  Sir  Peter  Hall,  inau¬ 
gurating  his  “last  big  project 
before  I  hang  up  my  dogs", 
announced  six  new  plays  and 
much  else  for  the  revitalised 
Old  Vic.  The  reconstructed 
Globe  mounted  a  promising 
“prologue"  season.  Cam¬ 


bridge’s  Arts  Theatre  and 
Oxford's  Playhouse  reopened 
after  sumptuous  refurbish- 
ments.  A  E42  million  concert 
hall  opened  in  Manchester. 
And  Cardiff  announced  that 
its  new  opera-house  project 
was  not.  after  all.  dead  — 
merely  disguised  as  the 


"Wales  Millennium  Centre”. 

One  of  the  world’s  finest 
conductors.  Christoph  von 
Dohnanyi.  has  been  lured  to 
the  helm  of  the  Philharmonia 
Orchestra-  A  witty,  all-male 
version  of  Swan  Lake  is  run¬ 
ning  commercially  in  the  West 
End.  The  Prime  Minister  has 


prod  aimed  London  “the  cool¬ 
est  dty  on  the  planet".  And  the 
publisher  Macmillan  feels  op¬ 
timistic  enough  about  our 
supposedly  philistine  age  ta¬ 
bling  out  a  34-volume  Dictio¬ 
nary  of  An.  There  is  hope  for 
serious  culture.  Or  at  least 
room  for  argument. 


If  your  bed  is 
ten  years 
old  or  more, 
then  you've 
been  together 
too  long. 


That's  life.  Sometimes  relationships  don't  iast 
when  they  come  under  too  much  strain.  That 
goes  for  you  and  your  bed  too.  The  older  a  bed  gets 
the  less  it  gives  back  -  and  the  more  trouble 
it  causes,  making  you  tired  and  irritable. 

Beds  that  are  ten  years  old  or  more  may  not 
be  giving  you  the  comfort  and  support  you 
need  for  a  good,  healthy  night's  sleep.  Lack  of  quality  sleep  will  blunt 
your  appetite  and  enthusiasm  for  everyday  living. 

77ie  answer  could  be  a  new  bed.  As  the  Sleep  Council  says 
-  sleep  good,  feel  good.  So  if  your  bed  is  feeling  the  strain 
as  much  as  you  are,  get  along  to  your  local  Sleep  Council 
stockist  now.  The  rest  will  take  care  of  itself. 


NEW  YEAR  *  NEW  BED  •  NEW  Y 


tor  vour  nw  bed  near  from  MeirthoriMd  Steep  Council  stadnH  where  you  see  the  blue  GOOD-  RBB.GOOtt'sign. 


LGOOETrign.  ’  | 


V’  • 
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THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28  199d 


Sean  French  reflects  on  the  pressures,  pitfalls,  and  the  pittance  of  a  reward  he  got,  after  collaborating  on  a  novel  with  his  wife 


a; 


n  old  Greek  said  that  you 
should  call  no  man  Happy 
.until  he  is  dead,  which  is  a 
bit  late  to  be  of  much  use  do  the  man 
in  question.  I  can  supply  a  more 
'  serviceable  observation.  You  can¬ 
not  truly  say  you  love,  or  even  like, 
someone  until  you  have  either  la) 
shared  a  house  with  them,  (b)  gone 
on  holiday  togeiher,  or  (c)  collabo¬ 
rated  on  writing  fiction.  X  may  be 
beautiful  or  witty,  but  what  wfll  you 
think  of  them  when  they  finish  the 
milk  or  never  do  the  washing  up?. 

Or.  to  be  frankly  autobiographi- 
cal.  how  will  you  react  when  you 
hand  a  chapter  of  your  novel  over 
to  your  wife  and.  as  she  reads  it. 
you  hear  the  darter  of  her  key¬ 
board.  and  the  occasional  mutter  of 
“she  wouldn't  do  that"  or  "that 
doesn't  make  sense". 

After  W.H.  Auden  had  briefly 
and  disastrously  collaborated  with 
Bertolt  Brecht  on  a  version  of  The 


Rich  writers  are  pure  fiction 


Duchess  Of  Malfi,  he  concluded 
that  Brecht  was  the  only  person  he 
had  ever  met  who  justified  the 

existence  of  capital  punishment. 

'  When  my  wife,  Nicd  Genard,  and 
I  collaborated  on  writing  The 
Memory  Game,  we  had  some  cross 
words,  long  sulks  and  tortuous 
remonstrations,  but  we  never  quite 
got  to  that  stage. 

From  the  start,  we  agreed  about 
the  sort  of  book  we  wanted  to  write. 
Victoria  Wood  has  a  joke  about 
how,  when  she  finds  herself  in  W  H 
Smith,  she  cant  resist  picking  up 
Margaret  Drabble  novels  and  look¬ 
ing  at  the  last  chapter  to  see  what 
doesnt  happen.  Whatever  else  we 
thought  we  could  achieve,  we 


wanted  to  provide  the  sort  of  reader 
satisfaction  and  excitement  that  we 
ourselves  craved. 

The  story  would  have  a  murder 
in  it,  and  it  would  end  with  the 
solution,  with  twists  and  misdirec¬ 
tions  along  the  way.  We  found  a 
theme  that  intrigued  us:  the  recov¬ 
ery  of  hidden  memories.  In  the 
United  States  it  has  broken  up 
hundreds  of  families  and  sent 
many  people  to  prison  convicted  of 
crimes  alleged  to  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  years,  or  even  decades, 
earlier. 

We  constructed  a  detailed  chap¬ 
ter-by-chapter  plot  and  began  to 
write  separately  (our  one  attempt  to 
write  together  resulted  in  precisely 


one  sentence  and  a  prolonged  row). 
The  peculiarity  of  the  collaborative 
process  is  that  we  surprised  our¬ 
selves  from  then  on. 

As  well  as  creating  a  crime  story, 
we  found  ourselves  writing  a  story 
about  our  shared  obsessions:  about 
the  idea  of  family  with  its  entice¬ 
ments  and  betrayals;  about  memo¬ 
ry  and  the  Way  we  interpret  the  past 
in  order  to  justify  ourselves. 

If  there  is  a  single  reason  that  this 
novel  has  been  published  under  a 
joint  name,  it  is  that  when  The 
Memory  Game  was  finished,  we 
were  almost  alarmed  by  its  differ¬ 
ence  from  what  either  of  us  could 
have  produced  on  our  own. 

When  Rob  Lowe,  the  ex-teen 


movie  star,  once  notoriously 
videoed  himself  having  sex  with 
two  young  girls,,  and  the  videotape 
was  stolen  and  widely  copied,  the 
comedian  Arsenio  Hall  comment¬ 
ed:  "At  last,  Rob  Lowe  has  made  a 
film  that  everybody  wants  to  see." 

I  knowhow  Lowe  must  have  felt 
In  a  way  we  went  through  a 
similar,  if  more  welcome*  surprise. 
For  more  than  a  year.  The  Memory 
Game  was  our  secret.  We  were 
protective  of  it  until  it  was  com¬ 
pletely  finished.  Then  we  tentative¬ 
ly  started  to  ask  other  people  to  take 
a  look.  They  weren’t  just  enthusias- 
tic  about  it,  they  saw  it  as  a  product, 
■something  that  could  make  money. 

Let  me  put  this  in  perspective. 


I’ve  published  various  books,  both 
fiction  and  non-fiction.  This  has 
been  satisfying  in  various  degrees, . 
but  ray  earnings  from  them  were, 
at  best,  comparable  to  those  of  the 
man  who  washes  the  windows  of 

your  house  and.  at  worst,  compara¬ 
ble  to  those  of  the  man  who  washes 
the  windscreen  of  your  car  when 
you  stop  at  traffic  lights. 

To  put  it  further  into  perspective, 
for  the  two-book  contract  Nicd  and 
I  signed  with  Heinemann.  we  were 
paid  proportionately  much  less 
than  the  El  million  Martin  Amis 
has  just  been  paid  for  four  books, 
let  alone  the  £500,000  he  was 
reportedly  paid  for  The  Informa¬ 
tion.  But  our  advance  was  nice  all 


the  same:  about  the  amc^t  that 

Amis  would  have  got  if  hehad  been 
paid  according  to  what  The  Injor- 
mation  sold. 

Yesterday  a  journalist  asked 
whether,  as  somebody  who 
had  published  wefl-reviewed 
literary  novels,  it- wasn't  a  problem 
to  be  regarded  as  somebody  who 
had  written  a  popular  book  which, 
was  considered  to  be  a  commodity, 
be  used  as  part  of  a  large 


to 


marketing  campaign,  to  be  com¬ 
pared  with  writers  such  as  Jeffrey 
Archer  and  John  Grisham. 

It  was  an  interesting  question 
and  required  an  equally  scrupulous 
answer.  I  thought  hard  and  then 
replied  with  all  the  intelligence  and 
sincerity  I  could  muster:  No,  it 
wasn’t.  - 

The  Memory  Game  is  published  by 
Heinemann  at  12D9 


Waiting  on  the 
outside  world 

Rachel  Caxnpbeil-Johnston  assesses 
hopes  for  peace  in  Latin  America 


The  Guatemalan  Ambassador 
to  Peru,  Jos6  Maria  Argueta. 
is  the  latest  high-profile  hos¬ 
tage  to  be  released  from  the 
besieged  embassy  in  Lima.  It  is  a 
gesture  that  provides  an  important 
recognition  of  the  peace  process 
currently  being  completed  in  Gua¬ 
temala.  Today,  in  the  National 
Palace  in  Guatemala  City.  Presi¬ 
dent  Alvaro  Aral  signs  the  final 
document  of  an  accord  that  marks 
the  official  conclusion  of  a  36-year 
dvil  war  with  leftist  guerrillas.  For 
Tupac  Amaru  rebels,  in  search  not 
simply  of  the  release  of  prisoners 
but  also  of  an  eventual  role  for  their 
movement  in  Peruvian  politics. 
Guatemala  provides  a  possible 
template  for  the  way  ahead. 

like  Peru,  Guatemala  is  a  nation 
that  has  scarcely  known  tranquilli¬ 
ty  since  Spain's  conquistadors 
colonised  it  about  500  years  ago. 
The  division  between  the 
descendants  of  the  Span¬ 
iards  and  the  Indians 
has  never  been  blunted. 

For  centuries,  the  indige¬ 
nous  people  have  bon 
despised  —  and  killed. 
Guatemala  may  be  sold 
to  tourists  as  "the  land  of 
eternal  spring",  but  its 
verdant  hills  and  dra¬ 
matic  volcanoes  have  en¬ 
folded  scenes  of  poverty  and  mas¬ 
sacre.  A  succession  of  military 
dictatorships  has  crushed  any  sem¬ 
blance  of  democracy. 

An  attempted  coup  by  leftist 
Army  officers  in  1960  was  savagely 
repressed.  A  rebel  movement, 
made  up  mainly  of  Mayan  indians. 
was  born.  Guatemala  found  itself 
plunged  into  one  of  the  bloodiest 
civil  conflicts  in  all  Central  Ameri¬ 
ca.  Over  the  past  36  years,  more 
than  100,000  people  have  been 
killed,  and  as  many  driven  into 
exile.  It  is  this  which  President  Arzti 
now  puts  to  an  end  with  the  signing 
of  a  ceasefire  and  agreements 
providing  for  constitutional  re¬ 
forms,  demilitarisation  and  rights 
for  indigenous  people.  It  is  apt  that 
left-wing  Rsruvian  rebels  should 
recognise  the  political  importance 
of  Guatemala's  model 
Yet  Guatemala’s  path  into  the 
future  will  not  be  easy.  Its  people 
have  watched  a  peace  process 
stumbling  along  for  too  long,  and 
broken  too  often,  to  believe  that  Pre¬ 
sident  Ami's  signature  can  change 
a  nation  so  long  pinched  between 
an  entrenched  elite  and  the  savage¬ 
ry  of  a  lawless  army.  Many  believe 
thar  the  signing  of  these  accords  is 
simply  a  show  of  hands,  the  price 
Guatemalans  must  pay  for  foreign 
aid. 

The  cessation  of  armed  conflict 
provides  no  simple  solution.  It  has 
been  many  years  since  the  guerrilla 
movement  was  a  viable  military 
force.  Crushed  by  a  US-backed 
Government  its  numbers  have 
fallen  below  1,000.  What  Guatema¬ 


la  hopes  to  gain  is  the  sense  of 
security  that  breeds  lasting  democ¬ 
racy  and  lays  the  ground  for  more 
equitable  economic  organisation. 
The  balance  needs  to  be  redressed 
in  a  land  in  which  the  majority 
survive  on  maize  tortillas  cooked  on 
wood  stoves,  while  the  rich  few  fly 
private  planes  to  Miami  to  do  their 
weekend  shopping-  A  withered 
judidazy  and  bail  Civil  Service 
need  to  be  rebuilt  from  scratch. 

The  dismantling  of  a  headstrong 
paramilitary  state  is  crudal  in  a 
country  where  the  army’s  power 
has  too  long  gone  unquestioned. 
But  the  reintroduction  into  society 
of  youngsters  nurtured  in  a  climate 
of  dvil  war  will  not  be  easy. 

Already,  the  country  is  lapsing 
into  undisciplined  violence.  If  the 
volcanoes  that  ring  Guatemala  City 
appear  beautiful,  veiled  with  bright 
flowers  at  the  end  of  the  rains,  to 
walk  their  steep  paths  is 
to  risk  robbery  and  rape. 
When  I  visited  the  aiy, 
my  host  seemed  sur¬ 
prised  I  had  made  it 
from  die  airport  to  his 
flat  unharmed. 

Land  reform,  too,  will 
difficult  Though 
guerrilla  move¬ 
ments  may  argue  that 
private  property  should 
be  redistributed,  the  Government 
relies  on  landowners  for  political 
support  The  seizure  of  territories  to 
which  indigenous  peoples  may 
claim  some  historical  right  could 
spawn  a  conflict  more  vidous  than 
the  guerrilla  lighting  and  proposals 
to  approve  an  amnesty  for  those 
who  committed  atrocities  during 
the  dvfl  war.  threaten  attempts  at 
reoonefliation.  There  is  anguished 
protest  from  human-rights  groups 
and  relatives  of  victims  who  want  a 
truth  commission  similar  to  South 
Africa's  to  bring  to  justice  those  ac¬ 
countable  for  killings,  kidnappings 
and  torture. 

Away  forward  has  been 
sketched  for  Guatemala,  but 
no  dear  map  has  been 
drawn.  Agreements  have,  many 
say,  been  thrown  together  -too 
quickly.  As  a  Quiche  Indian  chew¬ 
ing  tobacco  in  Chimaltenango  put 
it,  “Beans  take  a  long  time  to  stew. 
If  you  cook  them  too  quickly,  the 
insides  remain  raw.  Everyone  gets 
indigestion.  But  maybe  thars  better 
than  hunger." 

Guatemala’s  real  struggle  is  only 
just  starting.  The  country  has  a 
potentially  prosperous  economy. 
Its  people  are  dynamic  and  entre¬ 
preneurial  Already,  small  farmers 
have  proved  themselves  inventive, 
diversifying  to  capture  non- tradi¬ 
tional  markets  for  snow  peas,  ses¬ 
ame  or  shrimps.  President  Aral 
shows  signs  of  heading  a  dear¬ 
thinking  and  decisive  government 
To  win  the  war.  he  will  need  all  the 
help  the  outside  world  can  afford. 


‘My  host 
appeared 
surprised  I 
had  arrived 
at  his  flat 
unharmed’ 


To  the  glory  of  God  and  art 


Tewkesbury  Abbey,  with  reputedly  die  largest  Norman  tower  in  Europe.  Inside,  the  columns  of  the  nave  rise  like  trees  in  an  enchanted  forest 


Treasures  which  lie 
undisturbed  in 


English  country 
churches  are  equal 
to  those  of  Tuscany 


Most  churches  have 
light  and  dark 
moods.  Last  week  l 
watched  the  one  turn 
to  the  other  as  a  December  evening 
closed  in  on  Highnam  Church 
outside  Cheltenham.  For  a  moment 
die  late  sun  blazed  through  its 
Victorian  glass,  throwing  shards  of 
colour  on  to  darkening  walls.  Trees 
swaying  in  the  wind  outside  broke 
the  sun’s  beams  and  drove  the 
colour  furiously  back  and  forth 
across  the  nave.  Soon  ail  was  blade. 

Then  we  turned  on  the  lights  and 
a  quite  different  church  sprang  to 
life,  a  theatre  of  Gothic  revival 
created  by  die  Victorian  aesthete 
Gam  bier  Parry  and  dedicated  to 
the  Holy  Innocents  as  memorial  to 
his  vote  and  children,  dead  of 
tuberculosis.. 

He  filled  it  with  frescoes,  screens, 
statues,  paintings  and  carved 
wood,  ordering  that  the  enormous 
cost  be  kept  secret  from  him  by  his 
architect,  Henry  Woodyer.  and  his 
bank  manager  (not  a  practice 
recommended  today).  On  the  night 
of  its  consecration  in  1851.  Parry 
entertained  700  guests  at  Highnam 
Court  As  they  ate  he  slipped  away 
alone  into  the  night  to  place  a  bust 
of  his  wife  in  the  church. 

The  spire  still  rises  over  Parry’s 
landscape,  waited  on  by  a  grizzled 
guard  of  oak,  yew  and  monkey 
puzzle,  the  old  school,  lodge  and 
parsonage  all  extant.  Two  years 
ago  Parry’s  great-grandson.  Tom 
Fenton,  restored  his  ancestor’s 
masterpiece  as  one  of  few  wholly 
unaltered  works  of  the  period. 
Highnam  is  a  glory  of  the  Severn 
valley.  I  doubt  if  one  reader  in  a 
thousand  has  ever  heard  of  iL 
This  month  my  search  for  En¬ 
gland’s  best  thousand  churches 
(other  than  cathedrals)  completed 
Gloucestershire.  The  county  may 
not  quite  match  Somerset  or  Nor¬ 
folk.  but  what  it  lades  in  depth  it 
makes  up  in  variety  and  surprise. 

The  county  is  really  two.  if  not 
three,  regions.  The  "Chiantis hire” 
plateau  of  the  Cotswolds  from  Bath 
up  to  Chipping  Campden  has  a 
wild  and  regal  air.  of  great  manors 
and  an  appropriate  aristocracy  of 
churches.  At  Cirencester  and  Chip¬ 
ping  Campden.  Fairford  and 
NorthJeach.  the  grandees  of  Eng¬ 
lish  Perpendicular  tower  over  the 
undulating  uplands.  In  the  late  15th 
century,  while  the  Roses  made  war. 
the  Cotswolds  made  money,  much 
of  it  spent  on  churches.  Legend 
claims  that  a  dozen  Campden  men 
became  Lord  Mayors  of  London. 

The  wool  boom  gave  us  the 
medieval  glass  of  Fairford.  the 
G revel  brasses  at  Campden.  the 
“teardrop"  tracery  at  Lechlade  and 
the  unsurpassed  porches  at 


Cirencester  and  NorthJeach.  Porch¬ 
es  are  to  Gloucestershire  what 
towers  are  to  Somerset.  From  the 
three-storey  structure  overlooking 
Cirencester  market,  wool  merchant 
guilds  conducted  business  and 
charity  from  what  must  be  En¬ 
gland’s  first  office  block.  North- 
leach’s  wool  was  famous  from  the 
quays  of  Stepney  to  the  weaving 
houses  of  Flanders.  Its  superb 
porch,  equalled  only  by  that  of  St 
Mary  Redcliffe  in  Bristol,  was  the 
Rialto  of  the  Cotswolds. 

Up  on  the  hills  the  churches  are 
■  all  Perpendicular  light,  tall  conser¬ 
vatories  of  silver  stone  and  ribbed 
glass.  Beyond  and  below  lies  the 
Severn  Vale  from  Tewskesbury 
down  to  Berkeley.  It  is  almost  a 
different  county.  Beyond,  the  Forest 
of  Dean  might  be  a  different 
country.  Britain’s  Andorra  lost 
between  England  and  Wales.  The 
Forest  should  mint  its  own  stamps. 

Here  the  churches  are  still  dark 
shrines,  founded  by  Saxon  mission¬ 
aries,  rebuilt  by  the  Normans  and 
not  much  altered  since.  This  archi¬ 
tecture  is  older  and  more  varied.  It 
is  dominated  (Gloucester  apart)  by 
the  mighty  keep  of  Tewkesbury, 
wish  reputedly  the  hugest  Norman 
tower  in  Europe.  Inside,  the  round 
columns  of  the  nave  rise  like  tree- 
trunks  in  an  enchanted  forest  to  a 
floral  canopy  of  liemes  and  col¬ 
oured  bosses.  Tewkesbury’s  Gothic 
tombs  are  thickets  of  Perpendicular 
ornament,  once  stained  with  the 
blood  of  Yorkists  and  Lancastrians. 
They  butchered  each  other  even  in 
the  abbey  nave,  where  the  monks 
stripped  the  bodies  of  armour  and 
used  it  to  cover  the  vestry  door. 

Around  Tewkesbury  fie  humble 
Norman  minsters  ana  chapels,  at 
Deerhursr.  Hailes.  Bishops  Cleeve 


and,  over  the  Worcestershire  bor¬ 
der.  Ripple  and  Bredon.  Deerhurst 
is  so  isolated  on  the  bank  of  the 
Severn  that  we  could  imagine  the 
early  Benedictines  rowing  upriver 
with  their  Saxon  masons  to  plunder 
Roman  villas  for  stone  and  tiles. 

They  fixed  angels  and  madonnas 
with  Byzantine  faces  high  oa  the 
facades  of  their  churches.  Across  at 
Kempley  they  fixed  frescoes  in  the 
damp  plaster  in  the  Italian  man¬ 
ner.  Here  is  a  Romanesque  chancel 
with  a  complete  set  of  12th-century 
murals  —  some  of  the  oldest  in 

Simon 

Jenkins 

Britain  until  last  week's  discovery 
of  11th-century  work  in  Norfolk. 
Located  in  Tuscany,  such  a  church 
would  enjoy  a  permanent  jam  of 
expatriate  Volvos.  In  Gloucester¬ 
shire  it  sits  lost  in  the  hills  between 
the  Mai  veins  and  the  Wye.  a 
masterpiece  in  a  field,  undisturbed 
by  fame. 

Beyond  Kempley’  and  deep  in  the 
Forest  of  Dean  is  New  land  church, 
the  "cathedral  of  the  Forest",  its 
tower  rises  over  the  surrounding 
trees  while  its  nave  shelters  the 
spirits  of  the  woods.  They  take  the 
form  of  a  stone  knight;  a  "Forester 
of  Fee"  named  Wyrall.  his  hair  in 
plaits,  his  hunting  horn  and  knife 
at  his  side:  a  bowman  in  his  hag 
and  rarest  of  all  a  memorial  brass 
of  a  medieval  coalminer,  complete 


with  pick,  and  a  candle  in  his  teeth. 
These  are  mare  than  just  religious 
treasures,  they  are  the  relics  of  a 
living  community.  ..." 

Some  of  Gtoucestershire’s  most  r 
‘  appealing  churches  are  tucked  into 
the  lee  of  the  Cotswold  escarpment. 
They  were  riot  the  ostentatious 
chantries  of  wool  magnates  but 
congregations  of  yeoman  farmers. 
At  Stanton  and  Buckland  the  naves 
were  furnished  as  their  patrons 
would  have  done  their  parlours, 
cosy  rooms  of  dark  wood  and 
wainscotting.  with  space  for  hats,  r 
sticks,  dogs  and  -children  and 
perhaps  a  bottle  of  port  under  the 
seat 

Above  on  the  slopes  lie  hidden 
the  chapels  of  the  shepherds  and 
drovers  on  whose  backs  the  "wool¬ 
sack"  of  England  rested.  The 
beautifully  incised  Norman  vault 
at  Elskstone  conceals  a  chancel  roof 
that  doubled  as  the  priest's  dovecot 
At  Duntisboume  Rouse,  die  west 
front  butts  into  the  hillside  while 
the  east  raises  itself  over  a  secret 
crypL  I  once  found  a  sheep  inside 
and  expected  drovers  to  stomp  into 
the  nave,  gusts  of  leaves  sweeping 
after  them  and  coating  the  pews 
with  autumn. 

For  three  centuries  after  the 
Reformation  the  churches  of 
Gloucestershire  rested  on  their 
laurels.  Victorian  revivalism  was 
merciful,  sparing  them  the  fare 
visited  on  much  of  Yorkshire.  At 
Sdsley.  G.F.  Bodley  commissioned 
William  Morris  and  his  friends  to 
design  a  set  of  Pre-Raphaelite 
windows.  The  result  is  to  find  on 
the  slopes  outside  Stroud  a  gallery 
of  Burne-Jones,  Madox  Brown. 
Webb  and  Rossetti.  At  Day les ford. 
J.L  Ptearson  built  a  French  Gothic 
casket  for  Hannan  Grisewood  and 


for  the  tomb  of  Warren  Hastings. 
In.  gloomy  weather  it  is  as  gor¬ 
geously  straster  as  a  Hollywood 
mortuary.  • 

A  medieval  museum  the 
size  of  Clunys  in  Paris 
could  be  fiUed  with  the 
treasures  of  Gloucester¬ 
shire  churches,  ft  would  take  the 
Romanesque  capitals  at  Leonard 
Stanley,  of  Adam  and  Eve  and  of 
Mary  giving  birth  to  Jesus.  It 
would  tike  the  jesting  gargoyles  at 
Winch  combe,  leering  down  at  the 
townspeople  below.  It  would  take 
the  alabaster  tombs  in  Berkeley 
Church,  hands  and  feces  so  pure 
they  glow  in  torchlight.  It  would 
take  the  Sabbatarian  mural  in 
Arapney  St  Marys,  a  ghoulish 
warning  to  villagers  that  Christ's 
wounds  will  spout  blood  if  they 
dare  to  use  thar  worktools  on  a. 
Sunday.  Yet  no  museum  should 
ever  be  filled  in  this  way.  Glouces¬ 
tershire’s  collection  is  where  it 
should  be,  dispersed  among  the 
people  whose  craftsmanship  and 
devotion  brought  it  to  life. 

In  this  county  of  contrast  my 
most  vivid  impression  has  been  not 
of  one  church  but  of  two.  Opposite 
the:  north  facade  of  Tewkesbury 
Abbey  runs  a  medieval  alley  with  a 
row  of  Georgian  windows.  Inside  is 
one  of  England's  earliest  Baptist 
chapels,  dating  from  the  1650s.  Its 
fittings  are  simple,  with  pulpit  and 
baptistry  in  the  centre,  and  with  a 
small  chamber  upstairs  with  a 
fireplace  for  the  minister. 

In  a  hundred  yards  we  pass  from 
one  of  England’s  mightiest 
churches  to  one  of  its  humblest 
Here  is  architecture  singing  in 
every  register,  here  in  glorious 
Gloucestershire. 


In  the  soup 


WITHIN  the  past  IS  months,  he 
has  married  off  three  daughters 
with  aplomb:  one  to  Crown  Prince 
Pavlos  of  Greece;  another  to  an  heir 
of  the  Getty  fortune;  and  a  third  to 
the  European  aristocrat  Alex  Von 
Furstenbere.  But  Robert  Miller, 
the  Hong  "Kong-based  duty  free 
tycoon,  is  still  paying  his  dues. 

The  man  who  wheedled  his  way 
into  Britain's  Barbourcd  set  with 
the  recent  purchase  of  Earl  Peel’s 
Yorkshire  grouse  moor  for  £9 


Alexandra;  change  of  mind 


million  is  being  sued  on  aocounr  of 
the  New  York  reception  party 
which  followed  the  wedding  erf  his 
daughter  Alexandra  to  Von 
Furstenberg. 

Premier  Party  Servers,  a  com- 

rf  which  provides  staff,  is  suing 
$250,000  because  200  of  its 
waiters  were  cancelled  just  a  week 
before  the  party.  A  woman's  pre¬ 
rogative  it  may  be  to  change  her 
mind,  but  the  company  takes  a  less 
romantic  view.  "In  eight  years  of 
business,  I’ve  never  had  anybody 
pull  oui  so  late,”  said  Marc  Levine, 
the  company's  owner.  "I’m  sure 
they  want  to  do  the  right  thing." 

The  build-up  was  fraught.  Just 
days  before  me  wedding,  Alexan¬ 
dra,  23,  went  off  the  caterer 
Glorious  Food  and  turned  to  Harry 
Cipriani,  a  restaurant  favoured  by 
her  parents.  Within  days,  she  had 
changed  her  mind  again  —  forcing 
Cipriani  to  cancel  Levine's  200 
waiters  and  inviting  a  law  suit. 
Wedding  guests  have  been 
subpoenaed. 


Hummbug 

THIS  Christmas  in  The  Nether¬ 
lands  a  wife  became  so  enraged 


with  her  husband's  carol  singing 
that  she  grabbed  a  knife  and 
plunged  it  into  his  chest.  The  55- 
year-old.  who  was  due  to  appear  in 
court  yesterday,  told  police  that  she 
tolerated  her  spouse  singing  Silent 
Night  for  several  hours  before  her 
patience  snapped  on  Boxing  Day. 
The  husband  is  recovering  in  hos¬ 
pital,  humming  quietly  to  himself. 


Clubbed 

SHEER  bafflement  is  the  mood  at 
the  Royal  Si  George*  golf  club  in 
Sandwich.  Kent,  occasional  home 
of  the  British  Open  and  the  place 
where  lan  Fleming,  once  club  cap¬ 
tain.  imagined  James  Bond  playing 
against  Goldfinger.  The  dub  secre¬ 
tary  has  issued  members  with  an 
extraordinary  tetter  announcing  an 
increase  in  subscription  fees.  It  is  in 
language  comprehensible  only  to 


the  steeliest  of  M  BA-frained  minds. 

Section  three  is  a  cracker  “The 
subscription  for  those  members 
who  were  previously  in  either  the 
over  120  miles  category  (40  per  cent 
of  basic  subscription)  or  the  over¬ 
seas  Category  (25  per  cent  of  basic 
subscription!  and  who  will  now  be 
in  the  121-300  mile  category'  (60  per 
cent  of  bask  subscription)  will  be 
based  cm  50  per  cent  of  the  basic 
subscription  in  1997  (£35(9  and  60 
per  cent  of  the  basic  subscription  in 
1998." 

"They  must  be  taking  the  mick¬ 
ey,"  said  one  senior  member.  "Or 
they  think  we  are  so  stupid  we  will 
just  pay  up  regardless.  But  we’ve 
got  some  of  our  top  men  on  this. 
Once  they  have  worked  it  out 
there'll  be  hell  to  pay." 


Time  bomb 

IN  A  MODEST  house  in  Halifax 
on  Christmas  Day,  guests  hod  to 
make  do  with  chicken  tikka  pizzas 
after  the  221b  turkey  blew’  up  in  the 
oven.  Chris  Lee.  a  hypnotist  by  pro¬ 
fession.  was  opening  presents  next 
door  when  he  heard  the  blast  from 
the  kitchen, 

“I  walked  into  the  room  and  it 
was  just  a  scene  of  devastation.’’  Ik 
explained.  "Bits  of  turkey  were  all 
over  the  walls,  ceiling  and  floor. 
The  oven  door  was  hanging  off, 
things  had  been  blown  off  the  walls 


back.  The  daughter  of  Ingrid  Berg¬ 
man  and  Roberto  Rossellini,  she  is 
to  write  her  autobiography  which  is 
due  in  1997 for  the  American  pub¬ 
lishing  house  Knopf.  A  perfect  op¬ 
portunity  to  lay  into  those  less- 
than-gallant  purveyors  of  face 
paint 


Isabella  Rossellini:  true  story 

and  there  were  broken  pans,  plates 
and  cups  everywhere." 

Mr  Lee  had  been  too  assiduous 
in  stuffing  the  bird.  When  he  cram¬ 
med  in  the  sage  and  onion,  he 
didn’t  notice  his  watch  dip  off  into 
the  turkey’s  midriff.  In  the  heat  of 
the  oven,  it’s  battery  exploded  and 
Christmas  dinner  went  with  it  —  to 
the  glee  of  his  labrador  Zoe:  “She 
had  a  whale  of  a  time  licking  up.all 
the  pieces  ” 

•  Isabella  Rossellini ,  so  rudely  dis¬ 
missed  from  her  lucrative  contract 
with  the  makeup  and  perfume 
company  Lancdme  for  being  too 
old,  has  a  chance  to  eet  her,  own 


Bar  none 

WHEREVER  John  Prescott  is  cm 
New  Years  Eve,  you  can  guarantee 
hell  be  enjoying  himself.  His  party 

hat  was  firmly  on  at  the  Christmas 
bash  of  The  New  Statesman .  where 
he  combined  a  love  of  champagne 
with  an  unchanged  drinking  style 
that  owes  nothing  to  the  mmeral- 
water-sipping  tendency  of  new 
Labour. 

The  magazine’s  boffiny  editor, 
Ian  Hargreaves,  approached  Pres¬ 
cott  late  on  in  the  proceedings.  He 
opened  his  mouth  to  speak,  at  the 
very  moment  that  Prescott’s  assis¬ 
tant,  who  had  been  dispatched  to 
tiie  bar  to  replenish  the  boss's 
glass,  returned  to  his  side.  The 
glass  was  empty.  Tune  had  been 
called  at  9  p’dockon  the  button, 
and  the  bar  was  bang  dismantled. 

"Right,  let’s  find  somewhere  else 
where  we  can  find  some  more  of 
this  grunted  Prescott  who 
marched  into  the  night  arid  left 
Hargreaves  gawping  like  a  gold-' 
fish. 


.  “I  picked  it  up 
in  the  sales" 

•  While  the  hubbub  in  the 
Party  surrounds  the  appe 
of  press  aide  Alastair  Ca. 
partn  er  Fiona  Millar  to  lc 
Cherie  Blair  in  the  run  u 
general  election,  it  appet 
Norma  Major  is  not  to  be 
°net^  tyf  spin  doctor.  Eifa 
head  qf  news  at  Central 
who  trailed  in  Norma's  j 
during  her  book  tour,  ht 
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MANIFESTO  PROMISES 

Ideas  alone  are  not  enough,  leadership  is  required 


Writing  by  instalments  helped  Charles 
Dickens  to  immense  popularity,  whether  it 
««  do  the  same  for  the  Prime  Minister  is 
less  certain.  John  Major’s  plan  to  float 
sections  of  his  manifesto  over  the  coming 
weeks  has  a  certain  daring  to  recommend  it 
Tne  plan  suggests  a  confidence  in  the 
capacity  of  ideas  to  secure  the  loyalty  of 
voters  who  might  be  inclining  towards  the 
Conservatives  for  economic  reasons.  Ideas, 
alone,  however,  are  not  enough  The 
electorate  will  require  of  the  Conservatives 
not  just  a  tantalising  prospectus  of  titbits  for 
a  fifth  term  but  a  sense  of  purpose,  and 
vision  —  in  short,  leadership. 

The  reservoir  of  regard  for  Mr  Major  is 
deeper  than  it  seems  when  viewed  from 
Westminster.  Admiration  for  his  personal 
qualities  was  reflected  in  the  imperfect,  . but 
symbolic.  Today  programme  Personality  of 
the  Year  peril.  But  Mr  Major’s  administra¬ 
tion  has  often  lacked  the  authority,  the  cap¬ 
acity  to  shape  events  and  dictate  to  circum¬ 
stance.  whirii  is  the  mark  of  leadership. 

The  publication  of  a  series  of  new  policies 
as  winter  turns  to  spring  provides  a  late, 
perhaps  last,  opportunity  to  take  the 
initiative.  The  hints  so  far  do  not,  however, 
suggest  a  Government  with  the  radicalism 
to  enthuse  jaded  voters  nor  the  certainty  on 
Europe  required  to  dramatise  momentous 
issues  of  sovereignly.  The  possibility  of 
privatising  child  adoption  is  a  welcome 
deregulatoiy  measure  but,  compared  to  the 
other  social  reforms  which  any  Government 
must  contemplate,  it  is.  thin  gruel.  The  plan 
to  issue  vouchers  to  every  citizen  to  equip 
them  with  information  technology  training 
is  almost  Wilsonian  in  its  techno-gim¬ 
mickry.  A  party  serious  about  skills  should 
be  contemplating  the  introduction  of  a  folly 
voucher-based  education  system. 

In  the  absence  of  dramatic  new  thinking 


on  policy,  a  robust  assertion  of  core 
principles  becomes  all  the  more  important 
The  case  the  Conservatives  are  developing 
on  constitutional  reform  could  be  powerful. 
Lord  Cranbome,  the  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  has  argued  persuasively  that  the  pace 
of  economic  change  required  to  remain 
competitive  is  such  that  broad  constitutional 
stability  is  all  the  more  important  The 
Tories  have,  however,  been  handicapped 
communicating  their  message. 

The  Government  has  lacked  a  single 
figure  who  speaks  with  authority  on  the 
constitution  in  the  language  of  the  saloon 
bar.  Too  many  cooks  have  been  stirring  the 
scotch  broth.  The  Tories  would  do  well  to 
have  a  single  spokesman  to  speak  on 
constitutional  affairs  across  the  United 
Kingdom,  such  as  the  increasingly  impres¬ 
sive  Welsh  Secretary,  William  Hague. 

The  second  weakness  is  the  inability  to 
oppose  threats  to  the  constitution  which 
come  from  Europe  with  the  same  certainty 
which  is  directed  against  domestic  oppo¬ 
nents.  The  Government  has  deliberately 
maintained  a  position  of  studied  ambiguity 
on  the  single  currency  to  strengths  its 
negotiating  hand  but  diplomacy’s  gain  has 
been  Dr  Mawhinney's  loss. 

A  host  of  Conservative  candidates  will 
make  their  personal  opposition  to  a  single 
currency  embrassingly  dear  in  their  election 
addresses.  They  calculate  that  it  is  the  only 
straightforward  sceptical  signal  they  can 
send  the  voters.  Some  Tory  strategists 
believe  the  damage  done  by  dissent  on  such 
a  scale  might  be  limited  by  suggesting  any 
Commons  vote  on  a  single  currency  would 
be  a  free  vote.  Unfortunately,  such  a  strategy 
is  more  likely  to  smack  of  expediency  than 
firm  Government  and  without  firmness  the 
Tories  will  find  it  all  the  more  difficult,  in  a 
few  short  months,  to  remain  in  Government. 


.  RECONNAISSANCE  MAN 

Five  hundred  years  ago:  Italian  navigator,  English  sponsor 


Echoing  the  celebrations  which  marked  the 
1992  anniversary  of  Christopher  Columbus's 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  Italy  will  next 
year  remember  another  explorer,  John 
CaboL  He  may  even  be  recalled  as  John 
Caboto,  for  littie  is  certain  about  his  life, 
including  the  spelling  of  his  name.  It  would 
be  absurd  for  modern  nation  states  to  be 
quarrelsomely  possessive  about  15th-cenlmy 
explorers  who  were  quite  indifferent  to. 
nationality  and  to  passports.  But  • 
before  the  ceremonies  com-  • 
mence,  may  we  shed  a  small 
shaft  of  light  on  Cabot's  non-  ' 

Italian  career? 

That  is,  of  course,  most  of  Jais 
known  life.  That  such  an  ex¬ 
plorer  was  born  in  Genoa  and  held  Venetian 
citizenship  was  hardly  a  coincidence.  The 
two  north  Italian  ports  were,  in  the  language 
of  the  20th  century,  the  hubs  of  Mediterra¬ 
nean  transport  infrastructure.  Venetian  and 
Genoese  merchants,  fixers  and  adventurers 
traveDed  the  lengtir  and  breadth  of  the 
known  world,  weaving  elaborate  networks 
berween  Alexandria,  Catalonia,  Con¬ 
stantinople  and  London.  Venice  and  Genoa 
were  to  their  time  what  the  Federal  Express 
headquarters  in  Memphis,  Tenessee,  or  the 
container  terminal  at  Rotterdam  are  to  our 
age. 

From  this  busy  junction  came  the  men  of 
what  one  historian  calls  the  Age  of 
Reconnaissance.  They  were  hard-headed, 
practical  navigators  whose  principal  interest 
in  extending  the  boundaries  of  the  known 
world  lay  riot  in  expanding  human  know¬ 
ledge  but  in  acquiring  land  and  valuables. 
Cabot  worked  for  a  Venetian  merchant  and 
then  moved  to  London,  perhaps  because  he 
thought  it  tire  best  base  from  which  to  seek  a 
sponsor.  He  had  perhaps  already,  and 
independently  of  Columbus,  reckoned  that  a 
long  voyage  east  might  reveal  unknown 
land.  He  moved  to  Bristol  and  had  perhaps 


heard  tales  of  voyages  to  “‘VinJand",  prob¬ 
ably  Newfoundland,  by  Viking  sailors.  In 
the  1490s,  two  or  three  ships  earii  year  were 
reported  to  have  left  Bristol  for  the  western 
Atlantic;  they  may  have  fished  the  Grand 
Banks  or  even  have  readied  the  mainland. 

Cabot  thought  that  he  was  looking  for 
Asia:  the  conventional  wisdom  of  foe  day 
held  that  the  earth  was  smaller  than  it 
.  turned  out  to  be  and  that  a  new  trade  route* 
to  China  could  be  opened  by 
sailing  west.  The  recon¬ 
naissance  men  went  in  search  of 
sponsors  like  todays  trekfcers 
who  want  to  cross  the  Sahara  or 
the  Arctic;  Cabot  had  probably 
made  presentations  of  his  bud¬ 
get  and  plans  in  Lisbon  and  Seville  as  well 
as  London.  Goaded  by  news  of  Columbus’s 
Landfall  in  the  Caribbean,  England’s  Henry 
VII  granted  letters  patent  to  Cabot  and  his 
sons  in  1496;  they  were  required  to  return 
their  goods  to  Bristol  but  could  have  a 
monopoly  of  any  trade  they  found. 

Cabot  may  have  lacked  finesse  as  a 
manager.  The  first  voyage  foiled  for  lack  of 
food  and  because  of  disputes  with  his  crew. 
He  set  out  again  and  on  the  morning  of  June 
24, 1497,  the  “Matthew"  made  landfall  Like 
so  much  else,  the  exact  spot  remains 
disputed:  it  could  possibly  have  been  Cape 
Breton  Island,  perhaps  Labrador,  but  it  was 
probably  Newfoundland.  A  Genoese  mari¬ 
ner,  with  an  18-strong  west  country  crew  had 
found  the  oldest  of  what  later  became  the 
British  Dominions.  One  historian  thought 
that  this  moment  five  centuries  ago  was  the 
first  moment  at  which  could  be  discerned 
“the  outline  of  England’s  future  role  in  the 
world  as  a  country  exercising  a  predominant 
influence  in  the  British  Isles,  closely  knit  to 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  but  also  impeded 
by  the  spirit  Of  commerrial  and  maritime 
adventure  to  vast  enterprises  beyond  the 
ocean." 


SUN  KINGDOM 

We  are  not  undermined 


**  The  Grimaldi  dynasty  may  be  among  the 
oldest  royal  families  in  Europe  but  Mona¬ 
co’s  first  family  also  stars  in  glamorous 
modern  soap  opera.  Their  present  worries 
include  abdication  rumours,  divorce,  papa¬ 
razzi  and  a  princess  who  suddenly  went 
bald.  The  one  thing  that  the  ruling  family  of 
Monaco  do  not  have  to  worry  about  is  the 
legitimacy  of  their  rule.  Allegations  about 
the  human  frailties  of  the  late  Princess 
Grace  have  not  dimmed  the  lady’s  fairy-tale 
allure  for  her  subjects.  A  daisy  cham  of 
scandals  and  disasters  involving  unsuitable 
boyfriends,  illegitimate  children  and  failed 
careers  do  not  seem  to  have  dented  local 
loyalty  to  the  Princess’s  daughters,  Caroline 
and  Stephanie. 

Conventional  opinion  tut  tuts  at  me 
damage  wliich  Prince  Rainier*  children  are 
supposed  to  be  inflicting  on  the  H«ise  of 
Grimaldi.  Bui  the  monarchs  of  Monaco 
represent  the  last,  pure  essence  of  royalty. 
Unfettered,  boundary-free  Pul^b«*aviour 
is  impossible  even  for  members  of  joyal 
families  elsewhere  in  the  democratic  wrarid- 
In  the  era  when  the  Grimaldis  first  seized 
the  lordship  of  Monaco  700  years  agones 
year,  kings  and  princes  sought  no  one* 
approval  of  their  persor^ 
behaviour.  The  idea  that  monarch*  mutf 
obey  earthly  rules  is  more  modem  than 

monarchy  itself.  ,  _ 

The  Grimaldis  are  now  conducting  a 


unique  constitutional  experiment  to  see 
whether  a  completely  uninhibited  mon¬ 
archy,  not  required  to  be  in  anyway  wise  or 
useful,  can  survive  on  the  brink  of  the  21st. 
century.  This  bold  empirical  reearch  alone  is 
a  reason,  to  celebrate  seven  centuries  of 
survival  as  the  crowned  heads  of  what 
Somerset  Maugham  called  "a  sunny  place 
for  shady  people." 

One  can  hope,  for  other  reasons,  that  the 
Grimaldis  will  mark  more  anniversaries. 
An  entire  sector  of  the  global  .  magazine 
publishing  business  is  kept  alive  -  and 
countless  jobs  for  photographers,  caption 
writers,  and  designers  created  -  by  the 
knowledge  that  there  will  always  be  some 
royal  misbehaving  in  Monaco.  For  the 
French  republican  state  next  door,  Monaco 
fulfils  an  important  psychological  function 
as  a  virtual  monarchy  supplying  non-stop 
regal  entertainment  unavailable  in  Paris  at 
no  cost  to  the  Ftencft  taxpayers.  Serious 
crime  is  hardly  known,  in  spite  of  a  recent 
influx  of  Russian  businessmen  of  mysterious 
antecedents  and  unexplained  assets.  The 
nearby  mafia-ridden  city  of  Nice  should  be 
so  lucky.  With  a  population  smaller  than 
Leamington  Spa,  a  territory  which  would  fit 
inside  Central  Park  and  flowerbed  frontiers, 
Monaco  could  easily  merge  into  France.  But 
its  tax-free  citizens  prefer  to  keep  their 
hereditary  rulers.  Aristocracy*  allure  does 
not  depend  on  seemly  conduct 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

1  Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


Effectiveness  of  a 
single  currency 

From  Professor  Sir  Graham  Hills 

Sir,  One  does  not  need  to  be  much  of 
an  economist  to  observe  that  most  of 
our  commercial  activities  are  rapidly 
being  globalised.  The  word  markets 
now  implies  world  markets.  Stan¬ 
dards  imply  global  standards. 

The  necessary  procedures  to  {day  a 
significant  role  in  these  developments 
include  collaboration,  partnerships 
and  joint  ownership.  Economic  inde¬ 
pendence  seems  an  unwise  stance,  in¬ 
deed  a  lost  cause,  soon  to  give  way  to 
interdependence  and  greater  econ¬ 
omic  security  for  us  all.  That  way  lies 
peace,  equity  and  the  global  rule  of 
law. 

In  these  circumstances  it  is  difficult 
to  see  a  future  for  national  currencies  . 
and  other  local  units  of  measurement 
These  can  at  best  lead  to  confusion 
and  at  worst  to  gerrymandering 
which,  in  the  case  of  money  {pace 
Miss  Adrienne  May*  letter,  Decem¬ 
ber  21),  has  steadily  devalued  the 
pound  sterling  and  my  earnest  efforts 
to  earn  a  living. 

Could  we  therefore,  without  more 
ado.  get  on  with  rejoining  the  EMU 
and  adopting  the  commonest  curren¬ 
cy  so  far. 

Yours  faithfully. 

GRAHAM  HILLS. 

Sunnyside  of  Threepwood. 

Laigh  Threepwood,  Beith,  Ayrshire. 
December  23. 

From  Mr  John  Even 

Sir,  The  letter  from  Miss  May  citing 
tite  differences  in  various  currency 
exchange  rates  over  foe  past  30  years 
is.  of  course,  of  little  relevance  in  itself. 
What  matters  is  foe  purchasing  power 
of  the  various  currencies,  as  the  result 
of  inflationary  fluctuations  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  countries,  over  the  30  years. 

In  my  view  the  real  relevance  of  her 
letter  is  that  it  reminds  the  reader  that 
a  single  currency  can  only  be  achieved 
with  single  economic  control  over  foe 
whole  of  the  community. 

Her  conclusion,  asking  why  we 
should  entrust  our  Government  with 
control  of  our  economy,  begs  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  whom  she  would  prefer  to  con¬ 
trol  our  economy. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  EVETT. 

High  View  House, 

Rue  de  la  Bonne  Fleur, 

St  Andrews,  Guernsey,  CL 
December  21. 


Shades-of  Vichy 

‘  From- Mr  John  Redwood,  MP  for 
Wokingham  ( Conservative ) 

Sir,  Julian  Critchleys  letter  today  mis¬ 
judges  which  politicians  have  the 
scent  of  “Vichy  defeatism’'  in  their 
nostrils.  Jr  is  not  those  of  us  who  wish 
to  keep  this  nation  as  a  self-governing 
democracy.  It  is  rather  those  Liberal 
and  Labour  politicians  who  would 
give  this  country  away,  passing  con¬ 
trol  of  our  economy  and  money  to  the 
unelected  officials  of  Frankfort  and 
Brussels.  Opposition  to  them  is  foe 
way  to  victory,  not  to  disaster. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  REDWOOD. 

Houseof  Commons. 

December  27. 


Future  of  Royal  Yacht 

From  Mr  Don  Paterson 

Sir,  Having  read  foe  letter  from  the 
joint  chairmen  of  the  Greenwich  Brit¬ 
annia  Project  (December  17),  l  look 
forward  to  foe  decommissioning  of 
foe  Royal  Yacht,  which  should  be  sold 
off  to  foe  highest  bidder  on  foe  under- 
starldinp  that  absolutely  no  lottery 
money  is  given  to  support  any  future 
project  involving  this  vessel. 

Nor  should  any  public  funds  be  giv¬ 
en  to  construct  or  run  a  replacement 
but.  if  business  concerns  are  foolish 
enough  to  pay  for  a  new  Royal  Yacht, 
that  is  fine. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  R.  PATERSON. 

31  Byron  Road. 

Srisdon,  South  Croydon.  Surrey. 
December  17. 


Gulf  War  illness 

From  Earl  Baldwin  of  Bewdley 
and  others 

Sir.  In  all  foe  coverage  about  Gulf 
War  Alness  and  questions  to  Minis¬ 
ters  it  seems  to  be  overlooked  that  it 
has  been  the  House  of  Lords  that  has 
made  foe  running,  in  the  person  of  foe 
Countess  of  Mar.  Her  relentless  ques¬ 
tioning  over  a  period  of  years  has 
forced  the  present  concessions  and 
has  earned  her  foe  respect  of  all  sides 
of  die  House. 

We  think  credit  should  be  given 
where  it  is  due. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BALDWIN  of  BEWDLEY, 
BRIDGES. 

CHALFONT, 

HYLTON-FOSTER. 

KINLOSS. 

SLIM, 

TENBY. 

BERNARD  WEATHERILL 
(Convener,  crossbench  peers). 

House  of  Lords. 

December  IS. 


Letters  to  the  Editor  should  carry  a 
daytime  telephone  number.  They 

may  be  sent  to  a  fax  number  — 
0171-7825046. 


Case  for  returning  Elgin  Marbles 


From  Mr  Peter  Spring 

Sir.  You  make  an  eloquent  and  rea¬ 
sonable  rase  in  “No  Elgin,  no  mar¬ 
bles”  (leading  article.  December  21) 
for  retention  m  the  British  Museum  of 
the  Parthenon  frieze  and  pediment 
sculptures.  Unfortunately  you  have 
ducked  completely  the  most  serious 
question:  what  happens  if  circumstan¬ 
ces  change  as  the  result  of  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  charging  for  entry  to  the 
museum? 

If.  due  to  what  one  can  only  assume 
is  unstated  government  policy,  access 
to  the  marbles  requires  payment,  is 
not  the  case  for  retaining  them  fatally 
weakened? 

Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  SPRING. 

155  Elms  Crescent  SW4. 

December  21. 

From  Mr  Martin  Hasseck 

Sir,  Your  first  leader  today  is  specious. 
You  state,  correctly,  that  "Many  now 
see  Lord  Elgin  as  a  thief . . .  and  foe 
sculptures  as  stolen  goods  that  should 
be  given  back  to  their  rightful  Greek 
owners".  The  rest  of  foe  leader  is  irre¬ 
levant  They  should  be  returned. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  HASSECK, 

104  Holders  H01  Road,  NW4. 
December  21. 

From  Mr  Zachary  Goldring 

Sir,  The  British  Museum  has  pieces  of 
foe  Parthenon  and  foe  Greeks,  under¬ 
standably.  would  like  them  back.  Not 
a  photograph,  not  a  copy,  but  foe  ori¬ 
ginal  inimitable  marble  carvings. 

If  your  arguments  were  followed 


the  Sphinx  could  be  adequately  restor¬ 
ed  by  having  a  plaster  beard  attached 
to  it  (the  original  of  that  item  also  be¬ 
ing  in  foe  BM).  To  their  credit  the 
Egyptian  authorities  have  declined  to 
mar  their  ancient  monument  in  such  a 
manner. 

The  only  real  argument  in  the  BM’s 
favour  is.  why  should  it  return  nation¬ 
al  treasures  until  similar  repositories 
across  foe  world  agree  to  do  the  same? 
Currently  there  seems  little  likelihood 
of  this  happening. 

As  for  foe  rest  of  your  leading  arti¬ 
cle:  Bah.  humbug! 

Yours  truly, 

ZACK  GOLDRING. 

2  The  Fern, 

Larkfieid,  Aylesford,  Kent. 

December  22.  ' 

From  Mrs  Margaret  E.  Stewardson 

Sir,  Since,  as  you  point  out,  the  exper¬ 
tise  is  now  available  to  produce  excel¬ 
lent  reproductions,  why  should  there 
not  be  a  complete  replicated  sequence 
of  the  Parthenon  frieze  in  London,  and 
foe  originals  be  returned  to  Athens? 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARGARET  E.  STEWARDSON. 

77  Buribrd  Road. 

Witney.  Oxfordshire. 

December  23. 

From  Mrs  Maria  Hatiersley-Smilh 

Sir.  Would  foe  Scots  have  welcomed 
back  a  copy  of  the  Stone  of  Scone? 

Yours  faithfully. 

M.  HATTERS  LEY-SMITH 
( nee  Kefallinou), 

The  Crossways,  Cran  brook,  Kent 
December  22. 


The  risk  business 

From  Professor  Emeritus 
L  E.  J.  Roberts 

Sir,  Dr  John  Adams  (letter,  December 
17)  argues  foal  averaged  values  of 
risks  of  death  or  injury  are  a  poor 
guide  to  decisions  that  must  be  taken 
by  an  individual.  But  statistics  can  be 
refined  to  be  more  useful. 

To  take  his  own  example:  a  young 
man  who  realises  that  he  is  100  times 
more  likely  to  die  in  a  road  accident 
than  a  middle-aged  woman,  and  that 
violence  claims  more  lives,  than  dis¬ 
ease  in  his  age  group,  may  be  per¬ 
suaded  to  take  more  care  of  his  car, 
his  driving  and  his  behaviour.  He  has 
a  right  to  know  what  risks  he  runs. 

Further,  averaged  risk  statistics  are 
of  value  in  comparing  risk*!  to  society 
as  a  whole,  and  in  establishing  trends 
over  a  period  of  time.  For  example, 
mortality  in  middle-aged  men  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  in  1988  due  to  heart  at¬ 
tacks  was  over  three  times  that  in 
France  and  nearly  six  times  that  in 
Japan.  Are  we  satisfied  thar  our  rec¬ 
ord  is  improving  rapidly  enough? 

Wider  publication  of  risk  statistics 


should  be  welcomed.  Arguments 
about  their  interprets  do.,  will  assist 
public  understanding  and  foe  opti¬ 
mum  apportionment  of  our  resources 
and  lead  eventually  to  a  healthier, 
safer  society. 

Yours  faithfully. 

LEWIS  ROBERTS. 

Penfold  Wick.  Church  Hill, 

Chilton,  Didcot  Oxfordshire. 
December  IS. 

From  Professor  Emeritus 
Felix  Weinberg.  FRS 

Sir.  Surely  we  already  have  the  “sim¬ 
ple  measure  of  risk”  called  for  by  the 
Royal  Statistical  Society  and  Nigel 
Hawkes  (Mind  and  Matter,  Decem¬ 
ber  9).  It's  called.  “How  much  does  it 
cost  to  insure  against  it?"  The  unit,  be¬ 
ing  the  pound,  is  universally  under¬ 
stood  and  the  assessment  is  presum¬ 
ably  accurate,  since  in  general  it  is 
earned  out  by  people  whose  livelihood 
depends  on  getting  their  sums  right 

Yours  faithfully, 

FELIX  WEINBERG. 

59  Vicarage  Road,  SW14. 

December  17. 


Legal  paperwork 

From  Mr  John  Brindley 

Sir,  The  report  (December  18)  on  the 
number  of  forms  required  to  prose¬ 
cute  a  young  person  for  an  act  of  vio¬ 
lence  (foe  figure  of  46  was  mentioned) 
again  raised  this  important  issue. 

Significantly,  the  vast  majority  of 
defendants  plead  guilty  in  magis¬ 
trates’  courts,  which  means  that  the 
standard  assault  file  submitted  by  the 
police  to  the  CPS  need  only  include 
crucial  witness  statements  and  about 
six  essential  documents:  foe  young 
person’s  details;  a  charge  sheet;  foe 
police  view  as  to  why  a  prosecution  is 
appropriate;  the  defendant's  previous 
record;  the  victim’s  claim  for  compen¬ 
sation  and  a  short  note  of  the  police  in¬ 
terview  with  foe  defendant 

These  new  abbreviated  file  stan¬ 


dards  were  recommended  by  indepen¬ 
dent  consultants,  approved  by  an  effi¬ 
ciency  scrutiny  and  agreed  early  this 
year  by  the  Trials  Issues  Group, 
which  promotes  improvements  in 
procedures  in  the  criminal  justire  sys¬ 
tem  and  comprises  representatives  of 
its  main  agencies,  including  senior  po¬ 
lice  officers.  Police  forces  are  in  the 
process  of  implementing  foe  introduc¬ 
tion  of  these  new  files. 

In  foe  minority  of  cases  where 
young  persons  plead  not  guilty  addi¬ 
tional  witness  statements  may  be  re¬ 
quired,  but  usually  foe  number  of 
forms  included  in  a  prosecution  file 
need  nor  increase  dramatically. 

Yours  sincerely. 

J.  F.  BRINDLEY 
(Chairman),  Trials  Issues  Group, 
Room  710. 50  Ludgale  Hill.  EC4. 
December  20. 


Top-up  fees 

From  Mr  G.  Ashley 

Sir,  To  ensure  survival  it  may  be  nec¬ 
essary  for  universities  to  charge  top- 
up  fees  (report.  December  13)  but  the 
effect  on  the  student  mix  will  be  sev¬ 
ere.  'Hie  decline  in  foe  grant  and  foe 
ever-increasing  loan  burden  which  a 
student  has  to  bear  are  already  restric¬ 
ting  choice  of  university  and  course  to 
those  obtainable  near  foe  parental 
home,  so  as  to  save  on  maintenance 
costs. 

The  imposition  of  a'  top-up  fee.  even 
though  accompanied  by  generous 
provision  for  remission,  will  only  re¬ 
duce  farther  the  proportion  of  young 
people  from  poor  homes  applying  to 
enter  universities. 

Those  undertaking  higher  educa¬ 


tion  cannot  alt  expect  better  career 
prospects  than  their  peers.  In  your  ar¬ 
ticle  on  August  2D  it  was  made  dear 
foal  this  only  applied  to  the  product  of 
a  small  number  of  universities.  The 
great  majority  will  have  to  take  their 
turn  in  the  employment  queue  —  and 
repay  large  loans  for  what  might  turn 
out  to  have  been  a  dubious  benefit 
Government  should  think  again 
about  financing  universities  if  it  does 
nor  wish  Jo  see  them  foe  sole  preserves 
of  foe  comfortably-off.  But  perhaps  it 
does? 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  ASHLEY 

(Registrar,  London  School  of 
Economics.  1968-84), 

15  Birches  Nook  Road. 

Stocksfidd.  Northumberland. 
December  14. 


South  Atlantic  links 

From  the  UK  Representative  of 
the  Falkland  Islands  Government 

Sir,  The  Argentine  Ambassador  (let¬ 
ter,  December  IS)  overlooks  the  main 
stumbling  block  to  foe  resumption  of 
normal  relations  between  the  Falk¬ 
land  Islands  and  Argentina.  He 
knows  that  foe  people  of  the  Falkland 
Islands  would  welcome  both  a  neigh¬ 
bourly  relationship  with  Argentina 
and  foe  prospect  of  Argentines  being 
able  to  visit  the  islands,  but  that  such 
circumstances  are  simply  not  accept¬ 
able  to  foe  islanders  whilst  Atgentina 
continues  to  lay  claim  to  foe  Falk- 
lands. 

We  have  always  sought  a  'state  of 
peaceful  coexistence  with  Argentina 
and  have  welcomed  foe  progress  that 


their  young  democracy  has  made 
since  1982.  However,  their  daim  to  the 
islands  was  written  into  their  Consti¬ 
tution  as  recently  as  1994  and,  as  such, 
represents  a  continuing  threat  to  foe 
security  and  wellbeing  of  the  island¬ 
ers. 

Far  from  “widening  foe  divide"  as 
Ambassador  Pfirter  suggests,  the  is¬ 
landers  are  merely  seeking  Argentine 
acceptance  of  British  sovereignty  over 
the  islands  on  a  permanent  basis  so 
that  what  he  calls  “the  dark  hours  of 
1982"  are  never  repeated. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SUKEY  CAMERON. 

Falkland  Islands  Government, 
London  Office, 

Falkland  House, 

14  Broadway,  Westminster,  SW|. 
December  19. 


New  year  plea  for 
London’s  walkers 

From  Mr  Stephen  O’Brien 

Sir.  Many  Londoners  and  visitors  to 
the  capital  will  have  noticed  foe  re¬ 
surfacing  work  currently  being  car¬ 
ried  out  on  Horse  Guards  Parade  ad¬ 
jacent  to  St  James’s  Park.  The  lack  of 
cars  both  on  Horse  Guards  Road  and 
the  Parade  has  made  the  area  quieter 
and  considerably  enhances  the  view 
towards  Whitehall  from  the  park. 

As  thoughts  turn  to  new  year  reso¬ 
lutions.  I  have  one  for  London.  We 
should  resolve  to  improve  the  environ¬ 
ment  for  walkers.  Let  us  start  by  clos¬ 
ing  off  both  Horse  Guards  Road  and 
foe  parade  permanently  to  cars  and 
then  rejoin  foe  park  and  foe  parade  as 
originally  designed.  At  foe  same  time 
let  us  give  all  the  encouragement  we 
can  to  Sir  Norman  Foster  and  West¬ 
minster  Council  to  crane  up  with  exci¬ 
ting  improvements  both  far  Trafalgar 
Square  and  Parliament  Square. 

Let  1997  be  the  year  of  the  pedes¬ 
trian. 

Yours  faithfully, 

STEPHEN  O’BRIEN 
(Chief  Executive), 

London  First, 

Caxton  House.  6  Tbthill  Street  SW1. 
December  18. 


Royal  parks  cuts 

From  Dame  Jennifer  Jenkins 

Sir,  The  way  the  Department  of  Nat¬ 
ional  Heritage  has  carved  up  its  bud¬ 
get  shows  that  he  who  shouts  loudest 
gets  most-  London’s  Rqyal  Parks, 
which  have  no  shouter,  will  next  year 
suffer  a  £13  million  cut  in  budget  of 
£232  million,  making  a  reduction  of 
over  12  per  cent  in  two  years. 

The  Royal  Parks  Agency  was  set  up 
only  in  April  1993,  when  the  ground 
works  were  contracted  out  Apart 
from  the  Royal  Parks  Constabulary,  it 
has  a  very  small  management  team, 
and  unlike  some  other  organisations 
has  limited  opportunities  tor  revenue 
earning. 

Perhaps  foe  consultative  cranraitiee 
set  up  to  help  the  agency  should  be 
given  an  independent  chairman  (as 
the  Rqyal  Parks  Review  Group  recom¬ 
mended)  rather  than  a  civil  servant 
who  can  only  whisper. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JENNIFER  JENKINS 
(Chairman.  Rqyal  Parks 
Review  Group,  1991-96), 

2  Kensington  Park  Gardens,  Wll. 
December  26. 


So  that’s  all  right 

From  Mr  Shaun  W.  Thorpe 

Sir,  Fear  not:  plum  pudding  and 
mince  pies  arc  not  illegal  ("Pudding 
haters  find  relief  in  law",  December 
23).  This  canard  is  regularly  resur¬ 
rected  in  the  Christmas  silly  season. 
There  is  no  such  17th-century  statute 
of  Cromwdl  on  the  statute  book. 

As  for  the  “Christinas  Act  of  1448" 
requiring  “traders  to  empty  their  win¬ 
dows  on  Christmas  Eve",  this  is  prob¬ 
ably  a  reference  to  foe  Sunday  Fairs 
Act  1448,  which  was  repealed  in  1969. 
as  was  the  Act  of  Uniformity  of  1551 
requiring  church  attendance  over 
Christmas. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SHAUN  W.  THORPE. 

53  Willow  Vale, 

Shepherds  Bush,  W12. 

December  23. 

From  Mrs  Jacqueline  Toms 

Sir.  I  believe  that  Christmas  puddings 
and  mince  pies  can  be  eaten  without 
fear  of  imprisonment.  According  to 
Sir  George  Clark,  in  the  Oxford  Hist¬ 
ory  of  England: 

None  of  the  acts  (of  Cromwell'S  Parlia¬ 
ments!  which  would  normally  have  requir¬ 
ed  the  participation  of  the  King  could  be 
regarded  as  valid. 

Therefore  Cromwell’s  legislation  is, 
in  foe  main,  no  longer  operative. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JACQUELINE  TOMS. 

I  Locke  Gardens, 

Langley,  Slough.  Berkshire. 

December  23. 


Jazz  scores 

From  Mr  Michael  Webber 

Sir,  Your  ja2Z  critic  is  in  error  if  he 
thinks  the  Park  Lane  Group  present¬ 
ed  the  first  jazz  concert  in  foe  Queen 
Elizabeth  Hall  in  1973  (Arts,  Decem¬ 
ber  18). 

1  cannot  remember  what  happened 
in  foe  Sixties  but  I  presented  my  first 
Louis  Armstrong  anniversary  concert 
(with  a  galaxy  of  British  talent)  in  that 
hall  rat  July  4,  1970,  a  Louis  Arm¬ 
strong  memorial  in  1971  and  several 
others  before  1973. 

Yours  sincerely. 

MICHAEL  WEBBER. 

The  Garden  Flat, 

19  Netherhall  Gardens,  NW3. 
December  18. 


Looking  back 

From  Mr  John  Merreit 

Sir,  You  report  today  that  John  Major 
has  been  named  as  personality  of  the 
year  1996  in  a  poll  conducted  by  the 
BBC  Today  programme. 

I  refuse.  Sir,  to  believe  that  1996 was 
that  bad  a  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  MERREIT, 

24  Broadleas  Park,  Devizes,  Wiltshire. 
December  27. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


YORK  HOUSE 
ST  JAMES’S  PALACE 
December  28:  The  Duke  of 
Kent  Colonel,  was  represent¬ 
ed  by  Colonel  John  Clavering 


Forthcoming 

marriage 

Mr  CM.  Madsendrick 
and  Miss  S.  Mackey 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Canal,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Kerry  Mackendrick.  of 
Loch  win  noch.  Renfrewshire, 
and  Susan,  daughter  of  Mr 
John  Mackey  and  Mrs  Ursula 
Mackey,  of  Sacramento,  Cali¬ 
fornia.  The  marriage  will  take 
place  in  Los  Angeles,  Califor¬ 
nia.  on  June  7, 1997. 


at  the  funeral  of  Colonel 
Murray  de  Klee.  Scots 
Guards,  which  was  held  at 
Torasay  Church.  Isle  of  Mull, 
this  afternoon. 


Latest  wills 

Frank  TyldesJey,  of  Llandud¬ 
no.  Gwynedd,  left  £2,798,666 
net 

Philip  William  Ralph  Pope,  of 
West  Stafford,  Dorchester. 
Dorset,  left  £1,52025*}. 

Mary  Angela  Robinson.of 
Oxted,  Surrey,  left  El ,508,529 
net. 

She  left  1 1/100  to  Alt  Saints  C&thollc 
Church.  Oxted  Building  Fond. 

Bertie  Sidney  Woolnough.  of 
Framingham  Earl,  Norwich, 
left  £1.243342  net. 


Weekend  birthdays 


TODAY: 

Air  Commodore  Molly  Alton, 
former  director,  WRAP,  78; 
Mr  WA  Camps,  former  Mas¬ 
ter.  Pembroke  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge.  8£r.  Mr  D.B.  Carr, 
former  cricketer.  70;  Miss 
Madeleine  Craggs.  secretary. 
Imperial  Canon-  Research 
Fund.  51:  Mr  T.W.  Gould.  VC 
82;  Mr  Max  Hastings,  Editor, 
Evening  Standard,  51;  Mr  Roy 
Hartersiey,  MP,  64;  Professor 
F.P.  Kelly,  FRS,  statistician, 
46;  Mr  Nigel  Kennedy,  violin¬ 
ist,  40;  Mr  Martin  Uowarch, 
chairman.  Transport  Dev¬ 
elopment  Group.  6J;  Mr 
Michael  J.P.  Marks,  deputy 
chairman.  Merrill  Lynch 
International.  55;  Mr  Michael 
Marland,  educationist  62; 
Mrs  Frances  Morrell,  former 
leader.  ILEA,  59;  Sir  Patrick 
O'Connor,  former  Lord  Justice 
of  Appeal.  82;  Mrs  Bridget 
Prentice.  MP.  44:  Mr  Simon 
Raven,  author  and  dramatist 
69;  Mrs  Joan  Ruddock.  MP. 
53;  Dame  Maggie  Smith,  ac- 


Noel  Johnson,  radio's  original  Dick  Barton, 
special  agent  is  BO  today;  Bernard  Cribbins,  the 
actor,  wfll  be  68  tomorrow 


tress.  62:  Mr  Denzel  Washing¬ 
ton,  actor,  42:  the  Right  Rev 
WJ.  Westwood,  former  Bish- 

S»  of  Peterborough.  71;  the 
cm  Geoffrey  Wilson,  former 
chairman.  Delta  Group.  67; 
the  Marquess  of  Zetland.  59. 
TOMORROW: 

June  Marchioness  of  Aber¬ 


deen  and  Temair,  83;  Sir 
Richard  Beaumont  diplomat 
84:  Lord  Beaverbrook,  45;  Sir 
Samuel  Brittan,  journalist  63; 
Mr  John  Connell,  former 
chairman.  Distillers  Com¬ 
pany,  72;  Mr  Ted  Danson, 
actor.  49;  Miss  Ann 
Demeulemeester,  fashion  de- 


IlLYIIi 


Church  news 


signer,  37;  Baroness  Denton  of 
Wakefield,  61;  General  Sir 
Robert  Ford.  73:  Mr  Andrew 
Foster,  controller.  Audit  Com¬ 
mission  for  Local  Audiorides 
and  die  NH£  in  England  and 
Wales,  52;  Professor  L.C.B. 
Gower,  former  Vice-Chancel¬ 
lor.  Southampton  University. 
83;  Mr i David. Halt  former 
Chief  Constable,  Humberside, 
66;  Sir  Simon  Hornby,  presi¬ 
dent,  Royal  Horticultural  So¬ 
ciety.  62:  Mr  Terry  Lewis,  MP, 
61.  ' 

Mr  Martin  Offiah,  rugby 
league  player,  30;  Mrs  Rosa¬ 
lind  Preston,  former  presi¬ 
dent  National  Council  of 
Women  of  Great  Britain,  61; 
Mr  Feus'  Robinson,  MP,  48; 
the  Right  Rev  Mark  Santer, 
Bishop  of  Birmingham,  60:  Sir 
Kenneth  Sharp,  accountant 
70;  Mr  Harvey  Smith, 
shovyjumper,  58;  Mr  Jon 
Voight  actor,  58;  Sir  Edward 
WOfiaihLS,  former  commission- 
er-generaL  Expo  8S,  Brisbane. 
75. 


The  Rev  Paul  Atherton,  Assis¬ 
tant  Curate,  St  Mary  the 
Virgin.  Somers  Town:  to  be 
Vicar,  St  Mark,  Bush  H21 
Park  (London). 

The  Rev- John  Cave.  Vicar, 
Dormanstown:  to  be  Vicar, 
Marton-in-aevdand  (York). 
The  Rev  Bronwen  Carling, 
Curate,  Trunch  Team  Minis- 
try;^to,beTearn  Vicar,  Tryrtch 
Team  Ministry  (Norwich). 
The  Rev  Dr  Christopher 
Cocksworth,  Anglican  Chap: 
lain  to  Royal  Holloway  and 
Bedford  New  College,  London 
University:  to  be  Director  of 
the  Southern  Theological  Edu¬ 
cation  ford  Training  Scheme: 
The  Rev  Angela  Cooke.  Cu¬ 
rate,  Christ  Church, 
Bexleyheath  (Rochester):  to  be 
Vicar,  St  Mary  w  St  Baulinus. 
Cray  (Rochester). 

The  Rev  Edward  Dewier, 
Assistant  Curate,  Christ 
Church.  Southgate;  to  be  As¬ 
sistant-.  Curate,  St  Mary, 
Somers  Town  (London). 

The  Rev  Brier  Endall,  Vicar. 
Thwaites  Brow.  Keighley,  to 


be  a/so  Rural  Dean  of  South 
Craven  (Bradford).  , 

The  Rev  David  Foster,  Direc¬ 
tor,  Chiltem  Christian  Train¬ 
ing  Programme  and  Curate. 
West  Wycombe  w  Bledlow 
.Ridge,  Bradenham  and 
Radnage:  to  be  Team  Vicar, 
High  Wycombe  Tram  Minis¬ 
try  w  responsibility  for  Si 
Andrew’s,  „  Harters  Lane 


The  Rev  Lynn  Fox,  Associate 
Priest  (NSM).  w  responsibility 
for  St  Mary’S,  Clifton:  to  be 
Team  Vicar  (NSM),  St  Mary’s. 
Oifton.  Clifton  Team  Ministry 
(Southwell). 

Canon  Graham  Fuller,  recent¬ 
ly  retired  as  Rector,  Everstey 
(Winchester):  now  a  Canon 
Emeritus  of  Winchester 
Cathedral. 

The  Rev  Brian  Gerrard.  Vicar. 
St  Cuthbert,  North  Meols,  and 

St  Stephen,  Banks:  to  be  Vicar. 
St  Giles,  Ain  tree  (Liverpool). 
The  Rev  Donald  HoweU.  Cu¬ 
rate  (NSM).  Runton  w 
Aylmexton:  to  be  Curate 
(NSM).  Holt  (Norwich). 


Anniversaries 


Church  services  tomorrow 


TODAY 

BIRTHS:  Alexander  Keith 
Johnston,  geographer.  Peni¬ 
cuik.  1804:  Samuel  Phillips, 
journalist,  1814;  Thomas 
Woodrow  Wilson.  28th  Ameri¬ 
can  President  1913-21,  Staun¬ 
ton.  Virginia,  1856;  Pio  Baroja 
y  Nessi.  novelist.  San  Sebas¬ 
tian.  Spain.  1872;  Sir  Arthur 
Eddington,  astronomer.  Ken¬ 
dal.  Cumbria.  1882. 

DEATHS;  St  Francis  de  Sales, 
Doctor  of  the  Church,  1622; 
Queen  Mary  II.  reigned  with 
King  William  Hi  1689-94. 
London.  1694:  Pierre  Bayle. 
philosopher,  1706;  Thomas 
Babington  Macaulay,  1st  Bar¬ 
on  Macaulay,  poet,  historian 
and  statesman.  London.  1859; 
George  Gissing,  novelist.  St- 
Jean  de  Luz,  France,  1903: 
Maurice  Ravel,  composer. 
Paris,  1937;  Theodore  Dreiser, 
novelist.  Hollywood,  1945;  Vic¬ 
tor  Emmanuel.  King  of  Italy 
190046.  Egypt.  1947:  Jack 
Lovelock,  surgeon.  Olympic 
1500m  gold  medallist  1936, 
killed  in  an  accident.  New 
York,  1949;  Paul  Hindemith, 
composer,  Frankfurt  am 
Main.  1963. 

The  Tay  Bridge  collapsed, 
1879. 

The  first  weather  reports  re¬ 
layed  by  wireless  telegraphy 
were  published  m  London, 
1904. 

The  Pfcak  District  was  desig¬ 
nated  Britain's  first  national 
park,  1950. 

TOMORROW 

BIRTHS;  Charles  Macintosh, 
pioneer  of  waterproofing. 


Glasgow.  1766;  Andrew  John¬ 
son.  17th  American  President 
1865-69,  Raleigh,  North  Cali¬ 
fornia,  1808;  William  Ewart 
Gladstone,  Prime  Minister 
1568-74, 1880-85. 1886  and  1892- 
94.  Liverpool,  1809;  Pablo  Ca¬ 
sals,  cellist,  VendreUi,  Spain. 
1876. 

DEATHS:  Thomas  a  BeckeL 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
1162-70,  murdered  m  Canter¬ 
bury  Cathedral,  1170;  Thomas 
Sydenham.  physician. 
London.  1689;  Brook  Taylor, 
mathematician,  London,  1731; 
Jacques- Lou  is  David,  painter. 
Brussels.  1825;  Charles  Lamb, 
essayist,  Edmonton.  Middle¬ 
sex,  1834:  Christina  Rossetti, 
poet,  London.  1894;  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Osier,  physician.  Oxford, 
1919;  Rainer  Maria  Rilke, 
poet,  ValmonL  Switzerland, 
1926:  Eden  Phil  1  potts,  novelist. 
Broad  Clyst,  near  Exeter. 
I960;  Paul  Whiteman,  band¬ 
leader,  Doylestown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  1967;  Maurice  Harold 
Macmillan.  1st  Earl  of  Stock- 
ton.  Prime  Minister  1957-63. 
Sussex.  1986. 

Radio  Luxembourg  began 
broadcasting.  1930. 

The  Irish  Free  State  changed 
its  name  to  Eire  when  the  new 
constitution  was  implement¬ 
ed.  1937. 

German  planes  dropped 
10,000  bombs  on  London. 
1940. 

The  first  transistor  hearing 
aid  went  on  sale  in  America. 
1951. 

A  coelacanlh.  a  prehistoric 
fish  believed  to  be  extinct,  was 
caught  of  the  coast  of  South 
Africa.  1952. 


First  Sunday  after  Christmas 
BELFAST  CATHEDRAL:  10.  1 1  HD  330 
EP. 

BIRMINGHAM  CATHEDRAL:  Q  MP: 

9.15  HC:  11  Choral  Euch.  Gaudeie 
(anon}.  Harwood  in  E  flat.  Ulumlnare 
Jerusalem  (arr  Poston).  Silent  Might  (arr 
Marshall).  Rev  P  Holt;  4  choral  E, 
Responses  (Ayleward).  Nicholson  in  D 
flat.  Cantlque  de  Jean  Racine  (Faur£). 
BRECON  CATHEDRAL:  8.  11  H  Euch, 
Mlssa  de  Sanaa  Marla  Magdalena 
(Wlllan);  3.30  sendee  or  Nine  Lessons 
with  carols. 

BRISTOL  CATHEDRAL.  College  Green: 
7.40- M:  8  HC:  IO  Choral  Euch.  Sing  a 
new  song  (Mendoza).  Mlssa  brevis  in  O 
(Britten).  O  little  town  of  Bethlehem 
(Redneft.  Canon  A  Redfem;  3.30  E. 
Salem  Academy  USA.  Canon  P  Johnson. 
CANTERBURY  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC:  9-30 
M:  il  S  Euch,  Mass  In  (our  parts/0 
saluiarls  hostia  (Byrd).  The  Dean;  3. 1 5  E 
&  Procession.  O  quam  elorlasum 


(Palestrina);  630  Congreatlonal  Carol 
Service. 

CARLISLE  CATHEDRAL:  1030  E.  Canon 
D  Weston. 

CHELMSFORD  CATHEDRAL:  730  MR 
8  HC;  930 Euch.  Rev  j  Jones:  11.15  Euch. 
The  Acting  Provost.  Rev  J  Jones:  6  E. 
Responses (Said). 

CHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  10  Choral  Euch 
(BCP);  1 130  Choral  M.  Canon  M  Rees: 
3.30  Choral  E:  630  End  or  Year  Service. 
Canon  M  Rees. 

CHICHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC:  10 
M,  Coll  Reg  (Howells).  Hodie  Chrlsrus 
naius  esf  (Poulenc).  Responses 
(Leighton).  The  chanceuon  1 1  5  Euch. 
L'Homme  Arme  (Morals).  O  sacrum 
convivium  (Messiaen).  The  Treasurer; 
330  E.  Blair  in  B  minor.  Make  we  Joy 
(Robinson).  Responses  (Leighton). 
CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL. 
Oxford:  8  MC;  10  M.  Canon  ward;  1 1.15 


Stanford  In  Bb.  Silent  night  (arr  Ledger). 
COVENTRY  CATHEDRAL:  7.40  MP:  8  C; 
1030  Euch,  Mlssa  Festfva  (Leavitt). 
Angels  wr  have  heard  on  high 
(Shaw/ Parted.  There  is  no  rose 
(Martinson).  Rev  a  Darby;  530  EP. 
DURHAM  CATHEDRAL:  8.  11.15  HC. 
Canon  D  Hodgson;  10  M.  Canon  M 
Percy:  330  E. 

ELY  CATHEDRAL:  8.15  HC.  Canon  J 
Inge:  10.30  Euch.  Pleln  chant  du  Kyrte, 
Redt  de  chromome.  Tierce  an  taille. 
Offertolre  sur  les  Grands  Jeux.  Canon  J 
Ingrc  3.45  Service  of  Readings  and 
Carols. 

EXETER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC:  0.45  S 
Euch.  A  tender  shoot  (Goldsmith),  Darke 
in  F,  Love  came  down  at  Christmas 


(Rutter).  Canon  Ison;  11.15  M. 
Responses:  St  David’s,  Stanford  in  Bb. 
On  this  day  (Swedish  carol).  The 


(Carter),  Ail  sung  by  Choir  of  St  Peters. 
Budlelgh  Sal  tenon. 

GLOUCESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8.12.15 
HC:  io.i5  Euch.  Mass  for  All  saints 
(Aston),  canon  N  Chaifleld:  3  £.  Stainer 
In  B flat.  Ave  Marla.  Rachmaninov. 
GUILDFORD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC. 
Canon  Drl  Fisher:  9.45  s  Euch  (ASB),  Rev 
J  Gordon  Clark:  1 1. 1 5  M;  630  E. 
LEICESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  10  M; 
1030  Euch.  Darke  In  F.  In  dulcl  Jubilo 
(arr  Pearsall).  The  Precentor.  4  EP. 
LICHFIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  1030  S 
Euch:  330  E. 

LINCOLN  CATHEDRAL:  7.45  U  8.  1230 
HC  930  S  Euch.  Mlssa  Aetema  ChrLsii 
Muneta  (Palestrina)-  The  blessed  Son  of 
God  (Vaughan  will lams.  The  Precentor: 

11.15  M.  Boyce  In  C  OUt  of  your  sleep 
(Bennett).  Responses  (Ayleward):  3  EP: 
3>15  Festival  or  Nine  Lessons  A  Carols. 
Spalding  Parish  Church  Choir. 
LIVERPOOL  CATHEDRAL:  8  MP  A  HC 
1030  Euch.  The  Dean  of  Liverpool;  3 
Gate  or  the  Year  Carols;  4  He 
MANCHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8.45  MP: 
9. 1030  hc.  Canon  R  Preston:  630  EP. 
NEWCASTLE  CATHEDRAL:  730  M;  8 
HC.  Canon  B  Langley,  930  S  Euch, 
Metrical  Gloria  (Woodlands), 
Acclamations  rr  Hone).  Addington 
|ervice  (Shepard),  Canon  B  Langley.  6 

NORWICH  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9.15 
Choral  M  sung  by  London  Cantate 
Choir  1030  s  EuOi;  330  christingle 
Service:  630  EP.  Hymns  and  Address. 
PETERBOROUGH  CATHEDRAL:  7.45 
M;  8.15  HC  1030  Euch.  Sumslon  in  F. 
The  Precentor; 330  E. 

PORTSMOUTH  CATHEDRAL:  S  HC  10 
Parish  Each.  Mass  of  St  Thomas 
(Thome],  The  Precentor;  630  Parish  E, 
Canon  D  Isaac. 

RIPON  CATHEDRAL:  8, 12-30  Euch.  Rev 
H  Pickles:  930  Parish  Euch.  Le  Grice: 
The  Dean: !  130  M:  3  H  Baptism;  530  E, 
Canon  PMatshalL 

ROCHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9.45 
M.  Responses  (Howells).  Short  Service 

«.  Hemcher  des  Hlmmels 
30  S  Euch,  Ehre  sei  Gait  inder 
:hL  Ireland  In  C  Jesus  ri elite 
mein  Beignnen,  Canon  Turner:  3.15  E. 
Ich  will  endh  mil  Fleiss  bewahreti/Fallt 
mlt  Dan  ken  (Bach).  Weslw  In  E. 
SALISBURY  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  Rev  A 
Phllp:  10  Euch,  Harris  In  F.  Christmas 
Lullaby  (Ruttei).  The  Angel  Gabriel. 
Canon  D  slater:  I I30M.  Ven  J  Maples:  3 
E.  Responses  (Reading).  Wood  in  D.  A 
maiden  most  gentle  (CSnei). 
SHEFFIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC;  10  MP: 


10.30  S  Euch.  canon  C  Smith:  630  E. 
canon  T  Page. 

SOUTHWARK  CATHEDRAL:  9  Euch. 
Rev  R  White;  1 1  Choral  Euch.  Ireland  In 
C  Tomorrow  shall  be  ray  dancing  day 
(Gardner).  A  spotless  rose  (Howells).  Rev 
R  white:  3  E,  Collegium  Regale 
(Howells),  Here  Is  the  little  door 
(Howells),  Rev  X  White. 

SOUTHWELL  MINSTER:  7.45  Litany:  8 
HC  930  parish  C.  The  Provost:  1 1  M.The 
Provost:  3.15  £. 

TRURO  CATHEDRAL:  8  HG  9  M;  10  5 
Euch.  Hymn  to  the  Virgin  (Britten). 
Organ  Solo  Mass  (Mozart),  Shepherds 
CradleSone  (MacphcarsonJ.  The  Curare; 
6  E  w/ Carols.  Responses  (Byrd). 
Stanford  in  C. 

WAKEFIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9.15 
Ptolsh  c.  The  Provost;  Il  S  Euch. 
Merbeck.  The  provost;  4  E.  Canon  P 
Baxter. 

WESTMINSTER  ABBEY:  8  HC  10  M. 
Responses  (Reading).  Te  Deum  In  G 
(Vaughan  wlQtarasr  Jubilate  In  B  flat 
(Sanders).  The  little  road  to  Bethlehem 
(Head),  canon  D  Hutu  11.15  Abbey 
Euch,  Mlssa  brevis  (Palestrina).  Behold 
the  tabernacle  of  God  (Harris),  Here  is 
the  little  door  (Howells).  Canon  D  Hutu  3 
E.  Moerart  in  D.  What  sweeter  music 
(Rutter).  Rev  R  Godsall;  630  ES.  Sr  H 


WESTMINSTER  CATHEDRAL:  7.  8,  9, 
1 2. 530. 7  M;  10  MP:  1 030  SM; 330 V&B. 
WINCHESTER  CATHEDRAL*  1030  M. 
Te  Deum  in  C  (Stanford).  Responses 
(Road.  Emmanuel  JPrseroriuS).  The 
Archdeacon:  1130  Euch,  coronation 
Mass  (Mozart);  330  E.  Responses  (Rose), 
wood  in  D.  In  ‘  “ 

Canon  A  Deedes. 

WORCESTER  CATHEDRAL' 930 Family 
Euch.  The  Ardidncon  or  Worcester  1 1  5 
Each.  Mlssa  Brevis  (Mason),  we  Three 
Kings  (Dzakeford).  The  Precentor  4  E, 
Responses  (Rose).  Sumslon  In  G  (Men’s 
Voices).  I  will  UR  up  mine  eyes  (Walter). 
YORK  MINSTER:  8.  8.45  HC  10  S  Euch. 
Messe  Solennelle  (Ungiais).  canon  L 
Stan  bridge:  1130  M.  Responses 
(Ayleward).  Stanford  in  C  4  E.  Stanford 
In  a.  Ave  Rex  (Mathias),  canon  J  Toy. 

ST  ASAPH  CATHEDRAL  Clwyd:  1030 
Choral  Euch.  Festival  Eucharist 
(Rawsthome).  A  New  Year  Carol  (Britten). 
Sans  day  Carol  (arr  Rutter),  Ding  Dong 
merrily  on  high  (arr  Wood).  V  Rev  K 
Goulsfone. 

ST  DAVIDS  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  930 


Parish  E.  The  Succentor. 

ST  EDMUND5BURY  CATHEDRAL, 
Suffolk:  8  HC,  The  Provost;  10  Euch. 
canon  S  Pettitc  1130  HC  (BCP).  Rev  R 
Darcy;  330  Ewtth  Hymns. 


ST  MACHAR5  CATHEDRAL  OM 
Aberdeen:  1 1  MS.  The  Gate  of  the  Year 
(Atkinson). The  lord  hath  been  mindful 
(Wesley),  Agnus  Del  (Revyron),  Rev  R 

ST  PAUL'S  CATHEDRAL  London:  8  HC 

8.45  M;  1 1  s  Euch.  Mlssa  super  Frere 
Thibault  (Lassus).  Quern  .  vldlsrls 
pastores  (Poulenc).  Rev  J  Halliburton; 

3.15  E.  Jesus  ColI«e  Service  (Manilas), 
Responses  (Byrd).  Cogltavl  dies  antiques 
(AntoneUl).  Rev  J  Mothersole. 

RUSSIAN  ORTHODOX  CATHEDRAL 
Ennlsmore  Gardens,  London.  SW7; 
1030  Divine  Liturgy.  Kievan  and 
traditional  polyphoajirDiocesaii  Bishop 
Met.  Anthony. 

ALL  SAINTS,  Margaret  Street,  w  1: 8. 5. 1 5 
LM:  1030  MP:  II  HM.  Mlssa.  O 
magnum  mysterium  (Victoria).  The 
vicar  430  EP. 

ALL  SOULS,  Langham  place.  Wl:  9  C 
Preb  R  Bewes:  630  Rev  r  Hce. 

THE  ASSUMPTION,  Warwick  Street,  Wl: 
11.  Mlssa  bevis  (CasalQ.  Anvelus  ad 
pastorrm  alt  (Gabrial).  Gabriel's 
message  (Basque  cared). 

CHELSEA  OLD  CHURCH.  SW3: 8  HC:  10 
Children's  Service.  11  M.  Rev  Dr  P  Etvy. 

1 2. 1 5  HC  6  E,  Rev  D  Bean. 

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  CHURCH. 
Carzon  Si.  Wl:  1 1  Sunday  schooL 
CROWN  COURT  CHURCH  OF 
SCOTLAND.  Coven!  Garden.  WC2: 
11.15,  Rev  J  McMahon.  (No  Evening 
Service). 

FARM  STREET.  Wl :8,93a  1230.4.15. 

6.15  LM;  11  HM. 

ROLYTRINITY  BROMPTON.  Brampton 
Road.  SW7:9  HC  (ASB),  Rev  S  Dovmham; 

1 1  MS,  Rev  ■  S  Downharru  5.  730 
Information,  captain  B  Read  ca. 

THE  ORATORY.  Brampton  Road.  SW7: 
7,  8.  9.  ia  11  M.  Missa  O  magnum 
(Victoria),  Noe.  Noe,  Noe 
123a  430. 7  M:  330  V  ft  B. 
cat  tone  (Lassus). 

ARMENIAN  APOSTOLIC  CHURCH: 

1  veraa  Gdns,  W8:ii  Holy  Mass, 
Archbishop  Y  Glzlrian. 

WESLEYS  CHAPEL,  City  Road.  ECL 

9.45  HC  1 1  MS,  Rev  Dr  LGrifSthS. 
WESTMINSTER  CENTRAL  HALL 
(Methodist).  Swi:  1 1. 63a 

ST  ANNE  AND  ST  AGNES  (Lutheran). 
Gresham  St.  EC2: 1 1  Choral -Euch,  Rev  p 
D  Schmlege.  * 

ST  BARTHOLOMEW  THE  GREAT, 
Smiihfleld.  ECU  9  HC  II  Choral  Euch, 
Mlssa  o  Magnum  Mysterium  (victoria).  - 
The  Rector. 

ST  BRIDE'S.  Fleet  Street  EC 4;  n  Choral 
M  &  Euch,  Responses  fRadcJUfeL  Bovce 
in  C  Ireland  in  C  m  dulri  JubQo 
(Pearsall),  Canon  J  Oates;  630  Choral  E 
Responses  (RadcUEe).  Sumslon  in  G 


Demi  jesu  (Cooper),  Benedlcamus 
Domino  (WariockJ.  Mary’s  lullaby 
(hutieT).  Canon  J  Oates. 

ST  CLEMENT  DANES:  11  Choral  M. 
Stanford  in  C  The  Shepherd’s  Farewell 
(Bertlozi.  Rev  P  Bishop. 

ST  COLUMBA'S  CHURCH  OF 
SCOTLAND.  Pont  Street,  SWI:  11.  630.- 
Revc  [MacLeod. 

ST  ETHELDREDA-S,  Ely  Place  1 1  SM. 
Miss  O  Magnum  Mysterium  (Victoria). 
Mlrablie  Mysterium  (Vlncf). 

ST  GEORGES,  Hanover  Square.  Wl: 
830  HC  11  S  Euch.  Mlssa  Brevis 
(VI  ad  ana).  The  Rector. 

ST  JAMES'S.  Sussex  Gardens.  W2:  8 
Euch;  1030  S  Euch.  Congregational 
singing.  Rev  a  Meld  rum:  6  ET 
ST  JAMES’S.  Piccadmy:  830  HC  11  S 
Euch,  RevM  Robins; 5.45  EP. 

ST  JOHNS.  Stratford  EI5:  11  Family  C. 
Rev  D  Richards; 630 EP.  Rev  D  Richards. 
ST  LUKE«.  Chelsea.  SW3:  8.  1030  HC. 
Rev  v  stock;  630  EP,  Rev  L  Matabula. 

ST  MARK'S,  Regents  Park  Rd.  NWl:  8. 
9.45.  1 1  HC. 

ST  MARGARETS.  Westminster.  SWI:  1 1 
S  Euch.  Mlssa  brevis  In  G  (Mozart),  n  esi 
ne  le  dlvln  enfant  (arr  Rutter).  Rev  P 
coweiL. 

ST  MARTI N-IN-THE-F1ELDS.  WC2:  8 
.  HC  9.45  Euch,  Rev  B  Schunemanm 
1 130  visitors  to  London.  Rev  A  Hurst; 
2.45  Chinese.  Rev  G  Lee;  5  Choral  E;  630 
ES.  Rev  B  Schunemann. 

ST  MARYS.  Bourne  Street,  SWI:  9.10.7 
LM;  u  HM.  Mlssa  o  magnum 
mysterium  (victoria),  Pr  B  Scott;  6 
Solemn  E  SB. 

ST  MARYUEBONE,  Maiylebone  Rond. 
Wl:  8  HC  II  S  Euch.  Mass  (Meibedce). 
Rev  P  Wens. 

ST  PAUL'S,  Wilton  Place.  SWI:  8.  9  HC; 
LI  S  Euch.  RevM  Johnson. 

CHAPEL  ROYAL  OF  ST  JOHN  THE 
EVANGELIST  IN  THE  WHITE  TOWER. 
HM  Tower  of  London:  1 1  HC  (said).  Rev 
PRC  Abram.  - 

CHAPEL  ROYAL,  St  James's  Palace:  830. 
HC  I L15  MP.  A  New  Years  Carol 
■(Britten),  canon  M  A  Moxon. 

CHAPEL  ROYAL,  Hampton  Cmut 
Palace:  830  HC  (16621;  1 1.  Wood  In  E. 
Ecce  advenlc  (Byrd):  330  E,  Naylor  In  D. 
Puer  natus  (Hoddinott). 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL.  Soufli  Audley 
Street,  wi:  1 1  s  Euch.  Rev  S  Hobbs. 

THE  TEMPLE  CHURCH.  Fleet  Street. 
83a  1 1.15  HCJesudulcts  memoria  (da 
Vlooria).  The  Creed  (Merbecke),  silent 
Night  (arr  de  Warrenne).  The  Master. 
GUARDS  CHAPEL.  Wellington 
Barracks.  ,SWU  1 1  M.  The  Angels  and 
the  Shepherds  (Bohemian  Carol),  11  est  - 
nfe  Rev  J  Gough;  12  HC. 

ROYAL  NAVAL  COLLEGE  CHAPEL. 
Greenwich.  SEIO:  11  M  (BCP).  Rev  c 
French. 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


BIRTHS 


AYLES  -  On  DncmntMT  ZOU,  IO 
Cwiilliw  (nfa  Baxter)  ana, 
Nlcbolai,  a  bod,  Lachlan 
(Lachia)  VDlhn  a 

brother  for  India 

MI2MWU1  -  Battle  Ann  on 
December  21  cc  at  The 
ForUand  Bbepital  ILOl  am, 
a  beaiiUtut  daughter  end  a 
stewr  for  Ttaemaa. 

BOTSFORD  -  On  Snnday  15th 
December  to  Callle  (alt 
Green)  and  Chris,  at  the 
Matilda  Boiplwi,  Hong 
Kong,  a  son,  Maximilian 
Junes  Alexander,  a  very  dear 
tnochei  to  EdQt,  Aiunbdl 

BUM  SIDE  -  Os  19th 
December,  to  Amanda  (mle 
Bailey)  and  Karin,  a 
danghier.  Alice  Mary.a  staler 
for  DnaeaiL 

CAItM  -  On  17th  December 
1996,  in  tana,  to  Tamara 
(n4e  Honall)  and  Lenaao,  a 


BIRTHS 


OLOWMAUBO  -  On  Decembar 
15th  at  The  Portland 
Hospital,  to  Martina  (n4e 
Tanga)  and  James,  a 
besnttfol  son.  All  Joseph.  A 
brother  for  ThmolL 

SCAPPATURA  -  On  11th 
November  1996  at  Pembnrr 
Hospital,  to  Pamela  and 
John,  a  daughter.  Moot*  Amt. 

BOTTOM  -  Ob  27th  December 
1996,  td  Karen  (nde 
Whittaker)  and  Jeremy,  a 
daughter.  Sebecca  Anna,  in 
Data,  Sooth  Africa. 

TOWNSEND  -  On  December 
23rd,  to  Mary  Anne  (n<a 
Wilson)  and  Philip,  a 
daughter.  Oclnb  Annabel,  a 
Sister  for  Edmond. 


DIAMOND 

ANNIVERSARIES 


STAFFORD  NOHTHOOTE  -  On 
28th  December  1936  aft  St 
Han't,  Eaet  Handled.  Cadi 
M  Freda. 


DEATHS 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  FOR  SALE 


a  brother  for  AMm. 

DAMS  -  Os  December  19th  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 

anniversaries 

Stefan,  a  brother  for  Chloe. 

DICK  IN  SOW  -  On  20tn 


Mark,  a  son.  Woodman 
Joseph  Lowes. 

DUMSTEBVBAS  -  On  Dscembsr 
19th,  to  Sarah  (aft 
MlchMlla)  and  James,  a 
daughter,  Augusta  Kona 
Femmella. 

OUUSHEft  -  On  Thursday  19tto 
December,  to  lacbel  Cn6e 
Butler)  and  John,  a  baauttfol 
toghtm ;  botal  Emily. 

OOLDSWORTHV  -  On ' 
December  20th,  to  B01h(nfo 
Staffonf)  and  Patrick.  *  thfad 
son,  Michael  Alexander. 

■MVtM  -  On  23  rd  PacaUrn 
1996,  to  Jana  (ste  Bradford) 
and  fam.  a  daughrar.  Ursten 
Gabrielfar  Imogen,  a  sister 
for  Kupen. 

■BISON  ■  On  December  19th, 
1996  at  The  Portland 
Hospital  Jo  Be,  Chuck.  Jolfa 
and  Charlie  welcome 
Chelsea  Ann,  oar  wonderful 
Christines  pi  esent. 

MtflTAU.  -  See  CmdL 

BOWSE  -  On  23 id  fmcember. 
u  Tan  (wfe  &epud)  and 
Julian,  a  daughter,  Emile 
vicmda. 


DEATHS 


RdREY  -  On  Dncnniber  23rd 
1996  peacefully  at  the 
EadcHffe  Hospital  -  Jeatmle 
Roacoe  dearest  mama  to 
IQeola.  Antonr  and  Annabel, 
sister  to  Pam,  Sheila  and 
Bridget  and  Jan  Jan  to  twelve 
loving  and  beloved 
Grandchildren,  Funeral 
sendee  at  St  Peter  and  St 
Paul  Wtaadell  on  Fihlay 
Janua>y3id  12  anuPnamnal 
flowers  or  donarJoae  to 
Muscular  SosUnwis  plma. 


NEW  YEAR  PERIOD 

DeadBncs  &  Opening  Hums 
Birth.  Marriage  &  Death  Notices. 

For  notices  lo  appear  on  Wednesday  January  luand 
Thuncby  January  2nd  tbe  dcadftnc  is  Tuesday 
December  31  si  a  12  noon, 

Wednesday  January  1*  Office  Closed. 
Normal  hoars  Thursday  January  2nd. 

<5*01716806880 


Lr‘"viij 


SjcSgSaff g§ 


L_ 

da 

nnd  Norwich  Hospital. 
Send,  befoeed  sen  of  Doreen 
and  Kichard,  brother  of 


For  j  free  no  oMigaiaw  quwe. 

•  Nra  djy  insulLation  jraiLaWc  nationwide. 

•  Buy  dfwa  rrom  ihc  rtunufacturct  \  i 

•  Thousands  of  sshfied  cunoaicn  ^  ;  j 

•  New  w  fO  Jfl  '  J  §  ? 

■)  j  iui 


LEGAL,  PUBLIC, 
COMPANY & 

PARLIAMENTARY 

NOTICES 

0171-782  7344  OR 
FAX:  0171-782  7827 

*!t 23^^ »o days  prior  In  uboHoh. 
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GWILYM  LEWIS 


* 


Gwilym  Lewis.  DFC,  First 
World  War  Sailer  ace,  died 
on  December  17  aged  99.  He 
was  born  on  Angnst  5, 1897. 

In  a  series  of  letters  home 
which  are  sustained  master¬ 
pieces  of  understatement, 
Gwilym  Lewis  conveyed  with 
graphic  simplicity  the  realities  of 
the  life  of  a  fighter  pilot  in  the  years 
1916-18.  The  letters,  sent  to  his 
father  from  France  where  he  served 
successively  with  32  and  40  Squad¬ 
rons.  are  extraordinary  examples  of 
the  boyish  reticence  which  charact¬ 
erised  the  young  fighting  men  of 
the  period. 

The  deadly  grapple  with  the 
enemy  in  file  thin  air  at  high 
altitude  over  the  Western  Front  is 
treated  almost  with  matter  of 
facmess.  Death  —  often  a  matter  of 
protracted  agony  in  those  days 
before  the  parachute  permitted 
escape  from  a  stricken  or  burning 
aircraft  —  takes  place  as  yet 
another  item  on  the  agenda  of  dally 
squadron  life.  “The  ninth  [of  the 
squadron's  pilots  to  be  killed]  was 
Godlee. . .  He  crashed  well  bn  our 
side  of  the  lines  and  died  soon  after. 
He  was  a  pukka  Anzac  and  a  jolly 
good  fellow."  Lewis  observes  mat- 
ter-of-factly.  as  aerial  combat 
steadily  thins  the  ranks  of  No  32 
Squadron  in  the  summer  of  1916,  in 
spite  of  the  technical  superiority 
enjoyed  by  the  Royal  Flying  Corps 
over  the  German  Air  Force  at  that 
juncture. 

Unlike  his  elder  brother  Ed¬ 
mund  who  was  shot  down  and 
killed  while  taking  on  five  German 
fighters  in  December  1916.  Gwilym 
Lewis  was  to  survive  to  serve  in  the 
Second  World  War  and  enjoy  a  ripe 
old  age.  But  though  he  retained  an 
intense  interest  in  aviation  all  his 
life  and  became  life  president  of  32 
Squadron,  he  never  flew  again. 
Towards  the  end  of  his  wartime 
flying  career  in  1918  the  letters  do 
finally  betray  the  immense  strain  of 
non-stop  combat  And  although 
flying  had  been  Lewis’s  life  since  he 
had  passed  his  civilian  pilot's 
licence  on  a  Graham  White  Box 
Kite  in  1915.  he  ejected  not  to 
remain  in  the  fledgling  RAF  at  the 
aid  of  the  wan  thereafter  his  career 
was  in  file  City. 

Gwilym  Hugh  Leva's  was  bom  in 
Birmingham  of  Welsh  parents.  His 
mother  was  a  from  a  derical 
background  but  his  father  was  in 
insurance.  When  Lewis  was  five  the 
family  moved  to  Croydon  and  he 
went  to  Whitgifr  Grammar  School 
and  then  to  Marlborough^ 

When  war  came  he  volunteered 
to  joined  the  Northampton  Regi¬ 
ment  and  was  commissioned  as  a 
second  lieutenant  But,  by  his  own 
account,  he  found  life  in  the 
infantry  irksome  and  applied  to 
join  the  Royal  Flying  Corps.  The 
RFC*  current  intake  was  full  and 


he  was  told  to  take  a  civilian  licence 
as  a  first  step  to  a  career  in  military 
aviation.  With  £100  borrowed  from 
his  father  he  enrolled  in  the  London 
and  Provincial  flying  school  at 
Hendon.  There,  after  only  four 
hours  of  somewhat  rudimentary 
instruction,  he  was  awarded  his 
certificate  in  November  1915. 

Accepted,  as  a  result,  for  flying 
training  with  the  RFC  he  took  his 
wings  at  the  Central  Flying  School, 
Upavon.  in  the  spring  of  1916.  He 
was  then  posted,  as  its  youngest 
pilot,  to  No  32  squadron,  com¬ 
manded  by  another  Welshman. 
Major  Lionel  Rees,  who  was  subse¬ 
quently  to  win  the  VC.  In  May  1916, 
with  the  Battle  of  the  Somme 
impending.  No  32  and  its  DH2 
scouts  —  a  flimsy  looking,  but 
surprising  effective  contraption 
with  a  “pusher”  propeller  —  were 
ordered  to  France.  The  mere  cross 
channel  flight  was  hazardous 
enough,  with  engines  prone  to  stop 
without  warning,  quite  apart  from 
the  UkeKhoad  of  encountering  file 
enemy. 

Lewis  instinctively  took  to  the  life 


of  the  RFC  and  his  letters  of  this 
period  bubble  with  an  almost 
childish  enthusiasm.  Even  the  first, 
fearsome  contacts  with  the  enemy 
seem  unable  to  shake  his  compo¬ 
sure  and,  in  one  of  his  early  letters 
home,  he  describes  air  fighting 
thus:  “It  is  a  most  extraordinary 
game.  Better  than  football,  yet 
something  of  the  same.  It  is  the 
same  feeling  to  charge  a  Hun  who 
sees  you  as  it  is  to  collar  one  of  file 
biggest  chaps  in  the  scrum.”  No  32 
became  one  of  the  most  feared 
squadrons  operating  over  the  Brit¬ 
ish  First  Army,  and  in  that  golden  ■ 
period  before  the  appearance  of  the 
“flying  circuses"  of  Boelcke  and  von 
Richtofen  the  German  Air  Force 
was  virtually  banished  from  the 
skies  over  the  Western  Front 
Lewis  was  involved  in  action 
with  32  Squadron  continuously 
until  November  1916.  His  appendix 
had  been  troubling  him  fin*  some 
months  and  eventually  he  was 
invalided  home  to  have  it  removed. 
After  another  spell  at  Central 
Flying  School,  this  time  training 
novice  aviators  throughout  most  of 


Lewis  on  his  promotion  to  captain  in  1918  and,  above,  at  the  controls  of  his  SE5A,  “The  Artful  Dodger” 


1917,  Lewis  was  back  in  France  in 
December  of  that  year,  as  a  flight 
commander  in  40  Squadron,  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  in  the  RFC. 
This  flew  the  SE5.  a  more  sophisti¬ 
cated  aircraft  than  the  DH2  and 
one  which  was  to  help  re-establish 
air  superiority  over  the  Germans 
who  had  wrested  it  from  the  British 
early  in  1917. 

There  he  was  in  company  with 
some  of  the  most  famous  names  in 
First  World  War  flying.  Major 
“Mick"  Mannock,  later  to  become 
the  top-scoring  British  ace  with  73 
kills  before  his  own  death  in  action 
in  July  1918,  took  Lewis  under  his 
wing  and  the  two  men  became  close 
friends.  For  the  next  six  months  40 
Squadron  was  to  be  in  the  thick  of 
some  of  the  most  intense  of  the  air 
combat  as  file  Germans  fought 
back  with  their  new  Albatros  scouts 
and  FokkerTrrplanes. 

like  his  fellow  pilots,  life  for 
Lews  was  a  constant  brush  with 
death.  In  the  open  cockpit  of  the 
SE5  It  was  possible  to  pass  out  from 
lack  of  oxygen  at  over  20,000  feet 
and  an  several  occasions  he  jerked 
himself  back  to  consciousness  to 
find  his  aircraft  plunging  earth¬ 
wards.  On  another  occasion,  while 
flying  extremely  low  in  search  of 


ground  targets  to  strafe,  Lewis  was 
lucky  not  to  sustain  at  least  severe 
injury  when  a  wingtip  struck  the 
ground  and  his  aircraft  rolled  over 
several  times  before  coming  to  a 
halt,  a  total  wreck-  Disdaining 
medical  attention  he  hitched  a  lift 
back  to  his  base  in  die  car  of  a 
passing  colonel.  Besides  enemy 
aircraft  —  for  which  Lews  never 
showed  anything  but  a  healthy 
respect  —  one  of  the  constant  perils 
of  life  above  the  battlefield,  was 
enemy  anti-aircraft  gun  fire  for 
which  relatively  slow-moving  air¬ 
craft  provided  an  easy  target 
By  this  time  Lewis's  toll  of  the 
enemy  was  itself  mounting,  and 
although  he  never  achieved  the 
astronomical  scores  of  men  like 
Mannock,  Bishop,  Ball  and 
McCudden,  he  was  to  end  the  war 
with  a  tally  of  12  kills,  qualifying 
him  as  an  ace.  A  reticent  man  — 
Mannock  dubbed  him  "Noisy" 
because  of  his  self-effacing  person¬ 
ality  —  he  was  never  one  to  make 
wTd  claims  and  was  always  ex¬ 
tremely  critical  of  his  own  gunnery. 
Lewis  was  not  only  a  fine  pilor  but 
was  also  respected  as  a  flight 
commander.  None  of  the  novices 
posted  to  his  flight  was  ever  lost  in 
action. 


In  July  1918  Lewis  was  awarded 
the  Distinguished  Hying  Cross. 
The  decoration  had  been  instituted 
only  the  previous  month  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  distinctive  feats  of 
what  had  by  then  become  the  Royal 
Air  Force.  To  that  point  the  RFC's 
officers  had  been  awarded  MCs  for 
similar  acts  of  bravery.  As  his 
letters  of  this  period  betray.  Lewis 
was  by  then  exhausted.  "I  am  going 
home  via  hospital."  he  informs  his 
father  at  this  juncture.  “I  have  been 
feeling  a  pretty  good  physical 
wreck  lately,  so  I  gat  an  MO  to 
examine  me.  and  he  stopped  me 
flying." 

It  was  the  end  of  his  war.  After 
three  weeks’  leave  he  joined  the 
Central  Flying  School  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  demobilised 
in  January  1919.  At  one  point  he 
had  toyed  with  ihe  idea  of  staying 
in  the  RAF  but  this  had  lost  its 
appeal  by  the  end  fo  the  war.  His 
father  found  him  a  job  with  the 
Lloyds  insurance  brokers  Sedgwick 
Collins. 

It  was  a  change  of  pace  and 
direction  for  a  man  who  had  been 
used  to  leading  his  young  charges 
in  the  heat  of  battle,  but  he  adjusted 
to  it  and  came  to  enjoy  the  work. 
Joining  a  new  non-marine  syndi¬ 


cate  founded  by  Harry  Sedgwick, 
Lewis  became  a  member  of  Uoyds 
and  travelled  to  America  for  the 
firm,  eventually  founding  an  Amer¬ 
ican  non-marine  department. 

By  the  outbreak  of  the  Second 
World  War  this  was  thriving,  but  a 
new  challenge  backoned  and  Lewis 
found  himself  back  in  uniform  as  a 
wing  commander  RAFVR,  as  part 
of  Churchill's  team  at  the  Cabinet 
War  Room.  There  his  rask  was  to 
prepare  reports  on  the  previous  24 
hours  for  the  daily  briefing. 

He  kept  in  touch  with  his  firm 
throughout  this  period  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Lloyds  after  the  war.  He 
subsequently  joined  another  firm, 
Arbon  Langrish.  becoming  chair¬ 
man  until  1965  when  it  merged 
with  Clarksons.  At  his  death  he  was 
the  oldest  member  of  Lloyds.  A 
book.  Wings  Oivr  the  Somme  1916- 
1918.  a  collection  of  Lewis’s  letters 
and  a  diary  he  wrote  in  France  was 
published  in  1976.  A  revised  edition 
incorporating  letters  from  his 
brother  Edmund  was  published  in 
1995. 

Gwilym  Lewis  married,  in  1925, 
Christian  Robertson.  She  died  in 
1993  and  he  is  survived  by  a  son 
and  two  daughters.  Another  son 
died  young. 


ALAN  GRAHAM  APLEY 


PROFESSOR  STEPHEN  REES  JONES 


ir- 


i*- 


Alan  Graham  Aplcy. 
orthopaedic  sargeon  and 
teacher,  died  on 
December  20  aged  82.  He 
was  born  on  November 
10. 1914. 

ONE  of  the  greatest  teachers 
of  orthopaedic  surgery  in  re¬ 
cent  times.  Alan  Graham 
ApleyY  lecturing  technique 
was  always  compelling.  His 
classic  textbook  Apley's  System 
of  Orthopaedics  and  Frac¬ 
tures  (1959),  a  honed  blend  of 
fact,  clarity  and  organisation, 
is  now  in  its  seventh  edition. 
Apley  himself  was  amused  to 
learn  that  it  earned  die  highest 
rate  of  fines  for  overdue  books 
in  St  Thomas’  Hospital  Medi¬ 
cal  School  library  and  flat¬ 
tered  that  a  pirate  edition  of  it 
was  produced  in  the  Middle 
East 

The  book  evolved  from  the 
text  for  a  course  which  Apley 
initiated  at  the  Rowley  Bristow 
Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Pyrford.  Although  an  accom¬ 
plished  surgeon.  Apley  also 
nurtured  an  outstanding  tal¬ 
ent  for  teaching.  As  a  young 
man.  appointed  to  his  first 
consultant  past  at  the  Rowley 
Bristow  in  1947.  he  immediate¬ 
ly  worked  to  set  up  a  course  fo 
teach  orthopaedics  to  trainee 
surgeons.  The  course  —  which 
still  runs  today  —  was  always 
over-subscribed  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  one  hundred  stu¬ 
dents  fortunate  enough  to  gain 


a  place,  several  more  would 
attend  as  observers.  Many 
owed  their  success  in  final 
specialist  examinations  large¬ 
ly  to  Apley,  and  it  was  partly 
due  to  their  subsequent  voting 
power  that  he  was  later  elected 
by  a  large  majority  to  the 
council  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  1971 

Alan  Graham  Apley  was  the 
youngest  son  of  a  Jewish 
immigrant  from  Poland. 

Apley  was  bom  in  London 
and  brought  up  first  in  Soho 
and  then  in  Battersea  where 
he  -went  to  St  Ethelburga’s 
school.  There  he  came  top  of 
all  London  in  the  Il-plus 
equivalent  of  the  day.  But  he 
was  prevented  from  reaping 
the  full  rewards  of  his  achieve¬ 
ment  because  of  his  back¬ 
ground.  This  episode  coloured 
his  attitude  to  religion  and  he 


later  abandoned  his  faith. 

He  attended  Regents  Street 
Polytechnic  and  then  Univer¬ 
sity  College  Hospital  from 
which  he  qualified  in  medicine 
in  1938. 

Towards  the  end  the  Second 
World  War,  Apley  served  in 
the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps.  On  demobilisation  in 
1947  he  was  appointed  consul¬ 
tant  surgeon  at  the  Rowley 
Bristow  and  it  was  there  that 
he  came  under  the  influence  of 
the  pioneering  orthopaedic 
surgeon  George  Perkins.  In¬ 
spired  by  his  example,  Apley 
harnessed  his  own  talents  to 
great  effect,  most  notably  in 
teaching,  and  it  was  only  a 
year  after  his  appointment 
that  he  set  up  what  was  to 
become  an  internationally  re¬ 
nowned  teaching  course.  It 
was  also  while  he  was  at  the 
Rowley  Bristow  that  he  de¬ 
signed  one  of  the  first  purpose- 
built  accident  and  emergency 
centres  in  the  South  of  Eng¬ 
land.  at  St  Peter’s  Hospital  in 
Chertsey. 

In  1972 Apley  was  appointed 
director  of  the  orthopaedics 
department  at  St  Thomas’ 
Hospital  which  developed  an 
international  reputation 
under  his  guidance.  He  was 
an  outspoken  critic  of  recent 
National  Health  Service  re¬ 
forms,  perceiving  them  as 
placing  erroneous  emphasis 
on  commercial  aspects  of  this 
most  vital  service.  Managers, 


he  thought  had  become  too 
concerned  with  budgets  to  the 
detriment  of  more  important 
issues  such  as  the  teaching, 
training  and  professional 
standards  of  patient  care. 

On  his  retirement  from  the 
NHS  Apley  remained  much  in 
demand.  He  became  editor  of 
the  Journal  of  Bone  and  Joint 
Surgery  which  under  him 
matured  into  the  world  dass 
journal  which  it  is  today.  He 
was  particularly  noted  for  his 
constructive  rejection  letters 
which  were  always  instructive 
and  encouraging.  He  also 
continued  io  lecture  widely 
around  the  world,  particularly 
in  Canada  where  a  satellite 
course  to  his  own  orthopaedic 
course  was  set  up. 

Apley  was  a  keen  sportsman 
and  was  a  founder  of  the 
orthopaedic  ski  dub  which 
was  pioneering  m  its  combina¬ 
tion  of  work  and  pleasure 
However,  his  main  recreation 
was  music.  He  was  an  accom¬ 
plished  pianist  and  when  not 
at  his  study  desk  could  often  io 
be  found  seated  at  his 
Steinway.  He  was  particularly 
devoted  to  the  music  of  Bach. 

.  His  first  wife.  Janie,  whom 
he  married  in  1939  and  sup¬ 
ported  him  indefatigably,  died 
in  1986  after  a  long  illness. 
Apley  married  a  second  time 
to  Violet  in  1938.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  her  as  well'  as  by  a 
daughter  and  son  of  his  first 


Professor  Stephen  Rees 

Jones,  art  conservationist, 
died  on  December  17 

aged  87.  He  was  born  on 
September  1. 1909. 

ONE  of  the  pioneers  of  mod¬ 
em  methods  of  art  conserva¬ 
tion.  Stephen  Rees  Jones  was 
head  of  the  technology  depart¬ 
ment  at  the  Courtauld  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Art  for  25  years,  from 
1951  to  1976.  His  role  as  a 
scientist  at  the  heart  of  the 
world's  most  celebrated  and 
rarefied  citadel  of  art  history 
was  uniquely  influential. 

Under  his  benign  but  per¬ 
ceptive  gaze  generations  of  art 
history  students  learned  that 
the  paintings  they  had 
thought  of  as  abstract  works  of 
genius  or  baffling  iconograph- 
ical  pinzles  were  real  physical 
objects  made  of  identifiable 
materials  by  fallible  human 
hands.  Moreover,  they  were 
objects  subject  to  the  vicissi¬ 
tudes  of  decay  and  restoration 
and  Rees  Jones's  great  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  world  of  art  was 
to  rationalise  in  scientific 
terms  the  ways  in  which 
paintings  change  as  they  age. 

Stephen  Rees  Jones  was 
educated  at  Holywell 
Grammer  School.  Flintshire 
and  the  University  College  of 
North  Wales.  Bangor,  where 
he  gained  a  BSc  in  physics  and 
an  MSc  for  research  into  X-ray 
diffraction.  In  1935  he  was 
appointed  research  assistant 
in  the  recently  established 
scientific  department  of  the 
Courtauld  Institute  of  Art,  and 
his  analytical  expertise  was 
invaluable  in  the  increasingly 
sophisticated  fields  of  pigment 
identification  and  X-radio- 
graphy. 

As  a  result,  the  Courtauld 
Institute  became  one  of  the 
most  important  centres  in  the 
world  for  the  technical  exami¬ 
nation  of  art. 

During  the  war  years,  Rees 
Jones  left  the  academic  world 
to  take  charge  of  the  laborato¬ 
ries  of  foe  Ministry  of  Aircraft 
Production  that  dealt  with 
light  allpy  castings.  Rejoining 
the  Courtauld  Institute  after 
the  war,  he  became  head  of  the 
technology  department  in 
1951.  The  department  was  not 
actually  in  the  beautiful  Adam 
house  at  20  Porunan  Square  •— 
the  Institute's  home  until  it 
moved  to  Somerset  House  in 
1990  —  but  in  the  mews 
buildings  at  the  back,  ap¬ 
proached  across  the  femous 
garden  where  art  history  sfo- 

tfe*. 


marriage. 


FATHER  OF  HOUSE 
OF  COMMONS 

MR.  LLOYD  GEORGE 
Mr.  Lloyd  George's  impending  resignation 
ill  remove  from  the  House  of  Commons  one 
ho  at  the  height  of  his  powers  a  generation 
30  was  destined  to  be.  as  Mr.  ChurehiU  is 
day.  the  nation's  war  leader  through  cnDcal 
are ... 

In  1905  he  became  Chancellor,  of  the 
xchequer,  and  this  key  post  he  held  through 
long  period  of  fierce  political  controversy  m 
hid?  be  became  a  centra]  figure.  His  firet 
udget  erf  1909  he  characteristically  described 
i  a  "war  Budget’:  and  the  war  he  then  had  m 
lind  was  against  poverty  and  squalor.  As 
■called  by  the  chairman  a!  yesterday* 
leetine  of  dw  Caernarvon  Liberal  executive. 
!r  Uoyd  George ‘before  the  last  war  laid  tne 
uRiIations  of  the  great  social  services  which 
v  now  an  integral  part  of  our  economic  and 
col  life."  When  Germany  plunged  Europe 
to  war  in  I9H  he  played  an  unforgettable 

ut  which  belongs  to world  history.  From  me 
ichequer  he  transferred  in  1915  to  the  new 
lirastrv  of  Munitions,  and  in  1916  he  became 
xretary  of  Scale  for  War.  He  succeeded  Mr. 
fouiih  as  Prime  Minister  in  1916.  and  he 
mrinued  in  this  uflk*  until  the  break-up  of 


ON  THIS  DAY 


December  28, 1944 


David  Um/d  George.  1st  Earl  Lloyd  George  of 
Dwyfbr  (1963-1945).  was  Z7  when  he  was 
returned  as  member  for  Caernarvon  Bor¬ 
oughs  bv  a  majority  of  only  18  votes.  After 
1922  he  never  had  office  again. 


the  second  Coalition  Government  in  1922. 

There  will  be  widely  felt  regret,  not  limited 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  member 
for  Caernarvon  Boroughs,  the  Father  of  the 
House  (as  well  as  of  two  of  its  outstanding 

members},  does  not  intend  to  offer  himself  for 
rejection.  So  ends  a  unique  political  career. 
which  in  mere  length  extends  bade  wnhouia 
break  to  189a  when  foe  young  David  Lloyd 
George  was  elected  as  a  supporter  of  Mr. 
Gladstone,  and  which  for  foe  greatness  of  ns 
achievements  is  for  ever  memorable  m 
history.  In  foe  hour  of  danger  he  became  “the 
greatest  War  Minister  since  Chatham”  ■— - 
such  was  foe  authoritative  judgment  of  his 


colleague  Lord  Milner — and.  without 
■  overpassing  his  proper  respect  for  colleagues 
and  subordination  to  Parliament,  foe  most 
powerful  Welshman  since  Henry  Vin  ... 

His  retirement  is  timed  to  follow  upon  foe 
consummation  of  the  supreme  task,  the 
destruction  of  the  German  menace,  of  which 
in  its  earlier  phase  he  was  the  protagonist.  lr 
wfil  recall  innumerable  memories  or  the 
sufferings  and  triumphs  of  a  generation  ago. 
the  more  so  that  the  national  leadership  has 
now  passed  to  one  who  was  himself  Mr.  Lloyd 
George's  adjutant  in  many  a  fight  of  those 
heroic  days.  In  nothing  was  the  then  Prime 
Ministers  war  leadership  more  truly  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  nation  he  led  than  in  foe 
quality  that  bis  present  successor  has  singled 
out.  his  "peculiar  power  of  drawing  mom 
misfortune  itself  foe  the  means  of  future 
success."  If  that  phrase  leads  foe  mind  on  to 
thoughts  of  our  present  determination  to 
build  upon  the  foundations  ravaged  by  war  a 
fairer  soda!  order  than  foe  British  people 


have  yet  enjoyed,  it  will  not  be  thereby 
diverted  from  the  lifers  work  of  David  Lloyd 


George  The  whole  modern  conception  of 
social  service  ...  derives  from  the'pioneer 
work  done  by  Mr.  Lloyd  George  as  the 
dominant  figure  in  home  affairs  of  foe  great 
liberal  Government  of  Campbell-Banner¬ 
man  and  Asquith . . . 


dents  lunched  and  smoked 
and  sprawled  through  count¬ 
less  London  summers. 

The  technology  department 
itself  was  a  warren  of  tiny 
rooms  crammed  with  easels, 
microscopes  and  photograph¬ 
ic  equipment  and  students 
poring  over  paintings,  books. 
X-rays  on  light  boxes.  This 
was  the  wonderful,  quirky 
domain  that  Rees  Jones  pre¬ 
sided  over  with  charm  and 
good  humour  and  nobody 
who  worked  or  studied  there 
has  ever  forgotten  it  or  him. 

In  the  1950s  research  pro¬ 
grammes  were  begun  in  key 
areas  of  conservation,  includ¬ 
ing  solvent  action  in  the  clean¬ 
ing  of  paintings  and  the 
structural  .treatment  of  paint¬ 
ings  on  canvas.  Rees  Jones 
designed  and  made  the  first 
hot-table  for  lining  canvases  — 
still  exhibited  in  the  present 
department  as  a  landmark  in 
the  histDiy  of  conservation- 

During  foe  1960s  the  regu¬ 
lar  courses  in  the  scientific 
examination  and  conservation 
of  paintings  for  which  foe 
Technology  Department  be¬ 
came  best  known  were  estab¬ 
lished  and  these  became 


fonnalised  into  foe  present 
three-year  diploma  in  1976. 
Throughout  foe  whole  period 
that  Rees  Jones  was  creating 
an  internationally  important 
department  —  for  which  he 
was  awarded  a  personal  Chair 
in  the  Courtauld  Institute  — 
he  was  also,  with  a  few 
colleagues,  actively  promoting 
the  emerging  conservation 
profession  worldwide. 

Their  most  significant  ini¬ 
tiative  resulted  in  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  foe  International 
Institute  for  Conservation  of 
Historic  and  Artistic  Works 
(II Cl  in  1950  which  remains 
the  principal  international 
body'  of  its  kind.  Rees  Jones 
was  one  of  its  founder  fellows, 
its  treasurer  and  the  first 
editor  of  UC  Abstracts. 

He  was  closely  involved 
with  the  organisation  of  I  ICS 
first  International  Congress  in 
Rome  in  1961,  which  was  the 
first  of  many  such  conferences 
that  were  to  transform  foe  way 
in  which  conservation  was 
perceived  by  the  wider  aca¬ 
demic  world.  When  national 
offshoots  of  I1C  were  set  up  he 
was  instrumental  in  the 
founding  of  the  UK  group  and 


became  its  chairman. 

His  own  research  interests 
were  many,  various  and  some¬ 
times  marvellously  esoteric. 
His  extensile  published  work 
ranged  from  a  classic  techni¬ 
cal  examination  of  foe  Corona¬ 
tion  Chair,  carried  out  just 
before  the  Coronation  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  II.  to  a  hist¬ 
ory  of  the  artist's  palene  in 
terms  of  chromaticiiy.  In  the 
1960s,  he  became  caught  up  in 
one  of  the  periodic  deaning 
controversies  and  his  paper  on 
the  subject  published  in  foe 
Burlington  Magazine  in  1962. 
was  remarkable  for  its  dignity 
and  reason  in  the  fevered 
atmosphere  of  foe  moment. 
His  lectures  were  famous  for 
their  ability  to  make  foe  most 
complex  of  technical  issues 
understandable  to  srientifical- 
ly  illiterate  an  historians  — 
not  by  talking  down  to  them 
but  by  foe  total  lutidity  of  his 
reasoning. 

He  retired  from  the 
Courtauld  Institute  in  1976. 
but  continued  teaching  and 
advising.  In  the  year  before 
his  retirement  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  Professor  of  Chemistry  at 
foe  Royal  Academy  of  Arts 
and  for  ten  years  gave  an 
annual  course  on  foe  princi¬ 
ples  of  colour  and  light  that 
became  required  viewing  for 
practising  painters  and  art 
students.  He  also  continued  to 
publish  academic  papers  from 
his  Sussex  home,  working  on 
mathematical  models  for  the 
material  nature  of  works  of  art 
and  how  they  interacted  with 
moisture  and  light. 

Rees  Jones  was  an  im¬ 
mensely  kind  and  likeable 
man.  admired  and  fondly 
recalled  by  the  many  students 
he  taught-  Small  of  stature, 
alert  and  quizzical  in  expres¬ 
sion.  he  would  regard  one 
obliquely,  foe  suspicion  of 
amusement  suddenly  becom¬ 
ing  a  disarming  smile. 

His  contribution  to  the 
world  of  conservation  must  be 
measured  both  by  his  own 
considerable  achievements 
and  by  foe  legacy  oF  the 
leading  conservators  around 
the  world  who  owe  their 
expertise  to  him.  He  himself 
seems  to  have  founded  some¬ 
thing  of  a  con  sen1  a  non  dynas¬ 
ty.  one  or  his  sons  (also 
Stephen)  is  a  conservator  and 
also  became  head  of  the  tech¬ 
nology  department  at  the 
Courtauld  Institute  and  a 
granddaughter  is  a  gifted 
archaeological  scientist. " 


news 

Abortion  ‘will  be  poll  issue’ 

■  Cardinal  Basil  Hume  will  tomorrow /put  abortion  firmly  on 
the  election  agenda  when  he  describes  it  as  a  “great  evil"  in  his 
strongest  condemnation  so  far  on  the  issue. 

The  intervention  by  the  spiritual  leader  of  the  4.4  million 
Roman  Catholics  in  England  and  Wales  will  encourage  the 
further  mobilisation  of  anti-abortion  supporters,  who  have 
pledged  to  turn  it  into  a  vital  election  issue . Page  1 

Sales  bring  back  ‘feel-good’  factor 

■  The  return  of  consumer  confidence  was  confirmed  as  stores 

and  shopping  centres  reported  a  record  start  to  the  post- 
Christmas  sales.  The  Nationwide  Building  Society  said  900,000 
households  had  been  freed  from  negative  equity . Page  1 


Free  training 

John  Major  will  announce  plans 
to  offer  every  adult  in  the  country 
free  computer  training . —  Page  I 

Family’s  anguish 

The  parents  and  brother  of  one  of 
the  British  nursesfaring  public  ex¬ 
ecution  in  Saudi  Arabia  described 
their  anguish  as  "every  family's 
nightmare" - Page  2 

Yachtsman  rescued 

The  British  yachtsman  who  res¬ 
cued  a  fellow  competitor  in  a 
round-the-world  race  during  terri¬ 
ble  storms  spoke  of  his  relief  at 
finding  him  alive . —  Page  3 

Airliners  found 

Two  British  airliners  may  have 
been  found  almost  SO  years  after 
their  unsolved  disappearance  in 
the  Bermuda  Triangle - Page  6 

Echo  of  the  past 

Experts  have  successfully  played 
back  the  world’s  earliest  video  re¬ 
cordings  for  the  first  time  in  70 
years  ago - — - - Page  9 


Date  to  remember 

Britons  will  labour  for  144  days  in 
1997  just  to  pay  their  taxes  for  the 
year - — _ _ Page  ll 

Royal  celebration 

The  House  of  Grimaldi  celebrates 
its  700th  anniversary  as  the  long¬ 
est-reigning  Royal  Family  in 
Europe  next  month _ Page  12 

Fund-raising  row 

A  Thai-American  businesswoman  ’ 
who  was  a  heavy  Clinton  cam¬ 
paign  contributor  emerged  as  a 
central  figure  in  the  furore  over 
fund-raising . -..Page  13 

Israel  prepares 

The  Israeli  Prime  Minister.  Binya- 
min  Netanyahu,  has  asked  for  an 
increase  in  the  defence  budget  as 
officials  began  preparing  for  a  war 
with  Syria . . Page  14 

Belgrade  celebrations 

Protesters  sang  in  Belgrade  after  a 
fact-finding  mission  backed  oppo¬ 
sition  claims  that  it  had  won  local 
elections... . . . _ . Page  15 


Cleaner  reveals  the  Kremlin  dirt 

■The  most  experienced  mover  along  the  Kremlin’s  treacherous 
corridors  of  power  has  revealed  what  many  Russians  had  long 
suspected.  Polina  Malinkina.  who  has  been  a  cleaner  at  die 
Kremlin  since  1937.  says  the  elite  can  be  divided  into  two  groups 
—  those  who  wipe  their  feet  and  those  who  do  not . Page  1 


THE  TIMES  TODAY 
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Battersea  Park  in  London  was  blanketed  by  snow  yesterday  as  forecasters  predicted  heavier  foils  over  die  new  year  bank  holiday.  Page  5 


Manifesto  promises:  The  el¬ 
ectorate  will  require  not  just  a 
tantalising  prospectus  of  tit¬ 
bits  for  a  fifth  term  but  a 
sense  of  purpose,  and  leader¬ 
ship  . . . Page  19 

Reconnaissance  man:  Echo¬ 
ing  the  celebrations  which 
marked  the  1992  anniversary 
of  Christopher  Columbus's 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic. 
Italy  will  next  year  remember 
John  Cabot . . Page  19 

John  Redwood:  single  curren¬ 
cy:  Elgin  Marbles:  pedestrian 
London. _ Page  19 


1 

Simon  Jenkins:  In  Glouces¬ 
tershire.  architecture  sings  in 
every  register.  A  medieval 
museum  could  be  filled  with 
the  treasures  of  this  glorious 
county’s  churches — Page  18 
Sean  French:  How  will  you 
react  when  you  hand  a  chap¬ 
ter  of  your  novel  to  your  wife 
and  she  mutters  "that  doesn't 
make  sense"? Page  18 

Gwilym  Lewis.  1916  fighter 
ace;  Alan  Graham  Apley,  or¬ 
thopaedic  surgeon;  Profes¬ 
sor  Stephen  Rees  Jones,  art 
conservationist _ Page  21 


Pay  offs:  Directors  of  North¬ 
ern  Electric,  who  lost  their 
bid  battle  against  CE  Electric 
of  America,  are  in  line  for 
£2.4  million  payoffs  Page  23 

Game  wan  Sega  Enterprises 
has  been  forced  to  issue  a 
profits  warning  by  the  video 
game  war  after  writing  off 

outdated  stocks  . Page  23 

House  prices  Recovery  has 
freed  900,000  households 
from  negative  equity  Page  23 
Markets  The  FT-SE  100  fell 
to  4091.0.  Sterling  rose  to  95.6 
after  rising  from  $1.6740  to 
$L69t7  and  DM2jKH6  to 
DM2£311 — •. _ Page  26 


Cricket:  Rain  came  to  En-. 
gland’s  aid  in  the  second  Test 
match  in  Harare — Page  44 
Rugby  union:  The  arrival  of 
Thierry  Lacroix  may  be  good 
news  for  Harlequins  but  it 
means  that  another  dub  will 
be  employing  an  import  at 

stand-off  half. - Page  44 

Racing:  Frost  ruled  out  meet¬ 
ings  at  Kempton  Park  and 
Wetherby  and  claimed  to¬ 
day's  Newbury.  Folkestone 
and  Huntingdon  — Page  37 

FootbaB:  Cesare  Maldini.  foe 
new  manager  of  Italy,  will 
check  on  the  form  of  Chel¬ 
sea's  imports _ Page  44 


Images  of  *9&  One  picture 

tells  a  story - Page  10 

Easy  listening:  All  the 

winners - Page  27 

Top  restaurants:. Page  30 

Weekend 

Holidays:  More  ...  and 

more  adventurous.  Page  1 


Year  In  the  Aits:  From  Sir 
Simon  Rattle  conducting 
the  world’s  largest  sym¬ 
phony  orchestra  to  the  fire 
that  gutted  La  Fenice  Op¬ 
era  House  in  Venice,  and 
from  the  fight  to  keep  die 
Becket  casket  in  Britain  to 
the  critical  battle  over  Sir 
Cliff  Richard's  Heathcliff 
—  Richard  Morrison  sur¬ 
veys -an  eventful  year  of 
culture— _ _ _ ..Page  17 
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Year  of  die  Lotus;  hunting 
by  car.  green  haulier,  com¬ 
pany  car  drivers. 


Shopping:  The  fashion 

sales  guide - Page  3 

Gardening:  What  vegeta¬ 
bles  are  in  and  out  Page  3 

10  15 

Year  to  remember:  Page  6 
Space  taxis:  A  challenge 

for  you - Page  9 

Recommends: . Page  11 
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Active  breaks:  Try  new 

interests - Page  22 

TV  &  radio: _ 2340 

Books:  Reviews  and  our 
bestseller  list. - 7-12 
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THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,362 

..  y  , .  A  limited  edition,  1970  vintage  bottle  of  Aberiour 

^  =,  '  L-  ’  a  single  malt  whisky,  the  only  mail  whisky  to  have  twice 

won  the  prestigious  Cold  Medal  and  Pot  Still  Trophy 
at  the  International  Wine  &  Spirit  Competition,  will 
be  given  for  the  first  five  correct  solutions  opened  next  Thursday.  Entries 
should  be  addressed  to:  TheTimes.  Saturday  Crossword  Competition. PO 
Bar 486,  Virginia  Street.  London  El  9DD.  The  winners  and  solution  will 
be  published  next  Saturday. 

Name/ Address . . . . . . . . . . 


ACROSS 

I  Compose  a  piano  duet  to  relax  (7). 

5  Spoilt  child  that  is  singing  and 
dancing  (7). 

9  A  disguise  may  be  said  to  be 
useful  (5). 

10  Dance  act  (4.5). 

1 1  Run  committee  that  frames  con¬ 
trols  on  cars  (9). 

12  Undercurrent  perceptible  in  An¬ 
glo-French  articles  (5k 

13  Dives  in  a  new  revolutionary 
dock  |51. 

15  One  can  lake  cycle  by  rail  for  this 
route  (9). 

18  Rest  on  one's  oars,  coming  to 
coast  (9). 

19  Cafi  for  peace  from  English  in 
diplomatic  approach  (5). 

21  Halfheartedly  seek  to  influence  a 
peer  (5). 

23  Glasses  needed  to  see  these  ships 
(9). 

25  Hunt  woods  after  straying  sheep 
(9k 

26  The  soul  of  a  laiHess  creature  (5). 

27  Discharged  like  a  jumpy  pilot  (7). 

28  Ceremonial  staff  possessed  by 
Gatml’s  island  (7). 

Solution  to  PuaJc  No  20357 
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DOWN 

1  An  orchestra  playing  in  desert  (7). 

2  Specious  order  to  sup  with  Belial 
P). 

3  Politician  colder  notice  to  speak 
off  the  cuff  (23). 

4  Unexpected  occasion  when  a  tie  is 
not  wanted  (5,4). 

5  Soap  on  top  of  disb  went  hard  (5). 

6  Onset  of  vanity  evident  in  brazen¬ 
faced  bankrupt  (9). 

7  Object  about  write-up  that’s  mal¬ 
adroit  (5). 

8  Knitted  wear-one  in  wash  on  the 
line  (7). 

14  One  taking  over  Panama,  say. 
has  to  retire  from  army  (6-3). 

16  Unemployed  workers  found  jobs 
in  Satanic  mills?  (4.5). 

17  A  tine  scientist  performed  in 
theatre  (9). 

18  Penalises  two  points  for  trick  (7). 
20  After  match,  tucked  in  with  a  wfll 

C7). 

22  Cruel  conspirator  thus  addressed 
(5). 

23  Held  good  rose  (5). 

24  Eggsbaped  oxygen  tank  borne 
by  Everest  leader  (5). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20361 
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Luest  Rood  and  Weather  conditions 
IK  Weather- AH  regions  0330444  910 
IK  Roads  ■  M  regions  0334  401  410 
treble  M2S  0334  401  740 

M25  and  Link  Roads  0334401  7*7 

National  Mocorwajrs  0334  401  748 

Corenenai  Eirepe  0334401  910 

Channel  raring  0334  401  388 

Moeortag;  Ed  Heathrow 
8  Gatericfc  abporo 


IGamtakakpons  0334  407  SOS 

Weather  by  Fax  &n»Matoaa 
Dial  0334  Hfoired  by  area  nuttocr  from  your  to 
VbcCdmy  4M1M  SncM  414340 

Wales  414  33S  414  3*1 

l*dbndi  414  334  London  414  3*3 

i\Ull 

hLEast  414  339  *14  397 

Medax  Marine 

kirfrar  tenure  forecasts  *14  398 

World  City  Waartfanr  ^etoa. 

153  destinations  world  wide 
6  day  forecast 

by  Phone  (SaJ  0334  411214 

by  Fax  (Index  page)  0334  414333 

Motoring 

Europe  Coaury  by  Country  0334  401  88S 

European  fuel  costs  0334  401  884 

Fiend*  Motorway*  0334  401887 

Swpart  Mongolian  0334401  882 

OWeytad  Parts  0334  401409 

UShuede  0334401895 

[A4|  Car  reports  by  fax 

no*  and  used  car  ieporu  front 
dwAA  mem  of  195  cars  0334  414  399 

Oial  from  your  (dc  handset 
you  may  hare  id  set  to  pofl  reccm  mode 


Cals  are  charged  as  4Sp  per  mlnuiB  cheap  race. 
SCp  per  mnuce  ac  afl  other  noses 


HOURS  OF  DARKNESS 
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Sunrises:  Sen 

«  06  am  365 


■IMH  9.44  am 

New  moon  January  9 
London  3  59  pm  to  8  £6  em 
Bristol  4  C9  pm  to  8  16  .am 
Edinburgh  3  45  pm  la  944  w. 
Manchester  3  56  pm  to  825  am 
Penzance  4  27  pm  to  221  am 


359  pm 

Moon  uses 
8JJ3  pm 
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Moon  sets  Moon  nse» 


10.13  am 

New  moon  January  9 
London  4  00  pm  to  8  06  am 
Bristol  4  09  om  to  8  16  am 
EdMwrgh  3  46  pm  te  a  44  .im 
Manchester  357  pm  to  825  am 
Penzance  428  pm  (a  821  am 
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Yesterday:  Highest  djy  n  amp:  A-^lesey 
s Of.  CuWrow  ConaoaT.  BC  :W.;  tones;  day 

?**  CariA-.  OC  ngtest 

EataTMfc.  CutOta  OZBr  Nghas  sunsHna: 
5r*mpoi:.  MecKTywh; 


□  General:  England  and  Wales  wfll 
have  a  mainly  diy.  cold  day  with  some 
sunshine,  though  it  may  begin  rather 
cloudy  in  places.  Some  light  wintry 
showers  will  fall  over  North  Sea 
coasts.  Frost  will  be  fairty  widespread 
early  and  Jate,  and  it  will  be  rather 
breezy  in  the  South. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  will 
be  mostly  dry  and  bright  with  sunny 
spells,  though  patchy  overnight  fog 
may  be  slow  to  dear  from  some 
places.  The  odd  wintry  shower  is 
possible  over  eastern  Scotland.  It  will 
be  cold  for  the  most  part,  with  frost 
morning  and  evening. 

□  London,  SE  England,  Central  S 
England,  E  Midlands,  W  Midlands, 
Channel  Isles,  SW  England,  S 
Wales:  cloudy,  then  sunny  spells. 
Wind  northeast,  moderate  or  fresh. 
Max  4C  (39  F), 

□  E  Anglia,  E  England,  NE  Eng- 


land.  Borders,  Edinburgh  &  Dun¬ 
dee,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow:  cloudy, 
with  wintry  showers.  Bridit  at  times. 
Wind  northeast,  mainly  fight  or  mod¬ 
erate.  Max  4C  (39F). 

□  N  Wales,  NW  England,  Lake 
District,  Isle  of  Man,  Central  N 
England,  SW  Scotland:  mostly  diy. 
with  dear  spells.  Wind  northeast,  light 
or  moderate.  Max  4C  (39F).  . 

□  Central  Highlands,  Argyll,  NW 
Scotland:  dry,  wfth  dear  or  surety 
spelts.  Wind  east  or  southeast,  manly 
light  Max  SC  (41 F). 

U  Moray  Firth,  NE  Scotland,  Ork¬ 
ney,  Shetland:  mainly  dry,  with  dear 
or  sunny  intervals.  Wind  north  or 
northeast,  light  Max  5C  (41 F). 

□  N  Ireland:  dry,  with  dear  or  sunny 
spells.  Isolated  fog  patches  lingering. 
Wind  east,  mainlylighL  Max 5C  (41 F)- 

□  Outlook:  cold  and  frosty,  with 
wintry  showers  in  the  east 
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'  -  «—  Sea 

-  -  calm  CMM  conditions 


Now  On 

Hundreds  of  genuine  Reductions  on 
Bedsteads,  Mattresses  &  Divans, 
Accessory  Furniture  &  exquisite  Linens, 
many  at  HALF  Price! 

From  our  Empire  Range  Chatelaine 
solid  dterrywood  Lit  Bateau 
was  £2050 

Now /i  840 


5V  x6’6" Chatteris  Luxury 
Double  Pocket  Divan  Set 
was  £2325 

Now £1625 


Q 

Z 

< 


Gothic  style  Bedstead  in  Hand 
^0%.  Forged  Iron 

mjff!  Now  ^60 


For  full  details  of  these  and  other  Sale. Items 
contact  our  showrooms  at 

Bags  Road,  London  0171 731  3593 
TlinbfJ^ge  Wafii  0189  251  5099,  Belfast  01233  324154 
w6i  ^2139*,  Edtnburcii  01512236998 
0*38437  4717*  Harrogate  01423503060 
Eaher,  Surrey  01372464838,  Kanoidc  0176  S77  4881 
Rue (n PetcnSeU}  01730894754 

And  So  To  Bed  Studios  at 
Mlddfesbomngfa  01642^0988.  Bath  01225444554 
Hmmitfr  01912616969,  Crimxbjr  01472353251 
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WORKING  WEEK 


Action  man  who 
thrives  in  a 
toy  battlefield 
PAGE  25 


BUSINESS 


Graham  Seaijeant 
on  investing 
in  the  new  year 
PAGE  27 


SPORT 


Pienaar  ready  for 
new  lease  of  life 
in  English  rugby 
PAGES  37-44 


IRE  HIDDEN 
ASSETS  OF 
WILLIS 
CORROON 
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BUSINESS  EDITOR  Lindsay  Cook 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28  1996 


Directors  to  share  almost  £2.6m  in  payoffs  and  options 


Golden  goodbyes  at  N orthern 


By  Christine  Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL  CORRESPONDENT 


DIRECTORS  of  Northern 
Electric  wDl  share  almost 
£2.6  million  in  payofis  and 
options  after  the  company's 
£782  million  takeover  py  CE 
Electric,  of  America. 

The  payments,  arising  from 
Northern's  defeat  in  a  bitterly 
fought  battle,  will  increase  to 
more  than  E77_S  min  inn  the 
windfall  due  to  utility  chiefs 
after  their  privatised  companies 
succumbed  to  takeover  bids. 

Tte  payoffs  will  incense  the 
Labour  Party,  which  has 
mounted  a  relentless  cam¬ 
paign  against  high  salaries 


and  compensation 
for  utility  chiefs.  • 

Its  Treasury  team,  winch  is 
preparing  to  impose  a  windfall 
tax  on  the  privatised  utilities 
should  Labour  win  the  general 
election,  recently  highlighted 
payoffs  and  benefits  totalling 
£19  million  for  utility  directors 
involved  in  takeovers. 

Those  figures  were  compiled 
before  Northern's  takeover  and 
before  the  agreed  bids  for  East 
Midlands  and  London  Electric¬ 
ity.  Protests  greeted  die  an¬ 
nouncement  of  a  £1.6  million 
payment  to  William  Courtney, 
71,  chairman  of  Southern  Wat¬ 
er  when  it  was  acquired  by 
ScottishPOwer. 


Northern  directors  will  re¬ 
ceive  pay-offs*  worth  t2A  mil¬ 
lion  and  the  four  main 
directors  win  make  share  op¬ 
tion  profits  of  £170,000. 

All  Northern  directors  are 
entitled  to  two  years'  salary 
payment  cat  termination  of 
employment  and  it  is  likely 
that  some  pension  consider¬ 
ation  will  be  added. 

It  1$  not  expected  that 
Northern's  board  will  survive 
more  than  a  few  weeks  once 
CE  Electric  is  fully  installed, 
although  one  director  could 
escape  the  axe. 

Tony  Hadfield,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  will  walk  away  with  the 
largest  package.  On  a  salary 


of  £184,000  and  with  pension 
contributions  last  year  of 
£131,00,  he  is  likely  to  receive 
more  than  E700.000.  Mr  Had¬ 
field  will  also  make  an  instant 
£27,300  profit  from  share  op¬ 
tions.  David  Morris,  chair¬ 
man,  can  expect  at  least 
£550,000  to  compensate  for  the 
loss  of  a  £130.000  salary  and 
£125,000  pension  contribu¬ 
tions.  His  share  options  will 
net  a  £40,000  profit. 

The  board  will  continue 
briefly  into  the  new  year  as  the 
full  handover  of  the  company 
is  stalled  by  the  holidays. 

Northern  has  yet  to  advise 
shareholders  to  accept  the 
offer  after  CE  Electric  scraped 


to  success  by  winning  50 3  per 
cent  of  acceptances  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  Large  institutions, 
which  had  supported  North¬ 
ern's  defence  against  the  the 
US  group  headed  by 
CalEnergy,  have  also  still  to 
declare  their  hands. 

Prudential  lifted  its  stake  in 
Northern  to  12^7  per  cent  on 
Christmas  Eve  after  a  last- 
ditch  attempt  to  save  the 
company.  It  convinced  inves¬ 
tors  with  more  than  900,000 
shares  to  revoke  acceptances 
and  take  the  same  amount  of 
cash  from  the  Pru.  But  it  is 
thought  likely  that  the  hitherto 
forthright  support  from  some 
groups,  which  also  included 


M&G  and  Foreign  &  Colonial, 
will  crumble  and  they  too  wDl 
accept  the  650p  a  share  offer. 

Of  Northern’s  board  it  is 
thought  that  only  Ron  Dixon, 
the  commercial  director,  wfll 
be  able  to  survive  under  David 
Sokol,  chairman  and  chief 
executive  of  CE  Electric. 

It  is  likely  that  a  CalEnergy 
executive  will  step  in  to  lead 
the  Newcastle-based  company 
and  report  to  Mr  Sokol. 

Northern,  which  survived  a 
hostile  bid  by  Trafalgar  House, 
wifi  cease  to  be  listed.  It  will  be 
replaced  in  the  FT-SE  250  index 
fay  Mayflower  Corporation,  the 
automotive  design  and  com¬ 
ponents  company. 


B&Q  poised 
to  create 
1,800  jobs 


By  Martin  Barrow 


B&Q*  the  do-it-yourself  retail¬ 
er,  experts  to  create  L800 jobs 
in  1997  through  store  open¬ 
ings  and  refurbishments. 

Tbe  recruitment  drive, 
which  will  increase  B&Q’s 
workforce  by  10  per  cent, 
takes  place  as  DIY  drains 
enjoy  a  sharp  recovery  in 
business  as  a  result  of  die 
upturn  in  the  bousing  market 

Most  of  tbejobs  will  be¬ 
come  available  m  B&Q’s  new 
Warehouse  outlets,  which 
serve  the  bufldmg  trade  as 
well  as  the  DIY  sector.  Five 
new  outlets,  each  employing 
up  to  2S0  people,  wfll  open 
during  1997  at  Coventry.  Wal¬ 
lasey  in  Merseyside,  Bury 
near  Manchester.  Stockton- 
on-Tees  and  Enfield. 

The  rest  of  tbe  new  jobs  will 
be  created  in  B&Q  Super¬ 
centre:  die  company's  main 
chain,  with  ten  new  or  refurb¬ 
ished  outlets  planned  for 1997. 

Tbe  new  jobs  win  be  evenly 
split  between  part-time  and 
fufl-tunc  staff.  Older  people 
will  benefit  from  B&Q’s  policy 
of  actively  recruiting  people 
aged  over  5a 

B&Q  is  Britain’s  leading 
DIY  retailer,  with  a  15.9  per 
cent  share  of  the  market  The 
company  has  annual  turn¬ 
over  of  almost  £L3  billion. 
Earlier  this  month,  B&Q, 
which  is  part  of  tbe  Kingfish¬ 
er  retailing  combine,  said  that 
like-for-Uke  sales  rose  by  12.7 
per  cent  in  the  third  quarter. 


Bill  Whiting,  managing  director  of  B&Q  Warehouse,  which  is  due  to  open  five  new  outlets  next  year 


Tempus  tips 
gallop  to 
19.9%  rise 


OUR  Tempus  portfolio  of  1996 
share  tips  has  ended  the  year 
up  19.9  per  cent,  outperform¬ 
ing  the  benchmark  FT-SE  All 
Share  index,  used  as  a  guide 
by  actuaries  and  pension 
funds,  which  rose  almost  II 
percent. 

None  of  the  share  tips  fell 
and  ladbroke.  the  best  per¬ 
former,  rose  a  pleasing  58  per 
cent  Ladbroke  was  chosen  at 
a  low  ebb  when  Vernons,  its 
pods  business,  was  suffering 
from  the  effect  of  the  National 
Lottery,  and  when  the  City 
was  concerned  about  its  bal¬ 
ance  sheet.  But  in  1996 
Ladbroke  enjoyed  rising  room 
rates  for  its  hotels  and  die 
shares  were  further  helped  by 
bid  speculation. 

Tempus  also  outperformed 
its  rival  Questor  column  in 
The  Daily  Telegraph,  where 
the  tips  suffered  an  average 
2.44  per  cent  fail.  Watch  out 
for  the  Tempus  1997  share  tips 
next  week. 
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Nearly  lm  escape 
homes  equity  trap 


By  Gavin  Lumsden 
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RECOVERY  in  the  property 
market  has  freed  900,000 
households  from 
itity  in  1996,  the  Nf 
Building  Society  says. 

There  are  now  800.000 
households  with  negative  eq- . 
uity,  down  from  1.7  million  at 
the  end  of  1995.  the  Nation¬ 
wide  says.  It  predicts  a  fall  to 
170.000  by  the  end  of  1997  and 
to  40,000  by  December  1998. 

However,  the  society  says 
that  a  “hard  core"  of  negative 
equity  will  persist,  particular¬ 
ly  for  buyers  of  starter  homes 
and  poor-quality  flat  conver¬ 
sions  in  the  1980s  boom. 

Release  from  negative  equi¬ 
ty  has  been  particularly 
marked  in  London  and  die 
Home  Counties,  areas  badly 
hit  by  file  recessirai  in  the  early 


1990s.  House  prices  in  Greater 
London  and  the  South-East 
have  risen  by  more  than  10  per 
cent  in  1996,  against  a  national 
average  rise  of  85  per  cent 

Paul  Sanderson,  Nationwide 
bead  of  research,  said  the 
recovery  in  the  London  proper¬ 
ty  market  was  broadly  based 
and  would  spread  in  1997, 
particularly  to  the  Midlands. 
South  West  and  East  Anglia. 

In  the  past  quarter,  these  re¬ 
gions  have  had  underlying 
price  rises  of  up  to  1.9  per  cenL 
Yorkshire  and  Humberside 
and  the  North  West  have  seen 
a  L7  per  cent  price  rise,  and 
prices  in  Northern  Ireland 
rose  3  per  cent  Wales  and 
Scotland  had  rises  of  just  0 2. 
per  cent  and  05  per  .cent 
respectively,  in  the  quarter. 


Actuaries  warn  on 
bond  guarantees 


By  Caroline  Merrell 


THE  Institute  of  Actuaries  has 
issued  a  strong  warning  about 
the  sale  of  investment  bonds 
with  returns  linked  to  rises  in 
the  UK  stock  market  Its  warn¬ 
ing  comes  amid  growing  con¬ 
cern  about  guarantees  offered 
on  these  products. 

Investors  have  poured  mil¬ 
lions  into  stock  market  bonds, 
attracted  by  their  low-risk  na¬ 
ture.  Most  are  five-year  invest¬ 
ments  which  promise  to  pay  a 
return  if  the  market  rises,  but 
will  rally  return  the  original 
investment  if  it  falls.  The  Insti¬ 
tute  claims  the  chances  of 
receiving  only  the  original  sum 
are  much  higher  than  the 
banks,  building  societies  and 
life  insurance  companies  daim. 
Pieter  Nowell,  chairman  of  the 
institute's  life  board,  said: 


"Marketing  material  makes 
great  play  of  the  fact  that  the 
UK  and  US  equity  indices 
have  not  fallen  in  any  five-year 
period  since  1984.  Looking 
bade  further  gives  the  chances 
of  an  index  falling  over  five 
years  at  around  20  to  25  per 
cent.  For  some  bonds  this  can 
make  the  difference  between 
getting  a  105  per  cent  per 
annum  return  or  merely  get¬ 
ting  a  return  of  capital." 

The  Personal  Investment  Au¬ 
thority  is  known  to  be  investi¬ 
gating  the  marketing  of  bonds. 
Lf  the  PIA  decides  that  the 
products  have  been  missold. 
then  it  could  order  the  product 
providers  to  offer  customers  a 
refund  of  their  money. 


Weekend  Money,  page  29 


Sega  takes  a  hit  in  game  wars 


By  Ajlasdair  Murray 


SEGA  Enterprises,  the  Japa¬ 
nese  video  game  company. 
-  issued  a  profits  warning  yes¬ 
terday  as  the  three-way  com¬ 
puter  games  console  war 
continued  to  take  its  tolL 

Sega  said- that  it  would  be 
forced  to  take  a  Y23  billion 
(£120  mfllkm)  exceptional 
charge  with  its  fall-year  re¬ 
sults,  blaming  the  need  to 

write  off  supplies  of  its  outdat¬ 
ed  16-bit  game  players.  The 
company  said  that  it  would 
either  sell  its  unwanted  prod¬ 
ucts.  which  are  valued  at 
about  Y7  billion,  at  a  discount 
or  dispose  of  them. 

Sega’s  16-bit  console  is  a 
victim  of  the  aggressive  battle 
for  control  of  the  games 
market  as  the  three  main 
console  manufacturers  con¬ 
centrate  on  die  more  ad- 


Nintendo,  creator  of  Soper  Mario,  is  challenging  Sega 


vanned  32-bit  and  64-bit  ma¬ 
chines.  But  Sega's  32-bit 
machine,  the  Sega  Satu  rn,  has 
also  been,  struggling  against 
competition  from  Sony's  32- 


bit  Playstation.  Earlier  this 
month  WH  Smith  said  it 
would  no  longer  be  selling 
Sega  Saturn  games,  hitting 
sales  over  the  Christmas  per¬ 


iod  when  about  25  per  cent  of 
all  computer  games  pur¬ 
chases  are  made.  Smith  said 
consumer  demand  in  its 
shops  was  targeted  towards 
Playstation  or  multimedia  PC 
software.  Sony  has  sold  about 
500.000  Playstations  in  the 
UK.  against  200.000  Satums. 

Early  signs  are  that  Sega  is 
also  bong  hit  by  the  launch  of 
Nintendo's  stare-of-tbe-art  64- 
bit  machine,  which  has  sold 
strongly  in  America  and  Ja¬ 
pan.  The  Nintendo  64  is 
scheduled  to  be  launched  in 
the  UK  in  early  March. 

Sega  added  that  it  would 
also  be  taking  a  charge  to 
cover  accumulated  losses  of 
$215  minion  at  its  US  subsid¬ 
iary.  Net  parent  profits  are 
now  forecast  to  be  about  two 
thirds  smaller  at  Y5J1  billion, 
compared  with  previous  pre¬ 
dictions  of  Y16  billion. 
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If  you’re  thinking  about  investing, 
you  should  invest  some  of  your  time 
reading  the  latest 
Issue  of  The  Mercury 
Investor's  Guide. 
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Laporte  rounds  off  its 
revamp  with  £110m  sale 


By  Eric  Reguly 

LAPORTE.  the  chemicals 
group,  yesterday  largely  com¬ 
pleted  its  global  restructuring 
by  selling  one  of  its  main  Euro¬ 
pean  businesses  for  £110  mil¬ 
lion.  Jim  leng.  chief  executive, 
said  that  the  company  is  now 
poised  for  expansion  again. 

Laporte  sold  the  bulk  of  its 
European  adhesives,  sealants 
and  coatings  operations  to  Elf 
Atochem,  the  French  energy 
group.  The  disposal  of  the  bus¬ 
inesses,  which  had  an  annual 
turnover  of  £100  million,  will 
result  in  a  goodwill  write-off  of 
£50  million  and  an  exceptional 
gain  of  £28  million.  The  funds 
will  be  used  to  eliminate 
Lapone's  debt 

Mr  Leng  said:  “We  wanted 
to  put  the  house  in  good  order 
before  1997.  Now  we’ve  got  an 
internationally  competitive 
business  with  no  debt." 

The  restructuring  began  in 
1995.  after  a  strategic  review 
determined  that  the  company 
was  fighting  on  too  many 
fronts  in  too  many  countries. 
The  goal,  implemented  by  a 
new  executive  team,  was  to 
focus  the  group  on  speciality 
chemicals  and  materials  and 


l 


Jim  Leng  says  that  the  restructured  Laporte  is  again  on  the  look-out  for  acquisitions 


strive  for  top  market  positions 
in  those. 

The  company,  which  had 
acquired  more  than  100 
operating  companies  since 
1980.  has  cut  this  number  by  a 
third.  Diverse  operations,  with 
collective  turnover  of  about 
£200  million,  in  South  Ameri¬ 
ca  —  including  a  clay  mine  in 


Peru  —  South-East  Asia  and 
North  America  were  shed. 
The  worldwide  payroll  has 
fallen  by  15  per  cent,  to  6.000. 

The  effort,  including  the  sale 
to  Elf  Atochem,  has  raised  £170 
million.  Further  funds  will  be 
raised  if  any  of  the  remaining 
North  American  companies, 
including  the  adhesives  and 


sealant  operations,  are  sold. 
Lazard  Freres,  the  investment 
firm,  is  reviewing  the  North 
American  portfolio. 

Mr  Leng  said  that  Laporte 
is  likely  to  expand  by  acquisi¬ 
tion  in  1997.  Its  requirements 
are  companies  with  interna¬ 
tional  presence  and  potential 
for  market  leadership,  he  said. 


Go-ahead 
for  Costain 
sell-offs 

By  Eric  Reguly 

SHAREHOLDERS  of 
Costain,  the  troubled  'con¬ 
struction  group,  yesterday 
approved  the  proposed  sale 
of  £52  million  in  assets. 

The  company’s  one-third 
stake  in  the  Spitalfields  dev¬ 
elopment  In  Loudon  is  to  be 
bought  by  Metacorp  of  Ma¬ 
laysia  for  £23.4  million  and 
die  US  coal  business  is 
going  to  Rencoal  Inc  of 
America  for  £28.6  million. 
The  coal  disposal  had  been 
expected  since  July  when 
Lonrho  palled  out  of  a  deaL 
Sir  Christopher  Benson, 
the  chairman,  who  is  step¬ 
ping  down  along  with  Alan 
Lovell,  chief  executive;  said 
that  the  sales  would  allow 
the  company  to  concentrate 
on  its  core  construction  and 
engineering  businesses. 

A  group  of  dissident 
shareholders  picketed  the 
extraordinary  meeting  with 
a  mock  “Costain  dosing 
down  sale"  auction. 

They  said  they  would 
attend  another  meeting  on 
January  6.  called  to  approve 
the  issue  or  more  shares. 
Co  stain  shares  were  sus¬ 
pended  at  46p  last  month. 


Days  lost  to 
strikes  highest 
since  1990 


By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 

’  is  heading  for  its  far  from  dead.  Strikes  this 
kfrhii  year  since  the  year  in  the  Post  Office,  on  the 


BRITAIN  is  heading  for  its 
most  strike-hit  year  since  the 
end  of  the  19S0s  after  a  rash  of 
industrial  actions  in  the  sum¬ 
mer,  new  government  figures 
will  show.  Whitehall  officials 
expect  the  final  count  of  days 
lost  through  strikes  this  year  to 
be  about  1.25  million  —  some 
three  times  higher  than  the 
total  number  of  working  days 
lost  through  strikes  in  1995, 
when  41SJD0Q  days  were  lost 

Figures  to  be  published  by 
the  Government’s  Office  for 
National  Statistics  in  the  new 
year  will  confirm  that  Brit¬ 
ain's  strike  record  for  1996  will 
be  the  worst  since  1990.  when 
a  long-running  dispute  in  the 
engineering  tndukiy  over 
shorter  working  hours  pushed 
the  overall  number  of  working 
days  lost  through  strikes  up  to 
1.9  million. 

While  the  increase  in  strike 
activity  does  not  necessarily 
imply  any  long-term  return  of 
union  militancy  or  strikes,  the 
sharp  rise  in  Britain's  strike 
record  shows  that  though 
dormant  union  activity  and 
poor  industrial  relations  are 
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London  Underground,  in  the 
fire  service  and  in  a  range  of 
regional  rail  companies  have 
prompted  Ian  Lang.  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  issue 
a  consultative  green  paper 
aimed  at  outlawing  such 
strikes  where  they  nave  a 
"disproportionate"  effect. 
Ministers  will  use  the  suggest¬ 
ed  measures  to  have  detailed 
proposals  ready  in  time  for  the 
general  election. 

The  total  for  1996  will  push 
the  average  for  the  1990s  up  to . 
some  1.5  million.  Yet  this  still 
compares  well  with  previous 
decades. 

In  the  1950s,  Britain  lost  on 
average  annually  some  33 
million  working  days  through 
strikes,  rising  to  4.9  million  in 
the  1960s  and  peaking  at  203 
million  in  the  1970s,  affected 
heavily  by  the  two '  miners’ 
strikes  of  1972  and  1974,  and 
the  winter  of  discontent  of 
1975-1979.  Strikes  then  fell 
bade  in  the  1980s  to  an  annual 
average  of  8.1  million  working 
days  lost 


Surprise  fall 
in  orders  for 
US  durables 

From  a  Correspondent 

ORDERS  for  costly  US  man¬ 
ufactured  goods  dropped  un¬ 
expectedly  in  November 
because  of  weaker  demand 
for  computer  components  and 
communications  equipment, 
the  Commerce  Department 
said  yesterday. 

New  orders  for  all  types  of 
durable  goods  fell  1.6  per  cent 
in  November  to  a  seasonally 
adjusted  $1713  billion.  It  was 
the  first  decline  in  three 
months  and  in  sharp  contrast 
to  the  forecasts  of  Wall  Street 
economists  for  a  0.1  per  cent 
rise  in  orders,  dispelling  fears 
of  a  rise  in  interest  rates. 

The  decrease  in  November 
orders  came  after  a  revised  03 
per  cent  gain  in  October  and  a 
45  per  cent  rise  in  September 
orders.  Previously,  the  depart¬ 
ment  said  October  orders  had 
risen  only  03  per  cent 
.  The  last  time  durable  goods 
orders  fell  was  in  August 
when  they  were  down  3.6  per 
cent  Although  November  or¬ 
ders  declined,  shipments  of 
finished  goods  were  up  03 
per  cent  to  $170.1  billion. 
There  was  a  strong  gain  in 
shipments  of  electronic  and 
electrical  equipment  and 
more  shipments  of  commer¬ 
cial  aircraft  and  parts. 


New  tax  rules  ‘unfair 
to  the  self-employed’ 

SOME  of  die  new  self-assessment  tax  rules  are  “unfair”  and 
many  will  overpay,  it  was  claimed  yesterday.  The  Chartered 
Institute  of  Taxation  said  pitfalls  in  the  law  will  penalise  the 
self-employed.  Self-assessment  started  in  April  and  affects 
more  man  nine  million  people,  including  foe  self-employed 
and  higher-rate  taxpayers.  The  first  self-assessment  returns 
will  be  sent  out  in  April  1997,  although  the  self-on  ployed  will 
make  their  first  payments  in  January. 

The  Institute  claims  that  a  “substantial  proportion”  of  the 
four  million  self-employed  affected  will  consistently  overpay 
year  after  year  because  of  their  pension  arrangements-  Self- 
employed  taxpayers  who  provide  for  their  own  pensions  are 
allowed  to  “cany  bade”  premiums  psud  to  the  previous  tax 
year  —  but  under  the  new  system  such  arrangements  will  be 
ignored  when  interim  payments  for  the  following  year  are 
being  calculated.  Ap  Inland  Revenue  spokeswoman  said: 
“Self-assessment  does  not  affect  the  amount  of  tax  relief  people 
can  daim  on  their  pension  contributions.” 

Trade  conditions  tough 

THE  RE  is  unlikely  to  be  a  significant  recovery  in  the  level  of 
UK  business  failures  in  1997.  according  to  Geriing-Nemur, 
the  credit  insurer.  The  company  forecasts  that  about  38,000 
UK  businesses  will  fail  next  year,  a  similar  number  to  the 
expected  total  for  1996.  In  spite  of  signs  of  an  economic 
recovery.  Geriing-Nemur  said  that  evidence  gathered  from 
.  the  600,000  UK  businesses  it  had  monitored  suggested  that 
trading  conditions  remained  tough.. 

Mercedes  pulls  ahead 

MERCEDES-BENZ,  the  German  carmaker,  yesterday 
predicted  a  sales  boom  for  1997  as  it  announced  that  sales 
this  year  would  total  DM77  billion,  up  from  DM72  billion 
in  1995.  For  the  first  time,  the  company  sold  more  than 
640.000  cars,  of  which  more  than  370,000  were  exported.  In 
1995.  it  sold  590,200  cars.  The  company  said  that  its  1996 
earnings  would  be  above  the  previous  year's  total  of 
DM2375  billion. 

GEI  in  steel  disposal 

GEI  INTERNATIONAL,  the  processing  and  packaging 
machinery  manufacturer,  is  selling  its  steel  finishing  and 
distribution  businesses  to  The  Timken  Company  for  £5.1 
million.  The  debtors,  creditors  and  some  stock  of  the 
businesses  have  been  retained  by  the  vendor,  and  a  further 
E3  million  netcash  is  expected  after  their  realisation.  The 
combined  business  was  not  profitable  and  had  net  assets  of 
£639  million. 

Gucci  eyes  new  listing 

GUCCI,  the  Italian  luxury  goods  group,  could  consider  a 
stock  market  listing  on  the  Milan  bourse  in  1997,  Domenico 
De  Sole,  the  group's  chairman  and  managing  director, 
said.  The  company  is  already  listed  in  New  York  and 
Amsterdam.  In  November,  Gucd  said  that  its  sales  were  up 
by  813  per  cent,  to  $6203  million,  in  the  first  nine  months  of 
its  financial  year  to  October  31  and  were  up  by  69. 1  per  cent, 
to  $2303  million,  in  the  third  quarter  to  the  end  of  October. 

Newman  response 

NEWMAN  TONICS,  the  maker  and  distributor  of 
architedural  products,  yesterday  said  that  it  will  issue  its  , 
formal  defence  against  a  £182.6  million  takeover  bid  by  FKI  I 
on  January  6.  The  company  rejected  the  150p-a-share  cash 
offer  earner  this  month,  claiming  that  it  undervalued  the 
busmess.  The  shares  closed  at  I54p  yesterday.  Newman 
Tonics  has  undergone  extensive  restructuring  and  more 
than  a  half  of  its  business  is  now  based  outside  the  UK. 
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Call  your  Independent  Financial  Adviser  or  call  Gartmore  free  on  0800  289  336. 

Internet:  http:// w w  w.  iii .  co .  u  k/ ga  r  t  m  o  rc 


Where  there  is  no  initial  charge,  the  buying  and  selling  price  of  your  PEP  investment  will  be  different 
costs  incurred  when  the  Fund  Manager  buys  and  sells  investments  for  the  portfolio.  *  Available  onlv  on  lumn  sum 
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THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 
6 1  wanted  to 
work  rather  than 
pursue  academic 
qualifications.  I 
wanted  to  earn  some 
money  in  the  big  wide 
world,”  says  Gary 
Leigh,  who  left 
.  school  after  O-levels 
17  years  ago  and 
is  now  a  property 
multi-millionaire. 
But  these  days  Leigh 
is  a  rarity . . 
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A  WORKING  WEEK  FOR:  BRYAN  ELLIS 


Action  man  who  thrives  in  a  toy  battlefield 


Jon  Ashworth  meets  the  commander  of  the 
UK  operations  of  Hasbro,  manufacturer  of 
Sindy,  Cluedo  and  a  wealth  of  other  games 


|  BRYAN  ELUS  was 
™  20SBQLJU  busy  this  Christmas. 
UT  uesdav  LTi  yob  could  say 

■5k - 1 —  "reindeer”,  he  had 

IN  Bdnesday  snapped  up  some 
prime  London  proper- 
.;  3  nursdaypj  ties,  stormed  off  oTa 
■j;  rklay  .  Ln  pwomando  raid,  and 
vxT  I  been  implicated  in  a 

brutal  murder.  After 
playing  with  his  dolls,  he  packed  up  and 
went  home  for  dinner. 

All  in  the  best  possible  taste,  of  course. 
Ellis,  54,  is  no  murder  suspect,  although 
he  thrives  on  battlefield  tactics.  He  rum 
the  m<L  operations  of  Hasbro,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  toy  group  that  makes  Action  Man, 
Monopoly,  Cluedo  and  a  wealth  of  other 
games  and  gimmicks.  It  is  the  company 
behind  Trivial  Pursuit,  Pictionary,  Twist¬ 
er,  SubbutEO,  Star  Wars,  Batman, 
Playskool  and  Tonka.  Let  us  not  forget 
Barney,  the  two-foot  high,  purple,  talking 
dinosaur.  And  then  there  is  Sindy,  queen 
of  the  catwalk — in  some  homes,  if  not  all. 
Impressive,  as  brand  collections  go. 

Not  that  the  toy  industry  is  lacking  in 
murderous  intent  Hasbro  might  fill  the 
shelves  with  Action  Man.  but  pales  next  to 
Mattel’s  Barbie  in  the  battle  of  the  dolls. 
Two  Barbies  are  sold  every  second, 
somewhere  in  the  world.  West  End 

Barbie  was  a  top-seller  this  Christmas, 

outselling  Supermodel  _ 

Sindy  by  17  to  one  at 
Hamleys  in  Regent  /  \yp 

Street  Only  Action  *  vvc 

Man’s  Street  Car  Racer  +1 

rivalled  her  charms.  u 

Rivalry  is  bound  to  be  rhilrl 

intense  in  a  market 
worth  £1.6  billion  a  year  pnfpr+a 

in  the  UK  alone.  Mattel  Ii  A  _ 
fended  off  Hasbro  in  Tllicir 

1994  to  buy  JW  Spear.  uu^u 

maker  of  Scrabble.  It 
also  owns  Corgi  cars.  Hasbro  retaliated 
by  buying  Waddington  Games.  The  deal 
escaped  a  threatened  referral  -  to  the 
Monopolies  and  Mergers  Commission. 

Suitably  miffed,  Mattel  tried  to  muzzle 
Hasbro  with  a  $5l2  billion  bid  earlier  this 
year,  but  swiftly  withdrew,  accusuq;  its 
target  of  “scorched  earth”  tactics.  It 
swallowed  an  American  company  called 
Tyco  instead.  Lego,.  Power  Rangers  and 
Scalextric  are  among  the  main 
competitors. 

The  average  spending  per  head  on  toys 
this  Christmas  is  estimated  at  E70  for  girls 
and  £80  for  boys  —  they  tend  to  want 
more  expensive  items  such  as  radio- 
controlled  cars.  In  spite  of  this,  toy 
companies  had  to  fight  for  a  slice  of  the 
Christmas  budget.  Increasingly,  money  is 
being  diverted  into  computer  games. 
CDs,  videos,  dothes  and  other  goodies. 

Ellis,  who  has  two  adult  children, 
spends  much  of  his  week  grappling  with 
these  very  issues.  Dolb  and  board  games 
are  fine,  but  toys  are  just  part  of  a  moth 
wider  picture.  “You  have  a  book,  a  film, 
merchandise,  toys  —  the  whole  bit,"  he 
says,  looking  more  like  a  chubby  Santa 
than  a  mad  axeman.  “When  a  property 
like  Batman  is  launched,  there’s  a 
complete  package,  of  which  we  are  part” 
Barbie  suddenly  appears  less  of  a  threat 


Ellis  says:  “It'S  a  mistake  to  say  we  are  in 
the  toy  business.  We’re  in  the  children’s 
entertainment  business.  We  compete 
head  on  with  Buena  Vista,  or  PolyGram, 


or  Reebok.  or  Timberland.  We  compete 
with  wtraTs  on  in  the  cinema. " 


4  We  are  in 
the 

children’s 
entertainment 
business  9 


The  launch  of  the  next  Aladdin  or  Lion 
King  is  greeted  with  consternation.  Buzz 
'  lightyear.  the  astronaut  in  Walt  Disney’s 
Toy  Story,  was  a  massive  hit  this 
Christinas  —  stock  shortages  aside.  “It'S 
much 'more  important  what  Disney  are 
doing  with  Buena  Vista  videos,  and  this 
sort  of  thing,”  Ellis  concedes.  “We  know 
from  talking  to  retailers  that  when  Disney 
launch  a  new  pre-school  video  for  one  erf 
their  animated  films,  the  sale  of  pre¬ 
school  toys  drops  quite  significantly.  Toys 
toe  a  highly  substitutable  product." 

The  secret  is  to  hit  back  with  extensive 
advertising.  Hasbro  (ft  takes  its  name 
from  its  founders,  the  Hassenfeld  broth¬ 
ers)  spends  a  reputed  $400  million  a  year 
promoting  its  wares  around  the  world.  It 
also  pursues  product  promotions  with 
companies  such  as  Pepsi  and  Cadbury 
Schweppes. 

Hasbro’s  biggest  UK  seller  is  Action 
Man,  30  years  old  this  year,  who  will  have 
raked  in  about  £45  million  in  1996.  Sales 
of  the  figure  have  doubled  every  year 
since  1992,  when  he  was  brought  back  to 
life  after  an  eight-year  absence.  Hasbro 

_  cheated  a  little,  import-  ■ 

ing  its  GI  Joe  design 
arp  iri  from  America  and  modi- 

111  lying  ft  for  the  UK  mar- 

,0  ket  The  strategy  worked 

handsomely.  Up  to  5,000 
ren’s  devotees  recently  attend¬ 

ed  an  Action  Man  con- 
inxnent  vention  at  Wembley  in 

London, 

0SS  9  Action  Man'S  milita- 

ristic  leanings  have  at¬ 
tracted  the  wrath  of  anti¬ 
violence  campaigners  such  as  Tony 
Banks,  the  Labour  MR  Hasbro  cites 
extensive  research  to  suggest  that  aggres¬ 
sive  play  patterns  do  not  leave  a  mark 
later  in  life.  Ellis  says:  “There  is  no  causal 
relationship  between  the  toys  children 
have  and  the  way  they  grow  up  as  adults. 
There  is  a  massive  causal  relationship 
between  the  parenting  and  the  way 
children  grow  up.  That'S  the  fundamental 
problem.” 

How  Ellis  came  to  grapple  with  such 
issues  is  a  story  in  itself.  Bam  in 
Twickenham,  southwest  London,  he  read 
economics  at  Hull,  and,  in  1963,  ended  up 
doing  something  terribly  unfashionable. 
He  joined  British  Rail.  At  the  age  of  23.  he 
was  traffic  agent  In  Washington,  then 
Courrty  Durham,  looking after  27  miles  of - 
railway,  nine  signal  boxes,  a  marshalling 
yard,  and  a  few  sidings.  He  rose  to  . 
become  assistant  station  master  at 
Newcastle  Central  before  boredom  got 
the  better  of  him. 

He  went  into  steel-making  in  Durham, 
and  then  joined  Stirling,  the  Newcastle- 
based  pharmaceuticals  group.  “I  think 
Newcastle  is  just  the  city  m  England,"  he 
enthuses.  “It  is  just  a  brilliant  place  — 
wonderful  night  dubs,  wonderful  the¬ 
atres.  wonderful  shopping  centres,  and  a 
good  football  team.  It’s  the  biggest  village 


Sales  warrior  Bryan  Ellis,  of  Hasbro,  the  toy  and  games  manufacturer  that  spends  a  reputed  $400  million  a  year  promoting  its  wares  around  the  world 


in  the  country.”  After  four  years,  Ellis 
joined  Hestair.  David  Hargreaves’s  engi¬ 
neering.  employment  agencies,  and  con¬ 
sumer  products  group,  and  became 
commercial  director  of  Johnson'S  of 
Hendon,  a  photographic  company  on  the 
site  of  what  is  now  the  Brent  Cross  car 
park.  He  and  his  wife.  Pat.  now  a  head 
teacher  in  Stevenage,  bought  a  house  in 
Letehworth.  and  remain  there  to  this  day. 

He  ended  up  running  an  East  End  toy 
company  called  I.  Angel  &  San,  reporting 
to  Stuart  Wallis,  later  to  find  feme  at 
Hsons.  He  ran  the  Zodiac  chain  of  toy 
shops  and  then  joined  Kingfisher  and 
became  store  operations  director  for 
Wool  worth.  “I  waslnterviewed  For  the  job 
by  Nigel  Whittaker  in  his  house  in  Hemd 
Hempstead  while  he  dressed  his  kids.” 
He  answered  to  Sir  Geoff  Mulcahy  and 
Archie  Norman.  Hasbro  beckoned  nine 
years  ago. 

Ellis  is  based  near  Heathrow,  with  a 
brief  that  spans  the  UK,  die  Nordic  and 
Benelux  regions,  and  Hong  Kong,  where 
Hasbro  sells  direct  to  retailers  “on  the 
quayside”.  He  has  been  over  the  border 
into  China  to  see  Hasbro’s  factories  (talk 
of  slave-labour  is  hody  denied)  and  says 
China  has  made  huge  leaps  in  recent 
times.  Toys  previously  shipped  via  Hong 


Kong  are  dispatched  from  modem  con¬ 
tainer  ports  on  the  mainland. 

As  it  happens.  Sindy  could  have  been 
made  —  sorry,  bom  —  just  about 
anywhere.  Ellis  says:  “One  of  the  myths  of 

- 1  die  toy  trade  is  that 

onday  n  I  everything’s  made  in 
&k  '  the  Far  East.  Hasbro 

p  Ltesday  tr  makes  about  ^  ^ 

ai  ednesdav  02111  °f  what  it  sells  in 

??? - Europe,  in  Europe." 

§1  hursdayxj  The  company  has  fac- 
n  tones  in  Waterford,  in 
(Sunday  irj  the  Irish  Republic,  and 

-  in  Valencia  in  Spain, 

run  by  a  former  Ford  production  manag¬ 
er.  Everything  from  Star  Wars  fighters  to 
plastic  Monopoly  houses  are  made  there. 
Jigsaws  are  made  at  the  old  Wadding- 


tons  factory  in  Wakefield  and  a  joint- 
venture  factory  in  Ashford,  Kent  chums 
out  K’nex  construction  sets,  another  big 
seller  this  Christmas.  Not  many  real-life 
builders  can  daim  20  per  cent  of  the  UK 
construction  markeL 

Murder  mysteries  and  property  deals 
have  a  broader  appeal  than  one  might 
imagine.  Cluedo  has  sold  150  million  sets 
worldwide  and  is  two  years  short  of  its 
50th  anniversary. 

Many  Monopoly  players  will  never  get 
their  hands  on  Leicester  Square  or  Park 
Lane.  There  are  nearly  40  different 
versions  of  the  game,  featuring  such 
exotic  destinations  as  Hong  Kong,  Tel 
Aviv.  Paris  and  Dublin.  The  original 
board  —  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey  —  Is 
sold  in  eight  countries.  Games  are  even 


played  on  the  Internet.  One  of  the  hardest 
things  in  the  toy  industry  is  predicting 
which  items  will  do  well.  Disney’s  The 
Hunchback  of  Noire  Dame  did  not 
spawn  a  run  on  Quasimodo  dolls  —  not 
surprisingly  when  one  thinks  about  it. 
Three  years  ago,  Hasbro  nervously 
launched  a  range  of  wrestling  figures  — 
Hulk  Hogan  was  one  —  and  did  a 
stunning  £14.5  million  in  business. 

Meanwhile,  the  fun  continues.  EUis  will 
be  back  on  the  road  in  the  new  year,  doing 
his  best  to  keep  Sindy  and  friends  in 
favour. 

Chances  are  that  Action  Man  will  save 
the  day  yet  again.  The  British  Association 
of  Toy  Retailers  ranks  him  joint  first  with 
Barbie  in  the  top  ten  best-selling  toys  this 
Christmas. 


‘Wedding  cake’  is  high-tech 
home  for  risk  merchants 


aSfas^ 


Insurance  brokers  must 
have  a  wise  head  for 
risk.  The  Willis  Corroon 
Group,  now  almost  ISO  years 
old,  has  recently  developed  a 
good  investment  eye  for  risk 
involving  buildings,  particu¬ 
larly  when  it  comes  to  its  own 
office  buildings. 

In  1971,  the  company  com¬ 
missioned  the  then  relatively 
tittie-known  architect  Nor¬ 
man  Foster,  now  Sir  Nor¬ 
man.  to  design  one  of  its 
main  offices,  in  Ipswich.  He 
produced  a  sinewy  modernist 
building  curvaceous ly  de¬ 
signed  to  fit  its  site  and  faced 
with  a  black-glass  suspended 
curtain  wall  that  is  reflective 
during  the  day  and  displays 
the  buildings  innards  at 
night.  Undoubtedly  innova¬ 
tive,  said  locals  with  a  sharp 
little  sniff.  Others  called  it  a 
carbuncle,  only  to  be  pulled 
up  short  when  English  Heri¬ 
tage  listed  ft  Grade  1. 

Willis  Cartoon'S  other  free¬ 
hold  office  is  equally  distin¬ 
guished,  but  in  an  entirely 
different  way.  Ten  Trinity 
Square,  the  group's  London 
head  office  since  1976,  is 
described  by  the  Civic  Trust 
as  “a  magnificent  inflated 
Edwardian  edifice”,  and  by 
others,  variously,  as  “a  wed¬ 
ding  cake”,  as  “one  of 
London’s  most  important 
buildings”  and  as  “the  near¬ 
est  tiling  London  has  to  the 
Vittore  Emanueie  monument 
in  Rome”  .  „ 

ft  was  designed  by  Sir 
Edwin  Cooper  for  the  Port  of 
London  Authority  and  looks 
out  oi  the  Tower  of  London 
and  the  Thames,  its  square 
walls  aligned  to  the  points  of 
the  compass. 

inside  is  a  festival  of  opu¬ 
lently  carved,  painted  and 


Joanna  Pitman  on  the  riches  that  lure 
film-makers  to  Willis  Corroon’s  HQ 


Ten  Trinity  Square  offers  a  feast  of  decorations 


decorative  features.  The 
boardroom  walls  are  fes¬ 
tooned  with  carved  motifs  de¬ 
picting  aspects  of  the  Empire 
with  which  the  PLA  was  con¬ 
cerned,  including  navigation, 
commerce,  transport,  the 
tropics  and  the  continents; 
and  with  pictures  of  Pepys 
and  Chaucer.  Four  commit¬ 
tee  rooms  are  treated  in  the 
style  of  different  orders  of 
classical  architecture — early 


and  late  Doric,  Ionic  and 
Corinthian.  And  in  the  Read¬ 
ing  Room  is  another  set  of 
carvings  of  illustrious  men, 
including  Newton,  Watt.  Ho¬ 
garth  and  Inigo  Jones,  and 
motifs  related  to  them-—  an 
apple,  a  kettle,  a  set  of 
paintbrushes  and  draughts¬ 
man’s  dividers. 

A  tower  houses  sculptures 
representing  Father  Thames 
and  exports.  At  ground  level 


are  two  major  pieces  of 
sculpture  on  either  side  of  the 
front  portico  —  in  Savage 
Gardens,  a  female  figure 
symbolises  navigation,  and, 
on  the  Muscovy  Street  cor¬ 
ner,  a  male  figure  symbolises 
commerce. 

Apart  from  housing  the 
headquarters  of  one  erf  the 
largest  insurance  and  re¬ 
insurance  brokers  in  the 
world.  Ten  Trinity  Square 
has  appeared  in  many  films 
and  television  programmes, 
the  front  steps  having  been 
used  in  the  credits  of  tele¬ 
vision's  The  Professionals, 
and  the  entrance  hall  in  the 
feature  film  Aria.  Marks  & 
Spencer  lingerie  came  dose 
to  bring  modelled  in  the 
entrance  hall,  but  that  re¬ 
quest  was  declined  by  the 
management.  Penthouse 
magazine  did,  however,  por¬ 
tray  the  facade  in  a  photo 
feature  focusing  on  the  dis¬ 
tinct  lack  of  lingerie  of  one  of 
their  models. 

The  company  has  recently 
modernised  the  interior  of 
the  building  to  suit  modem 
technology.  The  architects 
Chris  Wilkinson  and  Mich¬ 
ael  Hopkins  designed  the 
renovations  and  a  foil  refit 
that  is  barely  noticeable, 
apart  from  the  new  exposure 
—  as  requested  by  English 
Heritage  —  of  some  original 
columns  and  the.  restoration 
of  other  original  details. 

The  original  buildings,  in¬ 
cluding  a  rotunda  last  to 

wartime  bombing,  cost 
£750.000.  The  modernisation 
cost  E20  million  and  involved 
3.000  people  working  on  site 
during  its  course.  The  huge 
investment  should  preserve 
this  working  classical  build¬ 
ing  far  into  next  century. 


Under  6's  also  eat  free.  6-1 5's  £5  each  per  breakfast 


Prices  per  person  for  1  night  including  accommodation  with  private  facilities  and 
full  breakfast  and  standard  class  rail  travel  from  stations  in: 


hike  jtxjiji krr <* opwu row 


PRICE  CQWnYOFOewvRTUBE 
BAND  ■ 


PRICE  COUNTY  OFJOfEftUtTUW; 

BAND 


,  A,  .  D  AttUMfce. Bas* Ooea&w 

.  ftiV  merit Sud'Way toy  ttsrts.  Um& 


ttteavodrfte 


.<  Wat 

.  .  -jUnfcwte;.  ■■ 


Ssd>  wtaSre,  «w  SwBagin 


ft  tana&KttgttBtd 


OFF  PEAK  lb  be  used  when  outward  and/or  return  travel  DOES  NOT  occur  Friday 

TRAVEL  (When  outward  or  return  travel  falls  on  a  Friday  the  peak  travel  supplement  applies) 


Royal  Scot  Near  Png's  Cross  &  Euston  AA/RAC3*  |  33  |  36  1  42  |  47 


Charing  Gross 

By  Trafalgar  Square  in  the  heart  of  the  Wtest  End 


Kensington  Palace  AA/RAC4 

Close  to  Kensington  Gardens  and  Knightsbridge 

Grnswnor  AA  A 

Near  Buckingham  Palace  and  Theatreland 

Mount  Royal  AA/RAC  6 

Marble  Arch,  overtop  king  Oxford  Street _ 

Royal  Honeguafds  AA/RAC  i 

dose  to  Trafalgar  Square,  Whitehall  and  Westminster 


PEAK  Standard  Travel  Supplement 

(applies  when  outward  or  irtum  travel  occurs  on  I 


FRST  GLASS  1RAVB.  SUPPLEMENTS  -  OfF  PEAK 


FIRST  CLASS  TRAVEL  SUPPLEMENTS  -  PEAK 


A 

B 

33 

36 

44 

47 

'  45 

48 

47 

50 

49 

52 

49 

52 

2 

3 

3 

5 

G 

9 

EXTRA  NIGHT 
'  SUPPLEMENT 
PER  PERSON 
PER  NIGHT 


59  65  73 


47  53  58  63  70  76  B4 


58  63  |  68  75  81 


58  1  63  I  68  I  75  I  SI 


6  to  io  i4  i6  19  Travel  from 

-  more  than 

9  ii  is  19  23  28  2,000  rail 

- stations 

is  28  32  42  49  so  across  Britain 


11  15  19  23  28 


TRAVEL  RESTRICTIONS:  1  night  breaks  available  Fri/Sat/Sun  only.  2  or  more  night  breaks  available  any  night. 
Highllfe  rail  inclusive  tickets  are  not  valid  on  trains  arriving  in  London  before  or  at  10am  Monday  to  Friday. 


Ask  your  travel  agent  to  book  through  Highiife  on 


QUOTING  REF.  CA  TT2812 


PrkK  based  on  2  people  sharing  a  twin  room.  Single  supplements  apply  Monday  ■  Thursday. 

Minimum  2  night  stays  Monday  to  Thursday.  1  mght  stays  available  Friday  Saturday  Sunday.  Children  share  adult's  room. 
Restricted  to  one  child  per  adult  Pnm  valid  5/1/97  -  27/2/97  subject  to  availability.  Bookings  to  be  made  by  31/1/97. 

Al  details  correct  at  time  of  going  to  press. 
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STOCK  MARKET 


MICHAEL  CLARK 


Electricity  independents 
seen  as  vulnerable  to  bids 


THE  new  year  may  prove 
short-lived  for  Britain’s  two 
remaining  independent  re¬ 
gional  electricity  companies  if 
City  gossip  over  the  Christmas 
period  is  anything  to  go  by. 

After  the  defeat  earlier  this 
week  of  Northern  Electric  at 
the  hands  of  CE  Electric,  the 
US  power  utility,  ah  eyes  are 
now  focused  on  Yorkshire 
Electricity,  up  6p  at  308 bp. 
and  Southern  Electric.  5*2  p 
firmer  at  7S4p. 

Yorkshire  is  seen  as  the 
most  vulnerable.  City  specula¬ 
tors  yesterday  were  suggest¬ 
ing  that  a  bid  was  in  the  omng 
and  that  it  could  be  just  a  a 
matter  of  weeks  before  York¬ 
shire  loses  its  independence  to 
one  of  the  American  utilities 
that  has  still  to  show  its  hand 
in  Britain.  Yorkshire  shares 
are  some  way  below  their  peak 
of  896p,  but  at  these  levels  the 
company  is  still  capitalised  at 
El  23  billion. 

Southern  is  also  way  short 
of  its  peak  of 903p  and.  even  at 
this  price,  the  company  carries 
a  price  tag  of  more  than  E2 
billion.  Northern  rose  9p  high¬ 
er  at  646p  after  the  offer  from 
CE  Electric  went  uncondition¬ 
al.  CE’s  terms  valued  North¬ 
ern  at  6 50p  a  share. 

Meanwhile,  there  was  little 
cheer  far  those  traders  and 
investors  who  made  the  effort 
to  show  up  for  work.  An 
attempt  in  the  futures  pit  to 
sell  the  equity  market  lower 
ended  in  failure.  At  one  stage, 
they  sold  it  down  to  4.085 
before  it  bounced  back  to  dose 
at  4.099.  a  small  premium  to 
the  cash  market 
Share  prices  generally  trad¬ 
ed  in  narrow  limits  for  much 
of  the  shortened  session  before 
moving  into  negative  territory 
just  before  the  dose. 

An  overnight  rally  in  Tokyo 
after  several  days  of  heavy 
sell-offs  settled  the  nerves  of 
overseas  investors,  but  they 
proved  reluctant  to  open  fresh 
positions. 

At  one  stage,  the  FT-SE  100 
index  reached  a  record  high  of 
4.1019  before  relapsing  after 
five  days  of  consecutive  gains 
to  dose  1J  down  at  4.091.0. 
Turnover  slumped  to  its  low¬ 
est  level  of  the  year  as  176 
million  shares  changed 
hands. 

The  threat  of  renewed  legal 
action  against  tobacco  produc¬ 
ers  left  BAT  Industries  7*zp 
lower  at  474p  and  Imperial 
Tobacco  4p  down  at  381  *2  p. 
Reports  from  the  US  indicate 
that  a  federal  judge  in  Con¬ 
necticut  has  given  the  go- 
ahead  for  a  billion  dollar 


Yorkshire  Electricity  and  Southern  Electric  shares  rose 


lawsuit  to  be  brought  by 
smokers  seeking  compensa¬ 
tion  for  smoke-related 
diseases. 

Burnfield  was  chased  up  a 
further  ll’zp  to  153l2  reflecting 
the  increased  terms  from 
Fairey  announced  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  Fairey  is  now  offer¬ 
ing  25  of  its  own  shares  for 
every  92  Burnfield,  equivalent 
to  160p  a  share.  Fairey  fin- 


selective  support  before  the 
dividend  reporting  season, 
which  gets  under  way  in 
February.  The  cleaners  are 
expected  to  produce  healthy 
profits  reflecting  the  benefits 
of  reduced  costs  and  the 
gradual  revival  of  the  econo¬ 
my.  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland 
rose  6*2p  to  553p.  Abbey  Life 
34pto760p,and  HSBC  3p to 
£13.00 ‘a .  Bank  of  Ireland  was 


BTR  has  seen  its  price  come  down  from  a  high  of 337p  this  year, 
underperforming  the  market  by  more  than  40  per  cent  The 
price  rose  3*zp  to  273 4  p  yesterday,  with  brokers  becoming 
increasingly  convinced  that  next  year  could  see  a  revival  of  the 
group's  fortunes. 


ished  184  p  off  at  5S24p. 
Scottish  Pride,  the  loss-mak¬ 
ing  Scottish  dairy  products 
group,  jumped  lOp  to  524  p 
after  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  gave  approval 
for  Robert  Wiseman  Diaries 
to  proceed  with  a  bid.  Scottish 
Pride  was  originally  the  Scot¬ 
tish  arm  of  the  Milk  Market¬ 
ing  Board  and  farmers 
account  for  a  large  part  of  the 
share  register.  Losses  last  year 
reached  £4  million. 

The  banks  enjoyed  some 


unchanged  at  5174  p.  But  there 
were  setbacks  for  Barclays. 
34p  to  996*2 p,  Bank  of  Scot¬ 
land.  24p  to  307p.  Lloyds 
TSB.  44  p  to  429p,  and  Stan¬ 
dard  Chartered.  44p  to 
7154  p. 

The  stores  sector  saw  a  few 
notable  movers  in  the  hope 
that  business  was  booming  in 
the  high  street  in  the  run-up  to 
Christinas.  Many  of  the  big 
store  groups  are  scheduled  to 
give  a  rundown  of  trading 
conditions  some  time  within 


MOVERS  OF  THE  WEEK  ;  i  :  j 

Burnfield - - 153fcp 

Brake  Brothers . 548 Vtp 

Yorkshire  Electricity  808 vip 
Allied  Domecq  — ....  452% p 

OGC  International _ 112p 

Sunderland . _ . 750p 

British  Borneo - 815p 

Fairey  Group _ 582%p 

Gt  Universal  Sire —  606 Vi  p 


+12p..... 

-208p...~ 

+-3BJ&P ... 
+Z7»p ... 
+37p... 
+167p. 
+72%p ... 
-10V4p 
-16P . 


. .  Fairey  increases  terms 

.... — .._ . «...  Profit  warning 

. . — . Bid  speculation 

New  year  recommendation 

— - HaflEburton  bids 

. New  issues/deaJings  start 

- Shea  deal 

Increased  terms  far  Burnfield 
. -..Sears/Uttlewoods  talks 
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the  next  few  weeks.  Dixons 
rose  54p  to  5294p,  DFS  3p  to 
6004p.  Blades  Leisure  6p  to 
3504  p.  Fine  Art  Devdop- 
ments  5p  to  25Gp,  JJB  Sports 
26p  to  290p.  Goldsmiths  3p  to 
3794  p.  and  Next  44  p  fo  5»p. 

The  threat  of  increased  com¬ 
petition  left  Great  Universal 
Stores  84  p  lower  at  6064p  on 
turnover  of  772242  shares. 
Earlier  this  week.  Sears  con¬ 
firmed  it  was  in  talks  with 
Lirtlewoods.  the  privately 
owned  retailer,  over  the  sale  of 
Freemans,  its  mail-order  busi¬ 
ness.  Sears  paid  almost  £500 
million  for  Freemans  in  the 
1980s.  but  the  business  is 
unlfldey  to  fetch  much  more 
than  £400  million  this  time. 
Sears  finned  lp  to  9Ip. 

Sunderland  continued  to  go 
from  strength  to  strength  after 
its  stock  marker  debut  this 
week.  The  shares  started  life  at 
583p  on  Christmas  Eve,  rising 
a  further  224  p  to  755p  in  a  thin 
market  where  traders  will 
make  a  price  only  in  2,000 
shares  at  a  time.  That  is  a  two- 
day  gain  of  I72p  for  the 
Premier  League  side.  By  the 
dose  of  business  only  14,063 
shares  had  changed  hands. 

A  positive  result  against 
Norwich  on  Boring  Day  lifted 
Loftns  Road  5p  to  80p.  It  is  the 
parent  company  of  Queens 
Park  Rangers.  Manchester 
United,  which  defeated  Not¬ 
tingham  Forest,  also  celebrat¬ 
ed  with  a  9p  rise  to  659p.  while 
Tottenham  Hotspur  added  lp 
at  6184  p  after  collecting  maxi¬ 
mum  points  at  home  to 
Southampton. 

The  damage  to  Brake  Broth¬ 
ers'  share  price  caused  by  a 
profit  warning  continued.  The 
price  slipped  a  further  1 4  p  to  a 
new  low  of  5484 ,  bringing  the 
defidt  since  the  start  to  the 
week  to  209p. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Prices 
were  squeezed  higher  in  thin 
trading  in  spite  of  persistent 
fears  about  another  rise  in 
interest  rates  early  in  the  new 
year  after  this  week’s  call  by 
Eddie  George,  Governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England. 

Once  again  the  best  gains 
were  seen  at  the  longer  end  of 
the  market  as  investors  contin¬ 
ued  switching  out  of  shorter- 
dated  issues. 

Rises  of  up  to  £4  were 
recorded  ai  the  dose  of  the 
shortened  session. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Wall  Street 
stocks  dim  bed  at  midday  in 
thin  trading,  propelled  by 
strength  in  big-name  issues. 
The  Dow  Jones  industrial 
average  was  up  10.38  points  to 
6.557.06. 
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Year  the  sceptics 
got  it  wrong 


testoc 

in  a  buoyant  equity  market  Upward 
momentum,  particularly  among  FT-SE 
100  shares -can  be  contagious  and  the  chall¬ 
enge  is  as  much  to  avoid  failures  as  to  pick 
winners.  Hie  Tempos  portfolio  had  a  good 
year,  outperforming  the  market  with  capital 
growth  of  almost  20  per  cent  oompared  with  a 
rise  in  the  FT  all-share  index  of  just  under  11 
percent.  ' 

Twelve  months  ago,  few  brokers  were  fore¬ 
casting  a  double  digit  rise  in  the  market  They 
were  rightly  sceptical  of  die  Government’s  3 
per  cent  domestic  growth  forecast  and  profit 
warnings  abounded  in  the  chemicals  and  • 
automotive  sectors.  Teropus  reckoned  that 
growth  would  resume  in  the  second  half  of 
1996.  In  the  end,  the  FT-SE  100  raced  ahead, 
finishing  the  year  near  the  4,100  level. 

Our  best  performer  was  Ladbroke.  chosen 
when  the  stock  was  at  a  low  ebb.  The  down¬ 
turn  reflected  die  devastating  effect  of  the 
National  Lottery  on  Vernons,  its  pools 
business,  as  welt  as  concerns  over  Ladbroke 's 
highly  geared  balance  sheet  Ladbroke  report¬ 
ed  a  fell  in  profits  for  1995  but  thereafter  the 
shares  gained  ground,  in  part  as  a  result  of 
bid  speculation  but  also  because  of  bullish 
news  from  the  hotels  sector.  Room  rates  have 
shot  up.  propelled  by  rising  occupancy  levels 
and  in  August 


levels  well  above  the  market  rate.  We  chose  to 
ignore  the  leaders  and  choose  a  speculative 
tiddler.  Development  Securities,  which  has 
two  major  redevelopments  under  way.  one  in 
the  Gty.  pre-tec  to  a  large  firm  of  solicitors  and 
the  former  MI5  headquarters  in  Mayfair. 
Development  Securities  shares  gained  14  per 
cent  but  still  underperformed  the  property 
sector,  which  surged  by  more  than  20  per  cent 
as  funds  rushed  to  buy  shares  in  the  leaders. 

Emerging  signs  of  rental  growth  encouraged 
investors  to  exploit  the  wide  gap  between  share 
price  and  net  asset  value.  However,  now  that 
discounts  have  narrowed  or  even  disappeared, 
die  focus  wfll  be  on  growth  in  capital  values  and 
dividends:  many  of  the  larger  property  com¬ 
panies  will  find  it  hard  to  meet  expectations. 

The  retail  sector  looked  a  good  bet  af  the  end 
of  last  year  and  so  it  proved  to  be  for  the  best  of 
the  pack.  Consumers  remained  choosey  and 
with  no  inflation  to  flatter  margins,  stores  had 
to  fight  for  every  pound  in  the  till.  The  knock- 
on  effect  of  the  high  street  battle  could  be  seen 
in  the  textile  sector,  which  suffered  a  26  per 
cent  decline  as  big  retailers  squeezed  their 
suppliers.  Overall,  stores  enjoyed  only  modest 
growth  of  less  than  5  per  cent  but  Barton 
Group  managed  an  impressive  14  per  cent 
since  we  tipped  the  share  a  year  ago.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  in  recovery  mode  and  sales  growth  at 
its  Top  Shop  and 


SUPERIOR  PERFORMANCE 


Jan  Fob  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Od  Nov  Dee 

Value  at  Value  at  Actual  % 


Ladbroke  se¬ 
cured  a  long 
sought  after  deal 
with  Hilton  Ho¬ 
tels  Corporation, 
reuniting  the ’do¬ 
mestic  American 
brand  with  Lad- 
broke's  interna¬ 
tional  Hilton 
brand  in  a  world¬ 
wide  marketing 
and  development 
joint  venture.  By 
the  year  end, 

Ladbroke  shares 
had  gained  58  per 
cent  in  value. 

FKI  was  also  a 
winner  although 
the  acquisitive 
engineering  com¬ 
pany  was  slow  to 
move  in  the  first 
half.  Thanks  to  a 
rights  issue  in 
1995.  the  com¬ 
pany  started  the 
year  debt  free, 
promising  acquisitions.  But  the  market  was 
impatient  for  news  and  the  shares  initially 
lagged.  By  late  summer,  deals  began  to 
emerge:  the  £52  million  purchase  of  an  Italian 
maker  of  electric  motors  and  the  acquisition  of 
the  Hawker  Siddeley  electric  power  group 
from  BTR  for  E182  million.  After  concerns 
about  a  famine,  the  market  now  worries  about 
a'flood;  FKI  is  currently  in  the  throes  of  a  £182 
millionoontested  takeover  of  Newman Tonks, 
the  doorknobs  and  locks  company.  So  far.  the 
bidder  has  resisted  the  temptation  to  overpay 
for  assets  and  Newman  looks  a  ripe  candidate 
for  the  FKI  treatment 

Tempos  was  soeptical  about  commercial 
property  at  the  end  of  last  year.  Rental  growth 
was  difficult  to  find  and  most  of  the  sector  still 
suffered  from  a  hangover  from  the  last  prop¬ 
erty  recession.  Too  many  property  investment 
companies  own  office  buildings  rented  at 
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Dorothy  Perkins 
chains  have  been 
driving  the 
shares  ahead. 
During  the  year. 
Burton  dipped  its 
toes  into  cata¬ 
logue  retailing 
with  two  acquisi¬ 
tions,  but  the  kty 
challenge  now  is 
to  revive  the  Bur¬ 
ton  brand. 

Tern  pus  had 

two  laggards. 
GEC  and  Wolse- 
ley.  At  the  end  of 
last  year,  we  ex¬ 
pected  GEC  to  be 
a  core  performer, 
the  battle  was  on 
for  Lord  Wein- 
stock’s  successor 
and  the  company 
was  tipped  to  be  a 
key  player  in  the 
consolidation  of 
the  European  de¬ 
fence  sector.  A 
successor  was  duly  appointed  at  GEC  but.  as 
usual.  European  politics  is  stalling  defence 
industty  mergers.  Such  a  huge  company, 
embroiled  in  complex  international  joint 
ventures  will  take  time  to  prove  its  worth  and 
1996  proved  to  be  too  early. 

likewise,  our  recommendation  of  Wolseley 
was  premature.  Housing  transaction  volumes 
are  only  just  beginning  to  show  good  in¬ 
creases .  not  soon  enough  to  help  the  builders 
men* ants  but  justification  to  hold  on  to  the 
shares  in  1997.  The  Tempus  portfolio  missed 
out  on  some  growth  areas:  oil  exploration 
enjoyed  a  spectacular  advance  on  the  back  of 
higher  oil  prioes  and  fatter  profit  margins. 
Retail  banks  and  media  stocks  grew  strongly. 
Next  week.  Tempus  will  throw  caution  to  the 
wind  and  choose  its  1997  tips. 

Carl  Mortis hed 
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Make  sure  you 
have  £100  in 
your  account 


WEEKEND 

MONEY 


IN  FOCUS  30 

The  banking 
sector  into 
the  spotlight 


Gavin  Lumsden  on  how  trust  managers  have  looked  after  your  money  in  the  past  12  months 
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top  of  the  stocks 


In  spite  of  its  recent 
nervousness,  the  UK 
stock  market  has  been 
kinder  than  expected  this 
year,  with  the  FT-SE  all-share 
index  providing  just  less  than 
II  per  cent  growth  to  investors. 
The  year  started  well  after  a 
bullish  1995,  but  markets  be¬ 
came  nervous  in  the  spring 
and  remained  so  until  Alan 
Greenspan,  diairman  of  the 
US  Federal  Reserve,  said  he 
was  relaxed  about  the  pace  of 
economic  growth. 

At  this.  United  States  and 
United  Kingdom  markets 
raced  ahead,  barely  changing 
their  stride  as  the  American 
public  duly  reelected  President 
Clinton,  only  to  fall  in  recent 
weeks  after  another  remark 
from  Mr  Greenspan  That  the 
markets  were  too  high. 

To  get  the  most  out  of  this 
uncertain  behaviour  private 
investors  relying  on  stock  mar¬ 
ket  funds,  such  as  unit  trusts 
and  investment  trusts,  had  to 
pick  managers  who  really 
knew  their  stocks. 

Top  of  the  unit  trust  stock- 
pickers  was  Mark  Slater, 
manager  of  the  Johnson  Fry 
Slater  Growth  fund  —  started 
by  his  lather,  Jim  Slater  — 
who  by  December  16  had 
turned  £1.000  invested  in  the 
new  year  into  £1.421.23. 

This  beats  hands  down  the 
average  performance  of  the 
1,606  unit  trusts,  which  would 
have  just  added  a  paltry  £7.11 
to  the  £1,000  lump  sum. 
according  to  HSW,  the  statis¬ 
tics  provider.  Even  the  average 
UK  growth  unit  trust  ofwfiich 
the  Slater  fund  is  one.  lifted  the 


sum  by  only  £62.98.  Mr  Slater 
invests  only  in  reasonably 
priced  stocks  with  strong  earn¬ 
ings  growth  prospects,  healthy 
cash  flow,  and  a  rising  share 
price. 

This  year's  bouyant  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  in  the  UK. 
combined  with  low  inflation, 
he  says,  has  been  a  good 
backdrop  for  this  style.  Signifi¬ 
cantly,  the  Johnson  Fly  Value 
fund,  which  seeks  cheap 
shares,  has  done  poorly  in 
comparison  this  year. 

Although  not  sector-focused, 
Mr  Slater  is  partial  to  support 
services  stocks,  particularly 
companies  such  as  Parity, 
Lynx  Holdings  and  MMT 
Computing,  which  are  exploit- 


his  best-performing  buys.  The 
predominance  of  smaller  com¬ 
pany  funds  in  the  top  20  belies 
tiie  fad  that  after  a  good  first 
quarter  the  tide  has  been 
running  against  than  as  insti¬ 
tutional  investors  turned  to 
blue  chips  for  security.  The 
Mercury  Recovery  fond  has 
exploited  small  and  large  cap 
stocks.  Previously  focused  on 
the  smaller  company  sector,  it 
ensured  its  place  in  the  top  ten 
when  it  raised  its  holdings  of 
blue-chip  stocks  to  70  per  cent 
halfway  through  the  year. 

However,  not  all  large  caps 
have  prospered.  John  Wilton, 
investment  manager  at  Stan¬ 
dard  Life,  notes  that  utilities, 
traditionally  good  growth 
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mg  the  “millennium  factor". 
Many  companies  have  com¬ 
puter  systems  that  will  read 
the  year  2000  as  1900.  which 
could  wreak  havoc  on  their 
administration  and  businesses 
if  not  corrected.  "It  is  a  market 
which  is  appearing  out  of 
nowhere,"  said  Mr  Slater. 

Gervais  Williams,  manager 
of  NalWest  UK  Smaller  Com¬ 
panies  unit  trust,  which  came 
fourth  overall,  providing  in¬ 
vestors  with  £307  of  growth  in 
the  year  to  date,  also  liked 
support  services,  but  included 
pub  and  restaurant  stocks 
such  as  Regent  Irms  and 
Wetherspoon  and  oil  explorers 
and  producers  such  as  British 
Borneo  and  Cairn  Energy  as 


stocks,  have  underperformed 
this  year  amid  fears  of  regula¬ 
tory  intervention  over  board¬ 
room  excesses  and  a  Labour 
windfall  tax. 

The  switch  to  “quality"  was 
also  the  pattern  in  the  US, 
according  to  Charlie  Park,, 
manager  of  HiH  Samuel  US 
Smaller  Companies,  one  of 
three  such  unit  trusts  that  got 
in  the  top  20  on  their  perfor¬ 
mance  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year  but  have  struggled  since. 

His  favourite  niche  stocks 
have  been  Iron  Mountain,  a 
New  York  firm,  whose  docu¬ 
ment-storage  business  pro¬ 
vides  a  wave  of  steady  cash, 
and  Executive  Risk,  a  Con¬ 
necticut  company  insuring  se¬ 


nior  managers  against  legal 
suits  by  their  employees. 

Elsewhere,  investing  money 
was  a  risky  business.  Certain¬ 
ly  1996  was  the  year  you  did 
not  want  to  be  in  South  Korea. 
All  four  funds  dedicated  to  the 
country  almost  halved  their 
investors’  money  this  year  and 
were  at  the  bottom  of  the  HSW 
tables  for  unit  and  investment 
trusts. 

Ashok  Shah,  Far  East  port¬ 
folio  manager  at  Old  Mutual, 
says  Korea  has  been  hit  by  the 
strengthening  of  tire  US  dol¬ 
lar,  w^ich  lias  made  its  key 
semiconductor,  steel  and  ship¬ 
building  industries  uncompet¬ 
itive  against  Japan.  Corporate 
earnings  are  down  40  per  cent 
on  last  year,  he  says. 

Japan  needs  all  the  good 
news  it  can  get  as  its  debt- 
burdened  banks  attempt  to  re¬ 
cover  from  the  collapse  of  the 
property  boom  a  few  years 
ago.  Investors  in  Japan  unit 
trusts  would  have  seen  £216  of 
their  £1,000  disappear  this 
year.  The  only  good  news  in 
the  Far  East  has  been  Hong 
Kong,  which  has  seen  its 
Hang  Seng  index  grow  28.4 
per  cent  since  January  amid 
confidence  that  next  year’s 
handover  to  China  will  be 
good  for  business. 

Currency  worries  in  the 
form  of  a  rise  in  sterling  were 
particulaiy  harmful  to  UK 
investors  trying  to  eke  some 
money  out  of  emerging  mar¬ 
kets,  says  Radhflca  Ajmera  of 
Aberdeen  Trust.  “There  has 
been  a  huge  disparity  in 
performance  at  both  stock  and 
Continued  on  page  28 
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Try  new  year  irresolution 


New  Year  can  be  a  tempting  trap 
for  all  but  the  most  disciplined 
investors.  The  temptation  is  to 
make  your  decisions  for  the  year  from . 
the  many  suggestions  offered  by  advis¬ 
ers.  brokers  mid  the  press.  New  year 
share  tips,  though  not  always  up  to  the 
standard  of  Tempos,  are  more  likely  to 
outperform  the  London  market  average 
titan  not  Predictions  on  markets  and 
currencies  can  make  your  year  since 
performance  usually  differs  greatly 
between  continents.  Year-end  tables  of 
winners  and  losers  among  unit  and 
investment  trust  show  that  choosing 
trusts  can  have  almost  as  big  an  impact 
on  investment  results  as  choosing 
individual  shares  for  a  portfolio. 

The  trap  many  of  us  fall  into  is  to 
may  long-term  decisions  on  short-term 
tests,  or  decisions  that  through  indeci¬ 
sion.  conservatism  or  indolence  turn 
out  to  be  long-term.  Experience  sug¬ 
gests  that  many  of  the  best  share  tips, 
being  based  on  emerging  information 
not  yet  absorbed  into  market  percep¬ 
tion,  come  good  within  three  months. 

Currency  and  market  trends  are 
liable  to  last  longer  but  may  not  be  the 
right  bricks  to  build  a  longer-term 
strategy.  The  Hong  Kong  market,  for 
instance,  looks  an  interestmg  ^KnJa- 
rion  for  the  changeover  year  of  1 OT.  But 
if  you  risk  buying  a  unit  trustsuch  as 
HSBC  Hong  Kong  Growth  (top  of  its 
sector  over  five  years  accmdmg  W 
research  by  Micropal).  you  should 
monitor  it  like  an  individual  start 
rather  than  lock  it  vMy.as-maA 
investors  prefer  to  do  with  trusts- 
Core  investments  in  unit  and  mvest- 


GRAHAM 

SEARJEANT 


meat  trusts  should  be  chosen  on  a  much 
longer  view  than' 12  months.  As  argued 
here  over  the  Morgan  Grenfell  affair,  it 
is  better  to  look  beyond  the  latest 
suspect  marvels  to  consistent  above- 
average.  performers.  Among  specialist 
unit  trust  companies.  Perpetual  has  a 
strong  record  in  several  sectors  over  five 
years,  though  hot  so  good  of  late 
Jupiter’s  trusts  feature  well  among 
MicropaTs  long-term  winners,  but  foe 
company  is  now  part  of  a  German 
bank.  The  Britannia  stable,  though  still 
patchy,  is  improving  well  and  Prolific 
rates  highly  in  home  markets: 

If  you  follow  the  conventional  wis¬ 
dom,  however,  you  would  hardly  be 
putting  money  in  anythmg  at  the 
moment  except,  perhaps,  a  good  emerg¬ 
ing  markets  trust  When  Alan  Green¬ 
span,  chairman  of  the  US  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  Board,  intentionally  knocked  the 
world’s  stock  markets  a  few  weeks  ago, 
one  London  analyst  argued  that  every¬ 
one  knew  1997  was  going  to  be  a 


“down”  year  and  It  seemed  to  have 
started  already.  That  proved  prema¬ 
ture  What  "everyone  knows”  does  not 
always  happen,  especially  if  what 
traders  do  says  something  else. 

If  stares  were  slightly  ahead  of  trend 
in  London  and  on  Wall :  Street  a  year 
ago,  they  are  further  ahead  of  the  game 
now,  after  big  gains  in  the  US  and 
another  abovearerage  year  in  London. 
A  5-10  per  cent  correction  on  Wall 
Street,  if  it  comes,  will  hit  London  more 
than  most  other  markets.  Apart  from 
that,  however,  our  attention  is  bound  to 
centre  on  the  election.  Big  fond  manag¬ 
ers  expect  a  Labour  victory  and  are  not 
dismayed  by  the  prospect.  But  uncer¬ 
tainty  will  in  any  case  put  many 
people's  buying  derisions  off. 

Should  Labour  win.  it  will  be 
under  double  pressure  to  show 
its  anti-inflationary  monetary  cre¬ 
dentials  and  to  grasp  the  nettle  on 
borrowing  that  Tories  have  recently 
brushed  with  kid  gloves.  If  Labour's 
Gordon  Brown  put  base  rates  up 
slighdy  and  stayed  his  Badger  t£D 
November,  shares  and  gift-edged 
should  react  positively.  But  the  drive  to 
be  active  in  the  first  hundred  days  is 
overwhelming  these  days.  Investors 
would  have  to  watch  for  a  bigger  utility 
levy  than  spin-doctors  first  put  about 
and  hidden  taxes  on  business,  investors 
or  pension  funds.  Some  of  the  answers 
win  become  easier  to  read  over  die  next 
few  weeks.  Until  then,  investors  have  no 
reason  to  show  their  hand  either,  except 
to  make  sure  their  portfolio  is  not 
dominated  by  utilities. 


UP  TO  2%  DISCOUNT 


Our  HongKoi 
and  China  ^ 
are  really 
taking  off. 


*  *  .  * 

I 


;**».*•  • 


u-  -V  f 


Guinness  Flight  Hoflj  Kong  ^mid 
up  407%  since. i  JOOO  andHip  20%  ^fus  year. 
Guinness  Flightr£l»ina  Fund  up  23%rttfis  year*. 


OUR  DISCOUNT  OFFER 

available  until  20Hi  February  1997. 

•  Invest  in  either  fund  and 
receive  a  1%  discount. 

•  Invest  in  both  funds  and 
receive  a  2%  discount. 


•  China's  economy  is  undergoing  a  profound  transformation  and 
Hong  Kong  is  playing  a  pivotal  role  in  this  development 

•  China  shares  have  generally  rebounded  strongly  from  their 
depressed  levels  of  12  months  ago  and  we  befieve  that  this  trend 
is  set  to  continue. 

•  We  believe  that  the  Hong  Kong  market  is  enjoying  a  re-rating  as 
fears  of  the  1997  political  transition  are  replaced  by  optimism  for 
Hong  Kong's  prospects  as  the  financial  capital  of  Southern  China. 

Guinness  Flight  offers  two  funds  to  enable  investors  to  participate  in  these  markets: 

The  Hong  Kong  Fund  invests  predominantly  in  larger  ‘blue  chip'  companies  quoted  on  the  Hong  Kong  stock  market 
and  offers  an  established  route  to  access  the  opportunities  arising  from  China’s  economic  development 
The  China  Fund  invests  predominantly  in  Chinese  companies  through  ‘B\  *H’  and  ‘N’  shares  quoted  in 
Shanghai/Shenzhen,  Hong  Kong  and  New  York  respectively;  and  offers  access  to  China's  newly  emerging  quoted 
corporate  sector. 

GUINNESS  FLIGHT 


INTELLIGENT  INVESTMENT 


Guinness  FEght  Fund  Managers  (Guernsey)  Limited,  Guinness  Right  House,  PO  Box  250,  St  Peter  Port  Guernsey  GY1  3QH, 
Channel  Islands.  Tel:  OT481  712176.  Fax  01481  712065.  Internet  http :// www.guinness-fl kjh Lco.uk/asia.htm I 
Please  send  me  detoffs  o fth»  Guinness  FBght  Hong  Kong  Fund  and  the  Guinness  Flight  China  Fund. 
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Call  01481  712176  for  information 
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Caroline  Merrell  looks  at  the  European  experience 


GuePEPs  have  rio  salesmen.-  tio  « iimniissiriii.. 


For  yrji.ir  rres  Virgin  Giowth  or  jnron'ic  rnP  infoijnaC!Oit  pari;,  rail  u: 
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Virgin  Mint  Parana)  Financial  Servlcn  Ltd  b  ragubMd  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority  for  We  insurance 
and  unit  trust  business  and  represents  only  the  Virgin  Direct  marketing  group.  Past  performance  Is  not  necessarily 
a  guMa  to  the  future.  The  price  of  writs  and  any  income  from  them  can  go  down  as  well  as  up  end  you  may 
not  get  bade  all  the  money  you  liras*,  Virgin  Dima  only  markets  its  own  products.  For  your  security.  aO  calb  to 
Virgin  Direct  vviH  be  recorded  and  randomly  monitored. 


Disenchantment  while  Sir  James  Goldsmith  made  political  mileage  from  concern  over  Europe,  160,000  people  who  invested  m  trusts  lost  out  finaariatiyy.-  : 

-  ••  •’ 

“  |  ■  1  urope  was  a  banana  bottom  performing.  Old  Mu-  tors  for  any  "losses  that  had  £500  million  hostile  bid  fironr  ^ 

|H  skin  for  the  Govern-  tua]  Swiss  Equities,  fell  by  resulted  from  the  irregular-  Touche  Remnant  ^UF0^?^.S 


Baillie  Gifford’s 
Scottish  Mortgage  &  Trust. 


A  low  cost  PEP... 


Europe  was  a  banana 
skin  for  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  1996.  It  was 
also  a  headache  for  investors. 
A  turbulent  year  in  the  Euro¬ 
pean  trust  sector  was  marked 
by  the  scandal  surrounding 
the  Morgan  Grenfell  Euro¬ 
pean  funds,  including  MG 
European  Growth,  a  widely 
recommended  and  apparently 
top-performing  unit  trust  from 
a  blue-blooded  City  house. 

These  events  coincided  with 
the  break-up  of  the  giant 
Kleinwort  Benson  European 
Privatisation  Investment 
Trust  (Kepit)  whose  perfor¬ 
mance  had  always  failed  to 
live  up  to  its  launch  promises. 

As  the  year  dosed,  a  £220 
million  MG  compensation 
package  was  announced.  But 
the  combination  of  these  two 
events  left  160,000  investors 
disenchanted  with  the  Euro¬ 
pean  dream. 

Elsewhere  performance  was 
mixed.  For  example,  the  top 
performing  trust  in  the  sector, 
Jupiter  European,  rose  by  35 
per  cent  over  the  year  and  the 
second  best  performing  trust 
the  Old  Mutual  European, 
rose  fay  28  per  cent.  The 
average  unit  trust  rose  by 
around  9  per  cent  while  the 


nearly  10  per  cent. 

However,  these  perfor¬ 
mances  were  overshadowed 
by  events  at  the  end  of  the 
summer  when  Morgan  Gren¬ 
fell,  owned  by  Deutsche  Bank, 
Germany'S  largest  bank,  was 
forced  to  suspend  three  binds, 
valued  together  at  £1.4  billion, 
because  Peter  Young,  the  in¬ 
vestment  manager,  had  built 
up  substantial  holdings  in 
small  unquoted  Scandinavian 
companies. 

The  proportion  of  the  fund 
that  had  been  invested  in 
unquoted  stocks  had  risen 
above  the  10  per  cent  limit 
imposed  by  the  Securities  and 
Investments  Board,  the  City 
watchdog.  When  the  funds 
were  suspended,  die  level  of 
unquoted  stock  was  revealed 
to  have  risen  to  nearly  30  per 
cent  or  almost  £700  million. 

When  die  funds  reopened 
for  trading  two  days  after  they 
were  suspended,  investors 
queued  up  to  sdl  their  hold¬ 
ings,  disin vesting  to  the  tune 
of  £l80miUian.  Morgan  Gren¬ 
fell  had  to  contribute  £180 
million  to  support  the  fond. 
Deutsche  Bank  agreed  to  step 
in  and  compensate  the  inves¬ 


tors  for  any  "losses  that  had 
resulted  from  the  irregular¬ 
ities”. 

Independent  financial  ad¬ 
visers  had  been  putting  mil¬ 
lions  of  pounds  of  their  clients' 
money  into  this  fund.  Much 
came  at  the  end  of  the  tax  year, 
as  advisers  encouraged  inves¬ 
tors  to  use  up  their  annual  per¬ 
sonal  equity  plan  allowance  to 
diversify  into  Europe. 

The  problems  with  the  two 
funds,  though  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  in  their  nature,  have  cast  a 
pall  over  investment  in  Eur¬ 
ope.  Kleinwort  Benson'S  prob¬ 
lems  stemmed  from  the  fact 
that  it  took  about  £500  million 
at  launch. 


Ihe  trust  had  a  very 
narrow  investment  cri¬ 
teria,  which  meant  that 


Touche  Remnant  European  :■£> 
Growth  Trust  (Treg)  and  in*?*-, 
stead  opted  to  offer  investors  ^ 
choice  of  cash  or  an  irtvefe‘j£? 
xnenf  in  a  an  equivalent  . 

or: Kleinwort  fond  .  The  vasto^it 
majority  —  80  per  cent 
70.000  investors,  chose  to  tiqr  »i  " 
uidate  their  holdings.  . . 

Ian  Millward,  of  Chase  de-k^  v„ 
Vere.  said:  "The  Morgan  .  V;  -  j 
Grenfell  situation  was  far-  : 
more  damaging  to  theunit  t:W 
trust  industry  than  FCepiL:  .V./ ' 
Morgan  Grenfell  lias  gone  a 
long  way  towards  trying  to  'A*  * 
mend  the  damage.’’  He  said  its  > 
was  unfortunate  that  Kepit*4 
had  hit  the  problems  it  had^v*  ' 
because  some  of  the  more : 
lucrative  European  privatise 7 -• 
tion.  such  as  Deutsche  ? ;  -- 


A  teria,  which  meant  that  Telekom,  were  beginning,  to’flfra-' 
it  could  only  buy  shares  in  get  on  the  road.  The  shares  *. 
privatised  European  com-  '  shot  .to  a  premium. 
pomes.  It  was  unable  to  get  For  those  who  have  not  beesjvV 
enough  of  the  right  quality  put  off  investing  in  Europe.'^ 
stock.  It  immediately  fell  to  a  Mr  Millward  recommends  Vr‘  ;  -- 
big  discount  (that  is.  its  share  binds  from  Credit  Suisse  and  f  vo 
price  was  below  its- net  asset  ■.  Fidelity.  :  For  example,  the  j  > 
value],  a  gap 'Much  Kleinwort  Credit  Suisse  European  has  J :  vrA 
Benson  was  unable  Id  dose,  risen  B  per 'cent  over  the  year, 
Eventually,  the  board  of  the  while  fidelity  has  a  range  of  Afe*-** 
trust  decided  that  the  only  Tour Eurqpeanfonds that haveO- 
option  was  to  restructure.  ■' rism  bewem  30  and  50  peri^T^ 

ft  managed  to  fend  off  a  cent  overthe  past  three  years.  id  urJi 


Managers  strive  to  be  on  top 


Continued  from  page  27 

country  level  in  emerging  markets  this 

year,"  she  says. 

While  South  Africa  fell  25  per  cent  in 
dollar  terms  as  the  rand  collapsed,  Hun¬ 
gary  and  Russia  doubled  in  value.  In  Lat¬ 
in  America.  Brazil  was  best  performer, 
with  a  50  per  cent  rise  in  local  terms. 


In  spite  oftheforore  this  year  over  the 
Kleinwort  European  Privatisation 
Investment  Trust,  which  was  convert¬ 
ed  into  a  unit  trust  after  several  years  of 
poor  performance,  many  investment 
trusts  have  proved  more  profitable  than 
their  unit  trust  counterparts.  Ten  have 
returned  more  than  the  Johnson  Fry 
Slater  Growth  unit  trust  in  spite  the 
sector  having  seen  a  general  widening  of 
the  discounts  of  share  prices  to  net  asset 
value.  As  with  the  unit  trusts,  investment 
trusts  focusing  on  smaller  companies. 
Europe,  or  specialist  areas  such  as 
technology  and  pharmacy,  have  done  the 
best 

English  National  the  top  performing 
investment  trust,  has  returned  a  whop¬ 
ping  £2.112  on  the  £1,000  January 
investment  However,  it  is  something  of 
an  anomaly,  its  share  price  having 
benefited  from  a  bid  move  by  Joe  Lewis,  a 
Bahaman  businessman,  earlier  this  year 
and  not  from  any  increase  in  net  asset 
value. 

However,  this  is  not  the  case  for 
second-placed  TR  Technology,  which 


grew  tile  £1,000  into  £1,807.91  by  Decem¬ 
ber  16.  James  de  Sausmarez.  retail  man¬ 
aging  director  of  Henderson  Investors, 
which  manages  the  fond,  says  invest¬ 
ment  trusts  benefit  from  (heir  ability  to 
borrow  money  i  to  take  advantage  of 
rising  markets  —  known  as  gearing  — 
something,  unit  trusts  cannot  do. 

Investment  trusts  also  enable  investors 
to  get  a  bargain  in  a  way  that  unit  trusts 
cannot.  As  separately  quoted  companies, 
investment  trusts  issue  shares,  the  value 
of  which  can  rise  and  (all  according  to 
market  sentiment 

That  sentiment  is  not  always  linked  to 
howa  trust  is  actually  performing.  A  trust 
that  is  diligently  growing  its  net  asset 
value  can  see  its  share  price  falL  Tins  is 
called  a  discount  and  can  be  a  good  time 
to  buy  if  you  think  that  the  price  will  rise 
later. 

Many  analysts  believe  Invcsco  Enter¬ 
prise;  an  investment  trust  focusing  on 
smaller  companies,  is  such  a  bargain.  It 
used  to  be  called  the  Lazard  Smaller 
Companies  and  is  languishing  at  a  huge 
25  par  cent  discount  to  its  net  asset  value 
after  several  years  of  undeipeiformance 
under  Lazards.  Andy  Crossley,  its  new 
manager,  is  a  respected  smaller  com¬ 
panies  hind  manager  and  many  believe 
investors  could  benefit  from  a  "double 
wtuunmy"  as  its  share  price  rises  and 
small  companies  recover. 

Bonds  —  government  debt  that  pays 
guaranteed  interest  and  repayment  of 


capital  have  also  had  a  mixed  yCa..  _w„ 
Bonds  tend  to  act  as  a  mirror  image  of  Ap* 
equities,  doing  well  when  stock  marketo^  , 
do  badly,  and  usually  ran  scared  atfhC 
first  whiff  of  inflation.  >. > 

True  to  form.  US  bonds  returned 
measly  2^  percent  to  investors  as  the  buB 
run  in  US  equities  stoked  fears  that 
economy  would  overheat  and  cause  infla-’M 
tfoa.  In  spite  of  similar  inflationary  pres-  .*  ;jg 
sures  in  the  UK  gilts,  performed  SV- 
surprisingly  well,  with  a  65  per  centf  j.-  . 
return  to  investors.  •  !  .#•  *■ 


However,  the  best  returns  for  bond  3 
investors  were  in  Europe,  partfe-i 
ulariy  in  Italy  and  Spain  where  ^ 
total  returns  for  the  year  surpassed  20  per” 
cent  as  prices  '  rocketed.  Robert 
Macm  tyre,  of  Whittingdale,  the  gilt 
expert,  said  prices  rose  as  Italy  and  Spam '! 
introduced  tight  budgets  in  art  attempt-fa-./* 
meet  the  Maastricht  criteria  for  a  singfov? 
European  currency,  forcing  yields  bfitja 
their  bonds  down  to  German  bevels. .  . 

The  best  international  fixed-interest^ 
funds  in  the  12  months  to  November  wertel 
Baring  Global  and  Barclays  Unicarif* 
European  Bond.  According  to  Mkropstiji 
these  added  £82  and  £68  to  the  £1,000$ 
investment  respectively.  The  best  UK  an&T 
gilt  fixed  interest  funds  were  both  from.! 
Scottish  fond  managers.  Abtrust  fixed  ' 
Interest  achieved  £1,139  while  Allied  ' 
Dunbar  Convertible  and  Gilts  provided" 
£1.118. 
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pensions  information  or  advice  and  even  set  up  a  plan,  quickly  and  without  fuss 
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SCOTTISH  WIDOWS 


For  inur  protection,  your  calls  lu  ScnttLib  Widows  may  l»c  recorded.  Information  or  advice  will  only  he  provided  on  Sorti'h  Widows  products,  fcwed  bv  Scottish  Widows"  Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society,  a  mutual  company.  Regulated  by  the-Persoaal  biv  i 
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New  pension,  the  same  old  danger 


- ctppwouuK  »  me 

Prospect  of  another  mince  pie.  But' 
thousands  of  employees  must  fix 
their  minds  upon  this  subject, 
however  unappetizing.  For  in  the 

months  to  come  they  may  be  forced 
to  make  complex  decisions  thwt 
could  mean  the  difference  between 
shandy  or  champagne  Christmas¬ 
es  m  their  old  age. 

Companies  looking  to  cut  the 
cost  of  running  pension  schemes 
wul,  in  1997,  be  increasingly  tum- 
“B  to  group  personal  pensions, 
replacing  a  traditional  general 
fund  with  a  series  of  individual 
plans.  In  theory,  employees  should 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  indepen¬ 
dence,  being  able,  for  example,  to 
pack  up  their  plains  as  they  move 
from  job  to  job.  Bnt  the  reality  can 
be  veiy  different 

The  value  of  any  personal  pen- 


ANNE  ASHWORTH 

Personal  Finance  Editor 


sion  largely  depends  bow  much 
cash  is  invested  and  how  much 
disappears  into  die  pockets  of  the 
middlemen  arranging  the  deal  If 
large  initial  deductions  are  made; 
then  there  will  be  sizeable  penalties 
for  those  who  switch  employers  in 
early  years.  mid  poorer  paymits  for 
those  who  stay  the  course. 

Anyone  offered  the  option  of  a 
group  personal  pension  should  ask 
who  is  paying  die  adviser  setting 
up  the  fund.  If  you  learn  that  large 


amounts  will  be  disappearing  in 
insurance  company  charges  ■  and 
commissions,  then  you  might  be 
better  off  arranging  your  own  plan. 
If  answers  to  this  first  question 
prove  evasive,  then  look  at  die 
projection  for  the  value  of  your 
plan  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  If 
the  figure  is  less  than  you  will  have 
paid  m,  point  out  that  other  firms 
of  advisers  come  much  cheaper. 

The  life  insurance  industry  is 
said  to  consider  the  GPP  as  a 


prime  sales  opportunity  for  1997. 
This  should  put  anyone  on  his  or 
her  guard.  Why  should  an  industry 
which  has  yet  to  resolve  one 
scandal  involving  personal  pen¬ 
sions  show  itself  to  be  any  more 
honourable  in  future  sales  of  the 
same  investment? 

Bond  concern 

THE  pitfalls  of  guaranteed  bonds, 
where  the  return  may  not  be  as 
munificent  as  the  promises  in  the 
large  and  small  print,  have  long 
been  highlighted  by  Weekend 
Money.  Ana  this  weekend  the 
Institute  of  Actuaries  has  voiced  its 
concern  that  “the  chances  of  get¬ 
ting  lower  payouts  are  much 
higher  than  might  be  expected". 
The  actuaries  should  now  co¬ 
operate  with  City  watchdogs  to  put 
an  end  to  misleading  promises 
before  more  investors  are  deluded. 


BUY  YOUR  OWN 
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k  s  any  investor  knows,  there's 
/\  nothing  more  valuable  than 
JL  ^information  which  makes  a 
subscription  to  INVESTORS 
CHRONICLE  such  a  goldmine.  As 
the  UK's  leading  Investment 
magazine,  we  know  how  to 
provide  you  with  die  right 
information  to  make  the  best 
investment  decisions. 

Subscribe  to  INVESTORS 
CHRONICLE  and  see  Jor  yourself 
bow  its  lucid  emierage  will  help 
vou.  Our  generous  introductory 
offer  of  FOUR  FREE  ISSUES  also 
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Caroline  M  err  ell  and  Sara  McConnell  with  a  last-minute  warning  on  flotations 
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Join  the  wide-awake  club 


Millions  of  members 
of  the  big  building 
societies  set  to  float 
or  be  taken  over  in  1997  have 
just  two  days  to  top  their 
accounts  up  to  £100.  or  lose  out 
on  their  long  awaited  -free 
shares  or  cash.  Members  of 
the  Halifax.  Bristol  &  West, 
Northern  Rock  and  die  Wool¬ 
wich  must  have  this  amount  in 
their  accounts  by  December 
31, 1996.  to  qualify  to  vote  and 
to  receive  their  bonus. 

There  are  fears  that  thou¬ 
sands  will  lose  out  because 
the}'  have  depleted  their  ac¬ 
counts  in  the  spending  frenzy 
of  Christmas  and  New  year 
sales.  The  societies  say  that 


cheques  paid  on  Tuesday  De¬ 
cember  31  will  be  enough  to 
ensure  that  savers  do  not  lose 
out  on  the  windfall.  If  the 
cheques  subsequently  bounce, 
then  the  savers  wul  forego 
their  bonuses; 

If  savers  do  not  top  up  their 
accounts,  then  they  will  suffer 
the  same  fate  as  about  100,000 
savers  with  the  Alliance  & 
Leicester  who  failed  to  heed 
warnings  from  the  society  and 
did  not  replenish  their  ac¬ 
counts  by  the  deadline  of 
October  14.. 

It  is  estimated  that  they  have 
together  lost  out  to  the  tune  of 
£1  million.  All  the  societies 
have  been  contacting  their 


members  to  encourage  them  to 
top  up  their  accounts.  About 
17,000  people  have  now  acted 
to  top  up  their  accounts  at  the 
Bristol  &  West  alone. 

Each  of  the  building  society 
conversion  schemes  is  subtly 
different  For  instance,  in 
order  to  qualify  for  the  basic 
distribution  of  shares,  Halifax 
members  had  to  have  £100  in 
their  accounts  on  November 
25, 1994,  and  £100  at  the  and  of 
this  year. 

As  part  of  its  £10  billion 
conversion,  the  Halifax  is  also 
offering  an  additional  variable 
share  distribution  for  those 
with  more  than  £1,000  invest¬ 
ed.  These  extra  shares  will  be 


Don't  spend,  spend,  spend  and  fall  asleep  before  topping  up  your  society  account 
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based  on  the  lower  of  two 
balances  between  November 
25,  1994  and  the  date  of  the 
special  general  meeting  in 
February. 

The  Woolwich's  2.9  million 
members  who  had  £100  in 
their  accounts  on  December 
31,  1996  will  only  qualify  ibr 
the  basic  payout  if  they  also 
had  £100  in  their  account  at 
midnight  on  December  31, 
J995. 

Under  the  Woolwich’s 
scheme,  investors  who  have 
been  with  the  society  for  more 
than  two  years  and  who  have 
between  £1,000  and  £50,000  in 
their  accounts  will  qualify  for 
a  larger  payout,  besed  on  the 


lower  of  two  balances  between 
December  31,  1995  and  the 
sgm  in  February. 

Only  those  one  million 
Northern  Rock  members  who 
had  £50  in  their  accounts  on 
April  2  this  year,  and  who  also 
have  ElOO  at  the  end  of  this 
year  will  qualify  for  the  share 
distribution. 

The  rules  are  different  again 
at  the  B&W,  where  savers  who 
had  an  account  with  the  society 
at  the  end  of  1994  and  subse¬ 
quently  had  £100  with  the 
society  on  April  15  this  year  will 
benefit  from  a  cash  bonus  in 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  takeover, 
providing  they  have  £100  in 
their  accounts  at  December  31. 
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Management  Group  I  lvn  I  2yrs  I  3yrs  I  4yrs  I  5vas  I  6yrs  I  7yks  8yks  I  9yrs  IOybs 


Perpetual 

115 

58 

46 

27 

7 

8 

10 

4 

2  19 

Schroder 

44 

78 

48 

23 

22 

16 

17 

13 

8  13 

M&G 

105 

98 

78 

32 

46 

53 

47 

58 

40  24 

Barclays  Unicorn 

86 

55 

69 

59 

78 

86 

74 

95 

85  62 

Extracts  from  Investment  Intelligence  -  Group  Weighted  Performance  Tables  of  aB  unit  trust  management  groups  as  ait.  1Z96 

As  a  unit  trust  or  PEP  investor,  Furthermore,  Jupiter  has  beaten 

you’re  looking  above  all  for  consistent  every  other  unit  trust  management 

long-term  performance.  - - -  group  in  six  years  out  of  the 

And,  as  you  can  see,  last  ten  and  has  never  been 


you  need  look  no  further  £2.102 

£1,829 

than  Jupiter. 

M 

Jupiter’s  range  of  unit  S] 

*.}#■  m 

trusts  has,  on  average,  ||  g 

handsomely  outperformed  wumngmi 

nodneonoMM 

those  of  the  other  major  - - — 

groups  listed  over  every  annual  period 
from  one  to  ten  years. 


out  of  the  top  three  over 

£1. 954 

8^  *rS  the  period  -  a  consistency 

(j  of  performance  unmatched 

H  by  any  other  group. 

ipatvnttwfciArkiMi.  For  details  on  our  unit 

onnbadgmi 

-  trusts  and/or  the  Jupiter 

PEP,  talk  to  your  financial  adviser,  call 
us  free  now,  or  return  the  coupon. 


\if 

I 


J  U  PUT  E  R 

Leaders  in  long-term  performance 


To:  Jupiter  Unit  Trust  Managers  Ltd,  Knightsbridgft  House,  107  Knlghtsbridge,  London  SW7  1RB. 
Please  send  me  further  Information  on:  Jupiter  Unit  Trusts  □  .  The  Jupiter  PEP  □ 


Print  Name  (Mr/Mrs/ Ms) - - 


_ _ _ _ _ J. _ Address  ..... 


.—Post  Code . . . . . . Ti2B12 


Jupiter  Unit  Trust  Managers  Ltd  is  regulated  by  IMRO  and  the  Personal  Investment  Authority.  Member  of  AUT1F.  A  subsidiary  of  Commerzbank  AG,  one  of  Germany's  leading  banks. 
You  should  remember  that  the  value  of  an  Investment  and  the  income  from  it  can  go  down  as  well  as  up.  it  may  be  affected  by  exchange  rate  variations,  and  you  may  not  get  back  the  amount  invested.  Current  tax  levels 
and  relief*  may  change  and  Their  vatu*  wS  depend  on  your  indMdual  ctrcii instances.  Ran  performance  is  not  nececsarSy  a  guide  to  future  performance-  Up  to  100%  erf  die  annual  management  fee  is  to  be  Taken  from 
capital  of  income  Trua  and  High  Income  Bind.  Thu  may  accordingly  restrict  capital  growth.  Copies  of  the  had-yearty  and  annual  reports  may  be  obtained  from  Jupiter  Unit  Trust  Managers  Ltd.  Itnigmstxidge  House,  187 
KnlgMiiiridge,  London  SW7  IBB.  Scheme  partfcvlarv  mey  etoo  be  obtained  from  that  address.  V  •  x 
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HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


FROM  WOOLWICH  DIRECT 


UP  TO 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  2&  1996- 

on  banking 


•u: 


as 


£10 


f 


mil 


CASHBACK 


Celebrate  the  New  Year  with  Woolwich  Direct’s  new 
Cashback  Mortgage.  Borrow  up  to  85%  of  our  valuation  at  the 
Society’s  standard  variable  rate,  currently  7.29%  (7.5%  APR), 
and  we’ll  send  you  a  cheque  for  4%  of  the  loan  (up  to  £10,000) 
after  completion.  Cal!  us  now  on  0645  75  75  75  for  a  personal 
quotation  in  minutes,  quoting  reference:  TY2812. 


Get  much  more  with 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0645  75  75  75 


For  your  security,  telephone  conversations  may  be  recorded.  8.30am  -  9.00pm  MON  -  FRI; 
9.0 Oam  -  3.00pm  SAT;  10.00am  -  2.00pm  SUN  Internet  address:  wooh*rich-dHrect@e-mallxorn 


The  cashback  ropraaanta  40%  of  the  advance,  up  to  a  maximum  cashback  of  £10.000.  The  Cashback  Mortgage  m  available  through  Wbotoidi  Direct  to  afl  new  mongaga  customer* 
(including  remortgaged  and  existing  Woolwich  customers  who  are  moving  home.  The  interest  rate  Is  variable  thnxighoie  the  term  and  the  APR  is  variable  and  typical.  The  4J% 
caahbadt  offer  applies  only  where  a  written  offer  of  advance  was  Issued  on  or  altar  Z&12J6  and  tfra  monpaga  complatad  by  30-007.  Typical  example:  baaed  on  an  intareg  only  loan, 
an  intwesi  rata  of  733%  7.B%  APR  and  a  purchase  price  of  £70000.  a  couple  taking  out  a  mortgage  at  £57.000  over  25  years  [where  the  amount  of  die  advance  is  70%  of  the  Society's 
valuation  at  die  property)  would  pay  Irnaraat  at  £316X0  per  month  gross  {300  payments).  Valuer's  teo  £156.00.  Application  lea  £195X0.  Telegraphic  Transfer  fee  £26.  Sol  retort 
mortgage  charges  Cl 00.00.  Deeds  Administration  Fee  payable  on  i ademption  £5000  and  a  single  repayment  of  capital  of  £51X00-  Total  amount  payaMe  £147.295X0.  739%.  15K  APR. 
A  first  charge  over  your  property  will  be  required  as  security.  For  Interest  only  loans,  you  are  advised  to  arrange  a  suitable  repayment  vehicle  in  repay  the  capital  at  the  end  of  the 
mortgage  term.  H  the  mortgage  Is  ehhar  redeemed  (in  full  or  In  part)  or  transferred  to  another  acheme  before  the  fourth  anniversary  of  the  date  on  which  interact  la  firat  charged  in 
respect  of  the  mortgage,  the  value  of  the  caihhaclt  you  have  received  must  be  repaid  In  full.  AM  mortgages  are  tnhjnrf  to  status,  valuation  and  a  minimum  age  of  18.  A  written 
quotation  Is  avaiabie  an  request  from  Woolwich  Direct  TO  Bate  COO.  SMcup,  Km  DA  14  CUE.  Wodwlch  Direct  is  a  sanrico  provided  by  Woohvkti  Bukfing  Society  which  represent* 
only  the  Woolwich  Marketing  Group,  which  b  regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority  for  Pfe  assurance  and  unit  trust  business.  All  rates  correct  at  time  of  going  to  pren 

YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A  MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 


Hie  way  we  were;  the  banking  sectoriias  come  a  long  way  since  Hie  days  when  huge  staffs  balanced  ledgers  by  hand 
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WIVE  TAKEN  THE  BEST  BITS 


OTHER  INVESTMENTS  AND 


PUT  THEM  INTO  OUR 


HIGH  INCOME  FUND  PER 


No  efttty  j 


of  exit  | 
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Now  you  don't  have  to  tear  through  the 
financial  pages,  trying  to  find  the  best  deals. 

We've  selected  them  for  you  and  put  them  in 
our  High  income  Fund  PER 

To  start  with  you're  offered  a  tax-free  income 
of  72%pA*  And  you  pay  no  entry  or  exit  charges. 
We  also  think  you  shouldn't  be  ripped  off  on 
management  fees.  Ours  is  a  very  low  0.75%. 


If  you'd  like  your  money  to  work  harder, 
invest  a  couple  of  minutes  in  a  phone  call. 

Our  trained  advisers  don't  work  on 
commission,  so  instead  of  hard  sell  you'll  get 
straightforward  information  and  sensible  advice 
on  how  to  make  the  most  of  your  money.  Lines 
are  open  from  8am  to  9pm,  seven  days  a  week. 

It'll  cut  out  the  need  to  look  any  further. 


we  T  5|"u  V@y  AN  WI'LL  melp  you  qne 

'Estimated  cross  redefinition  yiefcl  at  18.12.96.  {gross  nmrtng  7.6*L  The  value  of  investments,  end  any  income  from  them,  can  tea  as  weQ  as  rise  and 

amount  you  invested-  Part  of  aD  oMha  ar^rna^eni^ch^flniy  be  pakl  out  of  capital  -  wtfeSs  wd  enhance  the  income 
rSstributedit  may  constrain  capital  growth.  Tax  concessions  can  change  and  ftetryafuewg  depend  on  ycur  Circunstances.  Saw  6  Prosper  Group  Limited  h 

and  WRO.  Wfe  only  *«se  on  products  and  serves  ofl^tvttan^ 

Save  &  Prosper  Group  United,  FREEPOST.  Romford  RM1 1BR.  Please  send  me  detads  of  Save  &  Prospers  High  Income  Fund  PER 


Ife-Mrt/lfes 


PTJ;odg 


,5a 4*  men*  -o  yc  cAy  fgytt  eScntam. 


UK  retail  banks  are  enjoying 
themselves.  Bad  debt  is  undo- 
control  and  consumer  borrow¬ 
ing.  one  of  the  most  lucrative  sources  of 
revenue,  is  growing  as  the  economic 
recovery  strengthens.  Expected  interest 
rate  rises  and  a  revival  in  the  housing 
market  also  mean  mortgage  lending 
profit  margins  can  be  increased. 

Across  die  sector  analysts  are  expecting 
dividend  growth  of  15  per  cent  to  20  per 
cent  over  the  next  two  years,  compared 
with  8  per  cent  to  10  per  cent  dividend 
growth  for  the  rest  of  the  market  Peter 
Toeman,  banking  analyst  at  ABN  Amro 
Hoare  Govett,  said:  “Lending  growth  is 
running  at  about  10  per  cent  per  annum, 
driven  by  consumer  credit  which  has  the 
biggest  profit  margins." 

For  the  first  time  banks  are  managing 
to  increase  profitability  while  reducing 
staff  numbers,  thanks  to  the  increased 
efficiency  of  electronic  banking.  Last 
month  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  reported 
healthy  pre-tax  profits  of  £695  million  for 
the  year  to  September  30,  15  per  cent 
higher  than  the  year  before:  This  was  in 
spite  of  Direct  Une,  its  direct  insurance 
and  financial  sendees  subsidiary,  suffer¬ 
ing  a  slump  in  its  profits  contribution  to 
£26.5  million,  against  £112  million  last 
year. 

John  Shelley,  director  of  UK  larger 
companies  at  Ah  trust  the  fund  manager 
with  £3  billion  under  management  said: 


“We  think  the  prospects  fin- the  UK  retail 
bank  sector  are  good.  We  particularly 
like  the  Asian  banks,  HSBC  and  Stan¬ 
dard  Chartered,  which  are  both  under¬ 
valued  and  yet  perfectly  placed  in  the 
fastest  growing  consumer  finance  mar¬ 
kets  of  the  world.  Standard  Chartered  is 
also  a  likely  bid  target  Our  favourite  UK 
bank  is  Lloyds  TSB  which  has  demon¬ 
strated  strong  commitment  to  enhancing 
shareholder  value." 

Mr  Shelley  believes  next  year’s  build¬ 
ing  society  flotations,  dominated  by  the 
Halifax  Building  Society  which  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  raise  at  least  £10  billion,  will  attract 
heavy  US  investment  as  the  UK  bank 
sector  has  lagged  behind  its  strongly- 
performing  US  counterpart 

Lloyds  Bank’s  merger  with  TSB  is 
expected  to  produce  cost  savings  of  at 


least  £350  million.  Its  widely-admired 
purchase  of  Cheltenham  &  Gloucester 
Building  Society  has  been  emulated  by 
Abbey  National,  which  recently  complet¬ 
ed  its  takeover  of  National  &  Provincial. 
And  Royal  Bank’s  chief  executive, 
George  Mathewson,  has  made  no  secret 
of  his  interest  in  buying  a  budding 
society. 

Hie  high  profit  margins  associated 
with  retail  banking  are  attracting! new 
entrants,  such  as  Tesco,  J  Sainsbury.  and 
Safeway.  And  BAT,  die  tobacco  and 
financial  sendees  giant  which  owns 
insurance  companies  Allied  Dunbar  and 
Eagle  Star  is  also  rumoured  to  be  sizing 
up  tire  market 

But  there  are  concerns  that  banks,  not 
knows  for  their  farsightedness. '  may 
relax  their  lending  criteria  to  capitalise  on  a- 
consumer  and  corporate  demand.  This  W 
could  let  the  bad  debt  genie  out  of  tire 
bottle  again  and  lead  to  a  slump  in 
profits.  In  I99L  when  the  recession  was  at 
its  most  severe,  bad  debt  accounted  for  IS 
per  cent  of  total  lending.  It  is  now  about 
0.5  per  cent. 

Hoare  Govetfs  Peter  Toeman '  also 
believes  the  benign  outlook  for  banks  is 
by  and  large  already  reflected  in  their 
share  prices.  Investors  looking  for  a 
short-term  punt  should  look  to  other 
sectors.  Over  the  medium-term,  however 
—  three  to  five  years,  say  —  the  sector 
does  remain  attractive. 
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With  its  combination  of  choice,  low  entry  and 
exit  costs  and  strong,  long-term  performance, 
our  Private  Investor  Plan  still  offers  better 
overall  value  than  other  savings  and 
investment  plans  available. 

We  charge  just  5p  to  invest  the 
minimum  £25  a  month  into  the  Plan.* 
<Or.  for  example.  £2  for  a  £1,000  lump 
sum.*)  A  small  price  to  pay  for  Foreign 
&  Colonial  performance.  The  Plan 
allows  you  to  choose  from  our  wide 
range  of  investment  trusts  and  even 
change  your  investment  amounts  and 


35 


frequency  without  penalty. 


A  first  class  idea  from  the  inventors  of  the 
investment  trust  Why  not  find  out  more? 

better  value  investment  ideas  since  ises 


Foreign 'Qb  Colonial 


Phone  01734  828  802  or  Fax  01734  344  622  any  time,  quoting  the  coupon  code. 

Alternatively  return  this  coupon  to:  Foreign  &  Colonial  Management  Ltd,  TO  Box  2.  TWyford,  Berkshire  RG10  9NW 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


..Code  P28129CT 


*  Ywr  Performance  of  fl.000  inv««l  m  FJC Inn  Trust  PIC  £1.83*  rasnntmsinng,  fMM. 
•Plus  statutory  0.5%  Govt  Stamp  Duty  on  purdiase. 


wwt  warage  £1.646  and  Bldg.  Sot  row 


Tbavalue  of  shares  and  tha  income  from  them  on  Mf  as  w*l| as rite  and  you  may  not  net  hx*  th.  t.  m  ..  _ 

guida  to  the  future.  AD  figures  sourced  Mfcropal  20  yre  31X.76-30X.9fi,  5  vs  30X31  -  308  Tth  .7*,  1*1.  *n***n. lnwBte<*-  Past  performance  fa  noil 
******  T™?*4  **  *****  3  S*  wwmal  avrn.  (Actual  Han  bwfa  mM-marit«  prices,  not 

pwchase]  Um.  Wot  figure  basis:  offer  to  bid.  net  Income  reinvested.  _ *  0-5%  Govt.  Stamp  Dutv  an 


r««)t«al  return,  not  room*  retavisid.7ore*n  %  (UK  Savings  Q5«»f 

subiRfiariet  are  tho  Manogrn  of  the  btvesanainjrtBa.  wwiw  veguaua  by  IMRQ  and  the  Personal  investment  Author!^)  or  ta 
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Sarah  McConnell  reports  on  how  the  second  crop  of  Tessas  has  fared 


N  ew-crop 


a 


Projected  maturity  vakxs  of  vgrfafcfe  rate  Tessas  at  January  1.  1997. 
assuring  ft#  the  traxtougn  investment  was  node  on  opening  (January 
1,  1992)  and  rnaximum  top-ups  made  on  each  armnerssry. 


LARGER  INSTITUTIONS 

Abbey  National  . 

Affiance  &  Leicester  BS 
Bonk  of  Scotland 
Bank 

Bkmincftani  Mktahtras  BS 
Bradford  &  Bfoglsy  BS  (High  Return) 
Bristol  &  WbstBS  (Bonus) 

Britannia  BS 
Chelsea  BS 

Cheltenham  &  Gloucester 
Co-operative  Bank 
Goutts&Co 
First  Direct 
Halifax  BS 

Leeds  &  H^beck  BS 
Uoyds  Bank 

National  Counties  BS 
Nationwide  BS 
NatWest  Bank 
Northern  Rock  BS 
Norwich  &  Peterborough  BS 
Portman  BS 
Robert  Ftemrng/S&P 
Royal  Bank  of  Scotland 
Sfdpton  BS 
Stood  &  Swindon  BS 
Sun  Banking  Corporation 
TSB 

West  Bromwich  BS 
Woolwich  BS 
Yorkshire  Bank 
Yorkshire  BS 


TOP  MATURING  TESSAS 


Rsnk/Company 

1)  Chesham  BS 

2)  Hanley  Economic  BS 

3)  Julian  Hodge  Bank 

4)  AHfecj [Trust  Batik  ^ow  Invested 

7)  National  Counties  BS 
81  Tipton  &  Cosetey  BS 

9)  DunfonntineBS 

10)  Vernon  BS 
11}  Cheshire  BS 

12)  Monmouthshire  BS 

13)  Enter  Bank 

14)  Leopold  Joseph  &  Sons 

15)  Hotroesdate  BS .  . 


BOTTOM  MATURING  TESSAS 


Rank/Company 

76)  Uoyds  Bank  (Option) 

77)  Yorkshire  Bank 

78)  Barclays  Bank 

79)  Ulster  Bank  (Nl) 

80)  Uoyds  Bank 

81)  First  Direct 

82)  Leek  Unted  BS 

83)  Robert  RemingfS&P 

84)  Clydesdale  Bank 

85)  Bank  of  Scotland 
88)  Northern  Bank  (Ml) 

87)  Cater  Aflen  Bank 

88)  Bank  of  Ireland  (Ni) 

89)  Midland  Bank 

90)  Co-operalnB  Bank 

Source:  Moneylacts 


£11 ,47084 
£11,373j48 
£11,093.75 
£11834.12 
£1181189 
£1183881 
£11843.00 
£1181383 
£11,45283 
£1180982 
£10,83982 
£11898.25 
£1181782 
£11,588.09 
£11,482.77 
£1182384 
£11879.73 
£1180885 
£11,744.68 
£11.441.53 
£11825-00 
£11,41982 
£11,43982 
£11.459.01 
£11,136.08 
£11,477.65 
£11,42288 
£11842.03 
£1184583 
£11,61388 
£11898-96 
£1182683 
£1187583 
£11846.68 


£1185385 

£11,91782 

£11.80487 

£11.77983 

£11,77480 

£11,75384 

£11,744.68 

£11,729.77 

£11,728.61 

£11,710.73 

£11,70580 

£11,701.81 

£11.69184 

£11,683.78 

£11.678.04 


£11879.73 

£1187583 

£11834.12 

£11828.44 

£1182384 

£1181782 

£11,18580 

£11.13688 

£11,100.82 

£11,083.75 

£11,083.00 

£11,064.98 

£11822.17 

£11,008.65 

£1083982 


If  you  already  have  life  assurance 
or 

if  you  are  about  to  start  a  policy 

you  could  save  over 
half  your  premiums. 

We  provide  a  totally  independent  service. 
We  do  not  give  advice  about  your  financial 
riicuinstances.  We  simply  provide  the 
information  in  our  FREE  GUIDE  which 
enables  you  to  make  your  own  decisions. 

+  We  give  you  the  facts. 

+  You  choose  from  the  top  providers. 

+  We  arrange  the  policy  for  you. 

+  You  receive  25%  of  our  commission. 

Policy  Choice  Direct 

The  financial  people  who  let  you  choose 

4  CALL  US  FREE 
_  0500  813913 

Hot  all  btsurance  policies  and  investments 
are  suitable  for  everyone  so  if  you  have  any  doubt 
about  suitability  seek  expert  advice. 

Poto-Oaa-l 


N  ext  week  the  second  crop  of 
tax-exempt  special  savings 
accounts  (Tessas),  worth  an 
estimated  £2  fcdDion.  w[[]  mature. 
Anyone  who  has  invested  the  maxi¬ 
mum  £9,000  over  die  past  five  years 
will  be  looking  at  an  average  lump 
sum  of  £11,491.73.  The  lucky  ones  who 
invested  with  the  top-performing 
Chesham  Building  Society  will  get 
£11.953.65.  At  the  other  end  of  the 
scale;  investors  with  file  Cooperative 
Bank  will  get  just  £1083982. 

You  may  want  to  lake  the  money 
and  run.  But  if  you  want  to  open 
another  Tessa,  you  will  have  a  nasty 
shock.  Not  only  are  rates  up  to  7  per 
cent  lower  than  when  you  invested  in 
1992.  butTessas  have  become  compli¬ 
cated.  You  have  a  choice  of  variable 
rates,  fixed  nates,  accounts  linked  to 
file  FT-SE  100  index  and  escalator 
Tessas,  where  the  rate  is  guaranteed 
to  rise  each  year  by  a  set  amount 
.  Many  savers  were  bruised  by  their 
experience  with  variable-rate  Tessas, 
the  rates  of  which  had  halved  from  14 
"to  7  per  cent  over  five  years.  A  numb¬ 
er  of  banks  and  building  societies 
rushed  in  with  offers  of  fixed  rates 
over  five  years,  to  tempt  people  with 
the  promise  of  security  in  new  Tessas. 
There  was  a.  good  response.  At  Abbey 
National,  75  per  cent  of  savers  putting 
money  into  second-generation  Tessas 
last  year  opted  for  the  Abbey's  7  per 
cent  fixed  rate  rather  than  its  6.6  per 
cent  variable  rate. 

But  now  advisers  question  the 
wisdom  of  locking  into  a  fixed  rate  for 
five  years.  Rates  are  starting  to  rise 
after  another  year  of  freefail.  and  five 
years  is  a  long  time  to  be  trapped  in 
an  uncompetitive  fixed  rate.  .  James 
Higgins,  of  Chamberlain  de  Broe.  the 
independent  financial  adviser,  said: 
“Go  for  a  variable  rate.  Rates  are  cyc¬ 


lical  and  anyone  who  bit  the  bullet 
last  year  and  went  for  a  variable  rate 
should  see  rates  rise." 

Vidd  Bum.  deputy  editor  of 
Moneyfacts,  said:  "1  would  not  go  for 
a  fixed  rate  with  an  election  in  the 
offing  and  rising  base  rates."  At  first 
sight,  fixed  rates  look  tempting-  A 
telephone  survey  of  rates  by  The 
Times  showed  that  variable-rate  first 
and  second-generation  Tessas  from 
all  the  mam  providers  have  fallen 
across  the  year,  in  same  cases  by 
signficantly  more  than  than  the  085 
per  cent  fall  in  base  rates.  Some  rates 
are  starting  to  turn  up  again  but  only 
slightly. 

All  the  following  assume  that  savers 
have  invested  the  maximum  £9,000 
over  five  years.  Those  still  on  their  first 
Tessa  at  the  Alliance  &  Leicester,  for 
example,  would  have  seen  their  vari¬ 
able  rate  fall  over  the  year  from  65  to 
535  per  cent  now.  Savers  whose 
Tessas  mature  this  year  will  be  offered 
a  new  Tessa  at  a  variable  rate  of  635 
per  cent,  substantially  lower  than  the 
725  per  cent  offered  to  savers  with  ac¬ 
counts  maturing  this  time  last  year. 

Barclays,  traditionally  a  poor 
performer  in  the  Tessa  stakes, 
has  cut  its  rate  on  first- 
generation  Tessas  from  65  per  cent  to 
5.75  per  cent  This  will  rise  to  6  per 
cent  in  the  new  year.  The  bank 
redeems  itself  slightly  by  offering  a 
625  per  cent  variable  rate  on  its 
follow-up  account  to  maturing  Tessa 
savers  this  year.  The  Halifax,  the 
largest  society,  was  paying  6.7  per 
cent  on  its  Tessa  1  at  the  beginning  of 
January  and  is  now  paying  6.05  per 
cent.  But  both  these  rates  indude  a 
maturity  bonus.  Without  the  bonus 
they  fall  to  5.9  and  5.45  per  cent,  like 
the  A&L.  savers  whose  accounts 
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Another  harvest  safely  ire  like  wfaeatfields,  some  Tessas  have  cropped  heavily  while  others  barely  paid  their  way 


mature  this  year  are  offered  a  mini¬ 
mally  better  variable  rate  on  Tessa  2, 
of  634  per  cent  inducting  bonus. 

But  some  institutions,  particularly 
banks,  seem  to  be  keen  to  add  insult 
to  injury  to  savers  with  maturing  Tes¬ 
sas.  At  Lloyds,  Tessa  1  was  paying 
6.75  per  cent  in  January  this  year  and 
is  now  paying  635  per  cent  The  foll¬ 
ow-up  Tessa  is  paying  the  same, 
hardly  an  incentive  to  stay  loyal. 
TSB,  now  part  of  Lloyds,  has  adopted 
the  same  strategy.  According  to 
Moneyfacts,  the  best  variable  rate  on 
offer  for  those  with  maturing  Tessas 
is  from  the  National  Counties  Build¬ 
ing  Sodety,  at  73  per  cent  The 


minimum  investment  is  £9.000.  West 
Bromwich  is  paying  7  per  cent  on  a 
minimum  of  £250.  The  C&G  and 
Birmingham  Midshires  are  also 
paying  7  per  cent,  on  minimum 
investments  of  £9.000  and  £1.000. 

The  real  action,  for  the  finandal 
-institutions  at  least,  is  on  the  fixed- 
rate  side.  Rising  interest  rates  mean 
some  institutions  have  refinanced 
fixed-rate  deals  to  give  savers  better 
rates.  According  to  Moneyfacts.  the 
savings  guide,  the  West  Bromwich 
Building  Sodety  and  NatWest  Bank 
are  best  buys  on  the  fixed-rate  side, 
paying  a  fixed  rate  of  7.45  per  cent  on 
minimum  balances  of  £3,000  and 


£5500  respectively.  The  Yorkshire 
Bank  is  paying  7.3  per  cent  on  £9,000. 

Given  the  poor  record  of  Tessa 
providers  in  offering  good  variable 
rates,  many  savers  will  be  tempted 
towards  a  fixed  rate.  Last  time  round, 
there  were  almost  no  fixed  rates  as 
interest  rates  were  too  high  to  make 
the  offer  of  a  fixed  rate  profitable.  But 
what  looks  a  good  rate  now  may  not 
be  if  rates  rise  over  the  next  five  years. 

Mark  Dampier,  of  Churchill  In¬ 
vestments.  the  independent  finandal 
adviser,  said:  "It  won’t  take  much-for 
variable  rates  to  rise  above  fixed 
rates.  There  isnl  that  much 
difference." 


The  Index-Tracking  PEP 
that  performs  the  best 


(also  costs  the  least) 


INVESTMENT  PERFORMANCE 
NOV  95  to  NOV  96 


Legal  &  General 


Kleinwort  Benson 


HSBC 


A  glance  at  the  table 
will  show  that  -  since 


Virgin 

Average  UK  Income  &  Growth  Trust 


GROWTH 


18.5% 


18.47% 


17.92% 


17.90% 

16.08% 


****** 
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its  launch  one  year  ago  -  the  Index-Tracking  PEP  from  Legal  &  General  has  proved 
that  it  offers  PEP  investors  unbeatable  value  for  money. 

It  follows  the  FTSE  All-Share  Index.  This  Index  reflects  the  performance  of  the  entire 
stockmarket,  so  it  removes  the  risk  of  being  over-exposed  to  shares  which  under¬ 
perform  and  lessen  your  return. 

In  fact ,  £6,000  invested  in  the  Legal  &  General  Index-Tracking  PEP 

last  year  would  now  be  worth  £ 7,11 0*f  compared  to  just  £6,965  in 

fsif 

$  the  average  UK  Income  &  Growth  Trust.  And  there's  still  time  to 
invest  this  financial  year. 


Unbeatable  costs ... 


[§•  At  just  0.5 %  p.a.,  you  won't  find  a  cheaper  PEP  anywhere  else.  And 
g  there  are  still  no  initial  charges  or  withdrawal  fees  to  pay. 

To  End  out  more  about  the  M  tm  /  "  gm  pfj 

UK's  best  value  PEP,  call  now,  or  return  the  m  #Mr  ltlQGJCm  / iSGnfflEJ  m  C  m 

coupon  below.  Alternatively,  you  can  contact  0500  11  66  22 

us  at  http://www.legal-andgeneral.co.uk 


Please  quote *  reference  number?  .T-iDLOS 

“Source:  Micropul,  on  a  bid  to  bid  basis  with  gross  income  reinvested  from  01. 1 1. 95  to  01. 1 1.96.  since  launch.  fThis  makes  no  allowance  for 
any  management  charges  which  are  applicable  to  a  PEP  but  our  charges  would  not  significantly  alter  the  performance  disparity.  Past 
-  performance  is  not  necessarily  a  guide  to  future  performance.  Both  capital  and  income  \ralues  may  go  down  as  well  as  up  and  you  may  not 
get  back  the  amount  invested.  7 Tax  assumptions  are  those  currently  applicable  and  are  subject  to  statutory  change.  The  value  of  tax  relief  will 
depend  on  your  individual  circumstances.  All  comparisons  of  cost  apply  to  PEPs  investing  wholly  in  unit  trusts.  Full  written  details  are 
available  on  request.  All  statements  are  correct  as  at  01. 1 1.96.  For  your  protection  calls  will  usually  be  recorded  and  randomly  monitored. 
Legal  &  General  (Direct)  Limited.  Registered  in  England  No.  2702080.  Registered  Office:  Temple  Court,  11  Queen  Victoria  Street.  London  EC4N 
4TP.  Representative  only  of  the  Legal  &  Genera/  marketing  group,  members  of  which  are  regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authorin'  and 
IMRO  for  the  purposes  of  recommending,  advising  on  and  selling  life  assurance  and  investment  products  bearing  Legal  &  General's  name. 

• 

Posf  to:  Legal  &  General  (Direct)  Limited ,  FREEPOST  SWC0467.  .umn «  • 

Cardiff  CF1  1YW.  2 


•  Please  send  me  full  written  details  of  the  Legal  &  General 

•  Index-Tracking  PEP. 

SURNAME  tMr/Mn/MIss/Ms > _ _ _ 

FORENAMES _ 


ADDRESS. 


POSTCODE. 


•  TEL  NO:  Home 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 


TEL  NO:  Work 


•  If  you  already  have  any  PEP  investment,  p/ease  tick  here  /  /. 


•  We  nay  telephone  you  to  make  sure  infomauoa  requested  has  arrived  safely.  Now  and  then,  nr  may  tell  you 
m  about  other  products  or  services  offered  by  the  Legal  &  General  Group  of  companies  that  we  helieve  nay  be 
•  of  interest  ro  you.  If  you  would  prefer  not  to  receive  this  carefully  selected  information,  please  tick  here  f~}. 
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Tm  =^^TIlV1FS  MONEY  INFORMATION  SERVICE 
in  touch  with 


Stay 
Mobile  Monitor 


Investors  on  the  move  need 
never  miss  out  on  a  stock 
market  opportunity  again 
thanks  to  a  new  service. 
Mobile  Monitor.  Real-time 
share  price  information  can 
now  be  supplied  direct  to  your 
mobile  phone  from  the  Stock 
Exchange;  keeping  investors 
in  constant  touch. 

Two  types  of  service  are  on 
offer.  Mobile  Monitor  Trig¬ 
ger.  aimed  at  the  private 
investor,  automatically  sends 
a  message  to  the  screen  of 
your  mobile  phone  whenever 
a  predetermined  high  or  low 
price  is  triggered  on  a  portfo¬ 
lio  of  up  to  SO  shares.  Mobile 
Monitor  Tracker  is  suitable 
for  the  City  professional  and 
active  investor  who  needs  to 
monitor  constantly  share 
price  movements. 

Customers  may  run  extend¬ 
ed  portfolios  if  more  than  50 
shares  need  to  be  tracked. 
Each  message  sent  to  your 
phone  will  cost  lOp.  Call  0171 
281 441 i  for  more  information. 


ters.  Seven  financial 
—  banking,  insurance,  mort¬ 
gages,  investments;  financial 
advice,  pensions  and  tax  — 
are  dearly  explained  and  a 
telephone  number  is  provided 
to  ask  for  further  free  infor¬ 
mation  leaflets  giving  inde¬ 
pendent  advice. 

Free  copies  of  Wheel  of 
Fortune  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Unit  Trust  Information 
Service  on  0181 207  1361  or  by 
writing  to  UTIS,  65  Kings- 
way,  London,  WC2B  6TD. 
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INSTANT  ACCESS  ACCOUNTS 

Account 

Notice 
of  term 

Deposit 

Rata 

interest 

paid 

Teachers'  BS  01202  887171 
Scarborough  BS  0800  590578 

Bristol  &  West  BS  0800  901 109 
Bristol  &  West  BS  0800  801 109 

Buifion 

Inst  by  Post 

Inst  Acc  Post. 
Inst  Acc  Post 

Instant 

Postal 

Postal 

Postal 

'  £500 

£5,000 
£10,000 
£25,000 

4.80 

5.70 

&00 

6.05 

•  }6Yfy 

% 

tty 

■tty 

NOTICE  ACCOUNTS  &  BONDS 

Account 

Notice 
of  term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Cheltenham  &  Glos  0800  717505 
First  National  BS  01232  314050 
Leopold  Jos  &  Sons  0171  588  2323 
Leeds  &  Hoibeck  BS  0113  225  7777 

Direct  30 

High  Yield 

40  Day  Notice 
Postal  Bonus 

30  day  p 

30  day 

40  day 
30.4.98p 

£100 

£25,000 

£10,000 

£10,000 

5.50 

6.45 

622 

7.00 

« 

FIRST  TESSAS  (TAX  FREE) 

Account 

Notice 
of  tom 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Sun  Banking  Corp  01438  744505 
NaiWsst  Bank  0800  200400 

Fixed 

Fixed 

5  year 

5  year 

£8,575 

£5,000 

7.50 

7.45 

F/Yly 
F/Yl y 
-  Yw 

West  Bromwich  BS  0990  143668 

5  year 

£250 

7.00 

tty 
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120  020  10-10,000** 
aao  225  .  20-600**7 
4.80  3202,00025200** 
4.80  3.601 20020.000** 
100-10,000 


Ordinary  A/c'  120 

Investment  A/c’*#  4.75 
income  Bond"-*  6.00 
First  Opt  Bond.  6.00 
43rd  twue  cent*  525 
Chfldren's  Bondt  6.75 
Gen  Ext  Rate  321 

Capital  Bond*  e  625  522  329 
9th  index  Linkedt*  2.50 
Pensnre  Bond  S3*  7.00  5.60  420  SXWOjOOOs  60day.  0645  645000 


0645  646000 
imth.  0645  845000 
3mth  0645645000 
0645645000 
May  0645  645000 
25-T.000  Imth  0645  845000 
0645  645000 
flday  0645  645000 
8day  0645  645000 


-.'1 
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100-250.000 

100-10,000 
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All  figures  are  the  gi 
rchase),  guaranteed 


■  A  SURVEY  by  Autif,  the 
Association  of  Unit  Trusts 
and  Investment  Funds,  shows 
that  70  per  cent  of  parents  fed 
badly  educated  in  personal 
finance,  in  response.  Autif  has 
devised  Wheel  of  Fortune,  a 
leaflet  giving  an  accessible 
introduction  to  money  mal- 


■THE  forthcoming  flota¬ 
tions  of  building  sod  dies  and 
the  Norwich  Union  will  affect 
20  million  people,  many  of 
whom  will  be  holding  share 
investments  for  the  first  tune. 
The  Share  Centre  has  pro¬ 
duced  an  information  pack  to 
guide  investors  through  every 
aspect  of  the  demutualisation 
process,  explaining  the  pos¬ 
sible  tax  implications  and 
opportunities  for  share¬ 
holders. 

The  Share  Centre  also  de¬ 
tails  its  commission  rates  for 
buying  and  selling  shares.  For 
a  free  information  pack  or 
more  information  on  de¬ 
mutualisation,  telephone  0600 
800008  or  view  the  Web  Site 

@  www.share-CO.uk. 


CREDIT  CARDS 


Card  type 


Interest 
per  month 


APR% 


Fee  per 
annum 


Co-operative  Bank  0800  109000 
One  Bank  0800  669000 
:  Fleming/S&P  0800  829024 


Advantage  Visa 
Visa 

MasterCard/Visa 


0.64%NC 
0.797%N 
0.91 7%C 


7.9096N 

9_90%N 

1120% 


PERSONAL  LOANS 


APR 


Monthly  payment  on  £3,000  for  3yrs 
with  insurance  no  insurance 


Northern  Rock  BS  0345  421421 
BBS  Direct  0800  121125 
Direct  Line  0141  248  9966 


12£0%N 

14.00% 

14.80%E 


£112.66 

£114.78 

£114.25 


rhoklBreorar22 
'rate  for  a 


Lizanne  Rose 


Nb.  C  =  no  interest  free  period,  E 
(all  other  rales  variable),  H  —  Hig 
Interest  paid  on  maturity,  P  -  By  Post  only 

*  RATES  SHOWN  ARE  GROSS  AND  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 
PLEASE  CHECK  RATES  BEFORE  INVESTING 

Sounoe  MoneyFadS.  the  Monthly  Gtada  to  Investment  &  Mortgage  Rates  (01692  500  877) 


ANNUAL  INCOME 
Rates  as  at  December  24. 1996 


FIXED  RATE 


Gross 

coupon 


Buying 

price 


%  Minimum 

Gross  Issue  purchase 
yield  price  amount 


Lender 


purchase), 

SINGLE  LIFE  (towel  am) 


ross  annual  annuity  (£100,000 
monthly  ii 


5  years,  paid  i 

Male:  Age  60 


in  advance 
Age  65  Age  70 


Canada  Li. 


Prudential..,.. 
Generali 


-Level 


Standard  Li_ 
Equitable  Lf_ 


....Level 

—Level 


.Level 


.Level 


£9,901 

£9,860 

£9,844 

£9,778 

£9,905 


£10,976 

£10,889 

£10,880 

£10,844 

£10^24 


£12,444 

£12^95 

£12^30 

£12,248 

£12,027 


.’ll 

)  l'" 


'• ) 


SINGLE  LIFE 


Female:  Age  60  Age  65  Age  70 


-I 


Canada  Life 


-Level 


Prudential _ Level 

Generali  _ Level 


Sun  Lf  of  Can... _ Level 

General  Acc  ...—-Level 


£9,207 

£9,204 

£8,950 


£8.907 


£10.009  £11.188 

£9,956  £11,055 

£9,803  £10,983 

£9,732  £10,824 

£9.691  £10.837 


JOINT  LIFE,  2/3  WIDOWS 
{level  annuity) 


Male: 

Female: 


Age  60 
Age  55 


Age  85 
Age  60 


Age  70 


Canada  Life .. 

Prudential _ _ 

Generali 


_ .Level 

_ _ Level. 

-..Level 


Equitable  LL 


Lsvel 


Norwich  Un _ Level 


£8,785 

£8,768 

£8,626 

£8,660 

£7,940 


£9.398 

£9357 

£9,252 

£9,186 

£8,533 


£10,270 

£10,184 

£10,114 

£9,908 

£9.359 


Amuty  DM  (0171 5889333) 


Statistics  compiled  by  Lizanne  Rose 
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Notes 


Lender 


Interest 
rate  % 


Loan  Max 
size  % 


Notes 


Investment  (E)  Company 


Standard 
Rate  (%) 


1  Year 


2  Years 


3  Years 


4  Years 

5  Years  "N 


5,000 

Financial  Assur 

5.30 

10,000 

Premium  Lite 

5.50 

20,000 

Premium  Life 

5.70 

50,000 

Premium  Lite 

5.80 

1,000 

Premium  Lite 

5.15 

10,000 

Premium  Life 

5.95 

20,000 

Premium  Life 

6.10 

50,000 

Premium  Lite 

6.15 

1,000 

Premium  Lite 

5.50 

10,000 

Premium  Ufe 

6^0 

20,000 

Premium  Life 

6  JO 

50,000 

Premium  Life 

6.35 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.85 

3,000 

ITT  London  &  Edin 

6.35 

1,000 

Premium  Lite 

5^0 

3,000 

ITT  London  &  Edin 

6.45 

Birmingham  Mkishires 

Bradford  &  Bingley 

Bradford  &  Bingtay 

Bristol  &  West 

Britannia 

Coventry 

First  National 

Halifax 

Halifax 

Halifax 

Leeds  &  Hoibeck 
Newcastle 
Newcastle 
Northern  Rock 
Skipton 


9.375% 

11.629% 

13.000% 

13.375% 

13.000% 

12.125% 

11.750% 

8.750% 

12.000% 

13.625% 

13.375% 

10.750% 

12325% 

12325% 

12.875% 


10139 

123.91 

13938 

142.83 

138.83 
130.99 
12231 

97.14 

13132 

14931 

144.75 

117.68 

137.84 
139.41 
139.19 


9320 

9382 

9334 

9378 

9364 

9330 

9360 

9.008 

8.877 

9.095 

9340 

9.123 

9.159 

9.056 

9350 


100.17 

100.13 
10030 

10034 
100.42 
100.75 

10035 
100.62 
10038 
100.00 
10033 
10032 
100.45 

100.14 
100.48 


1,000 

10,000 

10.000 

1300 

1,000 

1,000 

10300 

50,000 

50,000 

50300 

1300 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1.000 


Buikfing  Societies 
Birm  Midshires 
01344  394000 
Bristol  &  West 
0800  608088 
Nationwide 
-0800  302010 
Banka 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01734  510100 
Midland 
0800  484  999 


3.24 

£1 5-IOOk 

95 

1:95 

£15k+ 

90 

3.09 

to £500k 

75 

0^9 

£20-1 45k 

95 

3J89 

£icm+ 

80 

4%  disc -31 .837 
2%dRX>28339 
Fixed  at  1.95% 
to  1.1037 
Disc  of  330% 

.  for  1  year 


Buikfing  Societies 


635%  disc-6  mth 
3%  disc-6  mth 
3%  discount  for 
12  months 


FLOATING  RATE 


Gross 

coupon 


Buying 

price 


Issue 

price 


Minimum 

purchase 


Bristol  &  West 

1^5 

£15k+ 

95 

5.04%  disc  6  ninth 

0800  608088 

then  1%diso6mth 

Coventry 

5.11 

to  £1 25k 

95 

2.14%  discount 

0800126125 

for  12  months 

Lambeth 

3.99 

£15-1 50k 

95 

3.25%  discount 

0171  928  1331 

for  12  months 

Banks 

Bnk  of  Ireland 

0^9 

£20-1 45k 

95 

6.25%  disc  6  mths 

01734-510100 

3%disc6mths 

TSB  Bank 

351 

£15k+ 

95 

3.74%  discount 

0500  758000 

for  12  months 

tenders,  larger  loans  and  Orst-Wne  buyers  tables  by  Btny  ’n  Guides  Ltd.  (01753 


Cheshire  (28/09-27/03)8.41563% 
Fust  Nat (20/09-20/03)  8.48750% 


10733  100.00 

101.63  100.00 


1,000 

1,000 


Lender 


Interest 
rote  % 


Loan  Max 
size  % 


Notes 


PTOS-  Permanent  interest-bearing  shares 
Sourm  PSH  AMRO  Howe  Gcrvott  —  0171  601  0101 


Source:  Ctembarialn  de  Brofl  0171 434  4222.  Met  rates.  Income  and  capteri  guaranteed. 
Earty  sunender.  Terms  trmy.  Monthly  Income  may  be  avaNable. 


Building  SoctaUea 

Scarborough 

0800590547 

Chorisy  &  District 

01257279373 

Mansfield 

01246  202055 


Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01734510100 
Mdland  Barrie 
0800494999 


0:25 

£30-1 00k 

95 

030 

£60-120k 

80 

0.39 

£75-1 25k 

90 

099 

£20-1 45k 

95 

4.15 

£50-1 00k 

05 

639%  dfeo6rnth 
2%-€mth.0-5%-1y 
6%  discount  for 
6  months 
635%  dsoSmth 

2%-6mth,1%-1yr 


635%dsc-6  mth 
3%  dsc-6  mth 
3%  discount  for 
1  year 


PEPGUIDE 


Save  £5  <m  the  1997  PEPGUIDE 

by  ordering  youxs  today  at  the  apeojl 
pre-pcbEcanon  pike  at' £7.95  (fall  price 
01.15),  refiinriable  if  wu  take  out  a  PEP 


TRACK 
DOWN 
YOUR  PEP 


£12.95).  refundable  ifjuu  tabs _ -  .  — 

through  Close  dc  Verel  More  than  1300 
PEP*  axe  anafaad  in  detail  -  includes 
P  ftrformxoce 


faueatPEPi 


!  Cham. 


CALL  NC'.V  FOR  VO  UR  FSFSUIDS 


0800  526  092 


CHASE  DEVERE 

- "D*vEsn«mi  nx: - — - 

BCIjUAm  Wt  W£  HOEfOMM.  muesount  adtho— tt 


I. 


■I 1  •  ■ 


li.. 


Wkfy  TM 


•7-  * 


AEGON  UFE  ASSURANCE 

UK  opportunity 

Euro  Opportunity 

252.40 

-  1.10  ... 

Bristol*  W*Kp]l  107.70 

*  am  . . . 

1  HAMBRO  ASSURED 

Edmtmzrh  park 

0D1 3399191 

Ediob-xvb.  EHC9SE 

27150 

299.40 

-  1*0  ... 

Equity  Mgd5l  285*0 

300*0 

♦  840  ... 

Flarinr  Hum  INit—y:  Pneriou.  Lend 

Until  Amcropp 

241-80 

255  90 

-  8«  ... 

MunxgrdSI  284*0 

299*0 

-  850  ... 

PR2  2PR  01772840000 

tolanad 

^yQll 

556.70 

*8«J  ... 

FUrEMOpp 

207*0 

21810 

-OJO  ... 

Adri-uuuwxSI  ZZL80 

ros*o 

-  aio  ... 

Managed 

201  JO 

21  LTD 

UK  Equity 

All. HI 

74890 

♦  I  JO  ... 

Guith  Prop  Seri 

173.90 

lt3.KI 

HriKlMil  t*  191.10 

201-20 

-  0*0  .  .. 

-do-  Pen 

296J0 

27830 

•  XIO  .. 

407*0 

431*0 

-  SJO  ... 

GthPropSerZ 

21890 

223.10 

-820  ... 

Ponton  Funds 

UK  Equity 

216*0 

227.70 

♦Z90  .. 

Fixed  rntcron 

J64.H) 

U5J0 

*  1.10  . 

Fixed  1m 

23120 

244*0 

•  2.10  ... 

UnBWMiPftsfSI  I09J0 

*  CUD  ... 

-do- Pen* 

250« 

273*0 

*  630  .. 

Money 

Z78J7 

296.10 

>  OJD  .. 

cuh 

171  JO 

111.  10 

-  820  6*9 

Secure  Cl  I  irajD 

*  aio  ... 

lulerrstlcnd 

u-7.ro 

17670 

*  1.90  .. 

Intmualuoal 

«H.ro 

42850 

*  0*0  .. 

Oimai 

2>i*a 

27890 

»  0*0  ... 

Managed  C9 1  |U40 

•  820  ... 

1*5*0 

19SJO 

*  2*0  .. 

fsirmnN  LAS 

Equhy  Mnwl  [2)t  1I3JO 

*  OJO  ... 

Dqmll 

15810 

158*0 

*  810  . . 

ABBEY  LIFE 

M.nih-Tl  Fund 

411.70 

43S.ro 

*  1*0  ... 

Advcntoroux  0 1  UB90 

-d»-  Peru 

182J0 

191  JO 

>  810  .. 

HddcoBuni  Ham l  Bavnauo-lli 

UX  Equity 

TbUO 

taj.ro 

-  3J0  ... 

Brawl  ft  wot  U)  t  1 07  JO 

*8ld  ... 

B  Ha  SAL 

29100 

johja 

-mo  ... 

000X292313 

Honey  Mutot 

271  JO 

285  W 

*020  ... 

EAGIX  STAR!  MIDLAND 

HILL  SAMUEL  UFE 

Curiwltmn 

19530 

206 

>  840  ... 

335 JO 

35150 

>  3*0  ... 

U  S  MhtT  Aac.  LoadiM  EQ  0(7]  VS  111! 

NLA  T«raet  Atfananrabe  RswL  Cnmiou 

ElhfcllSI 

162.70 

171  JO 

>  ota  . . . 

J»P»n 

305 JO 

I2L90 

-  470  ... 

|  EqJC/KUIh  364*0 

377*0 

>  150  0*1 

0HIM6455S 

inunudnnal  S4 

JTtun 

-aw  ... 

-  OJO  ... 

694J0 

>  230  . . 

Piafenzd  Ufa  S4 

uo.ro 

>  DJO  .. 

[lUenuUoiul 

407.31 

*  ato  . .. 

FRIENDS'  PROVIDENT 

ArUxti  Foma 

6)670 

>  2.90  . 

MUn  none 

199*0 

2  KUO 

-  aio  ... 

Earopean 

340  JO 

36830 

-  IJO  ... 

Cw  Sum  StUnri. 

Wte  SP13SH 

inlnnerkmal 

rJnnn 

65610 

-  XIO 

European  S4 

213.90 

ZU) 

-  870  . .. 

FwEasi 

-  020  ... 

0nZZ4U3M 

Dollar  Fund 

555*0 

SWJXJ 

*  cUjO  . . 

FropMSer4 

J9UJ0 

4289P 

•  iSO  ... 

MUMP*  373J0 

393*0 

*  QjftO  - . . 

Qpttti  Fund 

587*0 

62120 

.aio  .. 

Equhy  Ser  4 

27SJ0 

290 

•  DJO  ... 

CANADA  LIFE 

UK  Equity  52860 

54810 

•  LTO  ... 

Income  Fond 

565.ro 

91610 

>  2.90  .. 

M*HS«4 
Cnor  Sera 
Mowysera 
Fired  imse-4 


High  luc  Set4 
ladexedlmier*  23 1  JO 
JapMl  SCT4  2TT30 


78 1 80  823*0 
354  90  373*0 
354JO  37130 
WS-WI  410*0 
(MID  WJD 
IUt.ro  87IJ0 
24J.TO 
)lin 


*  nso 

-  QJQ 

*  QJO 

*  IJO 

-  440 

*  2.40 

*  070 

-  *90 


ALBANY  LIFE 
i  Brete*  tern e. 
00074291 

rquty  W  act 
European  Fit  Ace 
run:  lot  ace 

nut  Money  Acr 
Inn  Manned  Acs 
la  Fed  in:  mx 
txjnnFuni: 

*.  vnrrkan  Arc 

PropMres 

Mciirple  lire  A= 


Patten  Bar  EKfalAI 


IWfcJO 
4WJO 
571AC 
*1.40 
71900 
AMD 
22110 
421  W 
4T7J0 
1275.10 


2o*uo  •  a.io 
4*150  -  un 
uni a  •  zjo 
380  40  *  OJO 
7M,mt  -  zao 
387.90  -  L30 
ZM  JO  -  323 
44823  -  I  JO 
3UUCS  *  UTU 
125180  >  100 


ALLIED  DUNBAR  ASSURANCE 

■MAi  RN1IEL 

0(7535104 

FOlnDrpAcc  4CH5U  42h.30  -  aw 
EJtufT.  »C  I72SJO  I8MJB)  -  I  JO 

PrefleryAce  fcRiTO  «l»  *  150 
FtzLiKAa  .'21.10  Jnno  .  . 
Vjcattdcaiaul  M1.50  64423  -  <120 
■torkn  It  MAO  1JS400  -OJO 

omwo«r  I15JJ0  1238  JO  •(lio 
UULOerOAx  9SZJ1  5*1  JO  »  OJn 
Aroer nee  1I05lU>  IIM.W  -  U0 
Aicervus  /ic:  4M20  487no  -210 
anvr  Prop  act  H7mo  I23J0  -  Ojj 
Dlirr:^on  SooLl  ZSoO  27X0  -OK) 


AW  EOUrTY  a  LAW 

\MNC£ 


teste 
hmrrdaa  Road.  Hick 
0(494  4634*3 
Br'erttSce  in.10 
Sclcn:  Ser5  *57.70 
DoporunL-ysero  i»f.70 
DnrftalonS«Tl»  10«0 
t'KtqsUln  Vrh  [12M 
HIjjK'lfitiri*  LIZAS 
AM*  Alttrr  S=  b  WHO 
FiriaSlScrb  SSS.IU 
Ecrtpr5a6  4TJ.10 
I.-.Cil  Scr  b  HAW 

PTuprrysab  W4j0 

Filed  ti:Snr»  45540 

ind-UliJ  WC  Sb  10140 

Greet  Deo  Serb  izzjo 


LIFE 


Wjtnabc.  Bodui 


187X0 

9Q2JO  •  020  ... 
23450  -  a»  ... 

11100  -  aw  bjs 
C1.V22  -  UD  .. 
113J5  -  310  ... 
Ul8o  -in.. 

W14D  -  2.50  ... 

457 .50  -  I.D  ... 
MWD  -  UD  ... 
6»J0 

E!«l  . 

21 1.50  -  an  .  . 

33920  . 


BARCLAYS  LIFE 
252  Radford  Rod. 
0GB  B1 344 

Ecu.' TV  Cl 
■vViciaii 
r,r.-  viirtsi 
■Co-  lULll 
[mm-jiimi  ai 

<0-  Irunal 
LUUecdAcs 
•CO-JEIMI 
Money  an: 
PtopemAa: 

<to-  (weal 
amrrtca  L: 

Ft  Can  Gate 

Fir-UKU;  Acs 
UTACSORI 

JapaCAir 

ntAx 

UatUTCAJC 
jpmdilsjj  acx 
VfIv  Tech  acc 


E75IB 


DIACK  horse  life 
Mb  ' 
ntMxuooo 


.  Krm  ME44JF 


loaiac  Fund 
LCfli  IccmBe 

bifjK— rrl  fond 


PsdCcBnlo 


],wi  Gnmh 
neixcnnt 
Ccrsl  EmuGtli 

Wsc«JF3na 

FunJiniBW 
Cas!i  fond 
UisMgal  Iw 
vu  AnwrXecn 
AbtMBFund 
Manuflnl  Gift 


953  77 

95X77 

•  375 

9365* 

nut 

•2152 

M748  Klft 

•  18*2 

54857 

57X24 

•1896 

03899 

87894 

•175* 

11059 

(11.15 

•2888 

473  JH 

4M83 

M3&I 

53X71# 

45859 

•  592 

2 SUP 

27L7| 

*  3*9 

154.43 

162E) 

>  0*9 

27122 

3603 

•  641 

141.97 

17421 

•  XI8 

429 J6 

451.96 

•  672 

.173.92 

WJO 

•  7*1 

jinjo 

K6M 

*  4JS 

5ML#1 

59UJU 

*  252 

JISffl 

1EJ1 

•  2.N 

5»*7 

3*80 

•  846 

BRITANNIA 

ynuAwS  St  Cfangm  GI  MIR 

0141 241  SMB 

Siindrer  !»■»  .am  ... 

prrtrfraneePlav  22B7?  - 

*unrranirof  i«uw  ms  -a*... 


W«y  Ykl 

Olfcr  -7-  % 


MHU  Sweet.  Pollen  Bar.  He 
V7H1Z 


000751122 
Equity  Granh  s 
Mimapil 


GOT  A  Fed  Int 

£«diy 

Cnh 

CUfr  Euro  Mgd 
CLUcIoH  Fd 
MAXUBBl  Fund 
Fropecy  Fund 
EijBlgr  Fond 
cm  EdeedFd 
prpnh  Fond 
EJULAliKJH  HI 

InlwTMlkwl 


2K2J0 

j5sm 

aa.50 


271 1 


47IJ0 
23  UD 
43U0 
3»l» 
*4570 
rain 
1 170  JO 
WbJP 
357.70 
SllJO 
car.za 


415.70 
274.  ID 
28bJ0 
43b  W 
Z43J0 
475 JO 
4tkcre 
85IJU 

sxrta 

1231  DO 
Tiun 
J7bJ0 
5J7.10 
539  TO 


■  240  ... 

•  060  ... 

■  ojo  ... 

3JO 

040  ... 

■  140  .  . 
■130  ... 

7.50  .. 

■  040  . 
■8JJ  .  . 
■QJ0  ... 

■  010 
520  .. 

•1*0  . . 


Cmr  OF  WESTMINSTER  ASSURANCE 
SmWy  Hok  508  Awtan  DM 
MOW  KeyacA  MK9Z74V.  0M8WMM 
rwpaw  Fund  171  JO  18020 
Managed  Food  751  JO  75a<w  •  i.m  ... 
EquliyFund  4Sa7o  474.S1  -  ieo  . . . 


CLERICAL  M£XH CAL/ FIDELITY 
INVESTMENTS 

Namnr  Plan.  BfM  BS20IH.  OU7 5240544 

AMuctnce  Funds 

341  TO  Ml  JO  -  1.70  . 

200.10  ZIO.K)  -  2.IO  ... 

1  to. to  ifciuo  »  aw  ... 
41110  41520  -  IJCtJ  ... 
241*0  J54.40  •  0J0  ... 
231  JO  24130  »  050  .  . 
185*0  14540  •  am  ... 
2zc*0  21 J JO  .  aic  ... 

101.90  117  JO  -  1.10  .  .  . 

WOO  LB  JO  -  MW  . . . 
27320  287  W  -  2.70  ... 
45140  477 JO  -  bOO  ... 
3*2.70  351*0  -  Q JO 

40080  42200  -  5 JO  ... 

Ilbeo  122JO  -  150  .. 

-K8J0  424.777  -  210  ... 

187.10  |*»700  •  U20 
187  10  19700 


SappMir  341ml 

Ruby 

Emerald 

Eqatiy 

rropeiw 

Clh»RJrd  Ini 
Indexed  Sea 
fall 

Nth  Amerksn 
Fir  Ean 
Imernattatul 
special  wn 
Inn  Incume 
Enruman 
JapoiKie 
SEAltl 

with  Promt  Reg 

^In-Spec 


FleelWe  Pethnuerj  Maui  Fundi 


n.n 


Mixed 

gtmuy 

Piupeny 
Gin  a  Fixed  un 
Index  Linked 
C3lh 

3UJ]  American 

For  Eon  Acc 


■  050 
270 
•  0.70 


400  to  421  JO 
509  10  835  50 
22*50  ZteW 
30  UD  317.10  -  I  JO  ... 
I"920  21000  -  IJ»  .  . 

279.00  join  .0.10  ... 

370.40  334.00  -  0.40  . . 
Joe.'o  jihjn  -400  .. 
iwmtnlonal  acc  J34*o  35730  -210  .. 
Sped*] ito  715 jo  -  1.70  ... 

Ednmean  Flei  stjqo  b&uo  -  un  .. 


1075  40 

IIXLIO 

»  JIO  .  . 

COLONIAL  MLTL'AL  GROUP 

t«a*o 

OTJP 

•  1.40 

CUrafcd  Mural  Home.  Chadraa  Maritime. 

442.70 

4Ml*0 

•  2-3>  ... 

Krm  ME44TY.  HUM  S40  000 

2742 

3».ro 

•  1*0  ... 

lUnlBkKeyl 

242W 

453  TO 

477  63 

-  870  .  . 

-do-  PacenuKer ! 

36902 

279  JO 

294  CD 

-  840  ... 

-do-Caih 

217*5 

229.11  „I 

611.70 

465X0 

>  0.90 

CO-  Equt-7 

65X75 

W142 

HD  10 

41010 

-  010  .. 

-do- Fid  l« 

40697 

42SJ9 

MS  10 

SiS  .70 

•  OJO  ... 

4hv-M*n6fted 

4XLJ7 

495*5  . 

319  JO 

33620 

•  1.40 

Co  Property 

343  TO 

■foi.ro  .  ... 

WU90 

20,90 

•an  ... 

item-  Cato  cap 

215  08 

£2641  . 

371X0 

39790 

-  IJO  ... 

-do- Car  h  bix 

338.23 

3S604  ...  . 

25U0 

#41 70 

•  o.w  .  . 

-do-  EqoL-y  dp 

E1TJ4 

CIU5  . 

47440 

497*0 

-do- Equity  lire 

13331 

LB37I  . 

52510 

552.80 

•  0*0  ”, 

-do- need  Cap 

4US 

401  96  . 

24890 

25 1*D 

-  57D  .. 

-do-  Filed  lire 

«W  |1 

636)0 

IritUO 

-020  ... 

atolndetcap 

2JIJ8 

2304 

726(0 

34)30 

•0®  ... 

-do- Index  lire 

OT21 

3S87S 

326.10 

343.30 

•  040  .. 

-do-MagdCap 

687*5 

13321 

1B5J0 

men 

-  OJO  .. 

-d»Hngd  ibi 

EhUO 

LIIJT  . 

COMMERCIAL  UNION 

Si  HetraX  I  LiitnUi  Ed  07712837800 


*14.41 

*  1.13  ... 

•  IU0  . 
I.»  ... 


vtu-AnuAsr/s:  <m:i 
VarAnniPt  iotj* 

Wlme  Maitayrd  477.10  SOLS 

rriroe  ix  Poutw  10  *47  so  - 

Irimc  Ui  Eoalir  VZ3 JO  Mini  *  140 

Prime  PJtjwy  2S100  2Mjo  .  OSJ 

Prime  Ful  lie  2*2*u  jr*  *o 

Prime  Inflex-Lnt  iBheo  14*20 

Prime  cm*  221.X;  zrta 


tin 

an 

aio 


CONFEDERATION  LIFE 
Ig-Ww,  S*maaae.  Hera  SGIZNN 

MriintedFano  ua»*n  ibutd  -an 

Eipiliyn  1005.70  2007X0  -  790 


Fo,c*7*n*eeWtDLhcr 


EAGLE  STAR  LIFE  ASSURANCE 

MMpd&cr  Dxhc.  rtnStrelf.  CU31W- 
Dtzuuaa 
life  Fond* 

UrWH|Pft4FH*)t  11(140 

Secure  f2j:  laum 

Maraaedthl  IIS50 

Equity  MngdLBf  1)5.70 

AdwnmmwOH  iu*so 


.  aio 
•  ato 
.  OJO 
■  020 
-  aW 


wuy  Hd 

«Iei  -I-  % 


Simndihlp 
Ouetseax  Equhy 
North  American 
Pad  0c  Budu 
Enmpean 


•  OJO 


458.10  4B2JO  »  3J0  ... 
13700  354J0  -040  ... 

201.10  211.70  -  02D... 

17150  18210  -  OJO  ... 

307 JO  325.10  -  l.n  ... 

l«S.ro  (4520  •  OJJ  ... 

2722D  28*40  -  040  ... 

187.70  W7JC  -  1.40  ... 

217.40  228.50  -  0.10  ... 

1  exNM 

545J0  *31  ja 

S2D*0  *70  ID 

17(310  MOJO  -  010  ... 

53420  5*2*0  •  0.5D  .. 
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^  THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28 1996 

The  professionals 
pick  their  top  trusts 
for  the  coming  year 

All  the  experts  Weekend  Money  called  are  tipping  UK  smaller 
companies,  Europe  and  the  Far  East  as  the  best  sectors  to  find 
next  year's  star  funds.  For  tbe  more  experienced,  these  are 
several  “bargain"  investment  trusts  with  their  shares  at  a  discount 
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IAN  MILLWARD.  of  Chase  de  Vere.  said:  "The  UK  market  is  high 
and  people  are  waiting  for  a  fall.  If  the  timing  worries  you,  taking  up 
Henderson  Investors’  phase-in  facility  on  its  Peps  could  be  a  good 
1°ca.  ~Y^s  will  invest  a  £2.000  lump  sum  over  three,  six  or  12  months. 
Schroder  UK  Enterprise,  run  by  Jim  Cox,  an  aggressively  managed 
fund  focusing  on  3CM0  stocks  is  a  good  fund.  Europe  is  a  good  mark- 
« to  diversify  into.  It  is  mature  tike  the  UK.  but  12-18  months  behind 
the  UK  m  economic  cycle,  and  should  have  room  for  growth,  especial¬ 
ly  with  more  integration.  Two  good  managers  are  Fidelity  and  Jupit¬ 
er.  The  Far  East,  excluding  Japan,  is  not  for  the  cautious,  bang  vola¬ 
tile  but  with  strong  growth  potential."  Try  Schraders  Pacific  Growth. 

ANDREW  JONES,  of  the  David  Aaron  Partnership,  said:  “If  Wall 
Street  does  have  a  5  per  cent  correction,  tire  UK  is  likely  to  follow  and 
smaller  and  medium  stocks  will  offer  the  best  protection.  Mercury 
Recovery  is  aggressively  managed  and  has  the  ability  to  switch 
between  blue  chips  and  small  stocks.  With  smaller  companies  I  aiw 
tike  to  go  for  smaller  funds  —  big  funds  have  to  hold  so  many  stocks 
they  can  rarely  do  anything  interesting.  River  &  Mercantile  First 
Growth  has  only  £10  million  of  assets  but  is  managed  by  Jeremy 
Lang,  who  is  very  good  at  finding  unexpected  earnings  growth." 

MIKE  OWEN,  of  Plan  Invest,  said:  “Once  again,  1996  was  the  year 
of  the  blue  chip.  Next  year  could  be  different  Europe  and  South-East 
Asia  are  useful  if  you  have  a  UK-based  portfolio."  He  likes  Credit 
Suisse  Smaller  Companiesjnvesco  European  and  GT  Orient  “has 
done  well  and  with  up  to  half  of  its  portfolio  in  Hong  Kong  and  China 
is  in  the  right  place  to  benefit  from  the  end  of  colonial  rule  next  year." 

CLIVE  SCOTT-HOPKINS,  of  Towry  Law, ‘lipped  Barings  Europe 
Select  and  Perpetual  Asian  Smaller  Markets. 

TIM  COCKERJ1JU.  of  Whitechurch  Securities,  said:  “I  look  to  two 
funds  in  the  UK.  GT  Income,  run  by  Nick  Train,  has  had  lots  of 
attention,  but  I  expect  him  to  stay  in  the  first  quartile  even  if  the 
performance  tails  off.  Or,  less  well  known,  but  among  the  top  for  10 
years,  Lazards  UK  Income,  yields  5  per  cent  under  Tun  Russell. 


GRAHAM  HOOPER,  of  Chase  de  Vere,  said:  “HTR  Whan  is  a  good 
genera]  international  fond  with  a  wide  spread  of  markets  standing  at 
a  14  per  cent  discount  More  popular  now,  though  it  invests  in  vola¬ 
tile  areas,  is  Templeton  Emerging  Markets,  run  by  Mark  Mobtus." 

MARK  FLAWN  THOMAS,  of  Chartfield,  said:  “Invesco  Enterprise 
investment  trust  invests  in  UK  smaller  companies,  a  sector  which  has 
got  left  behind  recently  and  is  due  to  recover.  Investors  can  get  a 
double  whammy  from  this  fond  because  it  is  standing  at  a  25  per  cent 
discount  because  Lazards.  the  previous  manager,  didn't  do  a  good 
job  until  the  end.  Watch  out  for  Mercury  European  Privatisation  In¬ 
vestment  Trust  (Mepit).  SBC  Warburg  has  a  £100  million  stake  and 
may  put  pressure  on  Mercury  to  follow  Ktemwort  Benson’s  example 
and  utilise.  Tins  would  immediately  give  a  14  per  cent  uplift." 

TIM  COCKE  RILL  said:  “Prolific  Income  Trust  Manager  Tim 
Gregory  is  very  good  at  finding  success  stories  early  like  RJB  and  Spi- 
rax  Saico.  It  is  now  at  a  small  premium  and  yields  4  per  cent" 

CLIVE  SCOTT-HOPKINS  said:  “My  favourite  is  Scottish  Eastern, 
run  by  Martin  Currie.  It  is  a  general  international  trust  with  a  bias  to 
the  Far  East  B  is  also  at  a  15  per  cent  discount  Fbr  a  bit  of  a  punt  try 
Fleming  Chinese,  which  is  at  a  20  per  cent  discount  but  with  quite  a 
health  wanting.  It  is  better  to  have  international  spread  than  to  try  to 
be  dever  and  to  go  for  a  single  country  as  you  can  come  unstuck." 

Investment  or  unit  trusts?  Doit  just  seek  discounts.  Tim  CockeriH 
said:  “Ask  yourself  why  is  it  at  a  discount?  Lode  at  the  net  asset  value 
performance,  maybe  there  is  something  buried  in  the  portfolio.  Unit 
trusts  are  best  for  the  first  time  investor.  If  the  market  goes  up,  your  unit 
goes  up.  which  may  not  happen  in  an  investment  trust  if  market  senti¬ 
ment  is  againsr  it  —  you're  just  holding  a  share— you  need  a  buyer.” 

Gavin  Lumsden 


Caroline  Merrell  examines  the  implications  of  the  euro  for  investors 

Confused  by  single  currency? 


The  months  of  debate  about 
the  single  currency  readied 
a  climax  earlier  this  month 
with  the  unveiling  of  the  new  euro. 
However,  these  newly  printed 
notes  win.  for  the  time  being, 
remain  only  symbolic  The  present 
UK  Government  is  taking  a  “wait- 
and-see”  attitude  to  the  single 
currency  —  it  prefers  to  monitor 
how  the  other  European  nations 
fore  before  deciding  on  whether  to 
participate 

The  debate  about  Europe  tbe 
single  currency  and  the  implica¬ 
tions  for  tbe  British  economy  is  a 
divisive  topic  No  dear  consensus 
exists  about  whether  it  is  better  to 
join,  stay  out  with  tbe  option  of 
joining  biter  or  stay  out  complete¬ 
ly.  Labour  is  seemingly  more 
favourably .  inclined  towards 
Europe  and  has  pledged  to  hold  a 
referendum  on  the  subject 
From  the  corridors  of  power, 
investors  have  no  dear  idea  of  the 
implications  of  joining  or  staying 
out  of  the  single  currency.  How¬ 
ever,  the  consequences  could  be 
more  wide-reaching  for  unit  and 
investments  trusts  than  previously 
considered. 


What  happens  if  we  stay  out 
of  the  angle  currency? 


E  Strangely  enough,  some  City 
experts  believe  that  staying 
out  of  the  single  currency  will  mean 
very  little  change.  The  Government 
has  managed  to  win  assurances 
from  Europe  that  there  will  be  no 
trade  sanctions  if  the  UK  does  not 
join.  Sterling  will  simply  have  to  pit 
its  wits  against  the  euro.  The  pound 
is  now  climbing  towards  the  level  it 
was  when  the  UK’s  membership  of 
the  exchange-rate  mechanism  was 
suspended,  which  makes  exports 
dearer  and  imports  cheaper. 


What  effect  will  the  angle 
currency  have  on  gilts? 


HMany  unit  trusts,  pensions 
and  insurance  bonds  invest 
heavily  in  government  gilt-edged 
stocks,  the  yields  of  which  are 
doseiy  ■  linked  to  movements  in 
interest  rates  and  inflation. 

The  current  yield  on.  UK  govern¬ 
ment  securities  stands  at  a  little 
more  than  7  per  cent  Unusually, 
the  yields  for  longer-dated  gilts  — 
those  with  ten  years  or  more  to  run 
—  are  similar  to  those  with  a 
shorter  life  of  five  years. 

Joining  the  single  currency 
would  immediately  bring  am 
convergence  with  yields  offered  on 
Goman  government  bands,  flu: 
strongest  member  of  the  single 
currency  —  yields  on  these  current¬ 
ly  range  from  4.4  per  cent  to  6.49  ‘ 
per  cent.  There  could  be  a  sharp 
rise  in  tbe  price  of  UK  gilts  because 
of  this  difference. 


DAVID  LYTTUETON 


The  fad  that  bonds  across 
Europe  would  be  priced  in  the 
same  currency  would  considerably 
reduce  the  risk  of  fluctuations 
caused  by  sterling's  strength  or 
weakness  against  a  particular  cur¬ 
rency.  Fbr  instance,  at  the  moment, 
the  strength  of  sterling  against  the 
mark  means  that  any  gains  made 
in  the  German  market  will  be 
wiped  out  by  the  exchange  rate. 

Some  funds  guard  against  this 
through  a  process  known  as  hedg¬ 
ing.  If  the  Government  keeps  the 
UK  out  of  the  single  currency  then 


investing  in  the  European  band 
market  will  continue  to  be  subject 
to  currency  risk. 

What  effect  will  the  single 
.  currency  have  on  investing 
in  European  stocks? 

Again,  a  single  European 
currency  will  mean  that  UK 
investors  will  be  immune  from  the 
losses  caused  by  the  sudden  surges 
in  sterling  against  the  other  curren¬ 
cies  in  the  European  Union.  How¬ 
ever,  it  is  equally  possible  for  gains 


to  be  made  in  currency  movements 
—  a  single  currency  would  prevent 
this. 

Tyi  What  will  be  the  knock-on 
effects  of  the  move  towards 
the  single  currency? 

Many  of  the  other  European 
countries  have  a  long  way  to 
go  before  they  are  strong  enough 
economically  to  join  the  single 
current^.  Many  are  embarking  on 
privatisation  programmes  to  raise 
capital  to  pay  off  their  debts. 


Investors  may  be  able  to  benefit 
from  the  seU-offs.  For  example,  the 
recent  privatisation  of  Deutsche 
Telekom  followed  a  similar  pattern 
to  those  of  UK  privatisations.  And 
while  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
UK  investors  to  get  stock  directly, 
many  will  have  benefited  from 
investing  in  unit  trusts  and  invest¬ 
ments  trust  that  bid  for  the  shares. 

The  costs  of  fond  management 
could  also  go  down  because  it  will 
no  longer  be  necessary  to  hedge 
funds  against  currency  fluc¬ 
tuations. 
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Grit  your  teeth 


Antony  Milford 
Manager  oTErenJiagtoa 
Heahh  Fund 

Be&  performing 
lmemadoftal  Equity 
Fund  over  1  year 

Wall  Street  Journal 
Europe,  Quarterly 
Mutual  Fund  Review, 
Jan.  Ape  July  and  Oa  96 
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ANSWER  YES  TO  ANY  ONE 
OF  THESE  3 


AND  YOU  COULD  TAKTADVANTAGE  OF  OUR 

3-PART  OFFER  WORTH  MORE  THAN  *17.50 


Personal 

Finance 

Whats  right  for 
yiii^nmney^  ^ 


1)  Do  yon  save  any  of  your  money?  Yes  □  No  □ 

2)  Do  yon  fed  that  yon  should  get  more 

from  your  savings  or  investments?  Yes  □  No  □ 

3)  Would  yon  like  to  find  out  how,  from  real  experts 
who  will  never  try  to  sell  you  a  single  product?  Yes  □  No  □ 

Personal  Finance  magazine  is  written  especially  for  those  that  are  new  to 
investing  and  saving,  or  have  too  little  time  to  find  out  all  about  the  options 
for  themselves. 

Each  month  the  magazine  explains  all  the  complexities  in  everyday  jaigon- 
free  language  covering  topics  such  as: 

9  PEPs  9  Pension  and,  savings  plan  investments  •  Investment  Trusts 
9  Unit  Trusts  9  life  insurance 
.^and  much,  much  more. 

All  for  only  £2.25  each  month  from  your  newsagent.  But  take  up  this  founder  subscriber  offer,  and  youll  pay 

less  than  £1.45  an  issue. 

Part  1  -  With  this  massive  37%  discount  you  may  already  be  reaching  for  your  cheque  book.  Well,  hold  on 
a  minute.  If  you  choose  to  pay  your  subscription  by  standing  order  -  not  only  need  you  SEND  NO  MONEY 
NOW  -  but  we  will  hold  your  subscription  at  this  price  forever.*  THEN  THERE'S  MORE. 

Part  2  -The  jargon-busting  A  to  Z  of  Personal  Finance  explains  what  all  those  complicated  Financial  terms 
really  mean.  The  news-stand  f“— 

price  for  this  invaluable  |  I 

companion  publication  to  the  |  1  wish  to  become  a  subscriber  to  Personal  finance  magazine  for  only  | 

magazine  is  £2.50.  |  £1&95  for  12  issues  and  claim  The  A  toZ  of  Personal  Finance  {worth  £2.50)  I 

BSEadBstoa  fo  Personal  |  and  the  two  editions  of  What  PEP  (worth  £5.00}  both  Free  to  subscribers,  f 


Part  3 -What  PEP  gives  you 
all  the  details  on  how  you  can 
get  the  most  out  of  saving  tax 
free.  Published  twice  a  year, 
the  price  of  this  publication  is 
£2.50  per  issue.  For  you  both 
issues  (worth  £5.00)  wUt  be 

moo. 

So  -  whether  you  select 
standing  order  or  cash  -  fill 
and  "send  back  this  coupon 
right  away  (postage  is  paid) 
and  well  help  make  sure 
you  find  out  how  to  make 
the  most  of  your  money. 


STANDING  ORDERS 

Account  to  be  debited _ 

Account  No _ 

SJgnaturs(s) _ 


To _ 

Branch 

Address 

Sort  Code 


I  enclose  a  cheque  far  £1(195  drawn  on  a  UK  bonk  and 
made  payable  to 

Charterhouse  Communications  group  Ltd.  □ 

Please  debit  my: 

Access  □  Vi&aC  American  Express  □  Diners  O 

Card  No _ 

Expires  End _ _ _ _ 

Signature _ _ _ 

IN  ALL  CASES  PLEASE  COMPLETE  YOUR  NAME 
AND  ADDRESS 

Name _ _ 

Address 


Ptesse  pay  Lloyds  Bank,  8  Hoi  bom  Circus,  London  ECl 
(30  94  31)  lor  the  credit  of  Personal  finance  Magazine 
Account  No  08281 S  the  sum  of  £16J5.  and  £1645  on  the 
same  date  each  suceedlng  year  umB  further  notice  m 
writing  and  debit  rayfaur  account  accordingly. 


Postcode _ 

Telephone _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Complete  the  coupon  and  return  to: 
Personal  finance,  FREEPOST, 

4  Tabernacle  Street  Londoa  EC2B  2BH 
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TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  i 
the  previous  day’s  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  ai 
price/ earnings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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MEDIUMS  (5  to  15  years) 


A  C  Lloyd  (Buttons)  LM 
ACM  Snipping  LU 
ADAS 

AfG  Europe  (UK)  Ltd 

AIS  Yorkshire 

AOC  International  Ltd 

ARC  Wemattonel  Pte 

AT  A  T  Network  Systems  UK  Ltd 

AXA  Equity  &  Law 

Abbey  National  Benoltt  Consultants  Ltd 
AHa  Instruments  &  Controls  LU 
Acco  Europe/Protod 
Acoustafoam  Group 
Ax  Movement  Design  LM 
Aerospace 

Alan  Steel  (Asset  Management)  Ltd 
Alex  Stewart  Partnership 
Alexander  Bln«riUKUd 
Abson  Associates 
AAance  &  LefcestorKUro  Bank 
Allied  Duibar 

AffietJ  Durbar  (West  Midland  Region) 

Anted  Dunbar  (Yorkshire  Region) 

Ailed  Dunbar  Asstxanoe  [Head  Otfce) 

Abed  Dunbar  Assurance  (Swindon) 

Alaop  Financial  Services 
Alma  &  Young 

Alpha  Precision  Eng  (Poole)  Ltd 
AJsopWMneon 
AJusufcrae  UK  Ud 
AMb  Ptc 

Amoco  (UK)  Exploration  Company 

Anglo  Holt  Construction  Lid 

Apolo  Metals  (UK)  Untied 

Apollo  Video  Film  Hire  Ltd 

Apptayard  Cttroen  Bradford 

Appbad  Communications  me  Lid 

Aqua-Gas  (Wives  &  Rttings)  Lid 

Archer  Leisure 

Armstrong  Watson  &  Co 

Arthur  Andaman 

Ashdown  Hurray  &  Co 

Asset  Management  Sennoes 

Aseodatad  Leisure  Lid 

Associated  Nursing  Services  Pic 

Associated  Octal  Co  Lid 

Association  of  Independent  Ibbacco  SpedeHsts 

Adas  Etokironik 

Avis  Rent  A  Car 

Avon  A  WRshlre  HeaMi  Service 
Avon  Insurance 
B  E  W  (Auto  Products)  Ud 
BHS 

B  M I  The  Park  Hospital 

BPChenacals 

B  P  Oil  UK  Lid 

B  R  Hodgson  Group  Limited 

BASF  Pic  Cotoure  &  SpeoWdes  Div 

BOO  Stay  Hayward 

BP  OH  (UK)  Ltd 

BPSunbury 

Bain  Hogg 

Bateur  Beelty 

Bank  ot  Montreal 

Banque  Paribas 

Barciaycard 

Barclays  Bank 

Barclays  Bank /Clarkson  Hyde 
Barclays  Bank  South  East  Region 
Barclays  LHe  Assurance  Co  Ud 
Barclays  Vehicle  Management  Sendees 
Barkers  International  Comrrxxtications  LM 
Bass  Taverns  Limited 
Bates  Weston 
Beyer  Pic 

Beechcroft  Stanleys 
Beacons  Business  Interiors 
Bel  &  Watson  (UK)  Ptc 
Bennett  Brooks  &  Co  United 
Benoy  Umted 

Benson  McGarvey  Henderson 
Barwtn  Leighton 
Binder  Hamiyn 

Birmingham  Manufactixtng  JeweOore  Ud 
Birmingham  Midstibes  Mortgage  Services  Ltd 
Back  Ptc 

Blockbuster  video  UK  Ud 
Blue  Crete  Industries  Pic 
Booth  Wbtah  Associates  Ltd 

Borax  Europe  Ud 
Bowater  Business  Forms 
Bowrnig  March  and  McLennan  Ud 
Boyd  &  Uoyd  Office  Suppfcns  ' 

Brachers  Solicitors 

Bradtoy  Lomas  BedroJok  United 

Bndger  Packacjng 

Brash  Axways  Maxtienanca  Cardiff 

British  Airways  Travel  Shops  Limited 

British  Dental  Association 

Brash  MMand 

Bnteh  Midland  Airways 

Brash  Pacing  Group 

Brash  S»ei  Pie 

Breokvale  Kitchens 

BrownhiBs  Gtass  Co.  Ud 

Brown  Shiptay  A  Co  Ltd 

Brunei  UK  Ud 

Bryden  Johnson  A  Co 

Butting  A  Propety  FacriWes  Management 

Buhvel  Preckaon  Engineers  LM 

Burrows  Keith  A  Associates  Ud 

Buy  A  Walters 

Business  Sealing  A  Dashing 

Busmess  Systems  Group  Ud 

Buzzacott  A  CO 

C  B  C  Oxkxd 

C  M  G  Computer  Management  Group  (IK)  Ud 

OC-C  Group  Limited 

CJ-C  Group  Ud 

CM  L  Lid 

CEF  Torquay 

CSI  Campufing  Services  fbr  Industry  Ud 

CWS  Ud  Fundraf  Service  Group 

Caledonian  System  Consultants  Lid 

Cal)  Connections  Ltd 

Color  INI)  IM 

Camas  ■  BuMng  Materials 

CempboH  Rntti  Hfl 

Canada  Lite 

Canary  Wharf  Management  Ud 
Copsal  Asset  Finance  UmHed 
Caradors  Gent  Limited 
Carraud  Metaftm  Closures  Pic 
Carpet  A  Flooring  (Mkfands) 

Gatohgate  Componerffa 
CedUc  Vacuum  Ud 
Chancery  insuance  Group 
Charles  Barrett  Interiors 
Charles  Russtfi 
Charles  Taylor  A  Co  Lid 
Chartdale  Homes 

Chartoftwuse  Tikiey 
Chase 

Chemical  Corporation  (UK)  Ud 

Chemical  Manufacture  and  Rearing  Ltd 


Cheshire  B  liking  Society 

GMdren  With  Leukaemia  LM 

Christchurch  tnvesenem  Manegemeni  Ud 

CUbank  N_A 

Ctooen  Fleet 

Citroen  Scottish  Open 

City  Sectitcal  Factors  Ltd 

City  Index  Ud 

Cttymax  Imegiated  Information  Systems  Ud 
Claremont  Business  Emrinonment 
Clarke  Pamy 

Clerical  Medical  Investment  Group 
CHpflne  Limited 
Clyde  A  Co 
Clyde  Petroteum  Ptc 
Co-Operative  insurance  Society 
Coca-Cola  A  Schweppes  Beverages 
I  Cobn  BucJde  A  Company 

Cokjnta  -  BaUca  Insurance  Management 
Coteur  Library  Books  Limited 
Combined  Insurance  Company  ot  America 
Commercial  Union  Assurance 
Congregational  A  General  Ins.  Pic 
Conrad  Rttbial 
Coopers  A  Lybrand 

Coopers  A  Lybrand  (South  Coast  Prados) 

ComhflUts 

Corporate  Hisk  Ptc 

Costebt  Skanska  JV 

CouflsACD 

Coutts  Career  Consuitanta 
CrerktA^icote 
Cradt  Suisse 
Create  Insurance  Brokers 
Crown  Windows 
Curtis  Holt  Lid 
Custembtend  Ingredente  LM 
D  Norman  A  Sons 
DFDS  Transport  Lki 
DPSC  Executive  Search 
Dene  Commercial  Cretfl  Umited 
DsnM  Thwekas  Pic 
Danisco  Pack 

Data  Conecthnty  Services  Ud 
Data  Cormecllor  Ltd 
Dstestream  Intemanonal 
David  Patton  A  Sons  (ML) 

Davenham  Group  Ptc 

Detains  A  Touche 

Dencourt  Trucks 

Denton  Hal  Sofidtais 

Department  ot  Economic  Development 

Derbyshire  Bu*Bng  Society 

Deny  Landscapes  A  Garden  Design 

Design  A  Innovation  ) 

Devorport  Management  Umoed 

DicktasonACo 

Digital  Co  Ltd 

Digital  Equipment  Co  Ltd 

Doberman  -  Horaman 

Doig  &  Smith 

Doneldson  Lufldn  A  Jsnrette 

Doncaster  Rugby  Union  FOOteal  Club 

Dorm  and  Ca 

Dora  Metal  Services 

Dow  Chemical  Co  Ud 

Dowel 

Dow  Jones  Telerate 
DowrtevWkonCA 
Drake  Ibofng  A  Abrasives  Ud 

Drakes  Group  Lid 
Du  Pont  (UK)  LM 
Dudley  Stationery  Limited 
Dun  A  Bredstreot 
Duraoel  Battenes  LM 
Dwefcourt  LM 
EBS 

E.H.  Smith  (Westhaven)  Ud 
ESSELM 
Eagle  Star  Lie 
East  Mdlerrds  Airport 
Ereon  Pubic  Relations  Ud 
Ede  Hatdkrgs  Ud 
Edge  AEbsoti 
Edmundson  Electrical  LM 
Edward  BHngton  (Sugar)  Ud 
Edward  Lewis 
Elan  Computtag 
Electrical  Review 
Etectrokix  Group  Ltd 
Ernst  A  Young 

Essex  Shipping  Services  Limited 

EstdatoLM 

EugenaLtd 

Eurocup 

Europe  -  European  Express  Limited 
Eversheds  (East  Mtdtands)  SoHdtors 
Excallwr  Group  Hokflngs  Ud 
Exuo  Moneybroktog  UK  LM 
Expro  tntemalkjnal  Group  He 
Expro  North 'Sea  Ud 
F  C  Foreman  A  Partners 
Fairways  LM 

Falcon  Panel  Products  LM 
Fibemot  Lsnftod 

Fknanaal  Management  Bureau  LM 

Finning  LM 

FtrmenchUKUd 

F kst  National  Butting  Society 

Faftbum  Boxer 

Fttnrtton  Pic 

Reel  Financial  Nl  LM 

Raetkasa  (UK)  Ud 

Forbes  A  Company 

Forbes  A  Partners 

Forte  ■  CP  LM 

Fork  Truck  Maintenance 

Foster  Lews  Stone 

Foster  Yeoman  LM 

Four  Square  Dwisnn  ot  Mars  UK  LM 

Frank  McCabe  CM  Engineering  Lid 

Frankln  WOtens  A  Foy JBDO  Stay 

Freonckson  International  LM 

Frenkel  Topping 

Froasham  Chanty  GoMWaoden  Spoon  CMge 
G  W  S  (UK)  Shopfnng  Ud 
GEC  Ptessey  Serracondudom 
GKNPtc 

Garten  Engxwermg  Pic 
General  S^yral  Networks 
Generate  des  Eaux 
Gerald  Limted 
Gxftnga  Sotatare 
Giasson  Group  (Lancaster] 

Godsel  Asfley  A  Pearce  LM 

Godwins  Limited 
Grain  A  Feed  Trade  Association 
Grant  Thornton 
GraysMa  United 
Greenwoods  SMotors 
Greystone  Leisure  Ltd 
GuanHorca  (GB)  Ud 
Guerdon  Insurance  He 
HPS& 

H  Turner  A  Son  LM 


1,000 


/ 


CHALLENGE 


JOIN  THEM 


KM.  Customs  A  Excise  -  tnvesUgadon  D< 

H.S.  Pipequipment  Ltd 

HSBC  Gltfts  Ltd 

Hammond  Suddaids 

Haksow  Fox 

HeHa*  Property  Services 
HaHwel  Landau 
Hanoodcs  Holdings  LM 
Harrison  Wins 

Harts  Shop  Equipment  Landed 
Harvest  Agricultural  Supples 
HoseHon  Nuttafl  Distribution  Limited 
Havetel  Trust  Company  (International)  LM 
Hays  Express  Services 
Hays  Rentacrate 
Hayward 

Heteby  EtectricM  A  Bufting  Services 
Henry  Cooper  Masters  -  British 
Henry  Diaper  &  Co  Ud 
Hewltson  Seeks  A  Shaw 
Haxtag  Ersfdne  A  Co 
H*  Price  Davison  LM 
Hodgsons 

HoSand  A  Sherry  LM 
Honeywell  Control  Systems  Ltd 
I  toogovens  Steel  Service  Centra  LM 
Hu^i  James  BOtttara 
Hyret  Hotels  A  Resorts 
Hymans  Robertson  Consulting  Actuaries 
I  B  H  Euxtan  Hal  Hospital 
BC  Group  Pic 

BH  Berkshire  Independent  Hospital 

IBH  Cumbrian  Hospitef 

IBH  Greater  Manchester 

BH  Midtand  Hospitals 

IBH  North  Down  Hospital 

ICL  Fmanoa)  Services 

I C  L  { Nmfh) 

IVECO  Ford 
ITMLW 

Ian  Soon  A  Company 
Iceland  Frozen  ptc 
Imperial  Ibbacco  United 
ktceACo 

kidustrial  SeafloM  Group  LM 
Intech  Promotions  LM 
tetegrated  Engineering  Protects 
Interface  Europe  LM 
Interior  PLC 

Intemaiional  Pteroieum  Exchange 
Imrida  Ratio  Group 
Ireland  Freight  Services 
J  Howitt  A  Son  LM 
J  RomstfiBd  Assurance  Pic 
JT Thorpe  A  Son  LM 
JBA  (UK)  United 
JET 

Jft  Tbytar  Wideband  LM 
Jacksons  Chartered  Accountants 
Jaguar  Centre  (Mud)  LM 
James  A  Cowper 
James  Marvi  A  Co 
John  Drake  A  Company 
John  Fyte  Urmted 
John  Good  A  Sons  Groi9 
John  Hamby  Skewes  S  Co  LM 
John  Scott  A  Partners  Ud 
Johnson  A  Higgins 
JohXVHenry  Ctefk  LM 
Jt*an  Hodge  Bank 
K  F  J  Resourcing  LM 
K.T.  Bedrics 
KPMG 

Keddy  Services  Lxntted 
Kennedy's 

Kerr  McGee  08  (UK) 

Keystone  Vahres  UK  LM 
Kta  Cars  (UK)  Ltd 
Ndde  Gravner 
Kldsons  Impoy 


KJngspsn  BuBrfng  Products  LM 

Kmnarps  UK  Ltd 

Kodak  LM 

Krugar  Tissue  Group 

Kvaemer  HAG  Offshore  Ltd 

LPH  Group  Ptc 

La  Manga  Property  Services 

LaoeMawer 

Laing  Homes  LM 

Lamco  Paper  Sates  LM 

Langford  &  Thomson 

Lantern  Engmeering  United 

Lawrence  Graham 

Lawson  Mardon  Packaging 

Lawson  Maidon  Star  Lid 

Leach  Bright 

Lease  Portfolio  Management 

Lee  &  PrtesSey  Solicitors 

Levy  Gee 

Liberty 

Uncote  Nattonal 

Lloyds  Bank  Pic  Corporate  Banking 
Lombard 

Lombard  General  Insurance  Company  Ltd 
London  Button  Market  Association 
London  International  Financial 
London  Metal  Exchange  Goll  Association 
Lonsdais  Ttavte  Group 
Lookers 

Lookers  Planned  Motoring  Limited 
Lome  Stewart  Pie 
Lovell  White  Durrant 
Luddon  Construction  Ud 
Lyon  Pilcher 

M  D  Foods  Ingredents  (UK)  LM 
MDIS 

M  J  Gteeson  Group  Pic 

MMILM 

MVA 

MmE  Group  PLC 

MacIntyre  Hudson  -  Chartered  Accountants 
Mace  &  Jones  Grundy  Kershaw 
Macnaughtan  Btair  A  Co  LM 
Magnet  Security  Systems  LM 
Man  Truck  A  Bus  UK  LM 
Management  Science  LM 
Manchester  PubSdty  Association 
Mam  MotorsNps  LM 
Market  Haiborough  BuMtag  Society 
Marks  A  Spencer 

Marsh  A  McLennan  Global  Broking  Ud 
Mast  International  Organisation  Pic 
Maxis  Ud 

Meyspring  CM  Service  Sports  Ass. 
McClure  waiters 
McCormick  (UK)  Ptc 
McDermott  Mark*  Construction  LM 
McDoogal  Rose 
McEwan  Wafface  . 

McGregor  BoysA  Associates 
McKenna  ACo 
McMcftaias  Construction 
Measure  -  Rite  LM 
MaesPletson  NV 

MeesPfersrxi  Securities  (UK)  Lid  - 
MoggBPta 

Memorax  Tstex  (Uk)  Ud 
Mercury  Communications  LM 
Meridian  Busteess  Support  Pfc 
Merka  Bank  London  Branch 
Microsoft  Limited 
MMland  Shires  Farmers  LM 
VMs  ABDOdatSB  LM 
MoMOe  Company  LM 
Moger  A  Sparrow  (Soficto^ 

Monidands  &  BeSshH  HoBpftab  NHS  Trust 

Monsanto  Pie 

MoresecureUd 

Marganite  Thermal  Osramtae  LM 
Mortay  Group  Ud 


TITLE  5P0N50R 


Mees^Pierson 


ASSOCIATE  SPONSORS 


CITROEN 


Waterford 

crystal 


British  Midland 

^Xamoft. 

HOTELS  -  RESORTS  ■  SUITES 


GOLF 


OFFICIAL  SUPPLIERS 


Harwell 


FIBERNET 


NEwstrack  JuJbtivt: 


Mortgage  Dust  LM 
Motcxcyds  City  LM 
Mon  MacDonald 
Muttr  International  Ltd 
Munich  Re  Life  Services  LM 
NB  Selection  Ud 
N  CM 

NHS  Wales 

N  ICS  Sports  Assoctatton 

NHG  Timber  LM 

NHS  UK 

NWS  Bank  Ptc 

Naptar  Btakeiay  Wtntar 

Nat  West  Mortgags  Services 

NatWest 

National  Farmere  Union  Kixits  A  Berks 

National  Mriual  Life 

Nadonai  WeUnli  liter  Bank 

National  Westmteater  Pic 

Natfonwtde  Buldng  Society 

Needham  Enterprises  LM 

Ndsoff  Bakswoft 

Nestle  Uk  Ltd 

NavUe  Russel 

New  Boston  Partners  Ud 

Newmans  of  Canfettiuiy  BMW 

NMPIb 

Ntchoban,  Graham  A  Jones  Sofidtore 
Msoan  Motor  (00)  Ud 
Nomon  Power  Ltd 
Nortel 

North  East  Water  Pic 
North  West  Auto  Trader  Ud 
Northern  Electric 
Northern  FHancto  of  AJU4.8. 

Nattigase  Motet  HcMtogs  Ud 
Nova  Travel  Limited 
Nuclear  Bectrfc  Ltd 
O  S  Intergranon  Pic 
OMahony  Fondly 
OosUKUd 
Oceanroutas  (UK)  Ud 
OltveM  LexOcon  UK  LM 
One  2  One 

Ore  Bedranics  (UK)  LM 
Orchard  Toys 
Origin  UK  SAP 

Orion  Engineering  Services  Umited 
Osborne  Morris  A  Morgan 
Overbuy  Pic 
Oysz  Stattonory 
Oymtor  Tenntaais  LM 
P.  A  Businese  Systems  Lkt 
PDFM  Unttted 

PHH  VSMcfe  Managsment  Services 

m  Group  of  ComfHnlee 

Pafl  Europe  LM 

PBnnsfl  Iter  Fbcstor 

Paper  Makers’  AHed  Trades  Association 

ParemountPIc 

Park  Bectrical  Services 

Park  Lane  investments  (Scotland)  Ud 

Pauf .  Davidson .  Itaytar 

PBUI A  Wlttamsons 

Persona  Ptc 

Peter  Marsh  A  Sons  LM 

Peterborough  United  Footbafl  Chib 

Petroflne  WiraOne  Sendees 

Pfizer 

PMIpe  Petroteum  Co  UK  LM 
PHWngtan  UK  Ud  Aqua  Oass 
Ptnewood 

Pinnacte  Trustees  Lbdted 
Pfiney  Bowse  Ptc 

Plato  Computer  Services  (UK)  LM 
Plexus  Cotton  LM 
Pofyoafl  Products  Ud 
Polycon  Packaging 
Pork  Farms  Bowyora 
PorvakPlc 
Posted  Duvhrier 
Poww  Testing  Umttsd 
Prebon  Yamsne 
Premrar  Adminteftallon  LM 
Premier  Properties  Pte 
Price  Waterhouse 

Professional  Systems  Pereonnel  LM 
Provond  Services  LM 
Pro-Sport  htemalteMl 
ftudsnttal  Bachs  (Ritures)  LM 
Qusry  Advarttetng  A  Meriosttng 
R  J  Maxwrsl  A  Son  Ltd 
RDM  Factors  Umttsd 
RP  M  s  Tachnotogy 
RSBS  Group 

Rabobenk.  London  Branch 
Ranger  Oi  (UK)  Limited 
Rank  Cancel  LM 
Rank  Xerox  (UK)  Lid 
RavanfieW  Computers  LM 
Reed  Aviation  LM 
Regency  Office  Systems  Ptc 
Refianca  NobonaMns  Co  (UK)  LM 
Remold  Ltd 

Reservoir  Management  Ud 
Resn  Express  Limited 
Reuters  LM 
Reuters  LM  (Columbs) 

Rice- Jonas  A  Stettts 
Retard  Bfe 
Ridge  A  Partners 
FBetor-  Scragg  LM 
FBgbtest  Energy  Services  Ud 
Robert  Flunlna  A  Co  LM 
Robert  Keys  Group 
Robert  Wham!  A  Partners 
Roberts  A  Partners 
Ftoss  Hal  Hospital 
Rone&Maw 
RoySaa  Jersey  Umrtfld 
Royscot  Guernsey  United 
RudoKWOWACoLM 
Ftasceffs  Supports  LM 
Rutherford  Young 
S.CC.  Lhntted 
SEC  Sotutions 
SIP  DDd  (UK)  LTD 
SMC  PneunaUcs  (UK)  LM 
STC  Submarine  Systems  Ltd 
Sabis  Properties  LM 
Safeway  Stores  Plo 

Sage  Rnandal  Swvtoea  LU 

Sanctuary  Housing  Association 
Satchweff  Grant 
SaveheatlnsutabOrtslM 
Schencklid 

Sctenflfie  and  Busmess  Systems  Ud  ■ 

Scott-WhasAHooMns 

Scottish  OVs  LM 

Sea  Containers  Services  LM 

Seatons  Dawi  Ud 

Saddon  Packaging  A  Printing  LM 

Sedgwick  Mnstnnoe  Brokare  LM 

Service  Tec  Ira.  LU 

Sa«n  Heantieare  Group  Pto 


ScwcrcarelM 
Shandon  Leisure 

SherpoA  Rsher  (Buffdng  Shppfes)  LU 

Shaw  A  Counted 

Shell  UK  ExptoraSon  A  Production 

Sherwood  Systems  Lkf 

Shire  Leesing  Pic 

ShortBroaPto 

Stemene  Nbrdorf  Mormafion  Systems  LM 

S8w  Lavone 

Simpsons  Matt  Umited 

Singer  A  Fitadtandnr  (lste  of  Men)  LM 

Sftax  Soourity  Procters  Ud 

Stdptan  Budding  Socieiy  ' 

Smith  A  WBamson 
Smith  Bruney 
Sbcfets  Generate 
Software  Pereormol  Ptc 
Sonkrof 

Southern  Cross 
Spectus  Systems  Ltd 
Standard  Die  Assurance  Company 
Star  MtaronicsUJC.  Limited 
States  Plant  Protection 
Stewart  A  Stevenson  (UK)  Ud 
Stones  Jonas 

Strategic  Asset  Management  Sotottone 

Style  LA)  Windows 

Sunmers  A  Partners 

Sut  Affiance  -  Personal  Lines  DMston 

9un  Electric  UK  United 

Sunbiest  Bakeries  - 

Swale  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Swan  National  Leastog  Limted 

Sykes  tofemattonai  Limited 

Systoma  Union  LM 

TS  B  Bank  Pic 

T.G.  Annskong  A  Partners 

TDK  (UK)  LM  Components  Division 

TWO  Carat 

TMG  Financta)  Products 
TNT  Express  Woridwfcte 
Tafctand  tntemattonai 
TWnakJs  Pic 
Twkfreign 

Taylor  Joynoon  Garrett 
Drylor  Notort  AGB 

TUtaid  Pofice  Amni  ‘Charity  Go#  Day 
Tstra  Laval 
Thames  Water  Pfc 
Thames  Water  Oonbacfing  Pic 
The  Antony  Gtabe  ConauMng  Group 
The  Boughton  Grotto 
Die  British  Land  Company  Pfc 
The  Mish  Precast  Concrete  Federation 
.TheCtetoCorporeSon 
The  Chwige  Partnership  LM 
Tta  Chsse  M&nhteinn  Corporation 
The  Chfckan’a  Appeal 
The  Dtocsee  of  Rochester 
The  Backical  Contractors  Aaa  SS  Region 
The  J  Rothschfid  Partoerslitp 
The  lamp  Company 
The  UttUewoods  Oigontaation  Ptc 
The  Lloyd  Group 

The  London  Cteartog  House  Umitod 

The  Marteteg  A  Communications  Businese 

The  Mayflower  Corporation  Pic 

The  MHer  tnsuanoe  Group  Umited 

The  National  Grid  Company  Pic 

The  PBrtnstfarA  CMarcsl  Steam  NevtgaSon  CO 

The  Priory  Hosptel 

The  Rangaloy  Compeny  (CJ.)  Unted 

The  Royal  Mai  -  Olympic  Sponsorship 

The  Hatua  Group  Pfc 

The  Times  City  Diary  Square  Me  - 

GoH  Chaffenge 

The  Vbdafbne  Centre 

The  WM  Group 

The  Washtagton  Hospital 

Thermal  Transfer  (Scotland)  Ltd 

Dtraadneedte  Aaset  Management 

Tlpp-Ex  Limted 

Tony  Mossop  Engineering  LM 

Tbshtoe  (UK)  LM 

Townsend's  SoffcAore 

Trade  Irdamrity .  Hater  Commercial  Rnance 

Trade  Indsnxttty  Pic 

Ttavte  Perfdra 

Tubular  Induotriee  Scotland  Ud 

Dtttatt  A  Tbkyo  Forex  InumMtonal 

TulettA  Tbkyolnt 

Daner  A  Co  (Glasgow)  LM 

UAP  Provincial  Insurance  Pfc 

UDT  Ltd 

UnHroiumUK 

Uniroyal  Chemical  LM 

Unisys  Ltd 

United  DUBers 

Unum  Limted 

UponorUd 

VCM  Commurtcaflons 
Venner  Shpiey  A  Co 
Vernon  Bufidng  Society 
Videotron  Corporation 
Vbartfe  SoSdtors 
WDH  A  RTTkggart 
W  A  J  Bwriess  W.S. 

WJ.  Meade 
WTPerinejahip 
Waiter  SmBh  A  Way 
Wfeton  Limited 
WSfd  Knowles  LM 
Wetartne  LM 
tAtalsor)  Wyatt  Partners 
WBveriay  Wraera  LM 
Wayzgoose  Ptc 

Weatherafl  Green  A  Smith 
Webbs  (Weston)  Ud 
Wedtoke  Be# 

Wek  &glneerinfl  Services 
Woktfi  Rarebte 
Whhbread  Beer  Company 
Whiteread  Pfc 
White  Young 
WhyteS  Msckay 
WBaCorroon 

Wfc  Conoon  Management  (We  of  Man) 

WMsCorroon  North  LM 
WtocheetarWhte  Limited 
Wbgan  Group  Ltd 
Wooden  Spoon  Society 
Wooten  Spoon  Society  (SurreyfSuasex) 
Wboden  Spoor.  Society  -  CMMm  Region 
Wooden  spoon  Socfety  kfldands 
Wooden  Spoon  Society  Scotland 
wooden  spoon  Society  Tfeunton 
Worid  Design  &  Trad*  U, 

WotmaM  Anaul  Ltd 
Wale  US 

Iferwri  Computer  Systems  (K3M)  LM 
nmhra  Bonk  Ptc 
YOungstareLM 

Yiife  Can  ConabmerChamtaMa 
Ztt  toaurance  Sendees  LM 


■  Many  ot  The  above  Companies  registered  more  than  one  golf  day 


(SCOTLAND) 


y-y-V;i:X 


Make  the  most  of  your  company  golf  day  by  entering  for  the  1 997  challenge  now !  .  •; 

For  details  of  how  easy  it  is  to  take  part,  the  publicity  you  will  receive  in  The  Times,  •:.?? 

and  the  route  to  the  National  Final  in  Spain,  call  the  organisers  on  the  numbers  above  or  write  to: 

The  Times  MeesPierson  Corporate  Golf  Challenge,  PO  Box  4,  Harpenden,  Herts  AL5  3DL  a  11^  t)ief^6^i|^ 

.  •  .  ••• 
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RACING:  ISTABRAQ'S  TALL  REPUTATION  CAN  BE  FURTHER  ENHANCED  BY  FAIRYHOUSE  VICTIM 


.By  OurIrjsh  Racing 
Correspondent 


i>ORANS  PRIDE,  who  k 
prominent  in  the  betting  for 
foe  Cheltenham  Gold  Cup, 
should  have  little  more  than 
an  exercise  canter  in.  -the 
wmiara  Neville  And  Sons 
Novices’  Chase  at  .  Leo- 
pardstown  today.  one  of  four 
races  covered  live  orr  BBCI. 

The  1995  Stayers’  Hurdle 
vnmier  has  been  impressive  in 

three  chases  tu  date,  and  faces 
a^simpte  task' against  three 
vastly  inferior  opponents  in 
this  2  3* -mile  event  ■ 


More  candidates  for  the 
Cheltenham  Festival  are  on 
view  m  the  Stillorgan  Orchard 
Novices’  Hurdle,  in  which 
Noble  Thyne  can  bolster  the 
reputation  of  Istabraq,  an-- 
impressive  winner  here 
yesterday. 

The  Paddy  Mullins-trained 
gelding  took  advantage  of  a 
last-flight  mistake  by  Istabraq 
to  win  at  Punchestown  last 
month  but  could  not-cope  with 
his  rival's  speed  over  two 
miles  at  Fairy  house  and  was 
beaten  into  third. 

Of  the  rest,;  Tartfaooth  is 
attempting  to  complete  a  four- 
timer  after  an  impressive  suc¬ 
cess  at  Fairy  house  last  time, 
while  Ask  The  Butler's  handi¬ 
cap  defeat  of  Bolino  Star  at 
Navan  was  a  good  effort 
However,  Noble  Thyne  has 
the  best  form  and  scope  for 
improvement 

What  A  Question  disap- 


Meny  Gale  breezes  over  the  last  on  his  way  to  victory  at  Leopardstown  yesterday.  Photograph:  Caroline  Norris 


pointed  when  fifth  to  Ocean 
Hawk  at  Ascot  and  may  have 
to  give  best  to  the  novice, 
Radanpour,  in  the  Leopards¬ 
town  Christmas  Hurdle. 
Radanpour  looked  promising 
when  winning  his  first  race 
over  hurdles  at  Punchestown 
but  has  since  been  let  down  by 


his  jumping.  His  trainer. 
Willie  Mullins,  believes 
Radanpour  needs  a  test  of 
stamina  to  be  seen  at  his  best 
and  he  should  get  just  that 
over  today's  three  miles. 

Johnny  Setaside  also  heeds 
a  stamina  test,  plus  soft 
ground,  and  will  be  in  his 


element  in  the  Ericsson  Chase, 
which'  has  lost  much  of  its 
stenificance  with  the  absence 
of  Imperial  CalL 
Idiots  Venture  looks  the 
main  danger  to  Johnny  Seta- 
side,  who  can  collect  this 
attractive  first  prize  of 
lr£32J00. 


While  several  of  todays 
runners  attempt  to  state  their 
cases  for  Cheltenham  in 
March,  the  aforementioned 
Istabraq,  trained  by  Aidan 
O’Brien,  is  already  earmarked 
for  the  Sun  Alliance  Hurdle. 

The  half-brother  to  the  Der¬ 
by  winner.  Secrete,  was  never 


New  opportunity  for  Champion  hopefuls 


COLLIER  BAY,  the  champion  hurdler, 
and  Alderbrook.  the  former  champion, 
could  dash  early  in  the  new  year  as  a 
result  of  die  British  Horseradng  Board’s 
decision  to  create  a  new  race  to  compen¬ 
sate  for  the  loss  of  yesterday's  Christinas 
Hurdle  at  Kemptoa. 

The  pair  are  likely  to  be  attracted  by 
the  Pertemps  Hurdle,  which  wiO  be 


added  to  the  Sandown  card  on  January  4. 
The  Levy  Board  has  provided  £20,000 in 
added  money  and  the  race  will  have  the 
same  conditions  as  the  Christinas  Hurdle 
with  entries  to  dose  on  Monday. 

It  is  one  of  two  races  created  yesterday, 
the  other  being  the  £I5,000-added  Levy 
Board  Chase,  a  limited  handicap  over 
two  miles  at  Uttoxeter  on  New  Year's 


Day.  It  is  designed  to  attract  those  who 
were  engaged  in  yesterday’s  abandoned 
Castieford  Chase  at  Wetherby.  ■ 

With  today's  scheduled  meetings  at 
Newbury,  Huntingdon  and  Folkestone 
called  off  yesterday  and  Newcastle 
subject  to  an  &00am  inspection,  Wolver¬ 
hampton's  Fibresand  track  stages  the 
only  fixture  without  problems. 


out  of  a  canter  to  beat  five 
opponents  at  odds  of  100-30  on 
in  the  1st  Choice  Norices’ 
Hurdle  at  Leopardstown  yes¬ 
terday,  and  O'Brien  is  con¬ 
vinced  there  is  better  to  come. 
He  said:  “We  have  done  very 
little  with  him  so  far  and  he  is 
getting  heavier  all  the  time. 
We  are  going  to  have  to  start 
working  him  and  see  what  he 
really  is.” 

Istabraq,  formerly  trained 
by  John  Gosden.  will  attempt 
to  land  his  third  rictoiy  over 
timber  in  the  Deloitte  La 
Touche  Hurdle  over  at 
Leopardstown  on  February  2. 
a  Sun  Alliance  trial  won  by 
Danoli  in  1994. 


Istabraq  has  proved  a 
natural  over  hurdles  and  John 
Durkan.  who  was  going  to 
handle  the  horse  for  owner 
J.  P.  McManus  until  the  train¬ 
er  was  diagnosed  as  having 
leukaemia,  is  not  surprised. 
“He  has  a  lot  of  guts  and  class. 
He  is  a  battler,  not  your  usual 
soft  Flat  horse,”  he  said. 

Merry  Gale  won  his  first 
race  since  returning  from  a 
throat  operation  when  beating 
Klairon  Davis  by  eight  lengths 
in  the  McCain  Handicap 
Chase.  Richard  Dun  woody’s 
mount  was  receiving  151b  from 
Klairon  Davis,  whose  trainer, 
Arthur  Moore,  said:  “I  am  not 
disappointed.  Merry  Gale  is 
bade  to  his  best  and  we  were 
giving  him  a  lot  of  weight.” 
Jim  Dreaper  intends  running 
Meny  Gale  in  the  Hennessy 
Gold  Cup  here  on  February  2. 

The  well-backed  favourite. 
New  Co,  hit  the  bookmakers 
hard  in  the  Lr£80.00G-added 
Paddy  Power  Handicap 
Chase,  taking  advantage  of  an 
attractive  handicap  mark  to 
beat  wyide  Hide  by  a  length. 

Conor  O'Dwyer,  successful 
on  New  Co.  had  two  other 
winners  including  Milton- 
field,  who  won  the  Chelten¬ 
ham  Gold  Card  Handicap 
Hurdle  qualifier  by  a  cheeky 
head  and  will  now  be  trained 
for  the  final. 


Featherstone  Lane 
can  swoop  for 
overdue  victory 

By  Richard  Evans,  racing  correspondent 


THE  naming  of  all  seven 
races  at  Wolverhampton  to¬ 
day  after  birds  of  prey  may 
be  a  salutary  warning  as 
punters  try  to  make  some 
sense  of  the  low-grade  sport 
on  offer  at  the  all-weather 
track. 

However,  with  the  wea¬ 
ther  an  odds  on  favourite  to 
prevent  Newcastle's  attrac¬ 
tive  jumping  card  taking 
place,  those  wishing  to  bet 
on  racing  in  this  country 
may  have  no  choice  but  to 
examine  the  credentials  of 
horses  who  are  expert  at 
losing,  rather  than  winning. 

Take  the  case  of  Fea- 
tbcistone  Lane  (250),  a  five- 

Nap:  Featherstone  Lane 
(250  Wolverhampton) 
Next  best:  Desert  Invader 
(1250  Newcastle) 


year-old  who  has  made  a 
career  of  flattering  only  to 
deceive.  Despite  often  run¬ 
ning  creditably,  he  has 
gained  just  two  victories 
from  68  starts  and  is  on  a 
losing  run  of  21. 

However,  his  last  victory 
was  achieved  over  course 
and  distance  and  Jason 
Weaver,  who  rode  him  on 
that  occasion  last  February, 
is  back  in  the  saddle  for  the 
first  time  since. 

Apart  from  being  off  a  11b 
lower  mark  compared  to 
when  winning,  he  is  also 
dropped  in  class  and  run¬ 
ning  on  his  favourite  all- 
weather  surface  after  four 
recent  outings  on  the  much 
faster  Lingfidd  track. 

On  a  line  through  Napier 
Star,  he  has  the  beating  of 
Aljaz  and.  if  there  is  to  be 


another  visit  to  the  winners 
enclosure  for  this  old  rascal, 
then  it  could  be  today. 

Another  top  weight  on  a 
losing  run  of  2!  is  Desert 
Invader  (1250),  owned  and 
trained  by  David  Chapman. 
Yet  again,  ft  is  possible  to 
make  out  a  strong  case  for 
him  celebrating  the  fiftieth 
race  of  his  career  with  his 
fifth  victory. 

A  fortnight  ago,  he  turned 
in  his  best  performance  for  a 
year  when  finishing  second 
to  Mr  Frosty  at  Wolver¬ 
hampton  in  a  particularly 
fast-run  race.  That  was  over 
six  furlongs,  and  he  should 
appreciate  today’s  extra  dis¬ 
tance. 

After  two  encouraging  re¬ 
cent  efforts.  Mad  Militant 
(350)  should  go  dose  in  the 
finale.  The  seven-year-old  is 
fresher  than  most  and  ran 
on  well  behind  Mr  Specula¬ 
tor  over  course  and  distance 
two  weeks  ago. 

Should  Newcastle  survive 
the  cold  snap,  Tbnbucktoo 
(2.00)  looks  an  attractive 
betting  proposition.  The 
nine-year-old.  formerly 
Trained  in  Ireland,  finished  a 
good  second  to  Political  Tow¬ 
er  over  an  inadequate  two 
miles  here  25  days  ago.  Set 
plenty  to  do  that  day,  he 
finished  to  good  effect  and 
today’s  extra  half-mile 
should  be  ideal. 

Provided  the  ground  is  not 
too  soft.  Mister  Ross  (350) 
has  every  chance  of  follow¬ 
ing  up  his  recent  Kelso 
success.  He  was  sent  off  at 
25-1  that  day  after  working 
disappointingly  at  Carlisle, 
but  stayed  on  particularly 
strongly  to  win.  With  third- 
placed  King  Pin  having 
boosted  the  form,  Howard 
Johnson's  well-regarded 
runner  can  oblige. 


1250  QuinzB  Martin 
1.20  French  Kiss 
150  Sooty  Tam 


THUNDERER 

220  Sounds  Legal 
250  Madrina 
320  HONESTLY  (rap) 
350  Cofosse 


103  (12)  0-0432  GOOD  1UES  74  pOfffAS)  (Us  D  Botaufl)  8  ItaB  9-104)  .  8  Wed  (4)  88 
Sa-fign 


toward  ante  Ora  n  Se-fign  cant  fad  dttaa  veer  BF  —  bates 

mH  1 1  —  un«ur  oain  >  —  sum  up.  B—  mb  -fan:  and  to  tern.  tad.  0— nod 

(dud.  D  —  OttpiHed).  HmVibb*.- Diyr  -  ”  .  ~ _ 

axe  by  outa*  J  d  maps.  F  itltat  |B—  S-~-aqgoodb«0.ft»rt  P»ng  tafaadre& 
Hotel  V— co  H— tmoi.  E  — Ewsbrtl  Tratao.  Age  and  ■egtii  Bids  plus  aytfaeaace. 
C  —  cause  wsna.  D  —  ifrfatnr  met.  CO  —  The  Tones  Prim  Xartapper's  mg. 


GONG:  STANDARD 
TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETMG 


DRAW:  NO  ADVANTAGE 
SS 


12.50  PEREGRINE  HANDICAP 

(Div  I:  £2.561 : 71)  (10  runners) 


101  (3)  200242  DESERT  WVAOBT U  (GAELS)  {D  Ownm)  0  Onpnon  5- ISO  A 

102  i9  24100  FA&ED  TO  W  72  (VJ)  (Ms  M  Mc£teu)  N  Uhttfen  3-8T2  T  6  McLaotffln  SO 

103  ffl  S00105  jraARBW9(Vjn/AS)p^rhinleNPIA*P^7-M.  ...  SOmame  94 

1G4  (4  001141  LBEH  CROFTER  9  (B.CftF,&£)  (P  CwtoeS)  P  CstoeU  7-94 - DHofand  95 

105  f?i  141401  MARJGTSE  ROSE  9  (&G)  (Sandytcar  SQbtesj  A  Briley  3-^-7 -  DWtff  93 

10G  (B«  443556  AJKnrMSE  (BwO.BF.F.Q  (tettey Bum) D Mctete 4-86  .  AtnGraues  95 

187  ft  008525  MfTA’S C0WTESSA 28 (D,G) A Owol 0 M5nQ 44-1 1._  DeatOHdl  94 

m  !10]  364031  OfliaUARm9(CaQIUea^M)DttvitaJaBesS8-9^  Stem  94 

109  ir,  320040  HURRAY'S  MAZDA  72  (OJAS)  (M  Qnbb)  J  Em  7-6-1 - JBran«*(7)  96 

110  (!)  052000  CHALKY  DANGER  17  (V)  (T  CbyrtoeQ  H  Cofegbdge  4-7-10 - Jtkm  92 

Long  tanrirap-  Ca By  Danerr  6-11 

sroWE  94  leqD  Crater.  4-1  Desert  hater.  5-1  CXitaU  UsM.  11-2  top*  Rose  6-1  AgsarBogr.  8-1 
Anwpc.  12-1  odea. 

1995:  NO  COK5P0WWB  MSIMG 

FORM  FOCUS 


DE5OT  WNJB1HH  2nd  if  13  to  Jk  TsaSty  to 
taaftcap  tee  ft  Aft.  LEIGH  CROFTER  fed 
EirJmg  Gjmifia  ocA  m  bsrtezp  owi  ansa 
md  (feta**,  vt  JGSAW  90Y  (3b  bettor  off)  Id 
ad  neck  Sfc.  MAJORS  ROSE  beto  Stain  fl  ■ 
13-cane  taeer  tee  (Efl.  ARIA'S  C0NTESSA 
T-::  Dead  and  hk*  50  o!  12  to  Elfa  Hope  a 
Janiap  na  cxnr  ad  dedance.  QUHZI  UAR- 


TM  beat  Mods  1VH  in  12-news  tanbap  trw 

caooe  ad  tbsbOEe  MURRAY'S  MAZMlS  8«r 

«d  13  rotten  fc>  tartan  a  War  (la.  mod  to 

tern)  eta  (MLS)  TDHT{3fe  eeese  a0)  23  9fc 

AMORW  XI  lad  aecfc  M  Of  10  b  DoOn  Id 

bgadqp  at  Beta  [71  firm)  m  MtBRifrS 
MAfflA  (20fc  betm  ofl)  Ml  ad  net*  4fc 
Setadkac  LBGH  CROFTER 


1.20  BUZZARD  iUIBEHAUCnON  STAKES 

(2-Y-0:  £2^00: 71)  (6  tenners) 

z:  ft  6  ROYJU.  CASCADE 9 (R  BakSag)  B  McMmas 8-10. 

zn  !£<  SWWG0  EXPRESS  [A  ItaMDBWk 8-10 - 

23  {4;  0  WET  A  BIT  266  fF  Wertinwi)  B  Htftebead  8-10^ 

Ka  (1)  HHKH  B5S  (T  CwnaOhan) u  Onnnen  8-7 - 


.  JO Sodb(3)  - 
__  MWItae  - 
R" 


235  in  304300  K0UASTA21  ff  Qrtflei  JIBsi*  87 - ... - SSjuta  M 

Z0b  3)  355400  DAMBSIPRWCESS40  pEatam)  RHoOtnhteW - JOnoi 

KTiWG  6-s  Spe^a  fe»ss  11-4  fflwH  fes.  5-1  Oanebfl  Prtaeess.  6-1  Rapt  Cascade.  8-1  RMAb.  12-1 

tjnsA 

FORM  FOCUS 


ROYAJ.  CASCADE  HI  fid  o(J3  Id  Uta  Fate  *1 
seto  tee  (fit  4W)  _  . 

WEET  A  BIT  10  7B  at  9  IB  ArtK  tajfcJ to 
meden  a  Hqttod  1SL  swO-  IC0MASTA 


191  m  el  9  la  fit  to  iteta  to  mmden  tea  R 
Aft.  DAKEHKL  PRHCESS  13 1  7» id  12  to 
Frosan  to  assay  a)  Soufc**8  (?1.  AW). 
Sdedfcn 


0  PBEGWNE  HANDICAP 

£2.534: 71)  (9  nwiers) 

EI  100480  SO AUA7WS 42 (Oft JjteP UteteH JfrM-ICML - - =-J»jgg 

v  own  MYTTIHIS IBStAKE 29 (DJ) (6 MjbdoI A Wey 8180 emgatp) 

:■  38510  CfflrAK0US33 JXBFfl)(M4DhiMn)BUea(ner3^S - 

4.  002010  EUTE  HCPE  B  S3LG)  Ra*0  N  TMa***- - - 

v  013183  StS  GARTOV  28  (kC06)  (A  Bte)  J  -  -  Jte 

i  asa!flss»R«^“-)S 

[I  SSttwiSSiaiS ?dStas)U sites SDmne 

5-3  Ci'  S*sai.  9-?  Gad  Yarn*.  5-1  Efte  Hear.  H  Ss  Gten.  7-1  5oto»  Tm.  W  W  tty.  1M 
teue  12-1  :»»• 

FORM  FOCUS 


a  :i=  ICDrii.  MYTTDKS  MISTAKE 
’E  a  QtaJtei  HaB  »  cbmB  * 

U  4JLr. 

Jtiaa:  Store. 

id J7i  Aft m ceam«maaiRiiE 
=3=xeMT4lr  7lffl  12-wmHtaBtotei 


201 

202 

203 

220 


FULL  RESULTS  S|RV]CEJ68 


hoe  ow  com  aaJ  Stats  aim  SS  SARDBI 
GUtfSHAM?  W mtv eefc  3rd  H  12  to  Leigh 

bmSop  A  Itagted  (hn.  Aft 
Setadno:  GWimloUN 


MOJOAV.  Carfeks  (last  race.  12501. 
LbuSeM  PSifc  (AW.  1 
Plumpten  fl  l5?Sntflt»d (1  ^ 
TUESDAY:  Cmteta.  Brij^J1«fr 
Fo««B  Park  (110). 

12  55).  Tawaon  [12501.  VRSWOi. 
SiKOAY:  Caoanek  Bridge  nzsg. 

Choaonhain  p».  j00!- 

Uacestv  0255],  Sotfltwtel  1 055' 

Uteaterfia. 55)  Wn*»[  Z5W 

SATIRDAY^  Havdodi  RaA  {BBC,  12-4^, 

lapsSaSw'D-.sw® 

wST[ ?05)  _ 

PK  wettings 


2.20 


EAfiiEMABlEN  STAKES 

(£3.469: 1m  100yd)  (11  runners) 

401. -ft  304030-  HOURS  HU.  38J(CMUtote)U  Measte  4S8 . 

408022  AfiBir  47  £M  GtenQ)  J  3-8-13 _ 

345630  BRECON  15  (Foe  WSesJWMufr  3-8-13. 


402 

403 

404 

405 

406 
«7 

408 

409 

410 

411 


(0 

0 

n 

no 

n> 

pi 

(10) 

a 

a 


_ JOta 

-  Rlappai 

_ JWewar 

2344  RAHEBI 254  (Btel  (B  Ktotey)  W  6  M  Tana  3-6-13 _ D  Snowy  (5) 

STONEQ/TTB) BJ  (V) (Ms S  Detekte)  U  Cteme 3-6-13 _ RPertam 

00-50  HAZB.82  lltaLNdscq)  KBss G Kaanqi 4-8-9 _ UaaOXel 

304435  BMJGKySSStoJItelfei) JBaiy344 _ _  PFenyft 

8040-0  BRAE5VSHELDHLL 140  (R  Beatonore)  A  Bate  3-88 _ WHo** 

5  COtttnONRH) 74 (MSankn}U Santa 348 _ SI 


2  SOUNDS  LEGAL  58  (Ite  L  WMsat )  P  Evan  388 _ ACufeaw 

404800  SUPRE1C UJUSUN 23  [E]  (J  Baiy)  Jabn Bony 3-8-8 _ NVakyft 


50 


8ETTM&  94  R tarn.  3-1  Aged.  4-1  Sank  Legd.  9-2 


12-1  Hdkkn  M.  14-1  Btaty.  15-1 


FORM  FOCUS 


aeteihaettm  100yd,  Aft. 


3xi  4mm 


1$  to  Uaol  Cm  n  mWai  to  Clm.  good  la 

fina).  8A1MSC?  16X1  S8i  id  8  tt  Ttaua  Oftte  In 
mtan  to  LtogWd  flm.  Aft. 
8RABtrsSL0Hd  in  HA  oM3  in  seOflg 


2nd  o) 


4t-4te  pL good)  SOUMJS  LEGAL  2)41 
12  to  Tw  To  Tavjo  in 


i  Dates  Mtaai  tea 


(IB  100yd.  Aft  yte^KitSKY  Qfemedl) 
■M4 0l  SUPREME  UJUSDN  5iil 


13X1 
SiaS  to 
SdecSotc 


&1USJ0H  5X1 9*  to  13  to 
to  liaabdd  (El.  Aft. 


2.50  FALCON  HANDICAP 

(£2^88: 5Q  (13  Turners) 


SOI 

sic 

503 

504 

505 

506 

507 
SOB 

509 

510 

511 

512 
5)3 
Long 


(12) 

(1) 

(9) 

ft 

PI 

HD 

P) 

ft 

(3) 

ft 

(10) 

14) 

(13) 


803483  FEAimSTONE LAIC  15 (VXOtFftlO Pate] l6nLStoM 5-10-0  JVfcowr 
433140  MAUMA 8 (6) (J Boy] J Beny 34-13 - CLatotar{7] 


0062)0  CAPTAW CARAT 68  PJfJBI  (V Dcms)  D McMb 5-9-12 - AteGiaama 

5-14202  tBLETFIAN  R&UR8  211  (D.Gft  (Wteiaa)  M  Ctaaen  34-11  Cate  Mona 

05-64  AMNBTDN  LASS  102  (M  Hggrt)  P  £»ans  34-11 _ S  Sates 

050430  QCenr CHAFte 9 (B,CD/£^  (I Chapraaa) 0  OapnaB 5-9-10  ACtaaa 

033000  R8MVH0LME 15 (6 Ccston) J Hetatoa 5-9-1 - NAdan 

415002  ALIAZ 28 (C0&S) (Bbctiaa fad Gouldl  5te  6  KdfeNy544l  DaeOTto* 

000000  BO^T 6 (B.CDJG) (S Baqb) B Bugh 34-12 - RPatam 

000840  AMT  LBGH  9  (BJ)£)  (j  titckxg}  J  WDson  3-8-11 - DHofand 

000000  AVANT  HUT  15  (B)  (Staafasi  EngOeanogl  Iks  N  Maadey  4-7-11 .  J  (Man 

000000  SOT0MAN15P  Dam)  PFdB«e  3-7-10 - DWdgM  - 

0-00080  BLRAAS 141  (B}[tPte)RI7SlAMn 4-7-1  _ FNota  89 

Solata  7-7.  Bias  7-0 

BETIMGc  3-1  Cate  Cato.  5-1  Mttm.  6-1  fetotetoant  Law.  a&z.  8-1  fan ftte  Lot.  10-1  teste 
Mud.  OedqrCtete.  1H  cten 

FORM  FOCUS 


FEAlHetSTOC  LAIC  41  ato  daaVtead  3rt  d 
10  to  kite  in  tateap  to  UnoSetd  (5t  Aft  toft 
RBWYHDLME  (41b  baa  ft  Bfa  ft  ad 

SOTQMMi  (7ft>  betel  ft  111  «L  UADRWA  bed 

etort  beat  School  Boy  a  to  l3Huaet  maden  to 

Ltogted  ft.  Aft  vft  AVANT  HUIT  (328)  Mler 

ft  18  9fil  CAPTAM  CARAT  «  1401  Of  17  » 

Sided  to  loaScap  to  Potefiid  (S.  good). 


HUIRAM  RERJR8 1X1 2nd  of  10  to  CSseano  to 
dans  to  Bab  ft.  good).  CHEBCY  CHAPPY  111 
8to!  d  12  to  ttrad  Mirth  to  teafcap  tee  (71 
Kft.  AUAZ  2nd  d  12  to  tbps  Sta  n 
hatoca  tee  ovn  esua  ato  feanee  ate  AMT 
LB6hT»  bteer  ft  3«l  4ft.  ELRAAS 12  Bfa  d 
13  to  Ulia  Bed  h  sdta  tee  ft.  Aft. 
SahcfOR  FEATHERSTONE  LAK 


3.20  MBUJN  CLAIMING  STAKES 

(£2,684: 1m  1f79yd)  (13  rums) 


SOI  .  ft  505183  CEDE?  LE  PASSAGE  2  (B£D,BFj6)  (A  Mdaalsl  K  C-Bonb  S-9-8 .  i' 
m  ft  150214  GREENSPAN 21  (C.Q  (Cartel)  W IM 4-9-8 - OteOlfca 

603  (10)  22D32S  BEMTTC0 14  (CO^F/.G}  (Twrty  TMte)  Mr*  R  Maatey  7-44  C  Te^n  ft 

604  (1)  O44D00  L1TIASrEVBC12Jftgitene)tAssGRi9eMy444  AngettGatomorep} 

SB  ft  022386  OBBiS  14 (VJ) (Gltets Fee«) M» 5 Wte 544 - SVMnnto 

605  (13)  000000  RAUBOMALTZER  70  (C/ AS)  (VT  Sate)  DMdHfa  4-44  _  AtoxGnwes 

807  (3)  4ZD0J3  YEOMAN OUWER  B (CO, 6)  (M  Sates)  BMOten 3^2__ : -  L Newton  88 

60S  ft  354041  CHA0LEEH  LAME  36  (C,S)  (J  Bigg)  R  Hultated  44-12 - MVA^ast  fi 

609  (ID  004009  NORIH&OI  SPRUCE  427  (todedU  UQ  A  Foster  4-8-8 - RPertan  - 

610  (4)  011300  VQUN6  BOSON  36J(VAF^(E  Lee)  T  ted  4-8-8 - D  Sweeney  (7)  01 

Sir  (7)  480061  HOE5TLY33  (C0.6]  (B  Hoggat)  B  Sbe)  344 - S  State  85 

612  (B)  000000  OYAMOl  115 (N A M Pte) M Santee 3-8-2 - AMackay  70 

813  (12)  100004  UA BAH. 9 (Cft (N Oraaart 8 Hafatead 3-8-1 - JQutan  89 

BETTWt  5-2  Raifto  DUn.  6-1  Betfica.  7-1  ftmofai.  ffartnffi  Lac.  8-1  Cefaz  le  Paesage.  Yearn 
Otar.  Honetoy.  12-1  otoen. 

FORM  FOCUS 


CEDE?  LE  PASSAGE  231  3nl  d  6  to  Barassa 
Vanear  m  etener  to  Ltogfleld  (loi  21.  A ft.  Eata 
hteYEDMAN  OLWffi  m  to  HVnma  cterar 
oser  crura  ato  totaca  (Aft.  GRSISPAN  beat 
Kfanesasti  S  in  12-ona  seder  tee  (Ho  4L  Aft 
penuttite  start.  BtitriCO  51  ato  of  10  to  Ttofa 
to  contetons  nca  to  LiagneM  (tm.  Aft  peodB- 
uitoe  toat 

RAWO  WALTZSt  bed  eflort  bad  Bags  netf  h 
Tl-omer  dtoma  tea  {71  Aft  to  Jany.  MD- 


MAN  0UVB)  BXIMollSbllm  Wtes  a 
tandcap  hen  (Ini  100yd.  Aft.  CHADLBSH 
LATE  tea  Ebon  Ledger  lead  to  13-oner  darner 
to  Souheall  (1m.  W-  YOLBtG  B84S0N  bed 
teort  beat  KoaiucSy  10  in  12-omer  tettap 
1m  100yd.  Aft  to  fart. 

“lY  bad  Dogogoy  bead  ■  lOntma 
%  cause  ato  feaw  (Aft  wtoi 
□BROS  (28)  bettor  001(131 
SetocWt  RAMB0  WALT2B? 


3.50 


(7) 

(3) 

ft 

(I) 

(7) 

(10) 


OWL  HANDICAP  (£2.982: 1m  41)  (12  mraiets) 

010101  SHAW  14 (CAS) (SHgritftDItoyito Jones 64-1 3 - SDrewne  93 

0-44823  MAD  KUTANT 14  (CDJPJF^)  (It  tertxsBdJ  A  Sbeefei  7-9-11 _ J  Ota  91 

050006  JOBS  ACT  39  pmASKJ  Btei)  0  tete  Jtte  6-46 _ J  Weaver  07 

52261-6  KA1AMAIA  351  (CD£9  (B  Fai)  J  Gkne  4-9-5 _ G  Carter  S3 

608558  CANARY  FALCON  151  (BAS)  (L  Pipe)  ROSbUHbi  58-11 _ DHofand  89 

300454  MKE  MOtEY  14  (COJF.G)  (J  BSgel  P  Hafatead  7-8-10.  ._  MWtdnm  08 
(6)  050062  C0L0SSE  9  (IIJXBFJS)  (Dteato  Ractog)  J  Eyn  44-10 _ R  Lappto  02 

8  (11)  1tB56S  MJSTftT  GRUICLE?1  yfJS)  (J  Itobdflo)  Ms  S  Wtfen  64-10  S  Wdteeth  97 

9  ft  023401  RASA2IB.B(CiLF^)  (hten Hafage) P Enos 6-8-7 - ACOBm  92 

10  (121  BOOOGD  EWAR BOLD 3QJ  ft  (A Htotanfa)  K  Cartnghwn-BnwB  344  —  SSeadas  89 

11  (4)  143060  FABULOUS  HTQTO 16J  (QAB)  (N  P9to  W  Sutoas  6-7-12 - -  A  Hactagr  ffi 

12  ft  006005  MARLY RSEFIBJIY Guy) DBudtt 4-7-11 - NCatefa  BB 

9ETTM&  7-2  faavd.  9-2  ifad  Mteat  5-1  Cdnsst.  7-1  to  The  Ucmy.  8-1  Canny  Ptoeon.  State.  141 
Mate  data.. 

FORM  FOCUS 


SHAW  61  46  at  12  to  SoUh  Eteem  Red  to 
handap  hen  (1<n  H  lOtkd,  Aft  MAD  KUTANT 
Ml  ato  neck  3nl  at  13  In  Mr  Snecteia  to  tendkan 
over  cause  and  dtenx  (AMI)  wife  M  THE 
MONEY  (lb  Uhf  ofl)  It  4di 
KALAMATA  bed  ttrtdty  Wood.  41  to  12-oner 
sing  eetafed  stdmmr  couse  ato  dbanca  (tolT). 
to  Nneote  1995  wffll  COLOSSEMb  MO  offl 
ITMI  68)  ato  PHARLY  RES  (22 b  befaf  odj 
faded  OtnOfa  CANARY  FALCON  «1  Sti  d  9  to 


01  Vtam  to  iandtei  to  Radar  (1m  3L  gnat 


MUSTNT  6RUMBLE  61  »  of  13  to  Band  Of 
Mm  to  tandtep  hen  (1m  II 1UM.  Aft  wte 
SHM8K J2&  wna  of)  72  11th.  RASAYa  beto 
COUBS(16  beta  od)  ted  to  12-iuner  aoa- 
bus  harrtcap  ner  cause  ato  ittare  (Aft. 
PHARLY^S1 16)41  Ite  at  6  to  Lae  Dan  In 
nokfan  If  100yd.  Aft. 


Sekcdoic 


Sort 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Whs 

fav 

1 

JOCKEYS 

Worn 

Rdcs 

% 

6  Snad 

6 

27 

222 

J  Wearer 

54 

258 

21.1 

J  Qua 

9 

50 

ISO 

Nr  tine 

7 

42 

16J 

H  GoangrtdDE 

3 

17. 

176 

Die  OTfett 

5 

30 

167 

J  Beny  -. 

38 

245 

155 

R  tiptti 

6 

4) 

145 

P  Feigae 

4 

-27 

1+8 

G  Cater  - 

tt 

ttl 

14.4 

jbew;  .'srsyg1.?? . 


sui. 


Musselburgh 

Qotng:  good  lo  flfm 
1235  (2m  hde)  1.  Rossal  (A  Dobbin.  44 
te):  2.  Honeyscbotce  (4-1);  3.  Nor  Esprit 
(25-1)  10  ran.  31  1K,L  P  Monteith  Tote 
El  JO;  Cl. 10,  £120.  £330.  DF:  5220  Trio- 
El  4  M.  CSF:  E263. 

1.Q5  (3m  ch)  1,  Blue  Charm  (R  Garrttry, 
94):  2.  Wteer  Belle  (16-1);  3.  Fine  Tune 
(100-1).  Moyan  S6  tav  (t)  a  ran  Nft 
D'Arttey  Street,  Kfighbealh.  2YH,  191.  Mrs  S 
Bredxene.  Tole:  S3  1ft  Cl  SO.  El  40. 
£8  10.  DF:  E1320.  Trio’  E1453)  CSF- 
£3055 

1.36  (2m  41  hde)  1.  Smofensfc  (M 
Mataney.  7-4  tav):  2.  Cheater  (14-11;  3. 
Litlle  Redwing  (50-1).  10  ran.  NR:  Cette 
Comma.  1 1L  to.  J  Beny  Tote- EE  30:  Cl  30, 
£2.20.  £3J0.  DF:  £3230.  Trio:  £41  10 
CSF:  £24.45. 

2-05  (3m  hde)  1.  Trump  (D  Parker,  6-5 
tel;  2.  D'Aitote  Street  (6-1):  3.  SaSetsetais 
(7-2).  5  ran.  NR:  Dig  Deeper.  M.  INI  C 
Pater  Tote:  £200;  Cl  SO,  Cl  SO.  DF: 
C3.1Q.  CSF:  £808. 

240  (3m  ch)  1,  Hurricane  Andrew  (N 
Smdh,  4-1);  ft  Forward  Glen  (16-1);  3, 
WayrjphS  (84  te).  7  ian.  NR:  Juddal 
FleW  *1. 1L  J  Moore  Tote:  £5 10:  £200. 
£7 10  DF:  £62.40.  CSF:  SS0O3.  TrtcasL 
£123X12. 

3.15  (2m  «at)  1.  Lord  UmbfPNtoen.  1-4 
te);  2,  Nitty  Solera  (81):  3.  Salem  Beach 
(18-1).  6  ran.  NR:  CoOstonn  Boy  31,  El  hfas 
M  Revetey  Tde:  Cl -3ft  £1  10.  £1.70  DP 
£1.60.  CSF:  £268. 

PtacapOt  E124Sa  Ouadpot  £83.30. 

Southwell 

Going:  standard 

12.15  (1m)  1.  Cate  Bottom  (J  Cum,  81): 
ft  Indatva  (4-1):  3.  hi  Good  Path  (14-1). 
Three  Arch  Bndge  11 4  te.  1 1  ran.  21, 16L  A 
Newcombe.  Tote-  C5S0;  £210.  £230. 
£3S0.  DF:  £15.00.  Trio:  £6450  CSF: 
£2&6B.  Tricast:  £298 19. 

12AS  (81)  1.  JaffOvre-Two  {A  Cut-ane. 
74  te):  ft  ftem  (81);  3.  Magic  Fie  (9-lj.  9 
ran.  3.  U  RWhtiater  Tote  £220:  Cl  10. 
E2 40.  £1.70  DF-  £13.70.  Trio:  £18  90  CSF: 
£16.78. 

1.15  (6Q  1.  Kate  (A  Ctftane.  13-2):  ft 
Craigle  Boy  (9-2);  3.  Bold  Aristocrat  (7-2 
jt-tavj.  Encore  M  Lady  7-2  jl-fev.  9  ran  1)H, 
nk  D  Oiapman.  Tote:  E5.30;  E2.10,  £1 30. 
£1.70.  DF:  £1620.  Trio:  £23.90  CSP: 
£34  12  Tricasc  £110.51 

1.45 (1m 41)  l.AttMhafJOulnr,  54  tavj.2, 
ftoyal  Legend  (7-2);  3,  Hornpipe  (181)  7 
ran.  IThfik  J  Bante  Tote:  £220:  £1.10, 
£3.20.  DF:  £420.  Cff:  £6  15. 

2.15  (1m  3t)  1.  Raindaer  Ouest  (J  EtramML 

7-1);  ft  Carol  Again  (181);  ft  "  ~ 

(181).Tor*B  7-2te.  13  ran.  121,  te 
Tcte  £730;  £210.  £370,  £330 
£35.50.  Trio:  £20840  CSF:  £10148 
Tricastr  £1.035  88 
245  (71)  1.  Fast 
GMGEtown  Flye) 

Senate  Swings  2-'l  lav.  5  ran.  9, 

Barron.  Tata  £3  70;  £230.  £1.10 
£10  60  CSF: £14®  Noted 

3.15 
tav); 

Hope  (81)'  If  ran  S.  a  J  Banks.  Tota 
£530:  E2 10.  £1 20.  £230.  DF:  £1270  Tncr 
£1030.  CSF:  £1233  Tncast  £45.74 
Ptacepot  £33200.  Ouadpot  £8030. 

Leopardstown 

Going;  yteding 

1225  (2rn  hde)  1.  Fern  FMds  (I  Browne. 
14-1);  2.  Cenia  (3-1  tav):  3.  Lough  Sarvia 
(81).  15  ran.  w.  Grimes,  Lady  Patrice, 
Spnt  Dancer  Sh  hd,  3W.  K  PrendergaM. 
Tdte-  £2120.  £520,  £1®,  ETS0  DF: 
£45.40  CSF:  £8838. 

1235  (3m  hcPej  1,  MBtortteid  [COTJwyer, 
81  tav).  ft  Colon  Leader  (11-1),  3.  Casey 
Jane  B-l).  15  ran  HdL  71  J  Mutton  Tote: 
£3  7ft  £2®.  £7.30.  £2®  DF  £5.00.  CSF: 
£4230.  Tricast  £253  78. 

12S  (an  a  ch)  1.  Merry  Gate  (R 
Dunuoody.  54):  2.  Uaeon  Davts  (4-6  tav): 
3.  Fftysournchannete  (81).  5  ran.  B.  19  J 
Drawer.  Tote:  £230:  £130.  £1  10.  DF 
pp  m  CSF:  to  so. 

230  (2m  a  hdte)  1.  Wabraq  (C  F  Swan, 
30-100  tav):  2.  Palette  (100-30):  3.  Delphi 
Lodge  (33-1).  5  ran  NR:  Lss  De  Paa  5hL 
1L  A  P  CBnen.  Tore-  £130:  C1.T0,  £1®. 
DF:  £1  60  CSF-  £99. 

235  (3m  ch)  1.  New  Co  (C  OOww.  1 1-4 
tav);  2  WMde  rtds  (81);  3.  Tme  For  ARun 
(6-1);  4.  Back  Bar  (20-1).  17  ran  II.  71  M 
Moms  Tote-  £390:  Cl  80.  £2fift  £220. 
£430.  DF:  £2980.  CSF:  £29  10  TricasT 
£13030 

3.10  (2m  hde) 

4-1):  2  Boss  D 
tav).  12  ran  a, 

5220.  £130.  £130  DF 
£1833. 

340  (&n  ItaO  1 .  Shannon  Gta  (MrG  EltoB. 

2.  Strondum  (2-1  tav);  3.  Bore  Bow 

W9C  Roche.  Tote:  £430: 
OR  £6.70  CSF- £8  49  Aflara 
stewads'  ttqury,  resJl  stood 
□  Kampton  Park  and  Wetherby  aban¬ 
doned — teat 

BLN4ERBD  FIRST  TME:  Leopardstown: 
3.15  Mrtrrfarao.  NevrCaaDe:  1.30  Jantona 
PuddieddcK  Wotvertiamptop:  220  Stene- 
cunr  250  Elraas.  320  Otseios,  Young 
Benson  350  Canary  FaJcan 


Jam™. 

Rftky  Tu 
nk.  J  tym 
530.  DF- 


Fast  Spin  (A  Qdhane.  5-2);  ft 
Flyer  pi -2).  3.  Phyfcfa  ^2^ 


OF 


15  (1m)  1.  SUvonemon  y  Quinn.  5-2 
):  ft.Kngetft  Boy  1100-30).  3.  Barret  a 


£1080  CSF- 


MU  ItfcBJ 

94L-  2  Stror 
(7-3.  7  ran  : 
£220,  £1 B0. 


THUNDERER 


12.35  KQcoo  Boy.  1.05  Noble  Thyne.  1.35  Dorans 
Pride.  2.05  What  A  Question.  2.40  Son  CK  War.  3.15 
Rawy.  3.45  Davenport  BoiqueL 


2.05  LEOPARDSTOWN  CHRISTMAS 

HURDLE  (£6.850: 3m)  (5) 


BBCI 


1  8215  INHAT  A  QUESTION  7  (G,S)MF  Hants  8-1 1-?  -  —  Cdteyer 

2  31 F0  DEE  ELL  14  (&S)AL1  Moore  IQ-11-2 _ MrJDMoore(7) 

3  3214  RA7HGIB80N  7  (FAS)  S  J  Tracy  8-11-2 - TPTreacy 

4  112F  RADMPOUR  27  (EjVrPUafltos  4-1813 _ DJ  Casey 

5  3312  ANTAP0URA  28  (S)  A  P  0’Bncn  4-186. ... - CFSvran 

54  Mm  a  (testm,  74  Adapoia.  81  Raitarpou.  7-1  fWhtpbbnn.  81  Dae  ED. 


GOING:  YIELDING 


SIS 


12.35  WILLIAM  NEVILLE  AND  SONS  MAIDEN 
HURDLE  (£4,110: 2m  4f)  (14  runners) 

1  3262  ETON  BALE  23  (G)  T  Foley  7-17-0 ..  .  TPTreacy 

2  5150  GLENREB BOY 35(G) CP Doeoghue 7-12-0. ...  DT Evans 

-  3  0331  JOOE51 23 (G)«PMdtaB 812-0 -  DJDasay 

4  Ml  NLC00 BOY 322 (S) A P O'Brien 812-0  -  ._.  CFStai 

5  03-0  TEUPLEW000  EWSS 14  (F)  VBonon  7-12-0  B  Boweos  (3J 

6  2431  STORM  GEM  14  (Ffl  PA  Fatty  5-11-9.  .  ..  TJIBtehefl 

7  4032  TURRAMURRAG0IL31  (6)  H  Claahl  7-11-9.  LJRene«(7) 

8  8  BO  (7SPEHI 413  T  J  Tufa  811-8 _ _  COOeryer 

9  0000  HEAD  GHAPLAM  27  JRFoakr  811-6 _ A  Fowl 

10  -030  ICAVY  HUSTLHt  27  A  L  T  Moue  811-6 . F  Woods 

11  F  ELE  OF  IONA  21  WU  Rope  811-6  . . TP  Rudd 

12  05  RB0C5PRDE 38 MBUltr 5-11-6 _  MrCAMupfiy|7l 

13  00  PRWCE WOT AMESS69UsDJCBienap 811-6  LPCliack 

14  080  PlilTERS  DREAM  23  P  (toy  811-8 _  JP  Broderick 

4-5  Etae  Gale.  4-1  IQaa  Boy.  81  Jodea.  81  Storm  Gem.  181  Giant  ad  Bay. 
Tutranen  Get.  12-1  Tenptorocd  Eqnss  181  tto»B. 


1.05  0DWYERS  STILLORGAN  SI 
ORCHARD  NOVICE  HURDLE  (£4,110: 2m  61)  (5) 


BBCI 


1  Dili  TARTH00IH  28  (S3)  A  LTMon  812-0 .  ...  FWootk 

2  3011  ASK  THE  BUTLER  14  (G)  Cflocbe  811-11 _ CO'Dwyer 

3  3601  BUGSY  14 (G)KFandly 7-11-0 - - TJMttM 

4  2113  NOBLE  THYME  Z7(ftS)PM4faB  811 -8 _ TPTroacy 

5  6106  JANE  DCBY37  (S)  A  POBnaa  4-1M  ....  CFSerai 
4-6  Itoble  Thyr*.  94  lartiooft.  82  tea  Dtgbr.  7-1  As*  the  Bute.  S-1  Buggy 


1.35  WILLIAM  NEVILLE  AND  SONS 
NOVICE-CHASE  (£6.850;  3m)  (4) 

1  -111  DORANS PRDf 27 (G£)MHauiga!  7-1 1-13 

2  1440  LEG8W0  7  (ftSITFohy  9-11-7 - 

3  0P4F  CAVALLO  285  MnSBanaS  8114 . 

4  MSP  &ARABAGH  14  (S)  J  H  Scab  7-114 _ 

14  Doom  Pride,  7-2  le  6am.  12-1  GMteft  5-1  Caefla. 


BBCI 


.  JPBnxtonti 
..  TPTnacy 
MTJCuBoi(7) 
PMcWBtoens 


2.40  HHCSS0N  CHASE 

(£32,500: 3m)  (8) 


BBCI 


1  11-6  BALLYHK  LAD  2B(E.ftS]  A  POUnm  7-12-0.- . - 

2  223U  BB.VEDER1AN  14 (ftS) M F Mono 812-0 - - CODwyw 

3  22-5  Otars lemiRE 35 (6.S) A P Often 812-0. .  .  CFStton 

4  5131  XHWYSETASOE 28 (OS) Nhtozk 7-12-0  ..  RDarMMdy 

5  0068  KTCtf  THEGALE535{&S}ALIMoam9-12-0  FHItaafa 

6  GP21  SON  OF  WAR  21  l&SJPMcCtEery  812-0- . U  Smyth 

7  4UG0  MACALUSTHT2 (ftS) VBobbb 811-11 - B Beaus 

8  3431  0PEHAHAT3S (ftS) JRHFeetB 811-9 _ APteel 

94  San  (A  W».  7-2  Jdeny  Sdastoe.  4-1  Open  H*.  81  te*  Vtoaus,  81 
Bdradaroo  81  BrfyMre  lad.  fang  01  the  Gales  181  Macaiiskr. 


3.1  5  RTE  FOR  SPORT  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£6.850: 2tn)  (11) 

1  1U44  MANHATTAN  CASTLE  247  (ftS)  All  Made  7-12-0  f  VKuk 

2  FOSS  PUNTMG  PETE  13(G)  WPMdtes 811-11 - TPTieeey 

3  4010  REAS8.V1A  14  (G£)  E  J  CBrady  811-6 - RDmwody 

4  4544  ARCTIC  WEATHER  13  (ftS)  U  J  P  O'Bnoi  7-11-5-  TP  Rudd 

5  0353  ICTASTASIO  21  (B^)D  GUeAnle  4-114— .  H  Rugate 

6  1002  RAWY 28 (6) C Roche 4-11-5 _ _ _ COttwyor 

7  0461  CURXH  FOG  16  (G)JSBdgar  811-3 - CFSwan 

B  1«0  0WBNMF  27  (G)  A  L  T  Mam  81811 _ PCart»ny 

9  4314  FONTAW  LODGE  14  A  IMtofc  5-1810-  AtTSbaa  (7) 

10  6214  KAWA-KAWA  35  £GJ  f  Detaney  81IF6 .  GCoaerp) 

11  2536  LEGAL  AND  TBflBT  35  F  Beny  587 _ RP  Hogan  (7) 

81  tey.  9-2  Artec  Utoatts.  81  Usctsu  81  C&tdon  Fog.  Mmhd&n  Cater. 
81  fare-kata  181  Pirtmg  Me.  12-1  otter. 


3.45  PB  BUMP®  INH  FLAT  RACE 

(£8^20: 2m  4f)  (8) 


1  2851  AS  ROYAL  35(G)  Is  Fote  5-124) - UrPEngSshp) 

2  1  OAVWOHTBANQijET  27(G)  WPMte«  812-0  Mr  J  A  Nadi 

3  P?1  0PHMSMREBNS  38  (GJJJMdmbSn  812-0  Mr  P  Fenton 

4  41  CALM  SIFRS1E  244  tG)  P  lUfas  811-9  IfaACCoyfcP) 

5  401  GREY  MARE  B1  (5)  5  F*ey  7-11-9 —  lfaPFalw(7} 

G  BBXS  BRflJGE  A  P  O'Brian  811-7 - 1.  H  B  M  Case  (3) 

7  8  DUSKY  LAMP  486  H  Deary  8-11-7 - MrHFCfcarr 

8  CHOCOLATE  GHL  J  U OToanor  811-2.  .  .  1*6  HM  (7) 


84  Dawapod  Banqod.  3-1  Brts  fatogc.  81  The  Grey  Ifare,  As  Roy*.  7-1  dtas. 


THUNDERER 

1.00  Beggars  Banquet  1.30  Nooran.  2.00  Easby 
Joker.  2.30  Purevalue.  3.00  Sparky  Gayle.  3.30 
Quango. 

Private  Hand  capper's  top  ra&ig:  1 .00  SEA  VICTOR. 


GOING:  G000  TO  SOFT  (8.0QAW1  INSPECTION)  SIS 


1.00  NEWCASTLE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,610: 2m  41)  (19  runners) 

1  -311  BEGGARS  BANQUET  25  (OXF.S)  P  Beeuaonl  811-12 

BGrtoon(7)  B6 

2  1  SEA  VICTOR  14  (F)JL  Huns  4-11-5 .  DGateQferg) 

3  281  SUTHBtLANDUOSS  IB  (G.S)  T  Tfae  811-5  .  J  Cafeghac  70 

4  08V  BKTTBIYRRED 1124  N  Uugb  7-1812  .  _  S  Hawerth  (7)  - 

5  FP-  CHOPWai  DRAPES  247  J  Hand  Jotasan  81812  A  DdUl  - 

6  60-4  DON'T  TELL  TEN  9J  fade  81812-  .  .A  Thuntan  62 

7  V  DHOMORE DREAM B43P(Q Us JBnaei 7-1812  I* SSmn  - 

8  FAYETTE  COUNTY  JJffnH  81812 - PCtoteiy  - 

9  88  KfaSSMGH  587  Wtefai  81812 _ S  IfcOnegte  - 

ID  072  MALTA  MAN  28  POeestaagh  81812 _ ASSUb  78 

11  «0  C81KWSR1SX 28 ECatoe 81812 - Tnta Qntosee (7)  - 

12  084  PAFPft  QiARLE  25  C  Paris  81812 . . S  Storey  BO 

13  P0(V  BWCEBALIASAR 651  NByoB 7-1812 - Bleep)  - 

14  IW  PRKCE  OF  SAMS  2S 11  HweanJ  81812 - H  Gantty  52 

15  0  RASWSIAMMflOS  14R Coggs 81817 _ KSntt  - 

IE  85  REVOLT  14 T Estate 4-1812 . Pfatai  - 

17  185  SOUTHERN  CROSS  S  (S)  M  W  bsfcrby  4-1812 

UARCgreto  - 

18  4  YEWCnon  BOY  IB II Bun 81812 . STaytorg)  57 

19  42-2  CHEMIYOS  25  P  Baunart  8187 -  __  RSmpto  - 

9-4  Beggan  BMexL  7-2  Sea  Victor.  81  SbScrtand  Unss.  81  ttafa  Man.  Cheny 
Dee,  Faye*  Catty.  181  Sodbera  Cross.  14-1  Drcmre  tarn.  281  atan. 


t  .30  GRAINGER  TOWN  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.113:  2m)  (16) 

1  138  EUROLB*  TIC  RLBS.  21 5  p/)  S  Cart  4-12-01*85  R  OaA  (7)  88 

2  0»  GOttG PUBUC 801  fCD^.G)  P Ctaestrae^ 811-9  ASSrrttt  - 

3  2-00  SBiAPU00LB]Uxi8(VPAAaeeB511-7^.  TUy  95 

4  4P3-  CHU.YW03Cff«H8ycidl7-1I-5 - HAfiDpstod  - 

5  4232  FAITHFUL  HAM)  15  HsS  Stefa  811-3 - - —  RGaes  93 

6  864  NI0CENTK0RK  22  (FAttssLSllkfag  7-11-2.  AThoroton  90 

7  800  6FVWJMAHZBS)D  Urt&B  811-2 - DJ  Mattel  93 

8  QW>  GALLARDH29 06) BRaladl 7-11-0 - JStcpto  93 

9  4541  1HBMUM llronPMotofa 7-11-0 (Ted - ADUtto  97 

ID  31/5  SQXMWSMBA25(F)IBsMRe>toey7-18l2CMeC>niuck{7)  89 

11  5P31  C0UTT JOKBtlS R  HAtomdB 4-1811 _  BSttey  96 

12  0504  8ESALA  B  J  J  (THeil  81811 . . . P  Hren  9B 

13  2-06  MARSHS  LAW  50  fiffiJS)  G  81810—  HrC  IMrt  @ 

14  Pm  N00RAN45 AHtlbBS8llM) - - STajtarP)  91 

15  5642  AEEtBIOBIE  12 (SlRJotoGBe  7-100 - KJatmn  BB 

16  834  UOTW  15 C Pater 8180 - - DFtota  82 

81  F«to*e  rend.  7-1  Titemun.  81  Coul  Jatai.  (M  Mnd.  Slittkte  Saidu. 
181  to«n  PuUectacfc.  EunAik  The  ReM.  Aide  Manure.  12-1  ohn 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAHRS:  M  Ctonacbo.  5  nans  boro  9  nnrac.  556%,  S 
KatttaeH.  3  bam  10. 30D%.  Itts  M  Rewky.  32  hfli  140. 113%.  M 
W  Eastnby.  10  Im  47, 2l^k  P  Oseshwgh,  13  bon  71.  IB  3% 
JOCKEYS:  P  Krai.  36  nrer.  bnu  134  rate.  269%.  P  Carbary.  3 
bom  13. 23.1%;  N  Bettes.  1  bun  43. 163%.  0  Sarrisy.  9  feoro  56, 
161%.  1  Reed,  13  hen  tt.  15 1%  A  DaUta.  14  ban  iDr.  13.9% 


2.00  GOSFORTH  PARK  HANDICAP  CHASE 
(£4.488:  2m  41)  (8) 

1  811  EASSY  JOKER  28  (CtXF&S)  S  Ketdamfl  812-0  —  P  Kvan  97 

2  832  laeUCKIDO  25  (ftSJJOhHr  8I1-4- . B  Storey  94 

3  +34  50LBA 10  (DJftSJC Pate  7-189 - DPertar  93 

4  U22-  P0PESHALL  245  (CD/.G.5)  ten  S  Wafamsan  8189 

A  Todd  (7)  SB 

5  2-23  AUADEER 28 (SJLBF^Q M W Eaderiy 7-10-9  HAfiOgetaM  98 

6  -340  RUSTIC  AD  28  (D,G,£3  J  R&geted  8183 _ PCabeny  97 

7  -202  DEB1  DEC&ON  28  (BbfJS)  P  Ocestongh  1810-0 

A5Sntei  fi 

8  3200  SUPP0SH 31  (ftF.GLS) Un S Sittb 810-0 - RGaest  94 

7-4  Easby  Jote.  +1  Rosbc  As.  81  AUadeer.  Dm  txaXB.  81  rnfarddoa. 
181  Sdta  IM  adn 


2.30  BRANDLING  HOUSE  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3,501: 2m  40  (13) 


1  1114  10M  BROOK  14  (C3FJ.G3)  J  Hoeod  Jrimsn  812-0 

P  Cabary  85 

2  IPS  UCLE DOUG » (OftS) Mrs MReteiey 812J.  _  PNtea  - 

3  380-  STAR  RAGE 238  ICF.G)  J L  Haris 811-13 _ DGan«ttet  SB 

4  118  SANTA  COMCeTTD  302  (SH  Lungo  7-11-11  —  R  Sen*!  90 

5  846  PALACEGATE KNG 36 (CJ5) A Whfltatc 7-11-7  STmta(5)  ® 

6  3132  DALLY  BOY  7  (ftFATEesnby +11-0 _ -  ASSnA  ffi 

7  QF-1  IM0 12  (CD^ftsTp  Unntati  8181?  (5e>).  .ADotfaett 
B  31-3  PUTEWAU1E 12  (0 JF.09  M  W  Eateby  81811 

UAFtettd  90 

9  1211  E1A  MATA  21  (ftF.Gf)  Mra  A  State*  +1811  Jttgffa  94 

10  -Aff  THURSDAY MdT 8 (0^) J Ftegeoid 8189  -AThonten  94 

11  -442  RAUTSA 24  (GJMHSmmoad  4-186 _ _  R  Gladly  95 

12  860  GLBtUGE  12  (F.SI  G  Moore  810-3 _ -  N  Boday  tt 

13  5315  EXEMPLAR  12  ID.FJ1)  Mn  S  Sofa  810-0 ....  —RBueto  92 


+1  Saaa  Croon.  81  In.  81  Eta  Mte.  7-1  Tam  foda,  Daly  Boy.  81 
Puente.  181  Ratosj.  12-1  ottm 


3.00  NOflTHUMBBILAND  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3^83: 2m  110yd)  (&) 

1  +11  SPARKY  GAYLE  28  (CJ)JF,GJS)  C  Fate  812-0  -  B  Storey  S) 

2  3F5R  M0NAUGKTY  MANE  Cana  181 1-6...  Tnsttt  Owttson  (7)  63 

3  PRPP  GARDWAL SWffH  0  (BjJ  Wide 7-11-2 _ AThnesn  - 

4  4F43  FBflMCICSPWHWH  10  (FltesSSroffli  811-2  R  Guest  79 

5  Rl-2  K11BALLY  BOY  36  (G)  J  Horord  Johnson  811-2  P  (tatbeny  - 

6  IPO !  MSIER NOVA  1022  (G.S)  M Cental  7-11-2  -  ..  PNnm  - 

7  -06U  NUWAY31  (SlUBnas 811-2 .  STadar(S)  69 

3  340  5HWG  SAND  12  PUadadi  811-2 _ ADnbbto  61 

2-5  Speity  Gayle.  81  Klttany  Boy.  7-1  Utter  Nao.  12-1  FbmkI's  Bneter.  181 
Stogtog  Send.  281  Hrpoy.  58i  oBkt. 


3.30  OLD  YEAR  NOVICES  HURDLE  (£2,516:  2m)  (16) 

1  IS  ADVANCE  EAST  14  (Dfl)  M  Dads  +11-5 - R  Supple  82 

2  1  MISTER  ROSS  26  (D.G)  J  Hmed  Jahreai  811-5  M  A  Rzgnld  77 

3  2535  SAMAM  7  0J)lfasl  Sefc&O  4-11-5 _ A  Unman  88 

4  4  BOlltt FRANC 46 TEsfabr  4-1812  -  - . AOoteto  76 

5  DESERT  LORE  2S7F  fl  UcNelfat  81812 -  ■  MMdaney  - 

6  -523  FASSAN  B  fflfi  M  Kamced  4-181?  —  - R&aitoy  B 

7  058  BtEATGAttE  253  0  UoW5 18 T? _ DJHofaB  - 

8  -BF  JAIffl0W10lto4ltotftoB8l812_ . -Mteter  - 

9  MAFRW 72f G Hocre 4-1812 _ JCafattn  - 

10  HADOn  BEE  Yf  feed +1812 - - - THflerl  -- 

11  60  leULD 28  PCtaestnagh 81812 _ ASSntei  80 

12  aUAM50 91F J Rugeoid  +1817 .  - - Ptatmy  - 

13  6  TBI  PAST  SX14 1*  was  4.1812  .  -  p  Wren 

H  0-P  IRMA'S  HOPE  28  £  Cm  7-10- <2 _ Tittad  Oaridson  (7) 

IS  0  IN POCOLOBK Me J&ih 4-1812 _ Fbfaohanft 


16  5-00  C00UET  GOLD  35  F  HfaBn  8187 . 


B  Stony  - 


11-4  Oungo.  7-2  Adore  ba.  81  Ifcta  Res.  7-1  Sain  Fata  81  Faun. 
1+)  Mtoui  Ten  Pay  Sri.  181  ober; 
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SJMON  BRUTY  /  ALLSPOBT 


RUGBY  UNION 


Saracens 


top  their 
bill  with 


Pienaar 


By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


ALL  good  things  come  in 
threes,  so  perhaps  it  was  only 
to  be  expected  that  Saracens 
were  holding  something  back 
when  they  appeared  to  rest 
content  after  signing  the 
world's  leading  paints  scorer 
and  the  world's  most-capped 
player.  Today,  though.  Mich¬ 
ael  Lynagh,  of  Australia,  and 
Philippe  Sella,  from  France, 
will  be  joined  at  Enfield  by  the 
man  who  last  year  held  the 
World  Cup  aloft  on  behalf  of 
South  Africa  —  Francois 
Pienaar. 

This  is  not  to  imply  that 
such  signings  as  Kyran  Brack¬ 
en,  Paddy  Johns  or  Tony  Daly 


Liam  Botham  could  make 
his  first  appearance  in  the 
Courage  Clubs  Champion¬ 
ship  first  division  for  West 
Hartlepool  at  London  Irish 
today.  Botham,  who  recent¬ 
ly  signed  a  three-year  con¬ 
tract.  is  a  possible 
replacement  for  Mark  Ring, 
who  is  recovering  from  a 
dislocated  shoulder. 


are  insignificant  but  not  one 
of  those  international  players 
would  daim  to  have  made  the 
impact  on  the  global  game  of 
Lynagh.  Sella  or  Pienaar,  who 
today  makes  his  first  appear¬ 
ance  for  Saracens  against 
Orrell,  the  lowliest  dub  in  the 
first  division  of  the  Courage 
Clubs  Championship. 

According  to  Mark  Evans, 
the  Saracens  coach,  his  dub 
now  has  “the  best  back  row  in 
the  country".  Evans,  of  course, 
has  been  in  die  game  too  long 
not  to  know  that  exceptional 
units  take  time  to  mature 
together  and  that  Pienaar  — 
for  all  his  international  experi¬ 
ence  —  will  have  to  pick  up 
different  lines  of  running  be¬ 
fore  he,  Tony  Diprose  and 
Richard  Hill  begin  at  work 
effectively. 


Yet.  with  Pienaar  alongside 
and  Lynagh  behind,  this  could 
prove  the  final  layer  of  dass 
that  will  project  Bracken  back 
into  the  England  side  at  scrum 
half  and  bring  both  Diprose 
and  Hill  into  the  final  analy¬ 
sis.  England's  back  row  is 
hardly  settled,  a  genuine  open- 
side  flanker  is  badly  required, 
and  Hill  could  fit  that  bill; 
similarly.  Diprose  was  a  suc¬ 
cessful  captain  and  No  8  for 
England  A  last  season  and, 
though  Chris  Sheas  by  has 
leapfrogged  him.  he  remains  a 
contender. 

It  should  be  the  making  of 
Diprose  as  a  captain:  if  he  can 
handle  a  dub  side  that  in¬ 
cludes  two  World  Cup  cap¬ 
tains  in  Lynagh  and  Pienaar, 
the  future  can  surely  hold  no 
terrors.  Moreover,  Pienaar,  an 
intelligent,  articulate  man, 
will  realise  how  delicately  he 
must  tread  both  in  building  a 
relationship  with  his  new  col¬ 
leagues  and  finding  his  way 
into  the  British  dub  game, 
which  will  be  unlike  anything 
he  has  experienced  before  with 
Transvaal  or  South  Africa. 

“It’s  an  adventure  for  me," 
Pienaar  said,  which  is  as 
much  the  key  to  his  coming  to 
north  London  as  anything 
else.  It  may  be  the  final 
sporting  adventure  before  he 
settles  into  the  business  life  of 
middle  age  that  could  well 
indude  a  political  career. 
Pienaar  will  be  30  on  Thurs¬ 
day  and,  although  he  insists 
no  doors  are  dosed  between 
him  and  the  national  team 
that  he  represented  with  such 
distinction,  the  prospect  of 
him  adding  to  his  29  caps 
seems  distant,  particularly 
since  Andre  Markgraaff.  the 
South  Africa  manager-coach, 
is  on  record  as  saying  that 
Pienaar  does  not  figure  in  his 
long-term  plans. 

Pienaar  appredates  the  de¬ 
gree  to  which  he  is  seen  as  a 
role  model  and  his  ambition  is 


London  pride 
to  end  old  year 
in  full  bloom 


By  David  Hands 


Pienaar,  who  won  the  World  Cup  with  South  Africa,  adds  his  wealth  of  experience  to  an  all-star  cast  at  Enfield 


to  represent  South  Africa  well 
while  he  is  in  London  for  the 
next  Zh  years.  Yet  there  has 
also  been  a  conscious  sever¬ 
ance  with  what  has  gone 
before.  “You  start  afresh,  start 
something  from  scratch." 
Pienaar  said.  "I'm  coming 
only  as  a  player,  to  learn  from 
the  greats  of  Australia  and 
France,  but  also  from  the  guys 
who  have  represented  Eng¬ 
land  and  Ireland. 

“There  are  new  heights  for 


me.  still  things  to  achieve.” 
What,  even  for  one  who  has 
played  in  a  winning  World  * 
Cup  team?  “It  depends  on 
your  vision.  1  can  put  back 
something  into  the  sport 
which  has  made  me  a  hero  in 
South  Africa  and.  when  I  go 
back  home.  Ill  put  my  experi¬ 
ence  of  England  to  great  use." 

There  is  the  sense,  too.  that 
Pienaar  needs  to  re-establish 
his  rugby  credentials.  They 
were  called  into  question  by 


the  manner  of  his  departure 
from  the  international  game, 
the  abrupt  discovery  last  Octo¬ 
ber  that  there  was  no  place  for 
him  in  South  Africa's  touring 
side,  as  captain  or  player.  “My 
appetite  for  rugby  has  grown 
since  the  captaincy  issue 
arose,"  he  said.  "Everyone 
gets  dropped  somewhere 
down  the  line  and  it’s  how  you . 
handle  it  that  makes  die 
difference." 

Pienaar's  response  has  been 


to  accept  one  of  several  offers 
to  play  in  the  northern  hemi¬ 
sphere.  to  prove  himself  in  a 
new  rugby  culture  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  one  that  will  prove 
less  draining,  simply  because 
rugby  does  not  command  as 
much  attention  here  as  in  his 
native  country.  Pienaar,  once 
the  idol  of  South  Africa,  can  be 
a  private  individual  Mice  more 
and  Saracens,  the  focal  point 
of  his  sporting  life  now,  may 
be  the  beneficiaries. 


AFTER  the  mishmash  of  fix¬ 
tures  which  have  taken  place 
over  the  past  two  months,  the 
England  team  management 
can  now  contemplate  five  sus¬ 
tained  weekends  of  domestic 
competition.  Given  the  mixed 
international  results  before 
Christmas,  it  could  be  argued 
that  they  desperately  need  to 
reconsider  their  options. 

There  are  significant  en¬ 
counters  at  tbe  top  and  bottom 
of  the  first  division  of  the 
Courage  Clubs  Championship 
this  weekend  and  most  of 
them  are  in  London..  Harle¬ 
quins,  aglow  with  yet  another 
new  signing,  await  the  arrival 
of  Leicester,  the  leaders,  at  the 
Stoop  Memorial  Ground,  ea¬ 
ger  to  extract  revenge  for  the 
quarter-final  defeat  in  the 
Heineken  Cup  last  month. 

Down  the  road  at  S unbury, 
two  of  the  division’s  strag¬ 
glers,  London  Irish  and  West 
Hartlepool,  dash;  each  club 
has  only  one  league  success 
this  season  —  like  Orrell,  who 
take,  their  slim  record  to 
Saracens  —  and  need  to  inject 
some  life  into  the  campaign  if 
they  are  to  avoid  relegation  in 
a  season  in  which,  unless  the 
rules  are  changed  yet  again, 
four  dubs  will  go  down. 

When  the  league  grinds  to  a 
halt  in  April,  could  it  be  Wasps 
who  will  claim  the  honours? 
Leicester  lead  now  but  Wasps, 
on  the  same  number  of  points, 
have  a  game  in  hand  and,  if 
thw  beat  Northampton  at 
Loftus  Road  today,  they  will 
face  the  new  year  with  equa¬ 
nimity.  Gareth  Rees,  the  Can¬ 
ada  international,  is  restored 
at  foil  back  and  Wasps  contin¬ 
ue  to  drop  large  hints  to 
England  by  playing  Lawrence 
Dallaglio.  their  captain,  at 
blind-side  flanker. 

Northampton  indude  two 
New  Zealanders  in  their  pack: 
Jason  Chandler,  from  Auck¬ 
land,  continues  at  lock  but  is 
joined  today  by  Gavin  Walsh, 
a  tight-head  prop  who  has 
played  for  Auckland  and 
North  Harbour.  At  30,  Walsh 
is  no  spring  chicken  but  he  is 
preferred  to  the  newly-capped 
;  Scot,  Man  Stewart,  who  may 
be  joined  on  the  sidelines  by 
his  national  captain,  Gregor 
Townsend,  who  is  carrying 


a  variety  of  bumps  and 

bruises.  .  . 

Only  Jim  Staples  is  absent 
from  Harlequins'  usual  line¬ 
up,  his  place  at  full  back  going 

.  to  -Steve  Pilgrim,  but 
Leicester's  plans  have  been 
upset  by  shoulder  injuries  to 
Stuart  Potter. and  Rob  Liley. 
Leon  Lloyd  switches  to  Potters 
place  in  the  centre,  leaving 
room  on  the  wing  for  Rory 
Underwood,  and  Niall  Ma¬ 
lone  comes  in  at  stand-off. 
"We’re  top."  Bob  Dwyer. 
Leicester's  director  of  rugby, 
said,  "but  we  have  lost  two 
matches  and  Wasps  only  one 
—  it  just  doesn’t  mean  any- 
tiring  at  the  moment." 

Tomorrow,  Philip  de  Glan- 
ville  takes  his  Bath  side  to 
Sale,  who  have  restored  David 
Rees  to  the  wing  after  his 
startling  tiy  in  the  pilkington 
Cup  against  Richmond.  Bris¬ 
tol  also  hope  that  Sunday 
rugby  will  restore  morale. 
Since  their  visitors  are 
Gloucester,  though,  that  will 
be  easier  said  than  done. 
Gloucester  restore  Nathan 
Carter  to  their  back  row. 

Leicester  minds  may  be 
straying  to  their  Heineken 
Cup  semi-final  with  Toulouse 
in  a  week’s  time,  but  no  more 
so  than  Cardiff,  who  travel  to 
Brive  in  the  same  competition. 
Desperate  to  ensure  that  frost 
does  not  prevent  today's 
Welsh  League  fixture  with 
Pontypridd  taking  place.  Car¬ 
diff  nave  asked  permission  of 
the  Welsh  Rugby  Union  to  use 
the  international  ground  next 
door,  if  necessary,  and  the 
undersoil  heating  has  been 
switched  on. 

Confirmation  that  the  game 
can  go  ahead  will  be  greeted 
with  relief  by  Gwyn  Jones,  the 
flanker,  whose  last  game  was 
for  Wales  against  Australia  in 
June. 

Since  then  Jones  has  moved 
from  Llanelli  and  recovered 
from  a  shoulder  injury.  He 
would  have  made  his  debut 
for  Cardiff  against  Swansea 
last  week  but  for  the  strike  by 
Welsh  referees.  Now  he  has  a 
belated  chance  not  only  to  play 
in  Europe  but  to  challenge  for 
tiie  place  in  the  national  side 
that  he  occupied  throughout 
last  season. 


SKIING:  AUSTRIANS  SET  PACE  AS  MEN’S  WORLD  CUP  CIRCUIT  MOVES  TO  ITALY 


Franz  leads  way  from  team-mate  Strobl 


THE  SUNDAY  Hi 


YOU  CAN 
COME  OUT  NOW, 
MR  MAJOR... 

1996  is  almost  over 


WERNER  FRANZ  led  Fritz  Strobl,  his 
Austrian  team-mate,  in  the  first  training 
run  for  the  World  Cup  downhill  race  in 
Bonrrio  tomorrow.  Franz.  24.  completed 
the  Stelvio  course  in  2mm  00.9  Isec, 
beating  Strobl  by  O.S9sec 
Peter  Runggaldier,  of  Italy,  had  the 
third-fastest  time  of  the  day.  ahead  ofAde 
SkaardaL  of  Norway,  down  the  steep  and 
icy  course  that  hosted  the  1985  world 
championships  and  the  world  cup  finals 
in  1995. 


Luc  Alphand.  of  France,  and  Kristian 
Ghedina,  of  Italy,  the  winners  of  the  two 
downhills  in  VaJ  Gardena  last  week, 
came  fifth  and  sixth  respectively. 

Nicolas  Burtin,  of  France,  was  taken  to 
hospital  with  a  suspected  fracture  of  the 
shin-bone  and  tom  ligaments  in  his  right 
knee  after  crashing  heavily. 

Claudia  Riegler’s  new  slalom  tech¬ 
nique,  which  has  enabled  her  to  outclass 
her  rivals  this  season,  could  bring  her 
another  brace  of  victories  in  the  women’s 


World  Cup  this  weekend.  Austrian-bom 
Riegler,  who  chose  to  race  for  New 
Zealand,  her  mother’s  country,  after  a 
disagreement  with  her  native  federation, 
has  won  both  slaloms  so  far  this  season. 

Riegler,  20.  finished  first  in  Park  City 
and  Crans  Montana,  edging  out  Permlla 
Wiberg,  of  Sweden,  on  both  occasions. 
Wiberg,  whose  rights  are  set  on  captur¬ 
ing  the  overall  World  Cup  title  for  the 
first  time;  is  only  32  points  behind  Katja 
Seizinger,  the  Leader  and  champion. 


ATHLETICS 


ROAD  RUNMNG  WtthwniSnv- Mon:  I.  0 
Gibbons  (Sttxflqwn  Hamer?)  24mm  BDsec: 
2.  M  Gibbs  lOwbnsftanfl  25  14. 3.  S  Fulgara 
(Aberrtleryj  35  IS  Vawm  P  Johnson 
(ThunoOvj  26  41.  Over -50:  B  Diss  (Thur- 
iDdO  2914  Women:  1.  J  Ntmoombe 
iShatettouiy  Bareli  29  12:  2.  J  Hrfearap 
i&srnp  s  SrarnorcJ)  30  44;  3.  L  Brandi 
(ChetTtstbfd)  3331  Veteran:  T  Minton 
iCMehrstartl)  34  S3.  Owsr  4&  E  Knott  (Har¬ 
wich  Runners)  25150  Chester  Round-the- 


Wats  14  5m)  Men:  1 .  M  PwjcSom  (Cty  at 
Siohoi  2105  2.  J  Jackson  [AWarehe*. 
Fan  ham  and  Donct)  2109:  3  A  Woods 
(Liverpool  Pembroke  Setton,  holder)  21  27 
Veteran;  D  Jackson  iTe4*ord)  2249  Over- 
45:  J  Refer  i  Chaster  arid  Blesmere  Port! 
23  15.  Over -50:  I  Janas  (Deeadaj  25  49 
Ow-65:  P  Homan  (Wtotwni  2625. 
Over -fift  R  FHcber  i  Chaster  and  Etesmefe 
Pot)  2744  Woman:  1  L  Madrfcscn 
(TraHord)  24-36.  2.  J  Taytor  (UverpcoQ 
2506  3.  L  Kehoo  iTrafionfl  2521  Veteran 
over-40:  V  Mus/mue  (Wrmham)  29  05 
Over- 50.  L  Qwue  (TattenhaH)  4026 
Taunton:  Stake  Stampede  itOfcmt.  Men 

1,  P  Lew*.  lYeovt)  Tanrtj  33  10;  2.  P  R*gtcr 
(BdetonJ) 34.38  3.UlxMs(TndTroggcRU 
34:46.  Woman;  l.HGramhawfftarsoer} 
30-10:  2.  P  While  (South  Woat  Road 
Runnertsi  40:  to:  3,  D  Soever  Jones 
fTvaior)  -J2U0  Ctevedon:  (4mj  Man:  t.  f 
Gteswe  (BrcHetd)  19.23  iceuiso  record): 

2.  J  Emcrv  IWeatburyl  19:37:  3.  N  Adarra 
(Bristol)  19  44  Veteran:  M  Coram  (Cay  of 
Ba.+il  2130  Over -50  W  ADunson 

3.  ovw-flft  h  aavwi 
jut rJ3  record)  Woman:  1. 
ity  of  BaW  21 51:  Z.  P 
23-15:  3.  G  A**re 


Mart  1.  D  Jana  (Tat  Runrang  and  Onen- 
wermg  Teams)  3920;  2.  R  Beowrick  (Pre¬ 
ss*')  3337.  a.  D  Ranted  (Tredegar)  4032. 
Team:  Tat.  Over -50:  E  Sherwood  iCtaddau) 
4627.  Women:  1.  S  BeJhenck  (Preset) 
42:11.2.  PCraqfStAfljansStndere)  46-14; 
3.  □  PWDps  (Ctaddaul  46-53  Women: 
Cardigan.  Veteran:  L  Dyde  (Oeddau) 
104*.  Gfymvwtfi  [5ml:  Merc  1.  N 
ComtataJd  (Carchft)  24.15.  2.  A  Eynon 
(Bn fish  Airways!  34  30.  3.  D  waJmstey 
(Bounon  Road  fiumerej  2455  Veteran:  M 
(Barnyard)  27.15  Over-50:  R  Bowen 
(Naami  2830.  Over-56:  J  Conns  (Swan¬ 
sea)  31:47  Over-SCb  G  Witherspoon  3356 
Women:  i.  M  Proiopapa  (Greece)  28-11 
(course  record).  2.  N  Knapp  (AtwrMtay) 
33-11;  3.  R  teagto  lAbeftflery)  3240 
Team:  AOerCSery  Whftjey  Bey:  Wodtewn 
Christman  IVJcSnq:  (34m):  Men:  1.  L 
Afcnson  (Morpeth)  17-17;  2  A  Jentons 
(Morpeih/  1736  3.  W  Gfiroy  (Morpeth) 
1727.  Women:  1,  J  Ferguson  (BLaydon) 
SO 25.  2  J  Hogg  (Oarafrom)  20 3&  3.  C 
Daws  (Team  Scteffl  2049 


Jackaen  62;  M  J  G  Davrs  6-80);  Northern 
Transvaal  117  and  46-3. 


FOOTBALL 


CYCLING 


Thursday's  fate  rosuK 

BELL'S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE  Premier 

division:  Aberdeen  1  Celtic  2. 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (fUL):  Buffalo  5 
Hartford  1 ;  Detroit  5  Washington  4  (OT);  NY 
Wanders  4  New  Jersey  i;  onorra  5  NY 
Ranger*  Z  Pittsburgh  3  Montreal  3  (Cm, 
Tampa Bay3  Roricfa  3  (OT):  Chicago  4  Si 
Lous  4  jpT);  Los  Angeles  5  Phomte  2;  Sat 

SUPERLEAGUE  Basingstoke  1  Notting¬ 
ham  4;  Sheffield  2  Card#  3 
WCWJJ  JUNIOR  CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Geneva:  Group  A:  Unted  States  4 
Swtoimd  0.  Group  B:  Russia  4  Slovakia 
3  Marges:  Group  A:  Czech  Repubtc  8 
Germany  Z  RnSand  7  Poland  0. 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA):  Toronto 


Golden  Slate  1 13  Oates  106.  Houston  101 
MJwrauteo  BO:  Phtedoterta  118  Denver  89: 
Utah  99  Portland  94;  Sseflkt  94  Sen  Artarto 
8S.  Sacramento  111  Vancouver  88. 


REAL  TENNIS 


SEACOJJJffT,  Hayfing  Island:  Field  Trophy 

jjrtfanN  WBKfcth  championship;  Sent 

Bnat  s?a°otg|  **  ftawafi  M  feeacouri 


JI*“rfWMDiysdaia  arid  J  WtonsonS-a, 
WL8-2;  M  Blackey  and  M  Htewy  bt  C 
Puerto  and  J  AcheasvGraye-4. 6-4). 


CRICKET 


,r  H‘,if 
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irnton  it 


LAHORE  Urrder-19  international  (second 
day  o>  lour)  Pakrafan  237  (Ahmae  Saaod 
77,  S  Hotoafce  6-40)  v  EngSaid  167-7 

SUPERSPOHT  SERIES:  Purl  ( second 
day  ot  loui>  Boland  170  and  179  (K  C 


WIN  THE  PRIZE  OF  YOUR  DREAMS 

An  E-type  Jaguar  or  £10,000,  see  Style 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  IS  THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 


SPORT  39 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28 1996 


Oliver  Holt  continues  a  series  in  which  Times  sports  writers  recall  the  best  of  1996 


struck  a  mighty 


Even  when  autumn  came 
and  memories  of  the 
European  football  chanv 
pianship  faded  with  the 
leaves,  they  did  not  replace  the 


Bush  Road  in  west  London.  Stuart 
Pearce  stared  down  at  the  rush- 
hour  traffic  every  morning  as  it 
inched  its  way  towards  Hammer¬ 
smith  Broadway,  his  clenched  fist 
a  metaphor  for  the  frustrations 
building  up  below. 

By  then,  they  were  also  selling 
postcards  of  him  in  the  same  pose. 

1  bought  some  of  them  ata  shop  in 
Covent  Garden,  meaning  to  send 
them  to  friends  living  abroad.  In 
wilder  moments,  I  thought  I  might 
even  put  one  on  a  wall  in  our 
study.  Then  I  slipped  them  into  a 
box  or  put  them  in  a  drawer,  I  do 
not  remember  which. 

The  pester  has  gone  now,  and  I 
cannot  find  the  cards  —  but  I  can 
still  see  Pearce  turning  away  and 
punching  his  fist  towards  the 
crowd  after  he  scored 
that  third  England  penal¬ 
ly  at  the  end  of  120 
minutes  of  godless 
play  against  Spain  in 
the  quarter-finals  at 
Wembley. 

The  image  is  locked  ____ 
away  in  the  football  side 
of  my  mind,  next  to  Paolo  Rossi 
scoring  for  Juventus  against  Aston 
Villa  the  first  time  I  saw  him  play 
live,  and  Frank  Stapleton  volley¬ 
ing  a  last-minute  winner  for  Man¬ 
chester  United  against  Everton  in 
the  FA  Cup  sixth  round  more  than 
a  decade  ago. 

In  same  ways,  it  seems  strange 
that  a  moment  from  that  match 
against  Spain,  sandwiched  as  it 
was  between  the  joyous  demolition 
of  Holland  and  die  agonising 
failu  re  to  beat  Germany,  supersed¬ 
ed  all  else  last  summer.  But  then, 
the  win  over  Holland  was  easy, 
almost  a  frippery,  and,  wefl,  the 
past  30  years  have  been  measured 
in  footballing  losses  to  Germany. 
There  was  something  more  visoer- 
al  about  Spain.  .  ^ 

By  fitai:  time,  fervour,  flat 
had  grown  slowly  after  the  open-' 
mg  draw  with  Switzerland  and 
then  leapt  forward  with  the  wins 
over  Scotland  and  Holland,  had 
created  a  heady  but  unfamiliar 


unity  in  England.'  The  cross  of  St 
George  seemed  to  be  pinned  on 
every  other  rear  windscreen.  The 
theme  tune  of  the  tournament. 
Three  Lions  (Football's  Coming 
Home),  blared  from  eveiy  radio 
and  boomed  out  at  the  end  of 
every  game.  Nobody  wanted  it  to 
:  end. 

Suddenly,  even  those  of  us  who 
have  been  weaned  away  from  the 
wonderful  highs  and  terrible  lows 
of  outright  partisanship  were  cata¬ 
pulted  bade  into  the  trembling 


The  fear  of  losing  became 
immediate,  and  nothing 
creates  excitement  like  fear” 


nervousness  that  comes  with  ally¬ 
ing  oneself  totally  to  a  cause. 

The  penalties  at  the  end  of  that 
game  against  Spain  reminded  me 
of  what  it  was  like  to  feel  sheer, 
unfettered  elation  at  a  football 
match,  something  I  had  not  felt 
since  college  and  distance  ripped 
Manchester,  and  Stockport  Coun¬ 
ty.  away  from  me,  since  the 
atmosphere  at  stadiums  was 
stilled  by  the  demolition  of  the 
terraces. 

I  was  discovering  what  it  was 
like  to  leap  up  unashamedly  in  a 
press  box  and  see  others  leaping 
up  with  you;  others,  in  feet, 
outdoing  you,  shaking  hands  and 
hugging  each  other.  In  those  few 
•irtiritites,  the  fear  of  losing  became 


ON  MONDAY 


David  Miller  remembers  an 
cstnundinaiy  display  of 
courage  from  Pete  Sampras 


immediate  for  the  first  time  in  the 
tournament,  and  nothing  creates 
excitement  like  fear. 
m  It  was  a  strange  game  in  normal 
time,  a  strange  atmosphere.  After 
the  destruction  of  Holland.  Eng¬ 
land  had  been  expected  to  beat 
Spain  comfortably  and  everyone 
was  already  looking  forward  to  foe 
rematch  against  foe  Germans  in 
the  semi-fina]  and  the  chance  of 
revenge  for  England’s  defeat,  on 
penalties,  in  the  World  Cup  semi¬ 
final  six  years  earlier. 

In  fed,  England  were  lucky  to 
survive  the  first  90  minutes.  Bobby 
Robson,  the  former  England  man¬ 
ager.  had  warned  that  it  would  be 
lie  learning  a  new  dance  after 
waitring  past  the  Dutch,  that  the 
English  would  have  to  master  the 
paso  doble  if  they  were  to  be  left 
holding  the  floor  at  the  end  of  the 
match. 

In  the  34th  minute,  England  had 
their  first  reprieve  when  Salinas 
latched  on  to  Hierro's  mishit  shot 

_ .  and  sidefooted  it  past 

Seaman.  A  linesman's 
flag  ruled  him  offside  but 
action  replays  showed  it 
was  a  legitimate  goal.  On 
the  left,  Sergi  was  giving 
Gary  Neville  a  torrid 

_  time  and,  four  minutes 

before  halftime,  Eng¬ 
land  had  their  second  great  escape 
when  Manjarin  beat  their  offside 
trap  but  failed  to  thread  the  ball 
past  Seaman  as  foe  goalkeeper 
rushed  out 

The  match  tightened  up  even 
more  in  the  second  half  and  the 
arrival  of  extra  time,  the  first  time 
the  new  “ golden  goal"  rule  had 
been  brought  into -play,  only 
produced  a  frightened  stalemate. 
Both  teams  regrouped  in  the 
centre  circle  to  pick  the  penalty- 
takers. 

Shearer  put  England's  first  kick 
high  into  foe  net  and  when  Hierro 
tried  to  emulate  him,  his  drive 
cannoned  off  the  bar.  Platt,  foe 
epitome  of  calm,  sidefooted  En¬ 
gland’s  second  penalty,  wide  of 
Zubizarreta  before  Amor,  with  a 
halt  in.  his  run.  tooted  Seaman  to 
the  "  spot  and  converted  Spain’s 
second  lock. 

Then  Pearce  came  marching 
forward.  A  fierce  patriot,  a  player 
pilloried  by  the  purists  for  his  lack 


Kicking  and  screaming;  Pearce  invites  the  Wembley  crowd  to  celebrate  die  public  exorcism  of  the  ghosts  of  Italia  90 


of  sophistication,  he  had  never 
spoken  openly  about  how  much 
the  miss  against  Germany  in 
Turin  had  affected  him.  It  seemed 
like  an  eternity  before  he  began  his 
run-up.  . 

“It  always  feels  like  a  long  way 
when  you  walk  up  to  take  a 
penalty,"  Pearce  said  this  week, 
“but  that  day,  walking  up  from  foe 
centre  circle,  it  felt  like  it  was  about 
four  miles. 


"There  was  never  any  doubt  in 
my  mind,  though.  I  take  foe 
penalties  for  my  club,  Nottingham 
Forest  1  consider  myself  a  penalty- 
taker.  I  told  Terry  Venables  I 
wanted  the  third  one  and  he  gave  it 
tome." 

His  kick  sped  like  a  bullet  low  to 
Zubizarreta ’s  left  and  bulged  the 
comer  of  foe  net  Pearce  walked 
over  to  the  crowd  and  yelled  at 
them,  his  lower  jaw  jutting  out 


punching  that  fist  through  the  air 
again  and  again.  He  was  still 
doing  it  when  he  got  back  to  the 
halfway  line. 

Gascoigne  scored  from  the  next 
England  kick  and  then  Seaman 
saved  from  NadaJ,  and  it  was  all 
over.  Seaman  got  much  of  foe 
attention  afterwards  but  it  was 
that  image  of  Pearce  that  became 
foe  defining  moment  of  the  tourna¬ 
ment,  just  as  Gascoigne's  tears 


had  been  in  1990.  In  an  era  when 
foe  motives,  loyalties  and  behav¬ 
iour  of  high-earning  players  are 
constantly  criticised,  here,  at  last, 
was  proof  of  how  much  it  meant  to 
at  least  one  of  them. 

For  Pearce,  it  brought  redemp¬ 
tion  after  six  years  in  his  own 
purgatory.  For  many  of  those  who 
stared  down  from  the  stands,  it 
carried  its  own  kind  of  emancipa¬ 
tion,  too. 


ICE  HOCKEY:  CARDIFF  VICTORY  MARRED  BY  CALL  FOR  DISCIPLINARY  ACTION 

Thornton  takes  Devils  back  to  top 


By  Norman  de  Mesquita 

l  GOAL  by  Steve  Thornton  to 
omplete  his  hat-trick  45  sec- 
mis  into  overtime  gave  Car- 
iff  Devils  a  21-2  win  over 
heffield  Steelers  and  took 
Km  back  to  foe  top  of  the 
uperleague.  a  point  ahead  of 
lewcastle  Cobras. 

The  game  was  maned, 
owever.  by  an  incident  in  the 
find  period  when  Jamie 
each,  Sheffield's  leading 
rorer.  suffered  a  double  frac- 
ire  of  his  left  cheekbone, 
hannon  Hope,  of  Cardiff, 
ras  ejected  for  the  high- 
ticking  offence.  The  Steelers 
re  to  send  a  video  of  foe 
id  dent  to  the  Superleague's 
isdpiinary  chairman. 

In  foe  only  other  Boxing 
fay  game.  Nottingham  Pan- 
lers  beat  Basingstoke  Bison 
-1  to  leapfrog  them  into  fifth 
lane  and  confirm  their  im- 
roved  form  since  winning  the 
arson  and  Hedges  Cup. 


They  have  dropped  only  one 
point  in  four  league  games 
since  the  final. 

With  foe  halfway  point 
reached  in  the  first  season  of 
the  Superleague,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  foe  standard  of 
play  is  better  than  in  past 
years — particularly  goaltend- 
ing.  However,  there  are  as¬ 
pects  of  this  season  that  make 
it  difficult  to  be  overoptimistic 
about  foe  long-term  future  of 
British  ice  hockey. 

An  (a^-team  league  has  its 
drawbacks,  one  of  which  is  the 
inevitable  repetition  of  fix¬ 
tures.  Sheffield  Steelers  versus 
Nottingham  Panthers  is  the 
fiercest  rivalry  in  the  British 
game  and  used  to  guarantee 
capacity  crowds.  Yet  these  two 
teams  have  now  met  eight 
times  in  league  and  cup 
matches  and,  on  their  last  visit 
to  Sheffield,  foe  Panthers 
played  before  mare  than  2,000 
empty  seats. 

The  cost  of  running  a  team 
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has  escalated  spectacularly, 
with  the  richer  chibs  spending 
freely  and  the  other  dubs 
feeling  the  need  to  try  to  keep 
up.  Just  how  long  dubs  such 
as  Basingstoke  and  Bracknell 
can  stay  competitive  remains 
to  be  seen,  but  it  may  be 
significant  that  these  two  occu¬ 
py  two  of  the  bottom  three 
places. 

The  British  Ice  Hockey  As¬ 
sociation  received  a  great  deal 
of  criticism  >n  past  years  but, 
under  its  stewardship,  the 
game  had  stability  and  excel¬ 
lent  sponsorship. 


Some  disciplinary  decisions 
were  perhaps  too  lenient,  but 
there  was  consistency.  In  con¬ 
trast,  foe  Superleague  admin¬ 
istration  has  shown  itself  to  be 
inept  and  has  made  some 
extraordinary  decisions  with 
regard  to  discipline.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  it  has  changed  its  mind  at 
least  twice  as  to  the  format  for 
the  end-of-season  play-offs. . 

Great  Britain's  dream  of  a 
return  to  the  Olympic  Games 
after  an  absence  of  40  years 
has  faded  and  one  must  hope 
that  a  more  forward-looking 
selection  policy  will  now 
be  adopted  for  the  national 
team. 

Outside  the  Superleague, 
there  are  two  separate  compe¬ 
titions  covering  foe  northern 
and  southern  halves  of  the 
country,  but  several  dubs  are 
in  trouble,  riotablyjn  Hull, 
Peterborough  and  Dumfries. 
So  foe  future  is  far  from  rosy 
as  the  season  enters  its  second 
half. 
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CRICKET:  ADAMS  DEFIES  AUSTRALIA'S  BOWLERS  IN  THIRD  TEST  AFTER  ANOTHER  FAILURE  BY  LARA 


West  Indies’  lead 
restricted  by 
tireless  McGrath 

From  M  ichajex  Henderson  in  Melbourne 


MELBOURNE  (second  day  of 
Jive):  West  Indies ,  with  one 
Jirsi-innings  wicket  in  hand, 
are  14  runs  ahead  of  Australia 

THOUGH  it  was  tough  sled¬ 
ding  against  Australian 
bowlers  who  allowed  them  no 
slack.  West  Indies  chiselled 
our  a  slender  lead  by  the  end  of 
the  second  day  of  this  third 
Test.  With  two  innings  almost 
completed,  the  winners  could 
declare  themselves  by  Sunday 
night  and.  given  what  is 
known  about  the  way  these 
teams  respond  to  pressure. 
Australia  appear  the  more 
likely  victors. 

West  Indies,  who  were  86 
for  four  when  Hooper  ran 
himself  out  shortly  after 
lunch,  owe  their  first-innings 
lead  to  three  men.  Chander- 
paul  batted  soberly  for  his  58, 
Murray  favoured  a  more  dir¬ 
ect  approach  in  making  53  and 
Adams,  who  has  so  far  frus¬ 
trated  Australia  for  57  overs, 
reached  his  own  half-century 
towards  the  end  of  a  day  in 
which  only  204  runs  were 
scored,  so  niggardly  was  the 
bowling  and  so  sharp  the 
fielding. 

Standing  tallest  among  the 
bowlers  was  McGrath,  who 
has  taken  five  for  40  from  27 
overs,  an  outstanding  effort 
when  one  considers  that  Gil¬ 
lespie  left  the  field  with  a  side 
strain  after  bowling  three 
overs,  never  to  return.  For  the 
fourth  time  in  five  innings, 
McGrath  captured  Lara’s 
wicket  and.  not  one  to  graze  in 
the  outfield,  it  was  his  pick-up 
and  throw  from  mid-on  that 
accounted  for  Hooper. 

Lara  has  fallen  to  McGrath 
six  times  in  Tests,  and  seems 
to  have  no  answer  to  the  New 
South  Welshman,  who  got 
him  here  in  the  over  before 
lunch.  West  Indies'  star  bats¬ 
man  had  clearly  steeled  him¬ 
self  to  play  a  big  innings, 
taking  14  balls  to  get  off  die 
mark  and  showing  a  respect¬ 


ful  bat  to  Wame.  who  had  just 
had  Samuels  snaffled  with 
customary  brilliance  by  Tay¬ 
lor  at  slip. 

Switching  to  bowl  round  the 
wicket,  McGrath  persuaded 
Lara  to  attempt  a  drive  with¬ 
out  fully  adjusting  his  balance 
and  his  half-cock  stroke  gave 
Wame  a  comfortable  catch  at 
fourth  slip.  It  might  be  more 
truthful  to  call  (hat  position 
3 A.  because  there  was  room  to 
drive  a  bus  between  Mark 
Waugh  at  second,  and  where 
Wame  was  standing.  Alto¬ 
gether  this  was  fine  bowling 
and  fine  field-setting  by  Tay¬ 
lor.  whose  deployment  of  re¬ 
sources  is  masterly. 

Even  in  his  moderate  form, 
Lara's  wicket  remains  the  one 
that  bowlers  covet,  and  West 
indies  could  not  really  afford 
that  loss.  Hooper,  that  elegant 
underachiever,  has  never  been 
a  man  to  rely  on  and  nobody 
was  greatly  surprised  when  he 
chose  to  donate  his  wicket  to 
the  Australian  cause.  Wame 
fielding  McGrath’s  neat  throw 
by  the  stumps  as  the  desperate 
Guyanese  finished  distinctly 
second  best. 

There  was  no  keeping 
McGrath  out  of  the  action. 
When  Chanderpaul  tried  to 


AUSTRALIA:  Are!  brings  2 19  (G  S  Btewao 
62.  S  fl  Wajgto  53.  C  £  L  Ambrose  5  tor  55) 
WEST  WOtES:  Fnt  kmgs 

S  L  Can?3befl  Itw  b  McGraffi . . 7 

R  G  Sonuefe  c  taytor  b  Warns  _  . . 17 

S  Chsnferpajt  c  and  b  McGrafh .  56 

0  C  Lara  c  Wame  b  McGrath . 2 

C  L  Hooper  run  out . ..7 

J  C  Adams  not  Out  . S4 

tJ H Minay c RoAsi b McGrath  .....S3 

I R  Bisnap  ibw  b  McGrath  . _  .  0 

C  E  L  Anferese  b  Warns . .  8 

KCG  Benjamin  b  Rerftel  _ _ _ 11 

-C  A  Walsh  not  out  . 2 

Extras  (b4,  b  7.  nb 3) . _  14 

Total  (BwMs) _ 233 

FALL  Of  WICKETS  1-lZ  *42.  3-71.  446. 
5-107.  6-197.  7-197. 8-215. 9-230 

BOWLING  McGrath  27-1CM0-5:  Raffs! 
29-8-7B-I:  Warm  2S 3-60-2,  Glespe  3 -2- 
5-0:  Btowetl  9-3-190:  S  R  Waugh  104- 
22-Q. 

Umpires:  S  Venkatsragnavan  (Mia)  and 
P  Par ter  (Australia) 


drive  him  down  the  ground. 
McGrath  stuck  out  his  left 
hand  and  held  a  magnificent 
return  catch.  When  those 
catches  stick,  there  is  always 
an  element  of  luck,  but  he  had 
more  than  earned  it  for  the 
persistence  and  sharpness  of 
his  bowling. 

Another  wicket  then,  and 
West  Indies  would  really  have 
been  up  a  gum-tree.  Instead, 
Murray  put  bat  to  ball  in  his 
uncomplicated  style,  and  Ad¬ 
ams.  who  has  been  woefully 
short  of  form,  tried  to  rediscov¬ 
er  it  by  occupying  the  crease. 
By  batting  through  to  stumps. 
Adams  played  his  part 
admirably. 

In  30  overs  together,  he  and 
Murray  added  90  for  die  sixth 
wicket,  and  it  took  the  new  ball 
to  separate  them.  Murray  had 
not  passed  up  many  invita¬ 
tions  to  hook,  and  McGrath 
was  always  looking  to  get  him 
on  the  back  foot  This  time, 
“fetching”  the  ball  from  off 
stump.  Murray  top-edged  a 
straightforward  catch  to 
Reiffel,  running  round  the 
boundary  at  long  leg. 

When,  in  his  next  over. 
McGrath  followed  up  two 
short  balls  at  Bishop  with  a 
full-length  one  that  left  the 
batsman  defenceless  to  a 
shout  for  leg-before.  West 
Indies  were  23  runs  short  of 
the  lead.  They  were  still  four 
runs  behind  when  Ambrose, 
shaping  to  cut  Wame.  missed 
a  leg  break,  and  had  just  gone 
ahead  when  Reiffel  bowled 
Benjamin. 

Perhaps  the  most  memora¬ 
ble  feature  of  die  day  was  the 
Australian  fielding.  Blewett 
twice  returned  the  ball 
straight  to  Healy  from  fully  90 
yards  and  once  made  a  superb 
stop  at  mid-off  to  save  four. 
There  is  nothing  ostentatious 
about  the  Australians  in  the 
field  —  unlike  England,  whose 
players  are  forever  perform¬ 
ing  calisthenics.  They  simply 
get  the  job  done. 


India’s  batting 

crumbles  as 

Donald  applies 
full  throttle 


Wame  salutes  the  brilliant  slip  catch 
Samuels  early  in  the  second  clay’s 


slip  catch  by  his  captain,  Taylor,  that  sent  back 
na  day’s  play.  Photograph:  Stuart  Milligan 


SOUTH  AFRICA,  drawing 
inspiration  from  superb  fast 
bowling  by  Allan  Donald, 
took  complete  control  of  the 
first  Test  against  India  at 
Kingsmead,  Durban  yester¬ 
day,  finishing  die  second  day 
299  runs  ahead  with  six  sec¬ 
ond-innings  wickets  standing. 

With  Donald  taking  five  for 
40  and  his  pace  colleagues  — 
Pollock,  Klusener  and  McMil¬ 
lan  — offering  no  respite  at  the 
other  end,  India,  who  resumed 
at  two  without  loss,  were  shot 
out  for  100,  which  left  them  135 
behind  on  first  innings. 

Donald,  who  was  forced  to 
leave  the  recent  series  in  India 
midway  through  the  second 
Test  in  Calcutta  due  to  a  heel 
injury,  proved  virtually  un¬ 
playable  and  has  taken  22 
wickets  in  the  last  six  Test 
innings. 

Donald’s  haul  included  die 
prized  scalp  of  Tendulkar,  the 
India  captain,  who  was 
bowled  for  15.  “I've  never  been 
so  happy  taking  a  wicket," 
Donald  said.  “It  was  the 
quickest  pitch  I’ve  seen  at 
Kingsmead  for  a  long  time." 

There  were  some  doubts 
about  Donald's  dismissals  of 
Srinath  and  Johnson,  the  for¬ 
mer  appearing  to  be  caught  off 
his  arm-guard  while  the  ball 
which  dismissed  Johnson,  tak¬ 
en  at  short  leg.  appeared  to 
loop  off  the  batsman’s 
shoulder. 

By  then,  however,  the  India 
innings  was  damaged  beyond 
repair.  They  were  floundering 
at  72  for  fiw  at  lunch,  none  of 
the  top  batsmen  looking  com¬ 
fortable  against  pace  bowlers 
who,  cheered  on.  by  a  crowd  of 
12.000.  took  full  advantage  of 
favourable  conditions. 

It  was  India’s  lowest  score 
against  South  Africa,  die  pres 
vious  lowest  being  the  137 
made  at  Calcutta  earlier  this 
year.  It  was  also  their  lowest 
score  since  I9S7-8&.  when  they 
were  bundled  out  for  75  in 
Delhi  by  the  West  Indies  fast 
bowlers. 

The  India  new-ball  pair. 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

,  drawing  Srinath  and  Prasad,  also 
uperb  fast  looked  dangerous  but  failed  to 
i  Donald,  cause  the  same  disruption  as 
trol  of  the  in  the  South  Africa  first  in- 
India  at  rungs,  although  Kirsten  was 
an  yester-  dismissed  by  Prasad  with  only 
second  day  four  runs  on  the  board, 
th  six  sec-  However,  Hudson  and 
;  standing.  Badier  consolidated  South  Af- 
ing  five  for  rica’s  advantage  with  a  sec- 
[leagues  —  ond- wicket  partnership  which 
ridMcMh-  was  worth  III  when  Bacher 
spite  at  the  (55)  spooned  a  catch  off 
to  resumed  Kumble. 
were  shot  Hudson  looked  a  lot  more 
ft  them  135  confident  than  during  his 
ngs.  innings  of  SO  on  the  opening 

s  forced  to  day.  Hooking  and  pulling 
es  in  India  with  great  certainly,  he 
he  second  reached  his  halFcentuyry. 

e  to  a  heel  containing  eight  fours,  from 
tually  un-  only  82  deliveries.  Bacher. 

taken  22  who  was  first  to  reach  his  fifty, 
t  six  Test  struck  one  more  boundary  but 

faced  93  balls. 

eluded  tiie  .  Prasad  quickly  accounted 
iulkar.  die  for  Cullinan  and  when  Hud- 
vho  was  son  (52)  was  also  caught  off 
lever  been  Rumble,  •  South  Africa  had 
1  wicket."  slipped  to  120  for.  four.  But 
was  the  Cronje,  the  captain,  and  Gibbs 
s  seen  at  played  out  the  day  with  little 
ig  time."  discomfort 


SOUTH  AFRICA:  Rrst  Iwi ngs  235  (A  C 
Hudson  80:  B  K  V  Prasad  5  for  80). 
Second  tangs 

A  C  Hudson  c  Tendulkar  b  Kumble  52 

G  KttJten  c  Dnwtd  b  Prasad  .  2 

AM  Bacher  c  Tendulkar  b  Kufftote . 55 

D  J  CuHnan  c  Mongia  b  Prasad .  3 

"WJ  Cronje  not  out  - . 17 

H  H  GW»  no!  out  . 25 

&dras<bS.lbZ.Pb3> . JO 

Total  (4wkts) _ 184 

FAU.  OF  WICKETS:  1-4.  2-115.  3-120. 

4- 120 

BOWUNG-  Smaih  15-3-42-0:  Prasad  15-2- 
492;  Johnson  9-1-3M:  Kumble  103-19-2: 
Ganguy  20-&0 

INDIA*  Fra)  Innings 

V S Rathore c Hudson  b Donald  ...  7 

WVRtfmnbFotook.  .  .  . .  0 

S  C  Ganguly  c  Ktoener  b  Pollock .  — 16 

*S  R  Terwuficer  t>  DahaJd  ..  IS 

MAthenxMncBadierbMtMBsi ...  15 

R  S  Dravld  fcw  b  McMKar _ :  7 

tN  R  Mongia  c  Richardson  b  Donald  .  4 

AKumMenotout .  13 

J  Smalli  c  Culnan  b  Donald . . 0 

D  Johnson  c  Eschar  b  Donald . 3' 

BKVPrasadc  FScherdsonb  Wusener.  4 

Ettas  (Jo  4. 1b  3.  ■*  2.  *7) .  .Jfi 

ToM _ 100 

FALL  OF  WICKETS-  1-2.  2-22.  336.  4-52. 

5- 68, 6-74,  7-74, 8-74. 089 
BOWUNG:  Donald  16-5-40-5:  Pollock  8-2- 
103:.  Klusener  7 1 -2-8-1.  McNStan  03- 
27-a 

Umplrar  SOorme  (NewZaSandl  and 
0  Orchard  (South  Africa). 


Hollioake  sets  fine  example  I  Pakistan  may  recall  Salim 


Hollioake;  outstanding 


BEN  HOLLIOAKE,  the 
Surrey  all-rounder,  was  the 
only  England  player  who 
shone  against  Pakistan  in  the 
third  under-19  international  in 
Lahore  yesterday. 

Haring  dismissed  Pakistan 
for  an  unimpressive  237.  the 
stage  seemed  set  for  England 
to  build  on  the  earlier  success¬ 
es  of  the  three-match  series, 
which  they  lead  1-0. 

But,  despite  a  promising 
start  the  batsmen  failed  to 
dominate  Abdul  Razzaq.  the 
seamer,  or  Imran  Tahir,  the 


leg  spinner,  and  were  167  for 
seven  at  the  dose. 

It  was  left  to  Hollioake.  who 
had  bowled  superbly  to  take 
six  for  40.  to  show  the  sperial- 
ist  batsmen  the  way.  He 
ended  the  day  44  not  out 
comfortably  the  highest  score. 

Hollioake  began  well,  tak¬ 
ing  the  vital  scalp  of  Ahmar 
Saeed,  the  Pakistan  captain, 
when  he  was  on  77,  and  then 
mopping  up  the  tail. 

When  England  went  in  to 
bat  they  lost  Stephen  Peters 
for  nine  and  David  Sales  for  16 


but  still  seemed  comfortably 
placed  at  105  for  two.  At  that 
point  Gareth  Batty  was  leg- 
before  for  32  to  Tahir,  who 
then  bowled  Nash  for  a  duck. 

After  Andrew  Flintoff  (30) 
and  Chris  Read  (14)  had 
departed,  it  was  left  to 
Hollioake  and  Zac  Moms  to 
try  to  see  out  the  four  remain¬ 
ing  overs. 

They  almost  made  it  but 
Razzaq.  swinging  the  ball 
considerably,  bowled  Morris 
for  nought  in  the  last  over  to ' 
leave  England  in  deep  water. 


PAKISTAN  are  hoping  to  be 
able  to  call  on  Salim  Malik  to 
reinforce  their  team  for  the 
remainder  of  the  World  Series 
limited-overs  tournament  with 
Australia  and  West  Indies. 

Mohammad  Zahid.  the  fast 
bowler,  has  a  hand  injury  and 
Saeed  Anwar,  the  opening 
batsman,  is  ill  with  a  virus, 
leaving  the  Pakistanis  with 
only  12  healthy  players  to 
choose  from  for  the  day-night 
match  against  Australia  A  at 
the  Sydney  Cricket  Ground 
today.  Their  next  World  Series 


game  is  against  Australia  on 
New  Years  Day. 

The  Pakistan  squad  was 
already  one  short  after  Salim 
withdrew  just  before  the  de¬ 
parture  for  Australia  after 
straining  an  ankle  in  a  match 
against  New  Zealand.  Wasim 
Akram,  the  Pakistan  captain, 
said  he  expected  to  know  today 
whether  Salim  would  be  fit  to 
rejoin  them. 

Pakistan's  batsmen  have 
failed  in  their  past  two  out¬ 
ings.  They  were  dismissed  for 
67  in  the  second  innings  to  lose 


a  four-day  match  against  Tas¬ 
mania  and  were  bowled  out 
for  123  on  Thursday  in  a 
limited-overs  defeat  by 
Queensland. 

Saeed'  tried  unsuccessfully 
to  resume  training  on  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Wasim  said  a  deci¬ 
sion  on  whether  he  would 
return  home  would  be  made 
shortly.  “His  Wood  pressure  is 
high  and  he's  looking  very, 
very  weak,"  Wasim  said.  “The 
virus  is  making  him  weak 
from  walking,  running  or 
even  standing." 


Salim:  fitness  test 


Shed  a 

FEW  POUNDS 
AFTER 
CHRISTMAS. 

(Sale  now  on.) 


Saviours  of  sanity  in  a  mad  world  of  sport 

Welcome  to  the  real  Sporting  Marathon  in  rhino  suits  in  aid  of  the 

Achievements  Awards  of  Save  the  Rhino  International. 

1996.  The  titles  annually 


EXAMPLES  OF  REDUCTIONS 

PRICE 

WAS 

PRICE 

NOW 

Pure  wool  suits 

£495 

£245 

Pure  wool  suits  ka vile  now  otoj) 

£950 

£475 

Pure  wool  jackets 

£395 

£195 

Cotton  business  shirts 
(Buy  3  or  more  at  £35  each) 

£59 

£39 

Silk  ties  — 

(Buy  3  or  more  at  £20  each) 

£49 

£2450 

Church 's  suede  brogues 
iSAmEROwwm 

£195 

£125 

(subject  to  availability) 


Gieves  &  Hawkes 

Na  1  Savfle  Row,  London 

LONDON;  NO.  |  JaNU  BOW  Wl.  >8  Lull  ST  ECJ.  SEUTUDGBS  OXFORD  ST  WJ. ,  [ 
BATH.  CDBinNHAM,  CHESTER.  PORTSMOUTH.  WINCHESTER.  £= 
IZNNEKS  Of  £OIN*U*OfL  F 


Welcome  to  the  real  Sporting 
Achievements  Awards  of 
1996.  The  titles  annually 
doled  out  by  this,  the  column  of 
columns,  are,  of  course,  the  only 
ones  that  count  Congratulations  to 
all  the  winners,  and  many  thanks  to 
all  who  wrote  to  me  with  suggestions 
for  this  space  during  the  past  12 
months. 

Wicketkeeper  of  the  year  shared  by 
Lee  German,  of  New  Zealand,  and 
Andy  Flower,  of  Zimbabwe:  the  first 
time  both  captains  in  a  Test  match 
have  been  keepers. 

Rugby  league  player  of  the  yean 
Craig  Randall,  of  Salford,  was  ruled 
out  of  a  match  against  Wigan  after 
playing  the  previous  four  matches 
with  a  broken  ankle.  "At  least  the 
lads  now  know  I  wasn't  faking  an 
injury." 

Renaissance  goalkeeper  of  the 
year,  a  new  addition  to  my  prized 
collection  of  Albert  Camus.  Vladimir 
Nabokov,  Yevgeny  Yevtushenko. 
Julio  Igiesias  and  the  Pope.  Step 
forward,  Che  Guevara;  revolution¬ 
ary.  political  icon  and.  best  of  all. 
goalkeeper. 

Renaissance  goalkeeper  of  the  year 
(runner-up):  50  years  ago,  John 
Woodcock,  sage  of  Longparish  and 
former  cricket  correspondent  of  The 
Times .  kepi  goal  for  Oxford  against 
Cambridge  at  hockey.  The  final 
score  was  3-3. 

C.  8.  Fry  award  for  versatility: 
Nancy  Naval  ta.  The  sprinter,  from 
the  Philippines,  took  part  in  a  men’s 
event  one  weekend  and  a  women’s 
event  the  non. 

Boxer  of  the  yean  Nino  Benvenuti.  a 
former  world  middleweight  champi¬ 
on.  who  walked  away  from  it  all  to 
care  for  lepers. 

litigation  of  the  year  an  American 
women  sued  a  nine-year-old  Little 
League  pitcher  after  being  struck  in 
the  face  by  a  wild  pitch. 


On  Saturday 


Statistic  of  the  yean  Australian 
males  are  shrinking.  The  average 
height  is  now  5ft  9b  in;  seven  years 
ago  it  was  5ft  9^in. 

Pasfllaninuty  award;  Australian 
cricket  team,  for  refusing  to  play 
cricket  in  Colombo  during  the  World 
Cup. 

Pusillanimity  award  (runner-up): 
England  cricket  authorities,  who  still 
have  no  plans  to  invite  Sri  Lanka,  the 
world  one-day  champions,  save  for  a 
single  Test  in  199S. 

C.  B,  Fry  versatility  award  (runner- 
up):  Diego,  who  insisted  on  boxing 
three  rounds  with  Santon  Ladar,  a 
former  world  flyweight  champion. 

Best  entry  in  Wisden  1996:  fried 
calamari  stopped  play. 

Sporting  revolution  of  the  yean 
Elaine  Canty,  a  woman,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  disciplinary'  panel  of 
Australian  No  Rules  Football.  A 
proper  appointment  "I  can  smell  a 
token  tart's  job  from  a  mile  off." 

Rhino-suited  marathon-runner  of 
the  year.  Mark  Millington  was  the 
first  home  (in  4hr  50min)  of  the  six 
runners  who  completed  die  London 


Marathon  in  rhino  suits  in  aid  of  the 
Save  the  Rhino  International. 

Faring  facts  award:  a  British  crew  ar 
a  French  regatta:  “The  problem  is 
that  we  were  very  slow  compared 
with  the  other  teams." 

Praising  Hitler  award:  as  usual, 
this  coveted  prize  goes  to  Marge 
Schott,  owner  of  the  Cindnatti  Reds 
baseball  team.  "When  he  came  in  he 
was  good . . .  everyone  knows  he  was 
good  at  the  beginning,  but  he  just 
went  too  far." 

Jobsworth  award:  the  customs 
officials  who  stopped  Sergei  Bubka, 
pole-vaulter  and  one  of  the  greatest 
athletes  in  history,  on  his  entry  into 
Brazil.  Suspicious  of  his  equipment, 
they  sawed  his  pole  in  half. 

Wicketkeeper  of  the  year  (runner- 
up):  Wayne  James,  playing  for 
MatabeJefand  against  mighty 
Mashonaland.  made  99  in  the  first 
innings,  took  nine  catches  in  one 
innings.  13  in  the  match  (a  world 
record),  and  in  the  second  innings 
managed  to  score  99  not  our. 

Fine  of  the  year  Ian  Russefl.  an 
Australian  rugby  league  player,  was 
fined  Aus$5,000  for  dmlung  the 
wrong  brand  of  beer. 

Radical  appointment  of  the  yean 
the  England  Under-15  cricket  teams 
hired  Juiien  Fountain,  a  baseball 
coach. 

Fishy  result  of  the  yean  Frankobaa 
0.  Nayam  Stars  22:  Nayam  thereby 
promoted  on  goal  difference.  Alas, 
the  Ghana  Football  Association 
smelt  a  rat;  both  clubs  were  docked 
three  points  and  Nayam  stayed  put 

Goalkeeper  of  the  year.  Jorge 
Campos,  for  playing  two  matches  in 
a  day:  an  international  for  Mexico, 
and  then,  half  an  hour  later,  a  club 
match  for  Los  Angeles  Galaxy. 

Promotion  gimmick  of  the  yean 
Palm  Springs  Suns,  a  minor  league 


Surgical  operation  of  the  yean 
Pete  had  his  vasectomy  reversed 
a!  the  age  of  55 


baseball  team,  encouraged  support¬ 
ers  to  attend  naked. 

Naked  archer  of  the  yean  Alison 
Williamson,  British  champion,  who 
posed  topless  for  Esquire  magazine. 

Administrator  of  the  yean  John 
Middleton,  chief  executive  of  the 
Grand  National  Archery  Society,  for 
his  reaction  to  the  Esquire  incident: 
“It's  even  less  than  a  storm  in  a  tea¬ 
cup. 

Author  of  the  yean  the  anonymous 
manager  of  an  Italian  Serie  B 
football  dub  who  won  a  competiion 
for  erotic  short  stories. 

Fielder  of  the  yean  Paul  Crabb, 
who,  playing,  cricket  in  a  match 
between  Ilfracombe  rugby  dub  and 
Woolacombe.  fetched  a  big  hit  back 
to  the  ground  by  bus. 

Golfer  of  the  year  BDl  Billings,  who 
scored  his  first  hole  in  one  at  the  age 
of  87.  Being  a  sensible  chap,  he  only 
took  the  game  up  when  he  retired. 

Whingers  of  the  yean  the  Australia 
cricket  team,  who  refused  ro  goto  Sri 
Lanka  fin-  die  World  Cup  because  of 
their  fears  about  security,  finally 
went  there  in  tiie  autumn.  Guess 


what  they  complained  about?  Sec¬ 
urity.  It  was  too  tight 

Prophet  of  the  yean  Ali  Bacher: 
“Test  cricket  is  definitely  a  possibility 
in  ten  to  15  years."  The  country  in 
question  is  Scotland.-  England 
quakes  in  its  boots. 

Nun  of  the  yean  Sister  Kerangela, 
the  footballing  mm  of  Montaione. 
Alas,  she  was  removed  by  her  order, 
and,  distressed,  returned  home  to 
the  United  States. 

Violent  event  of  the  year:  Great 
Britain  Lionesses’  rugby  league  tour 
of  Australia. 

Jobsworth  Of  ifae>year  (runner-up): 
the  Chelsea  FC  steward  who  turned 
away  an  improperly-dressed  visitor 
by  the  name  of  Diego. 

Rescue  of  the  yean  die  players  who 
prevented  the  referee.  Luigi  Fedele, 
from  choking  to  death  on  his 
chewing  gum  in  a  match  in  Italy. 

Rock  group  of  the  yean  a  French 
.  heavy  metal  band  called  Aston  Villa. 

Italian  footballer  of  the  year. 
Pierpaolo  Curti.  Serie  C  player  who, 
like  Gaugm.  gave  it  aB  up  to  paint. 

Italian  footballer  of  the  year  (run¬ 
ner-op):  Alessandro  Veronese,  who 

prated  obstructor  of  the  course  Qf 
justice,  who  saved  an  elderly  lady 
who  collapsed  in  a  bar  byperfotro- 
mg  moutlHomouth  resuscitation. 

Reborn  hope  of  the  year.  Once 
ski-jumping  frater- 

ELS.5?"* 10  estab,ish  a  ski- 

jump  in  this  country. 

^Greetings  to  every  one.  and  re-  i 
member,  as  long  as  British  ski- 

eessssk*!***** 
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Dawn  of 
hope  for 
Morning 
Gloiy 

EXILE,  the  Hong  Kong 
yacht  that  lost  two  hours 

after  being  forced  to  restart 
the  Sydney  to  Hobart  race, 
took  the  lead  yesterday 
from  Morning  Glory,  the 
80ft  German  maxi,  which 
was.  however,  expected  to 
overtake  the  smaller  yacht 
again  overnight 
Exile,  a  65-footer,  was 
one  nautical  mile  ahead  of 
Morning  Glory  as  the 
leaders  entered  the  Bass 
Strait  between  the  Austra¬ 
lian  mainland  and  Tasma¬ 
nia. 

About  100  pilot  whales 
and  a  number  of  large 
humpback  whales  joined 
the  race  leaders,  forcing  a 
number  of  yachts  to  take 
evasive  action  to  prevent  a 
collision. 

Dublin  date 

American  football:  Ireland 
win  host  National  Football 
League  teams  for  the  first 
time  on  July  27,  when  the 
Pittsburgh  Steeiers  meet 
the  Chicago  Bears  in  the 
American  Bowl  in  Dublin. 
The  capital  will  become 
the  ninth  dty  to  host  an 
American  BorwL  -which 
was  first  held  at  Wembley 
Stadium  in  1986. 

Doherty’s  cue 

Snooker  Ken  Doherty, 
the  champion,  takes  on 
John  Parrott  in  the  first 
match  of  the  Dr  Martens 
European  League  at  the 
Diamond  Centre,  Irth- 
l'mgborough,  today.  The 
other  matches  are  Ronnie 
O'Sullivan  against  Steve 
Davis,  and  Peter  Ebdon 
against  Jimmy  White. 

Taylor’s  target 

Darts:  PhD  Taylor  will  be 
hunting  a  fifth  world  title 
and  a  record  prize  of 
£45J)00  when  he  begins 
his  latest  defence  of  the 
world  championship  at  the 
Circus  Tavern,  Purfleet, 
Essex,  today. 


Oliver  Holt  on  the  man  providing  divine  inspiration  at  Green  Bay 

White  rules  as  minister  for  defense 


People  laughed  at 
Reggie  White  when  he 
announced  his  deci¬ 
sion.  They  accused 
him  of  sacrificing  the  chance 
of  Super  Bowl  glory  for  mam- 
Jnan  by  rejecting  offers  from 
Dallas  Cowboys  and  San 
Francisco  49exs  and  choosing 
another  team  instead.  White 
had  a  different  story.  He  said 
God  had  told  him  to  come  to 
Green  Bay. 

Once,  perhaps  20  or  30 
years  ago,  his  daim  might 
have  provoked  less  cynicism. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  stronger 
link  then  between  God  and 
gridiron,  a  certain  nobility  in 
the  strivings  of  die  nation's 
.young  men,  the  kind  of  quali¬ 
ties  that  led  to  Roger 
Staubach,  the  Cowboys  quar¬ 
terback  for  much  of  the  Seven¬ 
ties,  being  nicknamed  God's 
quarterback. 

But  the  National  Football 
League  (NFL)  these  days  is  a 
godless  place,  a  place  where 
drug  busts  and  sex  scandals 
are  regular  news,  where  im¬ 
age  and  trash-talking  have 
become  equally,  if  not  more 
important,  than  talent,  where 
commercialism  and  the  rush 
for  'endorsements  is  all- 
powerful 

The  problems  may  be  no 
worse  than  in  other  sports  but 
White’s  pronouncements  still 
appeared  outlandish  in  com¬ 
parison.  especially  as  the 
terras  of  his  four-year,  $17 
million  contract  in  1993  were 
there  for  all  to  see  and  the 
Packers  were  hardly  in  a 
position  to  challenge  for  the 
Super  BowL 

White’s  religious  beliefs  — 
he  is  an  ordained  minister  — 
were  made  all  the  harder -for 
some  to  accept  because  he  has 
become  one  of  the  most  fam¬ 
ous  players  in  the  modern 
game  by  excelling  in  the  art  of 
sacking  the  quarterback  — 
thudding  in  to  him  as  he  tries 
to  pass  nie  ball  and  crumpling 
him  to  the  floor.  No  one  has 
more  sacks  than  him.  Not 
Lawrence  Taylor,  once  of  New 
York  Giants,  not  anyone. 

His  habit,  for  instance,  of 
hurling  players  to  the  floor  in 
pursuit  of  the  quarterback  and 
then  going  back  to  help  them 
up  with  the  assurance  "Jesus 
loves  you”  has  raised  a  few 
eyebrows,  particularly  when 


one  considers  that  he  made  his 
name  with  the  fearsome  Phila¬ 
delphia  Eagles  "body  bag" 
defense  in  the  early  Nineties, 
Eleven  times  in  succession 
now,  his  fellow  professionals 
have  elected  him  to  represent 
his  position  of  defensive  end  in 
the  Pro-JBcwl,  a  kind  of  NFL 
Select;  team. 

But  White,  35.  is  unbowed. 
His  decision  to  move  to  Green 
Bay,  a'  small  community  on 
the  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  a 
town  where  there  is  no  Afri¬ 
can-American  population,  has 
already  been  vindicated  by  the 
generosity  shown  towards 
him  when  his  church  in  his 
native  Tennessee  was  burnt 
down  by  arsonists.  It  will  cost 
more  than  $1  million  to  re¬ 
build  arid  more  than  $200,000 
has  already  been  donated  by 
residents  of  Wisconsin. 

Two  weeks  ago.  the  Packers 


The  Detroit  Lions  have  dis¬ 
missed  Wayne  Fontes,  their 
coach,  after  eight  seasons, 
making  him  the  sixth  NFL 
head  coach  to  lose  his  job 
since  the  end  of  the  season. 
Fontes,  who  had  one  year 
left  of  his  contract,  ' took  the 
Lions  to  just  one  win  in  five 
games  in  the  NFL  play-offs, 
which  led  to  his  downfall. 


awarded  him  a  new  five-year 
deal  worth  $19  million  to  keep 
him  in  Green  Bay  until  the 
end  of  his  career.  The  Packers 
need  not  take  part  in  the  first 
round  of  playoff  matches  this 
weekend  because  their  record 
is  so  good  they  have  earned  a 
bye  as  well  as  home-field 
advantage. 

Two  days  before  the  Pack¬ 
ers'  crushing  defeat  of  Minne¬ 
sota  Vikings  on  Sunday  —  a 
match  White  ended  by  holding 
a  prayer  meeting  on  the  turf  at 
Lambeau  Held  with  players 
from  both  sides  —  be  sat  in  one 
of  the  small  rooms  in  the 
Green  Bay  front  office,  watch¬ 
ing  the  snow  falling  thickly  on 
the  parking  lot  and  speaking 
of  the  reasons  why  God 
brought  him  there. 

“The  people  here  have  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel”  White  said.  “They 
have  responded  to  the  way  I 
feel  about  Christ  and  they  are 


not  offended  by  The  Word.  If  I 
had  gone  to  Frisco  or  Dallas, 
maybe  people  would  have 
been,  but  not  here.  Some  of  the 
things  I'm  trying  to  do  to 
create  opportunities  for 
people,  they  have  responded  to 
that  also.  This  is  a  much 
different  place  to  what  I 
imagined." 

There  are  still  those,  of 
course,  who  find  it  difficult  to 
reconcile  his  wild-eyed  pursu.it 
of  the  quarterback  —  in  what 
is  basically  an  attempt  to 
disable;  temporarily,  an  oppo¬ 
nent  —  with  his  preaching  and 
his  efforts  to  set  an  example  for 
others.  "Football  is  not  vio¬ 
lent,”  he  insisted.  "It  is  when 
people  kill  each  other  and  all 
the  wars  we  have  going  on, 
that  is  violent  What  we  do  is 
not  violent  it  is  aggressive.  We 
do  not  go  out  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  killing  each  other.  It  is  a 
game  which  happens  to  have  a 
lot  of  contact  But  it  is  a 
controlled  contact 
.  “I  have  no  problem  with  it 
because  the  way  I  conduct 
myself  on  the  field  reflects 
something  of  what  I  am  off  it 
When  1  preach,  when  I  talk  to 
somebody  about  the  Lord,  1 
am  very  serious  about  it  All 
the  things  I  do  in  a  physical 
way  on  the  field,  off  the  field,  I 
may  do  them  in  a  spiritual 
way  or  a  mental  way." 


This  year,  the  Packers 
are  likely  to  give 
White  his  best  shot  so 
far  at  winning  the 
Super  Bowl,  a  goal  that  has 
almost  taken  on  the  air  of  a 
crusade  for  him  and  his  fans. 
It  may  be  his  last  chance,  to a 
He  has  been  in  the  league  for 
12  seasons  now  and  probably 
only  has  two  more  left  in  him. 
while  the  Packers,  who  lost 
only  three  of  their  16  games 
tins  year,  may  be  approaching 
their  peak. 

"As  a  football  player,"  he 
said,  "I  would  feel  unfulfilled  if 
I  had  to  retire  without  winning 
a  Super  Bowl.  But  as  a  person, 
no.  1  realise  that  even  if  I  did 
win  a  championship,  if  my  life 
is  not  lived  in  such  a  way  that  I 
am  affecting  other  people’s 
lives,  then  that  Super  Bowl 
ring  will  never  mean  a  thing.” 

NR,  WILDCARD  GAMES:  NFC:  Dates,  v 
Minnesota;  San  Francisco  v  PhladeJpha. 
AFC  Buffalo  v  Jacksonville.  Pittsburgh  v 
hdanapoils 


White  shows  his  opponents  no  mercy  and  leads  the  league  in  quarterback  sacks 


ATHLETICS:  EUROPEAN  CHAMPION  SEEKS  TO  COMPLETE  HAT-TRICK  OF  IMPORTANT  CROSS-COUNTRY  VICTORIES  AT  DURHAM 

Inform  Brown  can  put  icing  on  British  cake 


Raddiffe:  comeback  race 


By  David  Powell 

ATHLETICS  CORRESPONDENT 

TWO  weeks  after  becoming  the  first 
British  man  for  21  years  to  win  a 
senior  international  cross-country 
title,  Jem  Brown  today  attempts  to 
complete  a  hat-trick  of  wins  that 
would  provide  a  fitting  conclusion  to 
1996,  the  year  of  the  British  distance- 
running  revival 

Already  this  month.  Brown.  25,  has 
defeated  Paul  Tergal  tire  world 
champion,  in  a  crosscountry  race  in 
Spain,  following  that  up  with  a 
victory  in  the  European  champion¬ 
ships  in  Charleroi,  Belgium,  where 
he  denied  Paulo  Guerra,  of  Portugal, 
a  third  successive  title.  On  neither 
occasion  was  he  operating  at  full 


throttle.  In  the  Bupa  County  Durham 
cross-country  today.  Brown  may 
need  to  press  the  pedal  to  the  floor. 

He  fates  Daniel  Komen,  the  Ke¬ 
nyan  who  shattered  Noureddine 
Morceli’S  3,000  metres  world  record 
by  4.44sec  in  September  and  whose 
staying  power  is  evident  from  his 
5,000  metres  in  Zurich  in. August 
where  he  recorded  12min  45.09  sec. 
and  his  5,000/10.000  metres  double 
at  the  junior  world  championships  of 
1994.  Last  night  Brown  acknowl¬ 
edged:  "This  wfll  be  my  toughest  race 
so  far." 

Brown  played  the  first  ace  in 
Britain's  hand  this  year  when,  at  the 
world  cross-country  championships 
in  March,  he  finished  as  the  highest- 
placed  European.  Liz  McCoIgan’S 


victory  in  the  Flora  London  Mara¬ 
thon,  and  those  of  Paul  Evans  and 
Marian  Sutton  in  the  Chicago  Mara¬ 
thon,  strengthened  the  British  hand 
in  world  distance-running.  Now 
Brown  is  on  a  winning  run  and  he  is 
seeking  to  become  the  first  Briton  to 
win  the  Durham  men’s  race  since 
Eamonn  Martin  in  1990. 

But  for  developing  a  cold  the  day 
before  the  10,000  metres  final  in 
Atlanta,  Brown  would  no  doubt  have 
finished  top  European  there  too.  but 
narrowly  conceded  rank  to  Stephane 
Franke,  from  Germany. 

If  he  can  give  Komen  a  dose  race,  it 
should  underline  his  belief  that  a  top- 
six  place  in  the  world  championships 

—  in  cross-country  and  on  the  track 

—  is  within  his  scope  in  1997.  Brown 


was  bom  in  Bridgend,  educated  in 
Sheffield  and  Iowa,  and  recently 
moved  from  Duisburg  to  Vancouver. 
His  wife,  Martina,  is  German  and 
Brawn  arrived  from  Dflsseldorf  last 
night  after  spending  Christmas  at  his 
in-laws’.  Komen  was  in  Durham  24 
hours  ahead  of  Brown,  his  early 
arrival  from  Kenya  proof  of  his 
statement  that  he  is  here  to  win,  not 
just  for  an  easy  pay-day. 

This  may  not  be  a  two-man  race. 
Assefa  Mezgebu,  last  year’s  winner, 
from  Ethiopia,  returns  and  there  is  a 
profusion  of  Britons  who  will  be 
seeking  to  make  a  name  in  front  of 
the  BBC  cameras.  They  indude  Neil 
Caddy,  controversially  omitted  from 
the  European  championship  team, 
and  Keith  Cullen,  a  potential  medal 


winner  in  Charleroi  who  caught  flu  a 
week  before  the  race  and  Rob 
Whalley.  who  was  eighth  in  the 
World  Cross-Country  Challenge  in 
Brussels  last  weekend. 

Durham  marks  the  return  of  Paula 
Raddiffe,  who  defends  her  title  not 
having  raced  since  October.  The 
organisers  have  not  been  gentle  on 
her.  lining  up  Gete  Wami,  the  world 
champion,  as  opposition.  Hayley 
Haining,  who  finished  ahead  of 
Raddiffe  in  the  1991  junior  world 
championships  before  prolonged  in¬ 
jury  intervened,  will  be  defending  her 
position  as  this  winter's  British  No  I. 
Raddiffe,  who  broke  Zola  Budd’s 
5,000  metres  British  record  last 
summer,  is  working  her  way  back 
from  a  knee  injury. 


SAILING 

Golding 
in  sight 
of  second 
success 

By  Edward  Gorman 
SAILING  CORRESPONDENT 

MIKE  GOLDING  on 
Group  4  was  on  course 
yesterday  for  back-to-back 
wins  in  the  first  two  legs  of 
die  BT  Global  Challenge 
as  he  raced  towards  Wel¬ 
lington,  in  New  Zealand, 
with  the  highest  average 
speed  in  the  fleet  and  only 
300  miles  to  sail 
Golding’s  crew  were  in 
good  spirits  to  be  finally 
sailing  under  blue  skies 
and  a  steady  breeze  which 
allowed  an  unchanged  full 
sail  plan  for  24  horns. 
"This  was  Santa’s  treat  to 
us  and  our  little  bit  of 
relaxation  —  no  sail 
changes  for  a  whole  day," 
the  crew  reported. 

Golding,  who  won  the 
first  leg  to  Rio  de  Janeiro 
by  just  two  hours  from 
Simon  Walker  on  Toshiba 
Wave  Warrior,  was  al¬ 
most  60  miles  ahead  of  his 
nearest  pursuer,  Andy 
Hindley.  on  Save  The 
Children,  yesterday.  He 
will  need  to  sail  into  a  big 
hole  to  be  chased  that  close 
to  the  line  this  time. 

Farther  bade,  however, 
several  yachts  battling  it 
out  for  fourth  and  fifth 


BT  Challenge  chart . 


places  have  found  them¬ 
selves  becalmed  —  a  cruel 
fate  for  their  crews,  after 
having  survived  all  (hat 
the  Southern  Ocean  has 
thrown  at  them  over  the 
past  month. 

The  victims  are  Richard 
Tudor,  on  Nuclear  Elec¬ 
tric,  Tom  O’Connor,  on 
Pause  To  Remember,  and 
Merfyn  Owen,  on  Global 
Teamwork.  The  beneficia¬ 
ry  is  Richard  Merri- 
weather  on  Commercial 
Union,  who  has  steered  a 
more  southerly  course 
than  his  three  nearest  ri¬ 
vals  and  picked  up  more 
breeze. 

Yesterday,  Commercial 
Union  covered  20  miles  in 
six  hours,  which  was 
enough  to  overtake  both 
Nuclear  Electric  and 
Pause  To  Remember, 
moving  her  into  sixth 
place.  The  next  boat  in  her 
sights  was  Global  Team¬ 
work,  the  most  northerly  of 
the  fleet. 

On  Teamwork,  the  frus¬ 
tration  was  dear  enough. 
Owen  reported:  “The  last 
[position]  poll  has  seen  us 
lose  over  40  miles  to  the 
fleet  in  24  hours.  The  lead 
boats  are  now  in  a  north¬ 
westerly  and  are  pulling 
away  at  nine  knots.  Unless 
something  happens  very 
soon,  we’re  going  to  find 
ourselves  at  foe  bade  of  the 
middle  pack,  instead  of 
very  much  at  the  front. 
After  being  in  the  top  three 
for  most  of  this  leg,  this  is 
almost  too  much  to  bear." 


FOOTBALL 

Ketk-att  3.0  unSess  asxea 
•denote?;  eft  Kta  match 
fxxris  coupon  numbers  di  bracfii 
•  denotes  pitch  nepeaan 

FA  Carting  Premiership 
(11  Arsenal  v  Aston  Vita  .. 

[2}  Che&ea  v  Sheffield  Wed 
13}  Coventry  v  Mtddtesbrougl 

(4>  Derby  v  Blackburn . 

;5lEwerton  vWanbieriDn  .  . 
(Si  *  Lacesler  v  Nottingham 
fn  Manchester  Utd  v  Leads 
iSl  Newcastle  v  Tottenham 


CncLca  . 
Erf-can  .. 


monwide  League 
rstdruoton 

3i  Barrffley  v  Manchester  City 

>i  Bolton  v  Southend  . .  , 

?i  Chacon  v  Wolverhampton 
3]  Crystal  Palaze  v  Slake  .. . 

v  Ipswich  . 
jj  Nansseh  Bradtsrd 
51  CvJanJ  Utd  v  Reading  ■  ■ 
n  Pen  Vale  v  Portsmouth 
3i  Sneff  Ltd  v  Oldham  .  . 

?>  Sendee  Grimsby  . 

&;•  Was:  Eta marsh  v  OPR  ... 
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34 
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35 
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29 
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Second  cHvtelon 

(21)  Brartfort  v  Chesterfield  ... 

(22)  *  Bnstot  Rovers  v  MOmfl 

[23}  Bumtey  v  .. 

(24)  Crowe  v  Bournemouth  . 

(25)  Luton  v  Wycombe  . . 

(26)  Notts  Coirtv  v  Plymouth 

(27)  Petertjarougnv  Wrexham 
128)  Preston  v  Bristol  C*y  .  .. 

(29)  Rotherham  v  Bury  . . 

(30)  Shrewsbury  v  York . 

(31)  Stockport  v  Watford  - 

(32)  Walsall  v  Blackpool  .  - 

P  W  D  L  F 
Brantford...  .  35  13  B  4  41 

Luton  _ _ 24  14  4  6  43 

Bury .  23  IT  8  4  35 

kUtoai  .  25  11  8  6  33 

Stockport.. -■  2S  11  8  6  32 
Watford  — .  24  9  12  3  25 

Wr&harn.  -  23  10  8  5  31 

Chesterfield .  23  n  5  7  23 
Bristol  Csy  ..  W  10  7  7  41 

Buntey . .  24  IT  4  9  33 

Crewe.. _  -  23  12  1  10  32 

Wtessfl _ 24  8  8  10  SB 

BrnmomauAh  25  8  0  11  23 
Shnvsbuy  25  7  810  32 
Bristol  Rovers  25  7  8  10  26 
Preston..  .24  8  5  11  24 

York -  23  8  S  10  24 

BtadkpooU.  24  6  IQ  8  25 
Peterborough  25  6  9  10  37 
Plymouth —  25  B  9  10  29 
Gfcnghan  25  T  6  IS  24 
Wycombe. —  25  6  5  14  22 
Notts  County  24  6  7  12  15 
Rotherham  ..  23  3  7  13  19 


s'-’'- 'y-  v.-v  .-v.’.&r-tjn, 

y '  y‘  v '>-■  -  fn:-;  %■ -L,'1 


Third  division 

(33)  Colchester  v  Ftiham  . „  _  . .t 

(34)  Darlington  v  Layton  Orient  .  ,  t 

(35)  Exeter  v  Cartfitt . 

(36)  Hartlepool  v  Hereford  . 

(37)  Lincoln  v  Chester . • 

(3S)  Mansfield  v  Doncaster .  t 

(39)  Northampton  v  Barnet  . . 

(— )  Rochdale  v  HuS  .  t 

r — )  Scarborough  v  Brighton  ...  .. . 

( — )  Scunthorpe  v  VWgan  . 

(— )  Swansea  v  Cartae  . . 

r — )  Torquay  v  Cambridge  Utd  . 

1  P  W  O  L  P  A  Pte 

Fulton.  ...  25  16  5  4  40  18  53 

c55e  -..  .25  14  7  4  39  24  49 

Surd. ...24  13  5  6  *  30  44 

Wigan.  ....  23  t2  5  6  40  26  41 

Sacrtsea  — ■  24  11  5  B  23  26  •» 

Cardtt -  23  11  4  8  28  24  37 

Chester...  23  10  6  7  27  25  36 

Hul  ..  .  25  811  6  »  27  35 

C&iesw.  _2S  7  13  5  38  30  34 

Northampton  25  9  7  9  84  29  34 

Scurtfbrpa _ 24  10  4  10  34  34  34 

iSSey---  25  10  4  11  25  2S  34 

sHffiwgh'a;  «  Jr  |i  a 

Barrel _  34  8  9  7  25  20  * 

iScSl..  .35  B  rW  3T  38  31 

PS**:.—  84  a  7  9  21  21  31 

SSStS  81?  i  I  i  | 

Bar-" s !  ss  B  || 
ssr-s  i  ss  ass 

SStsr.rH  4  5  16  i  8  8 


Veuxhall  Conference 

(— )  Altrincham  v  Brom&gmue - 

(— )  Fambarough  v  Dover  . -f 

|— j  Gateshead  v  HaStax . . 

(—}  Kidderminster  v  Bath . 

(— )  Northwlcn  v  Morecambe  . . 

(— j  Southpon  v  Hadnestad . 

(— 1  Stalytxidge  v  Ruehden  &  Diamonds 

(— )  Stevenage  v  Hayes  . ...' . 

(— )  Telford  v  WWng . - . 

(-H  Wotong  v  Sough . . . . 

Boll’s  Scottish  League 
Premier  division 

(40)  Aberdeen  v  Hfoerrtan  _ .  . . 

(41)  Cette  v  DunrtemiSne . 

(43  Hearts  v  Motherwell  _  ...  .  . 

(43)  KBmamock  v  Rangers  . 

(44)  Ralth  v  Dundee  Utd . 

First  division 

(45)  Ahx*®  v  Part**  . . . . 

(46)  Clydebank  v  St  Johnstone  . — . 

(47)  Dundee  v  East  Fite . 

(48)  St  Mkren  v  Fatok  . 

(49)  soring  v  Greenock  Monon . 

Second  division 

f— )  Berwick  v  Ayr . . 1 

(— )  Brechin  v  Dumbarton  . — 

)  HamBon  v  Uvligston  . 

f— )  Queen  at  Soutfi  v  Clyde  . . t 

( — )  Stranraer  v  Stenhousemuir  — . 

Third  division 

(— )  Alloa  v  Inverness  CT . . . . 

r — )  Cowdenbeath  v  Albion  . . . 

(— )  East  Sfirlng  v  Arbroath . 

( — )  Forfar  v  Quean’s  Parte  . . . 

DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMston: 
Astostone  v  Gloucester  BsWxfcir  Graves¬ 
end  and  NorthSeeh  Cambridge  City  v 
AsWatct  ChetmsSord  v  Sudbuy  Tn, 
Oiettenham  v  Nuneaton.  Crawley  v  Burton: 
Dorchester  v  Hastings:  Gresley  v  long’s 

WetoriT'  dhrtston:  BeSMiift8?3#^^! 
Dudley  Town  v-SoUkjH  Boro;  Evesham  v 
Biston;  HflncWey  Town  v  Grantham.  Moor 
Green  v  Reddkch;  Paget  R  v  Shepshed  C r. 
RC  Warwick  v  Baums  T:  RothweB  v  VS 
Rugby:  Stourbridge  v  Sutton  Coldfield 
Tonne  Tamworth  v  Stafford.  Southern 
dbWort  CJnderfcxd  v  Trowbridge: 
Orencester  Town  v  Farehnm:  Ctevedar  v 
Bashtey’.  Darttord  v  BucMngjton  Turn: 
Fisher  London  v  Yale.  Reel  T  v  Margate, 
Havant  v  Ertth  and  Belvedere,  Newport 
ncMI)  v  WestorMtuper-Mare:  Sr  Leonards  v 
Foma  Green.  WtferfcmGe  v  Weymouth: 
WKney  v  Tonbridge  Angels. 

OS  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMston:  Yeoui  V 
Guys.  FhardMatoru  Toattnofand  Mdcham 
v  Leyton  Pennant,  Whyweate  v 
Beriiharnswd.  Second  division:  Barkng  v 
ChaHont  St  Potnr;  Motrapaitan  Police  v 
Choohunt;  Wembley  v  Edgwara  Third 
tflvtarion:  Epsom  and  Ewel  v  Wingate  raid . 
Finchley;  Hertford  v  Harlow 
ESSEX  SEMOR  LEAGUE  Premar  rfi- 
vfaian:  BeslCton  U  v  htfbridge  Sports; 
Concord  vBurrtam  Ramblers;  Eton  Manor 
v  Brentwood,  Ford  Unted  v  East  Ham;  IDoro 
y  Snnsted;  Srtmn  Walden  v  Greet 
Wakenng:  Soutnond  Manor  v  Bowers 


UNIBOND  LEAGUE  Premier  division.- 
Bambet  Bridge  v  Btyth  Spartans;  Bishop 
Auckland  v  Borom  Boston  v  Sparvrymoor. 
Choriey  v  Buxton;  Fnckley  v  AJtraon; 
GUteatey  v  Entfey;  Knowaey  v  Gans- 
borough:  Lancaster  v  Marine;  Leek  v 


Pk  Awe  v  Mattock  Tom:  Congtoon  v 
Curzon  Ashton;  DraySsden  v  Grana. 
Eastwood  Town  v  LinaSn  United:  Groat 
Hawmod  v  liigh,  Nettmrfleld  v  Raton; 
RadcMta  v  Warrington;  Stoctafandpe  PS  v 
Ashton  United:  Wraley  Bay  v  Harrogate 
Tmwt  Workington  v  AJnerton  LR;  Worksop 
v  Parsley  Cette. 

GILBERT  LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Aberysi- 
wyth  v  FCnf  Town;  Bnton  Ferry  vEbbwVaJe; 
Caernarfon  v  Camah's  Quay  (2.30): 
Carmarthen  Town  v  Holywell;  Conwy  v 
Newtown:  Cwmbran  v  Cemaee  Bay.  Inter 
Cabie-Tei  v  Wtohpod  (220):  Porthmadog 
v  Berry.  Rhyl  v  Caersus.  Ton  Pertre  v 


COURAGE  COMBINED  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE:  Premier  division:  Ashlsrd  v 
Bedkxt;  Ash  v  Corinthran-Casuals. 
Cblpsiesd  V  Walton  Casuals.  Crarvagh  v 
Cofaham;  Hartley  WWney  v  Godalmng 
and  Guldloid;  Netheme  v  Merstham. 
Rearing  v  Famnam,  Sadus  v  Cove. 
Westfield  v  Fetthem;  VBdng  Sports  v 
RayneS  Park  Vale. 

MINERVA  SOUTH  MIDLANDS  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dMskxr  Bedkxd  v  Letctaortfr 
BigRtaswade  v  Hoddesdon,  Btache  Sparta 
v  Welwyn  Gaidai:  Langford  v  Ariesey 
London  Colney  v  Mriton  Keynes;  Pottets 
Bar  v  Hapanden;  Totkingion  v  Budang- 
ham  Athletic 

LONDON  SPARTAN  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dMsto  rc  Amersham  v  HareBeW;  Croydon  v 
Beaconsfiati  SYCOB:  Sr  Margaretsbwy  if 
Haringey. 


5CREWFK  DIRECT  LEAGUE:  Premier 
division:  BWelord  v  Tonuiglan:  Ctvpporv 
hamvBrtdport 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE:  Premtor  dhrislon:  Bury  Town  v 
Harwich  and  Partaosim;  Ctaclon  v 
Stowmariret:  PeCxstowe  P  and  T  v  Lowes 
toff;  Gortaston  v  Halstead:  March  v 
Hadfeigh  U;  Newmaricei  vDIss;  Sudbury  v 
Sohant  Tptrea  v  WlsbecfT.  Warboys  v 
Greet  YarmoLSh;  WroxRam  v  Woodbodga. 
JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  Fnat  cb- 
vtsion:  BAT  v  Lymingion;  Bemerton  Heath  v 
Eastleigh.  East  Cowes  v  Romsey;  Goapon  v 
BmcteThurst  Petersfield  vAerosauctures; 
Panamouth  v  Wimbome  town;  Ryde  Sports 
v  Bournemouth;  Thalcham  v  Cowes  Sports. 
Whitchurch  v  Ton  on 

UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE:  Fret 
dwtalore  ArundBl  v  SouthwK*;  Halbham  v 
Wick;  Hassncks  v  Horsham  YMCA  wt 
Oak  v  Langnay  Sports,  Oaxwood  v 
Peacahaven  ana  Telscombe:  Paghren  v 
Burgess  HO:  PonfieW  v  Three  Bndgee; 
Sattdean  v  Rtogmer  Shoreham  v  Easi- 
boume  Town,  WmhMh  v  Selsey 
W1NSTONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE:  First 
dbtalon:  Beckenham  v  Heme  Bay.  Canter¬ 
bury  y  Furness:  Cray  v  Ramsgate  Fofce- 
Slorw  Inwcfa  v  Corinthian;  Greenwich  v 
Chatham;  Hyths  v  Deal  Thamesmead  v 
CractennH:  Turibtfftae  WeHs  v  Stede 
Green;  Whttstable  v  Snoppoy,  Wootmch  v 
Fairarshsm. 

BNDSLSGH  NSURANCE  MIDLAND 
COMBINATION:  Pramiar  tfivtatorr  AJ- 
vectoch  v  Worcestero;  CofoshA  v 
Southam;  Handrahan  Timbers  v  Coventry 
Sftfww.  KenAMorffi  v  Wettasboume:  kinga 
Heath  v  Stwtey.  Knowie  v  Richmond  Swtfta: 
Massey  Ferguson  v  Botehal  S,  StuduyBKL 
v  Ht^ais:  West  Mdland  Fve  Service  v 


FOOTBALL 
FA  Carting  Premiership 

Southampton  v  Liverpool  (4  0) . 

Nationwide  League 
FffatdKWon 

Birmingham  v  Tianinere  (2.10)  . 

FAI  HARP  LAGS  NATIONAL  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dUviaoK  Bahemane  v  Home  Farm 
(3.15);  Cork  v  St  Patrick’s  Ath  12.0):  UCD  v 
Brey  (3.15). 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 

Kick -off  30 

CLUB  MATCHES:  Huff  v  York:  Oldham  v 
Stfnson. 

HOCKEY 

JUNIOR  DIVISIONAL  TOURNAMENT  (at 
Often  CoflsoB  Sports  Ground.  BnaoL 
:1CL0) 

WOMEN’S  TERRITORIAL  TOURNA¬ 
MENTS  Under -21  (at  National  HC.  Mrfon 
Keynes,  9 .30);  Under  1S-18  \at  woughton. 
hVfbn  Koynes,  11.0). 


TOMORROW 


RUGBY  UNION 
Kk*-ofl  3  0  unless  stararf 
Tow  match 

CaerphUty  v  Italy  XV . . 

Courage  Clubs  Championship 
First  dMston 

Bnstal  v  Qoucester  . 

Sale  v  Bath  .  . . 

SHU  Inter -district 
championship 
Caledonia  v  Edtoburgh 

(at  MurrmAeld.  zm . 

Glasgow  v  Scottish  Bordets 
(atNawAnniesland.2.0)  .... 


HELLENIC  LEAGUE'  Preirwar  dhrisiorc 
Banbury  v  BracUey.  Burnham  v  Kjittbury 
DidCOt  v  Abingdon  Unted.  Fatttord  v 
Bicester;  Lamboum  Spote.  v  Wantage 
North  Lagh  v  Carterton:  Shortwood  v 
Almondsbury.  Swindon  Si^tem-iaune  v 
HighworOt  TufBey  v  EndsJeigft. 


[NTERUNK  EXPRESS  ALLIANCE:  Btoc- 
vnch  Town  v  Stopcntv*.  Boidmera  St  M  v 
Bareral:  Bridgnorth  v  Stratford  T; 
Chasetown  v  Shi  Inal  T;  Halesowen  H  v 
Sandwcff.  Hnekley  Athletic  v  Pershare  T; 
PBteaU  V  v  Knypersley  V;  Rocester  v 
BtehenhaK 

BANKS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dMston:  Bneriey  HD  T  v  Walsall  Wood; 
Gomel  Am  v  Ttadale:  ttl  Top  R  v  Ludkw  T: 
tutorem  T  v  Cradey  Town;  Stafford  T  v 
Elteigshefl  Hi.  Slouixirt  S  v  Bkxeridi  S: 
WbtvBrhBfnoton  C  v  Lvo  Town:  Wolver¬ 
hampton  United  v  WednestsJd 
NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE: 
Pramiar  dMston:  Denaby  v  Setter 
GBasshoughton  Wettare  v  Swlfield:  Haflam 
v  Arnold;  Hettteld  Main  v  Osaett  Atoton; 
HucfcnaK  v  Amfinorpe  Wed  are;  Lwersedge  v 
AsMtefcfc  North  Femby  v  Belper  Town; 
Ossett  Town  v  Mattby  MW:  Ptokemg  v  Bngg 
Town;  ThacWey  v  Pontatract  Cols 
NORTH  WEST  COUWTES  LEAGUE:  First 
tflvlsltxr.  Blackpool  Rovers  v  Bootle; 
Burecough  v  Rossendale.  Clnheroe  v 
NanhMdt  Hotter  OkJ  Boys  v  Chadderton; 
Kkfagrowe  v  Eastwood  H;  Mosdey  v 
Atharton  Col  Irenes:  Newcastle  Town  v 
Panrtttr  Piescot  Cables  v  Mane  Road: 
Saflard  v  Darwon:  Tr afford  v  SI  Helens-. 
Vaudiali  GM  v  Gtossop  Noth  End 


OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL-  Budwefcser  League:  Chefr 
ter  v  Worthing  (609;  Mandiaster  v  Derby 
(7.0);  Sheffield  v  Leopards  [5 JO): 
Bvirlngham  v  Thames  Valley  (7.0). 

DARTS:  WDC  World  Otempionshlp  fai 

Pwflaei). 

ICE  HtXKEY:  Stfoerleague  Noongham  v 
N0wSO8tkS(7  30} 


FAI  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE: 
Premia  division:  Finn  Harps  v  Shetooume 
p  30):  Sligo  v  Derry  (7  30) 

IRISH  LEAGUE  COCA-COLA  FLOODLIT 
CUP:  First  round,  Drat  leg:  BaUydare  v 
Lntedd.  Batymena  v  Glenavon,  Bangor  v 
Ards.  CariicK  v  Glenoran;  Dtctfiay  v 
CWiorwia:  Lama  v  Crmaoers  Neuny  v 
Coteraiiw.  Omagh  v  PWiaoowa 
PRESS  &  JOURNAL  HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE:  Buck*  Thistle  »  Deveronvala: 
Ctechnacuddfri  v  Fan  Wtitam:  Cam  v 
HunQy:  Hath  v  Hatties:  Losaanauth  v 
Safe  Nairn  County  V  Forres  Meoarocs; 
Pweriwao  v  Ftaserburgh;  Wick  Academy  v 
Brora. 

OLD  BOYS  LEAGUE:  Planter  dMston: 
Old  Krnstwnans  Ftes  v  Old  Ignffliars.  OkJ 

Meadoreans  v  Old  Hampton  Ians:  Old 
Tcnteoreans  v  GTyn  06.  Old  vau^tamra  v 
Latymor  OB.  Qaphann  OX  v  C  Mcaming  OB. 


RUGBY  UNION 
Kick-all  2  JO  unless  stated 
Courage  Clubs  Championship 
First  dnri3lon 

Harlequins  v  Leicester  (2.15) . 

London  Irish  v  West  Hartlepool  (3.0)  ... 

Saracens  v  Orre*  (3D) . 

Wasps  v  Northampton 

(at  Lofhjs  Road.  3  0) .  . 

Second  division 

Nottingham  v  Bedford  (3.0j . 

Richmond  v  Coventry  (3  0) . 

Rotherham  v  BlacMreah  (2  15) . 

Rugbv  v  London  Scottish  . P 

Wakefield  v  Mo3etey  .  ..  . . 

Walerioo  v  Newcastle  (215) . 

Hard  dhrislon 

Fvtoe  v  Leeds  [2.15) .  . 

Havant  v  Hanogete . 

UvBrpool  St  Helens  v  Exeter  . . .  P 

London  Welsh  v  Ctflton  . 

Motley  v  Lydney  (30)  . 

Otiey  v  Whartedaie  (2 15] 

Reading  v  Ro3slyn  Parti  20) . . 

Redruth  v  Walsall  . 

Fourth  division  north 
Aspatrta  v  Worcester 

lal  Beacon  HO  School  215)  . 

Hereford  v  Kendal -  .  ..  .. 

tvKnealon  v  Sloke-on-Ttent  . 

Sandal  v  Lchteid  (2  15)  . 

Shefftetd  v  Manttfrester  . 

Stouitondge  v  Preston  Grasshoppers  ... 
Winrtngton  Park  v  BtorvnghanVSoihuB 
Fourth  efivtston  south 

Askeans  v  Plymouth  .  P 

Camberiey  v  Newbury  . 

Charton  Part  v  Henley . 

Cheltenham  v  Brektng . 

North  Waisham  v  Berry  rtll  . P 

Tabeid  v  High  Wyoorrtoe  . 

Weston-super-Mara  v  Met  Pofce  (3  0) . 
Swalec  Cup 
Fifth  round 

Blackwood  v  Hfornun . 

Welsh  League 
First  dhrislon 

Bndoendv  Tieorchy . 


Dunvant  v  CeapnOy  . 

Neath  v  Uanett . 

Newbridge vEbbw vale  . . 

Newport  v  Swansea  . . 

Second  rflvtston 

Aberavon  v  Caitkff  Inanuta . . . 

Abertiieiy  v  Uandovary  .  - . 

Cross  Keys  v  Bonymaen . 

Mae&iegu  Ystradgyntafa . . . 

PortypoolvAbercynon . 

South  Wales  Pottoev  Blackwood . 

THRD  DIVISION:  Uanharan  v  Butth  Watts; 
Merthyr  v  Kanfig  Hi:  Moutfate  Asn  v 
Penaflh:  Pyte  v  Tondu;  Fttamey  yTredegar: 
Tenby  united  v  Natetth. 

Qub  matches 

Ayr  v  Wigtownshire  (2  0) . 

Bcraugtvrejr  v  Edinburgh  Wndre  (2.Q) 


East  Kifcrfde  v  Cisne  (2.0) . 

,  Forrester  FP  v  Coratorprene  (2.0) - 

Glasgow  HK  v  KJfownock  (2.0) . 

Gtoa  v  Stewart  s  MehdteFP  (20) . 

Glasgow  Acads  v  Maffose  (20). . 

Glasgow  Southern 

v  West  of  Scotland  (2  01 . 

Glenrothes  v  Madras  Cot  FP  (20)  .  . 

Haddington  v  Preston  Lodge  (2.0). .  . 

. 

iSiiisv  Blggar  (20) . . 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 
SHk  Cut  ChaBenge  Cup 
FirsL  round 

Mayfield  v  Ecctes  (20)  . . 

Moldgreen  v  Durham  Unhr  .  P 

Wigan  St  Judes  v  VIAgan  Rose  Br  (2 D). 
Wigan  St  Patricks 

v  Hatton  Simms  Cross . 

Saddteworth  v  Bienbqraugft . 

Dewstxtty  Moor 

v  Upton  and  Fnckley  (2.0J . 

Outton  v  Ideal  ABl . P 

Ovendai  v  Hensingham  (2.0) .  . . 

HOCKEY 

FESTIVAL  MATCH:  Cheam  PrestoenT's  » 
v  Cheam  Fttat  XI  (a  London  Trert^xto 
Grand.  North  Cheam,  noon] 

JUNIOR  DIVISIONAL  TOURNAMENT  (at 
Ctffion  College  Sports  Gtomd,  Bristol. 
10.0) 

MEN'S  CLUB  MATCHES:  Almondsbury  v 
WhUchuch.  Bath  v  Beth  Buccs. 
BtoSGomfield  v  Old  SAs;  Bhteharts  v 
PsIerborD;  Bridgnorth  v  Rnchfietet  Bury  SI 
Ed  v  Suctouy;  Hampton  v  L  Westteigh; 
Haslernere  v  fey;  Leominster  v  Hereford; 
Lewes  A  v  Mid-Sussex  A:  PGSOB  v  Ex 
Hornets:  SheiteU  v  Huddersfield;  Stafford 
v  Wednesbury,  Staines  v  Haslernere;  Tun 
Weis  v  Old  WMamsontene:  WGC  v 
Bedford. 

WOMEN’S  TBrBVrDRlAL  TOURNA¬ 
MENTS:  Under-21  (el  Nationel  HC.  Mfon 
Keynes.  930):  Under  1S-1B  (el  Woughtan, 
Milton  Keynes.  1^0). 

WOVEN -S  CLUB  MATCHES:  Craetyx  v 
Chesluff.  Horsham  v  fforiey.  Hounslow  v 
Epsom:  NorwKti  Union  v  Hattesfon 

OTHER  SPORT 

ATHLETICS:  Bupa  cross  county  Irtfer- 
natxtnal  (at  Duhem). 

BASKETBALL:  Budweiser  League:  Derby 
v  Lerceeter  {7.30;  Worthing  v  Newcastle 
(80)  Nsstonal  League:  Men:  first  *- 
vtetorc  GukffoW  v  Canflff  (BD). 

ICE  HOCKEY:  Superteague:  Bocknsa  v 
Manchester  MO);  Sheffield  v  Nbtttrnton 
1640). 

League:  Piwritorrti^tarE^SSriwteKl 
Ecdes  v  Huttnetens;  Heaton  Mersey  v 
Chuadte;  Poynttn  v  Old  Waorfone; 
Stockport  v  Cheadla  HUme;  Tmpertey  v 
Manor. 

SNOOKEft  Dr  Martens  European  League 

(at  Diamond  Centre.  Iriningborajg^). 


42  SPORT 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28 1996 


THE  TIMES  GUIDE  TO  THE  PREMIERSHIP  THIS  WEEKEND 


ASTON  VILLA 


A  tense  Friday  for  Arsenal  as 
- — —  they  waited  to  see  if  Ian  Wright 
»  would  be  let  off  die  disciplinary 

hook  again.  How  vital  his  goals 
are  to  the  Gunners  and  how  recklessly  he 
gets  himself  into  trouble!  The  return  to  the 
midfield  by  Patrick  Vieira  will  give  it 
greater  bite.  Villa's  recent  form,  destroyers 
of  Wimbledon,  limp  victims  of  Chelsea, 
gives  Arsenal  the  psychological  edge.  But 
they  still  badly  lack  creative  flair  in 
midfield.  Maybe  they  should  look  at  Villa's 
Currie,  only  a  substitute  just  now.  BG 


C  ]  I  Mark  Bosnich  was  not  a  happy 
|  i-  P  bunny  after  the  2-0  defeat 
*  f  against  Chelsea  on  Boxing 
Day.  Villa’s  colourful  custodi¬ 
an  haring  conceded  his  side’s  first  goals  in 
five  matches.  He  was  more  than  a  trifle  at 
fault,  too.  yet  preferred  to  channel  his  ire  in 
the  direction  of  football's  crazy  festive 
programme.  “Why  do  we  run  our  players 
into  the  ground  for  the  sake  erf  entertain¬ 
ment?"  Bosnich  griped.  “They  don’t  run 
racehorses  four  times  in  a  week,  do  they?” 
Foot  little  soldier.  RK 


..-.BLACKBURN  ROVERS 


jr Tony  Parkes  has  done  a  re- 
=  ■*§#■  markable  job  in  uansforming 
-  -  -  =■  Rovers.  Now  he  is  preparing 
for  the  biggest  test  ycL  The 
caretaker  manager  bas  .lifted  his  tempo¬ 
rary  charges  off  the  bottom,  and  now  there 
is  faint  hope  of  a  place  in  Europe,  rather 
than  the  once  very  real  fear  of  relegation. 
But  Rovers  have  still  to  win  away  in  the 
Premiership  this  season,  and  Parks  wants 
to  see  that  depressing  run  dealt  with  this 
afternoon.  He  has  a  worry  over  Colin 
Hendiy,  with  a  leg  injury.  DM 


•J  It  seems  sure  that  Ruud  Gullit, 
v-^n'^  the  manager,  himself  playing 
so  powemilfy'  in  central  d&- 
:  —  fence,  will  keep  die  impressive 
striking  partnership  of  Mark  Hughes  and 
Gianfranco  Zola  that  has  served  Chelsea  so 
well  in  the  last  two  games.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  compare  Zola  with  another 
tiny,  gifted  but  less  consistent  Italian, 
-  Benito  Carbone,  of  Wednesday.  The  return 
of  Eddie  Newton  has  strengthened ^  Chel¬ 
sea^  midfield  Viaili.  Leboeuf  and  Wise 
must  waft  their  time  on  die  bench.  BG 


Gordon  Strachan.  a  manager 
of  only  seven  weeks,  is  now 
bursting  with  confidence  after 
Coventry’s  three  successive 
wins.  - His  purchase  of  Darren  Hudcerby, 
from  Newcastfe.  is  also  proring  a  big  hit  at 
Highfidd  Road,  so  much  so  that  Strachan 
hasofifered  a  few  wee  words  of  wisdom  to 
his  senior  Premiership  colleagues.  "We  h ad 
Darren  down  for  a  week’s  trial  first,  so  we 
could  have  a  look  and  assess  him  properly." 
Strachan  said.  "Perhaps  all  managers 
should  cfo  that"  .  .  ® 


I  DERBY  COUNTY _ | 

A-T&L  Aljosa  Asanovic  will  play 
against  Blackburn  Ravers  this 
-CrrCp  afternoon  after  being  given  a 
•  “tactical  rest"  on  Boring  Day. 
“European  players  are  not  used  to  the 
demands  we  make  over  Christmas  and  the 
new  year,"  Jim  Smith,  the  manager,  said. 
However,  Derby  will  need  more  than  the 
wiles  of  the  inspirational  creative  influence 
nf  the  Croatia  international  as  they  attempt 
to  recover  from  three  successive  defeats  and 
Smith  has  promised  “a  lot  of  scrapping"  in 
the  weeks  ahead.  RH 


EVERTON 


Evert  on  have  been  hit  by  an 
c-_  w  injury  crisis,  with  Dave  Wat- 

-  "  son,  Craig  Short  and  Andy 

— '  Hirichcliffe  all  out  of  the  de¬ 

fence,  Tony  Grant  and  Joe  Parkinson 
struggling  to  be  fit  in  midfield,  and  Andrei 
Kanchelskis  still  battling  against  influenza. 
No  sign  of  them  copying  Middlesbrough 
and  calling  the  game  off,  though.  Instead, 
youth  team  players  Richard  Dunne  and 
John  Hills  stand  by  to  make  their  debuts, 
along  with  Graham  Allen,  who  appeared 
briefly  on  Boxing  Day.  PB 


LEEDS  UNITED 


■"-rf&b"  As  if  Leeds  losing  the  (appar- 
x©?!"'  ently)  easiest  of  their  tour 
holiday  matches,  against  Cov¬ 
entry.  was  not  bad  enough, 
Tony  Yeboah  is  continuing  to  make  waves 
for  George  Graham,  the  manager.  Yeboah 
came  on  for  the  last  18  minutes  against 
Coventry.  “It  was  good  to  get  some  action.” 
he  complained  yesterday,  “but  I  need  to 
start  games  so  I  can  improve  my  fitness 
and  confidence."  Graham  is  more  con¬ 
cerned  about  his  defence  at  Old  Trafford 
today  and  at  Newcastle  cm  January  I.  PB 


|  LEICESTER  CITY  I 

Frank  Clark  had  resigned  just ' 
•V  w-''":  a  few  hours  earlier:  when 
vv:  -'7j;  Martin  O'Neill  ■  preempted  ■ 
questions  by  ruling  himself  but, 
of  contention  for  what  was  that  the  vacant 
managerial  job  at  Nottingham  Forest  The 
mystery  is  why  anybody  should  have 
considered  that  O’Nefll  would  leave 
Leicester,  where  he  is  winning  fresh  acclaim 
with  each  week.  The  sides  meet  at  Filbert 
Street  this  afternoon  and  it  is  a  measure  of_ 
their  relative  progress  that  Leicester's- 
supporters  expect  a  victory.  RH 


•  LIVERPOOL  | 

— — — - — — — - - — — 1 

It  is  said  that  Liverpool  can  not 
-..-'“'T  function  without  Steve  Mo 
VJj*  Manaman,  but  against 
. ■*"**..  Leicester  City,  the  absence  of 
Robbie  Bowler  looked  significant  “We 
missed  him  because  Stan  CoUynMre  is  not 
as  good  at  leading  the  line;’*  Roy  Evans,  the 
manager,  .said  after  the  disappointing 
draw.  Hence  the  urgency  in  getting  Fowler 
fit  from  an  anlde  injury  he  suffered  against 
Wimbledon.  The  forward  trained  yesterday 
morning,  mid  if  there  is  no  reaction  today, 
.then  he  should  play  tomorrow.  DM 


/  .-pzt  y  With  nine  goals  und  Andy  Cole 
J! t.'V  back.  It  has  been  a  brilliant 
Christmas  so  far  for  Alex 
Ferguson,  the  manager,  and 
with  two  home  games  remaining  over  the 
holidays.  United’s  charge  is  beginning  to 
look  ominous.  “The  players  are  looking 
good  and  fresh.”  Ferguson  said.  “We’ve  had 
to  change  the  team  all  season,  so  there's 
nobody,  apart  from  Beckham  and  Cantona, 
who  has  played  a  lot  of  games.  And  haring 
someone  like  Andy  Cole  returning  after  his 
injuries  and  illness  is  a  major  boost"  PB 


An  annus  korribiiis  could  end 
on  an  improved  note  at  Coven¬ 
try  today.  A  win  would  certain¬ 
ly  endorse  the  assertion  of 
Bryan  Robson,  the  manager,  that  the 
Boring  Day  victory  against  Everton 
indicated  his  troubled  side  had  finally 
“turned  a  comer".  Mere  survival  may  not 
be  enough  to  persuade  Ravanetli  to  stay  for 
long  but  Robson  declared:  “A  lot  of  people 
said  this  dub  couldn’t  attract  top  players. 
We  have  and  now  people  are  trying  to 
make  it  fall  down."  LT 


Some  home-spun  philosophy 
from  Terry  McDermott,  the 
assistant  manager,  about  the 
current  troubles.  “We  can’t 
quite  put  our  finger  on  why  we  are  getting 
beat,  but  it  probably  has  something  to  do 
with  the  fact  that  three,  four  or  even  five  of 
our  players  are  not  playing  up  to  the 
standard  we  know  they  are  capable  of." 
Could  be  on  to  something  there,  Terry. 
Relief  could  be  provided  by  David  Ginola, 
who  is  in  line  for  a  return  fbflowing  a  calf 
injury.  DM 


L  SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY  \ 

m&m  It  has  been  a  frustrating  route 
Wg  bade,  but  Regi  Blinker  should 
return  to  the  starting  line-up 
against  Chelsea  for  the  first 
time  since  his  suspension  by  FIfa  for  signing 
contracts  with  two  different  dubs.  “It  is 
annpying  enough  to  lose  your  place,  but  to 
lose  it  because  of  paperwork  is  very  difficult 
to  accept he  said.  “But  I  am  back  in 
contention,  and  I  just  want  to  play  and 
forget  about  the  incident."  Mind  you,  he 
may  find  it  hard  for  a  few  weeks  after  a 
£30,000  fine.  DM 


U - j  SUNDERLAND _ J 

I  rln  I  Rumours  that  Peter  Reid,  die 
l  \®/ J  manager,  might  be  tempted  to 
transfer  his  talents  to  Notting¬ 
ham  Forest  were  laughed  off  by 
the  man  himself.  “I’m  happy  where  I  am," 
he  said  yesterday.  And  so  Reid  should  be. 
He  is  one  of  the  five  best-paid  managers  in 
the  Premiership.  Sunderland,  away  at  West 
Ham  today,  are  without  Kerin  Ball,  who 
has  a  broken  jaw,  Gareth  Hall  and  Martin 
Scott  are  also  injured.  Reid  admitted:  “We 
are  going  to  be  stretched  at  the  back  for  the 
next  three  weeks."  LT 


-v  NOTTINGHAM  FOREST 


...  In  a  dismal  seasorCihe  dev- 
dopment  of  Alf-fnge  Haaland 
has  offered  a  morsel  of  cheer.. 
Now  Fbrestaire  facing  up  to  the 
possibility  of  losing  the  combative  midfield 
player,  a  Norway  international.  His  con¬ 
tract  expires  at  the  end  of  the  season^  and 
Leeds  United  have  already  shown,  interest 
With  Manchester  United  also  believed  to  be 
monitoring  the  situation,  Haaland  said, 
somewhat  ominously:  “I  want  to  stay,  but 
file  conditions  of  the  contract  have  to  be 
right  for  me."  RH 


SOUTHAMPTON 


'  HOW  THEY  STAND 


P-Pts. 


1  Uvarpboh. _ . 20 

-2  Arsenal . 19 

3  Manchester  Utd . 18 

4  Wfirnbledon . IB 

5  Aston  Vflta . 19 

6  Newcastle . . . 19 


Goal  Last  five 
efiff  Ige  games 
" +18—-  CWWDD 
+17  WWDLD 
+16  WDOWW 
+8  DWWWL 
33  +10  WWWVUL-: 
+7  LDLDL 


:  ,._.J  GMsea.2:: . .  19  ai“ 


,  8Evwicru . . 19  2B  +4'r.Vit 

B-.TbBenherii . ....  19  28  +27 ' 

itfQ Sheffield  Wed _ _ 19  27  -I  D 

-<‘17  Sunderland - -  19  23  -7.  Jl 

- —  19  22 

•  -13  . - .  19  22 

14  L8ea&~;~ 19  -  22 - -T  W 

15  Covenliyv . . . 19  19  -8  U 

v  16  West  Ham . .  18  18  -0  I 

•  17  Mrddtesbrough  19  .18  -10  l 

18  Blackburn . .  - . 18  16  -6  D 

l9Southamptoo.™.....;.:_19  16  -8.'  ] 
20  Nottm  Forest  .U* - 19  13-  -18  ••  ■  >1 


OOm  Forest  '.U* _ 19  13.-.  -18  • 

•'*  vu  \ 

• W  •• ;  ^  -  • 


Lr^J|r?  Southampton  have  scored  once 
I  '+a'I  In  every  Premiership  away 
game  this  season,  yet  lost  afl 
but  twa  “We  were  in  a  very 
generous  Christmas  mood,"  Graeme 
Souness,  the  manager,  said  of  the  Boxing 
Day  defeat  by  Tottenham.  “Unless  we  stop 
giving  away  goals,  we  will  go  down" — not  a 
prospect  mentioned  hitherto.  Hie  injured 
Maddison  is  unlikely  to  face  Liverpool  and : 
Modkou  and  Oakley  are  unwell,  but  Soun¬ 
ess  will  count  on  die  return  of  Le  Ussier,  a 
scoring  substitute  at  Tottenham.  NS 


3 TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR  \ 

Gerry  “4-4-2”  Francis  is  hardly 
v>  the  most  versatile  or  experi- 
ggp  mmtai  of  managers,  yet  he  per¬ 
haps  offered  a  glimpse  of  the. 
brave  new  world  at  White  Hart  Lane  when, 
after  half-time  against  Southampton  on 
Boxing  Day,  he  revealed  a  three-strong 
defence  of  Campbell,  Scales  and~Calder- 
WDod.  Tottenham  went  on  to  win  3-1. 
stretdiing  their  unbeaten  ran  to  four 
games,  "and  Steffen  Iversen  also  scoredidsT 
first  goals  for  the  dub.  Dreamy  days  ahead 
or  yet  another  false  dawn?  RK 


PH 


WEST  HAM  UNITED 


With  tire  team  blowing  so  cold, 
the  only  bubble  at  Upton  Park 
these  days  is  die  one  covering 
the  pitch.  Filled  with  hot  air,  it 
should  ensure  that  the  match  against 
Sunderland  today  goes  ahead.  But  do  not 
expect  a  classic  as  Harry  Redknapp.  the 
manager,  asks  his  players  to  exchange  flair 
for  fortitude.  "We  need  a  couple  of  nils," 
Redknapp.  who  knows  that  defeat  could 
send  his  team  into  the  bottom  three,  said 
yesterday.  “We  have  got  to  get  back  to  being 
hard  to  beat."  Were  they  ever?  KP 


The  decision  of  Graham  Poll, 
the  referee,  to  postpone  the 
Baring  Day  game  with  West 
Ham  United  was  frustrating 
but  inevitable,  according  to  Joe  Kmnear,  the 
manager.  The  goalmouth  in  the  shadow  of 
the  new  Hdmesdale  Road  stand  was  “like 
concrete,  and  dangerous",  he  said,  "but  ft 
may  be  a  blessing.  We  may  be  going  up  to 
Everton  a  tittle  fresher  than  them."  The 
injured  ankle  of  Chris  Perry  would  have 
ruled  him  out  on  Thursday,  but  he  has  “an 
outside  chance"  of  playing  today.  NS 


ARSENAL  v 
ASTON  VILLA 

TICKETS:  Sold  out 


It 


CHELSEA  v 

SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY 

TICKETS:  Seats  available 


10-YEAR  RECORD:  2-1.  — .  2-3.  04. 5-0.  0-0. 0-1. 1-Z  0-0. 2-0 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

ARSENAL  (from):  J  Lukic,  L  Doran.  A  Ltfttghan.  A  Adams,  P  Viera, 
M  Keown.  S  Boutd.  N  Wlnlefbun.  R  Parlour,  p  Merson.  D  Bergkamp. 
I  Wnght,  M  Rose.  R  Garde.  S  Morrow.  J  Hartson  V  Bertram,  P  Shaw 

ASTON  VILLA  (from).  M  Bosrwch.  F  Nelson.  A  Wnght,  U  Ehragu, 
S  Staunton,  ft  Samcca,  A  Townsend.  M  Draper.  I  Teyfir,  s  NEtosavic. 
D  Y arte,  S  Cures:.  J  Joachim.  T  Johnson.  C  Tiler.  L  Hendrie.  G  Far refly, 
M  Oakes. 


10-YEAR  RECOTO:  2-0. 2-1.  -.  +0  —.  0-2. 0-Z  r-J.  1-1.  OO 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

CHELSEA  (tramj;  F  Grodaa,  0  Petrescu.  R  Guai.  F  Leboeuf .  S  Oarice 
A  Myers.  G  Viailt.  M  Hughes.  D  Wise.  M  Dubeny.  C  Buriey.  Rd>  MaSeo 
S  Mima,  F  Snc lair.  G  2o(a,  E  Newton 


,  D  Wise.  M  Dubeny.  C  Burley.  Rcfi  Matreo. 
E  Newton 


TICKETS:  Seats  avafabte  _ _ 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  3-0, 2-2, 1-1,  M.  1-2, 2-0,  Od  3-2.  OC.  2-4. 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

E1®?T0N  (Itotij;  N  SouJhafl.  P  Gerrard,  E  Barrett,  D  Unswotth, 
A  Kancheiskis.  N  Barmby,  j  EbbreB,  A  Grant.  J  Parkinson.  D  FfergLBon, 
G  Speed,  C5  Stuart,  M  Branch,  P  Riideoul.  M  Jackson,  P  Hotel  on 

WnffiLSSONfirom)  N  Sullwan,  K  Cunningham,  A  Kimbte,  V  Jones. 
□  Biacfcwell.OLeonftawteen.R  Earle,  E£te*u.  DHoMSworth.M  Gayle. 
C  Penv.  J  Goodman.  A  Romes.  A  Thom,  a  McAfcter.  N  Ardfey. 
S  Castafine,  M  Harford.  A  Ctarta,  J  EueB,  P  Faar,  P  Hs^d 


LEMWfS  SCORERS 


14:1  Wright  (Arsenal) 

11:  R  Fowtar  (Liverpool),  AShearor  (Newcastle  Unted) 

1ft  DYorta  (Aston  VKa) 

ft:  O  G  SoWtjaar  (Manchester  Urtte^,  F  Ravened  (MMeflasbreugh) 
M  Le  Ttoaer  (Southampton 
ft  G  Vaff  (Chebna).  E  Btoku  (WlmbJodon) 

7:  L  FenSnmd  (Newcastle  United}.  R  Earle  (Wfmbtodon) 


.CHAMPIG9IS tBP  S&'WG 


7-4  LiwpodL  04:  MsinchastBr  United.  7-2:  Arsenal.  0-1: 
Nemsste  United.  10-1:  Aston  Vffla,  20-1;  Chelsea,  40-1:  Everton. 
Wimbledon.  100-1;  Tottenham  Hotspur 


SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY  (from):  K  Pressman,  P  Atherton. 
D  Stelanovic.  J  Newsome.  S  Oakes.  D  Wafer,  1  Ncian,  S  tteot. 
G  Whittingham.  G  Hyde.  M  Ferrtbndge.  R  Blinker.  R  Humphreys, 
A  Booth,  D  Hirst,  L  Briscoe,  M  VWSamft  W  Cains.  B  Untohan. 
O  Trustfull.  8  Carbone. 


“  LEICESTER  CITY  v 

NOTTINGHAM  FOREST 

TICKETS:  Sold  out  _ 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  3-1.  — .  -.  1-0. 2-4  - 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

LEICESTER  CITY  (from);  K  Keller.  S  Grayson.  J  Watts.  S  Prior.  C  Hill. 
f  Rolling,  S  Campbell.  M  i22ef.  M  Robras.  S  Oandge  E  Heskey. 
N  Lawon.  N  Lewis.  G Parker.  STaylor,  J  Lawrenoe,  K Ftodto. 

NOTTINGHAM  FOREST  (tom):  M  Crosstey.  S  Pearce.  C  Cooper. 
S  ChetHe,  D  Saunders.  K  CampbeS.  I  Woan.  N  Jeritan.  C  Alien. 
A-1  Haaland.  N  Ctough.  S  Gemmffl,  J  Lee,  8  Roy,  D  LytBe, 
S  Bathe™**,  A  Fates. 


,  *  %  >.  WEST  HAM  UNITED  v  '  > 

SUNDERLAND 

_ TICKETS;  Seats  auaSaUe  _ _ 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  — .  -.  W).  H,  -,  - 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

WEST  HAM  UNITED  (tram):  L  Mklosto,  M  Bowen.  M  Heper,  S  Btffc, 
J  Dicks.  K  Rowland.  J  Moncur,  I  Bishop.  M  Hughes,  M  Newed, 
H  Porfino;  D  WiSamson.  F  Lampatd.  F  Radticiciu.  SFotta,  L  Seatey 

SUNOettAND (from): LPeretG Han. DKubfcki  MGay-AMaMto. 
R  Ord.  D  Kfi#y,  A  Ree,  P  BraccweB.  S  Agnew,  m  Smith:  C  RwwiL 
P  Stewart  D  Preeco,  S  Aision,  P  Hectengbottom.  D  WBams. 
OHoftaway 


4JVSL-  COVENTRY  CITY  v  • 

I  I  I  '  MIDDLESBROUGH  9 

UK  TICKETS:  Seats  avafebie  9 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  — .  — .  3-4.  -.  — .  2-1.  — .  — ,  0-0. 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

COVENTRY  CITY  (from)  S  Ogrizemic,  R  Shaw,  L  ttetah.  D  Dublin, 
P  Williams.  P  Tetter.  K  Richardson.  G  McAllister,  J  Satato,  N  Whelan, 
D  Hudcarby.  E  Jess.  B  Borrows.  R  Genaux.  W  Boland.  J  F3an 

MIDOLESWIOUGH  (from):  G  Wafch.  N  Cox,  C  Moris.  S  Vickers. 
Emerson.  M  Beck.  Jurthho.  F  Ravanettr.  C  Btadkmore,  C  Htgnctt, 
C  Uddta.  J-A  F]ortott.  C  Freestone,  M  Surrmerbefi.  ' 


i-  MANCHESTER  UNITED  V  s  . 
—  - — LEED($  UNITED  '  ' 

_ I.  ‘nCKETS:  Sold  out  _ _ 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  -,  — .  — W.  M.  thO.  00.  t-0. 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

MANOHESTBT  LfNnSJ  (from):  P  SchmercheL  G  NewSe.  D  May, 
R  Johnsea  D  Irwin.  D  Beckham  N  Butt,  E  Cantona,  fl  Grigs. 
P  Schotes,  O  G  Scfekjaer.  P  NevSe,  A  Cote.  K  Poborsky,  B  MCUar, 
P  Thomtey,  R  rah  der  Gouw.  R  Keana. 

LEHJS  UNITED  (from):  N  Mariya  C  Pafrner,  D  Wethend.  P  Beeetoy, 
A  Dorigo.  G  KNty,  M  Jackson,  l' Bowyer,  LRadebe.  G  HflBe;  L  Sharpe. 
I  Rush,  B  Deans,  A  Yeboah.  R  Wtdtece.  R  Harts,  M  Frird.  M  Boerwy. 


TOMORROW 


SOUTHAMPTON  v  \  °  / 

LIVERPOOL  '  7 

.  TK3CTS:  Said  out 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  2-1, 2-2, 1<3, 4-1.  1-0,  M.  S-l,  +2,  fra  1-3 


HOWTHEYUNE19 

SOUTHAMPTON  (from):  D  Beasant,  C  Lundskvam,  U  van  Gdbbel, 
A  Nefcoa  E  Bertoric.  R  Safer.  M Oakley,  M  La  Tfcwar.-J  Mutton, 
E  Osfenstad.  G  Watson,  m  Robinson,  S  Basham.  D  Hughas 
KMonkou.  •  '  • 


_ 10-YEAR  RECORD:  3- a  — .  — .  — .  0-2.  — .  _  _ 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

DTOf  COWTY  Aram):  R  Houtt,  M  Taylor,  J  Laureen.  L  Caslsv 
G Ftoiwtt,  D  Yates. P McGrath,  1  Siimac. CPowofl,  D Powell  S Ftvnn' 
A  Asanovic.  P  Troflqpa.  C  Daffy,  0  Sturridge,  A  Ward,  M  Gabbiadmi.  ’ 


SSSKri.6  ^  S  GNen.  G  ftntonjT^G^S 


NEWCASTLE  UNITED 
TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR 


TICKETS:  Soto  our 
10-YEAR  RECORD;  I -1,2-0, 2-2. 

HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 


.0-1. 3-3.  M 


D  May,  NEWCASTLE  UNITED  (bond:  P  Smicefc  W  D  _ 

'.as 

PAtoartPWwxt  ““.-arrarap,  h.GiBeapie.s  Watson,  LOaric. 


WH£)4  TO  WATCH  ON  THLE^trvT 


LIVERPOOL  (from):  D  James.  0  Mafiao,  Si 
M  Wrigte.  N  Ruddock,  P  flabb,  J  Barnes,  S  M 
SCoOymcra.  R  Fowter.  AWamw.PBarge*. 


JMcAtesr, 
M  Thomas. 


SonthtenptnnrvUiierpool  (Bra) 


Is  at  htwftf?w*w^rSoacomT 


t. 
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FOOTBALL 


Middlesbrough’s 
sick  excuse  stirs 
festive  headache 


THANKS  to  Middlesbrough 
Football  Club,  the  old  year 
ends,  and  the  new  one  begins, 
with  a  most  serious  hangover, 
a  challenge  to  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  principle  that  the  game  is 
played  for  the  supporters. 

Already,  the  ramifications 
of  Middlesbrough's  refusal  to 
play  their  FA  Carling  Premier¬ 
ship  fixture  at  Blackburn 
Ravers  a  week  ago  can  be  felt 
at  both  ends  of  the  table. 
Blackburn  and  Middles¬ 
brough,  fresher  than  their 
opponents,  had  vital  wins  in 
their  next  fixtures  on  Boxing 
Day. 

Blackburn  bear  Newcastle 
United,  who  already  had  the 
handicap  imposed,  for  the 
benefit  of  television,  of  having 
played  Liverpool  in  the  north¬ 
east  on  Monday  night  And 
Middlesbrough,  fielding  clos¬ 
er  to  a  full  team  than  Everton, 
produced  their  first  league  win 
in  13  games  stretching  back  to 
September  14. 

So,  on  the  face  of  it  the  dubs 
involved  in  the  no-show  stole  a 
march  on  other  teams  in  the 
midst  of  the  congested  fixtures 
programme.  That  Is  bad 
enough:  h  cannot  be  proved 
that  the  results  would  have 
been  different  had  the 
fixture  list  not  been  re¬ 
neged  upon.  But,  long 
before  the  FA  Premier 
League  inquiry  into 
Middlesbrough's  claim 
that.  23  hours  before 
kick-off  at  Ewood  Park, 
they  had  23  profession¬ 
als  unfit  through  illness  and 
injury,  damage  has  been  done. 

First  and  foremost  the  los¬ 
ers  are  spectators.  Imagine 
those  who.  in  these  days  of 
high-priced  seating,  had 
looked  at  the  schedule  in 
advance,  had  planned  their 
business,  their  budget  or  their 
family  life  so  that  they  could 
watch  the  Brazilians  of  Mid¬ 
dlesbrough,  who  could  well  be 
passing  through  England  far 
just  one  season. 

Even  with  so  much  tele¬ 
vision.  1996  showed  us  the 
communion  between  support¬ 
ers  and  players  that  has 
always  has  beat  fire  essence  of 
the  sport  Did  not  Germany 
rake  out  an  advertisement  at 
the  end  of  Euro  96  to  thank  the 
people  for  “bringing  home” 
this  very  principle? 

And  what  during  the  12 
months,  was  more  significant 
than  the  fact  that  more  than 
one  million  people,  lovers  of 
the  game  or  just  those  attract¬ 
ed  by  the  hype,  passed 
through  the  nine  stadiums 
used  for  that  tournament  and 
no  one  was  hurt  by  the 
experience?. 

Second  to  the  supporters  is 
the  integrity  of  the  competi¬ 
tion.  Doubtless*  Middles- 


ROB  HUGHES 


Weekend  View 


brough  are  working  on  doc¬ 
tors'  notes  for  all  23  of  their 
players  caught  in  the  sudden 
epidemic.  Doubtless,  Middles¬ 
brough,  blaming  others  for 
the  way  Emerson,  with  his 
truancy,  has  messed  them 
about  feel  isolated  and  belea¬ 
guered  as  a  dub. 

However,  when  it  came  to 
Thursday,  all  the  Middles¬ 
brough  big  guns  —  Emerson. 
Juninho,  Ravandii,  and  Beck 
—were  fit  and  well  to  overrun 


‘They  should  make  them 
play  Blackburn  without 
any  of  the  23  ailing  men’ 


Everton.  I  leave  it  there,  for  it 
is  the  Premier  League  inquiry 
that  must  determine  the  facts. 
But  already  the  playing  field 
has  been  tilted  this  Christmas. 
I  doubt  it  was  ccinddence  that 
Newcastle  lost  at  Blackburn 
and  that  Liverpool  could  not 
brat  Leicester  City  at  Anfield, 
three  days  after  their  exhaust¬ 
ing  encounter  at  St  James' 
Park. 

1  watched  Aston  Villa,  again 
in  a  match  rescheduled  for 
television,  dismantle  Wimble¬ 
don  SO  on  Sunday.  Then  a 
Villa  team  that  looked  decid¬ 
edly  stale  dam  succumbed 


Emerson:  played  truant 


2-0  at  home  to  a  refreshed 
Chelsea  on  Thursday. 

So,  where  in  the  past  it  was 
only  weather  that  could 
tamper  with  the  evenness  of 
the  demands  on  footballing 
fixtures,  there  are  now  other 
factors  that  can  achieve  this.  It 
is  business  more  than  sport, 
and  perhaps  if  the  British 
public  wants  Id  see  so  many 
exotic  overseas  talents,  h  must 
be  accepted  that  the  paymas¬ 
ters  are  now  television,  spon¬ 
sors,  and  commercial 
concerns.  But  woe  betide  any¬ 
one  who  believes  that  specta¬ 
tors  are  expendable. 

What  is  to  be  done?  Black- 
bum  have  already  called  for 
Middlesbrough  to  be  made  to 
forfeit  the  three  points.  Would 
that  be  deterrent  enou 
though?  Would  it  even  be 
to  others  —  be  they  in  the 
relegation  zqne,  or  even  the 
quest  for  a  place  in  Europe, 
which  is  not  beyond  the 
dreams  of  Middlesbrough 
and  Blackburn  Rovers? 

One  imagines  an  easy  op¬ 
tion  would  be  to  fine  Middles¬ 
brough.  say,-  E 150,000  and 
reschedule  the  match.  If  the 
advantage  already  gained  is 
the  turning  point  of  Middles¬ 
brough's  fortunes,  h 
would  be  cheap  at  the 
price.  My  son.  cursed, 
perhaps,  by  the  bug  of 
dub  loyalty,  considers 
that  the  Premier  League 
should  call  Middles- 

_ ^  brough's  bluff  and 

make  them  play  Black¬ 
burn  without  any  of  the  23 
ailing  men. 

The  punishment  has  no 
precedent  in  the  five  years  of 
the  Premier.  League.  A  dub 
crying  off  from  a  fixture  in  this 
way  was  not  foreseen,  al¬ 
though  in  the  Football  League, 
the  articles  dearly  state  that 
failure  to  fulfil  a  fixture  “with¬ 
out  just  cause"  would  be 
deemed  guilty  of  misconduct 

Taking  care,  in  such  times 
when  a  dub  from  the  Premier¬ 
ship  might  challenge  through 
the  courts  for  restraint  of  trade 
were  they,  for  example,  to  be 
demoted.  I  suggest  that  Janu¬ 
ary  14  (the  date  of  the  inquiry) 
is  a  pivotal  date  for  the  whole 
structure. 

In  olden  times,  when  Alan 
Hardaker,  the  League  secre¬ 
tary,  regarded  himself  as  a 
supremo  and  had  no  tolerance 
with  dub  excuses,  authority 
would  have  been  Draconian. 
Now,  because  the  future  de¬ 
pends  on  it  the  20  chairmen  of 
the  Premiership  must  be 
brought  together,  must  decide 
among  themselves  what  pun¬ 
ishment.  and  what  safeguard 
for  their  future  business,  can 
be  determined-  They  start 
from  scratch,  and  they  face  a 
perilous  precedent. 


Ogrizovic  poised 
to  pass  record 


By  Russell  Kempson 


AS  THE  matches  arrive  thick 
and  fast,  the  injuries  escalate 
alarmingly,  dub  physiothera¬ 
pists  work  overtime  and  the 
FA  Girling  Premiership  car¬ 
ries  on  regardless.  Groans 
and  moans  "can  be  heard  all 
over  the  land  yet  the  average 
spectator.  understandably, 
will  offer  little  sympathy  to  the 
C20.000-a-week  performers. 

Rather  more  regard  will  be 
held  today  for  Steve  Ogrizovic. 
39.  the  Coventry  Chy  goal¬ 
keeper.  When  he  steps  out  at 
Highfidd  Raid,  for  tne  visit  of 
Middlesbrough,  it  will  be  his 
544th  appearance  for  the  dub. 
passing  the  record  set  by 
George  Curtis,  the  former 
Coventry  centre  back,  26  years 
ago. 

Ogrizovic.  a  member  of  the 
dub's  19S7  FA  Cup-winning 
side,  did  not  play  for  Coventry 
until  a  month  before  his  27th 
birthday,  after  a  E7Z000  move 
from  Shrewsbury  Town  in 
19S4.  He  had  spent  the  early 
part  of  Ids  career  as  under¬ 
study,  mostly  non-playing,  to 
Ray  Clemence  at  LiverpooL 

"To  beat  George's  record 
means  a  tremendous  amount 
to  me,"  Ogrizovic  said  yester¬ 
day.  “He  is  a  folk  hero  in  these 
pans,  for  what  he  has  done  for 
Coventry,  and  when  I  went  to 
see  him  recently  in  hospital, 
where  he  was  having  a  new 
knee  fitted,  he  wished  me 
ail  the  best  regarding  the 

record." 

Though  still  fit  and  healthy. 
Ogrizovic  feds  it  is  unlikely 
that  he  will  emulate  Peter 
Shilton.  46.  who  reached  ihe 
milestone  of  1,000  league 
games  a  week  ago.  "1  spoke  ro 
Peter  last  week  and  what  he 
has  achieved  is  an  absolutely 

tremendous  feat  that  I  don’t 
think  will  ever  be  repeated,” 


he  said.  "I’d  have  to  play  for 
another  nine  to  ten  years,  until 
I'm  nearly  50,  to  get  anywhere 
near  it." 

Middlesbrough  will  not  rest 
on  sentiment,  especially  as 
they  have  at  last  glimpsed  the 
tiniest  shaft  of  light  at  the  end 
of  the  Premiership  tunnel.  The 
4-2  win  against  Everton  on 
Boxing  Day  was  their  first 
success  in  14  league  matches 
and.  apparently,  their  casually 
list  has  dwindled,  too. 

“Iris  just  pleasing  to  remem¬ 
ber  what  a  victory  is  like." 
Bryan  Robson,  the  Middles¬ 
brough  player-manager,  said. 
“WeVe  still  got  a  lex  of  injuries 
within  the  dub  but,  fortunate¬ 
ly,  the  virus  appears  to  have 
eased  a  bit  in  the  last  few  days 
and  we've  only  got  two  players 
down  with  it” 

Kevin  Keegan,  the  New¬ 
castle  United  manager,  bas 
received  little  Christmas  cheer 
but  may  have  something  to 
-smile  about  at  last  after 
Tottenham  Hotspur  have  left 
St  James’ Park. 

Newcastle*  tide  challenge 
has  faded  lately  —  they  are 
without  a  win  in  seven  match¬ 
es  —  but  Keith  Gillespie,  die 
winger,  remains  upbeat  “We 
still  believe  in  ourselves,"  Gil¬ 
lespie  said.  “It  will  take  just 
one  .  win  to  turn  our  season 
round.  The  main  problem  is 
getting  it" 

Roy  Keane,  the  Manchester 
United  midfield  player,  re¬ 
turns  from  injury,  probably 
on  the  substitutes’  batch,  for 
the  game  at  home  to  Leeds 
United. 

Matthew  Le  Ussier,  the 
Southampton  midfield  player, 
should  start  a  game  for  the 
first  rime  in  more  than  a 
month  when  Liverpool  visit 
The  Dell  tomorrow. 


Wright  to 
learn  his 
fate  over 
dismissal 

By  Russell  Kempson 

ARSENAL  are  likely  to  hear 
on  Monday  if  their  appeal  to 
have  annulled  lan  Wright’s 
sending-off  against  Notting¬ 
ham  Forest  a  week  ago  has 
been  successful  Stephen 
Lodge,  the  referee,  and  John 
Holbrook,  his  assistant.  wiU 
spend  the  weekend  reviewing 
the  incident 

Lodge  dismissed  the  Eng¬ 
land  striker  for  allegedly  “rak¬ 
ing"  Nikola  Jerkan,  the  Forest 
defender,  with  his  studs. 
Though  Lodge  did  not  see 
what  happened,  he  took  ad¬ 
vice  from  Holbrook  before 
deciding  on  the  punishment 
Arsenal  later  claimed  that 
Jerkan  had  been  over-dramat¬ 
ic  and  that  the  sending-off 
should  be  reduced  to  a  book¬ 
ing.  The  Football  Association 
has  subsequently  asked  the 
match  officials  to  review  a 
tape  of  the  incident  ; 

A  punter  has  placed  a  bet  of 
£10,000  on'  Manchester 'Uni¬ 
ted  to  win  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership.  It  forced 
Ladbrokes,  the  bookmaker,  to 
cut  United's  odds  from  94  to 
2-1  second  favourites,  behind 
Liverpool  at  7-4. 

Ian  WasselL  a  Ladbrokes 
spokesman,  said:  “I  think 
people  are  remembering  how 
United  came  from  behind  to 
beat  Newcastle  last  term.” 

Gary  Breen,  the  Ireland 
and  Birmingham  City  central 
defender,  is  likely  to  be  side¬ 
lined  for  a  month  after  being 
allegedly  assaulted  in 
London.  He  was  struck  on  the 
head,  and  sustained  a  broken 
hand,  after  bring  confronted 
by  a  group  of  men  who  hod 
surrounded  his  car  outride  a 
restaurant 


Derby’s  lost  gem  showing  true  worth 


DEAN 

STURRIDGE 


THE  FACE  OF 
FOOTBALL 


By  Richard  Hobson 


There  is  an  old  chil¬ 
dren's  story  about  the 
theft  of  a  diamond 
necklace  in  which  a  band  of 
street  urchins  discover  the 
stolen  item  draped  around  a 
waxwork  in  the  display  of 
royalty  at  Madame 
Tussauds.  It  was  on  public 
view  all  along,  but  went 
unnoticed  alongside  the  fake 
riches. 

The  moral  is  that  some¬ 
times  the  answer  is  staring 
you  in  the  face,  and  cannot  be 
lost  on  followers  of  Derby 
County.  The  general  impres¬ 
sion  nationwide  is  that' Dean 
Sturridge,  the  jewel  in  their 
crown,  nas  enjoyed  a  meteor¬ 
ic  rise.  In  fact,  at  23,  he 
believes  that  only  Martin 
Taylor,  the  goalkeeper,  is  a 
longer-serving  player  among 
the  present  squad. 

While  others  failed, 
Sturridge  waited  in  the  store¬ 
room  for  a  chance  to  be  put 
on  show.  Now,  he  is  a  prime 
exhibit.-  Sturridge,  however, 
is  not  simply  a  reason  for 
Derby’s  re-emergence  after 
what  he  describes  as  “wasted 
years".  He  is  symbolic  of  it 
A'  million-pound  signing 
was  still  newsworthy  when 
Arthur  Cox.  then  the  manag¬ 
er.  tested  die  generosity  of 
Lionel  Pickering,  now  the 
chairman,  with  a  succession 
of  expensive  signings  that  left 
the  remainder  of  the  old 
second  division  agog.  Cox 
bought  young  players  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  not  only 
win  promotion  but  mount  an 
iminetiiale  challenge  at  the 
higher  level. 

Thus,  Sturridge  remained 
in  tile  reserves  as  Paul 
Kitsotu  Marco  Gabbiadini. 
Paul  Simpson  and  Tommy 
Johnson  arrived  at  a  com¬ 
bined  cost  of  beyond 
£4  million,  while  the  likes  of 
Mark  Pembridge,  John 
Harkes  and  Craig  Short  fit¬ 
ted  In  uneasily  behind. 

Promotion,  though,  re¬ 
mained  a  holy  grafl.  Derby 
became  an  unhappy,  disorg¬ 
anised  collection  of  individ¬ 
uals.  Roy  McFarland  began 
to  dismantle  the  side  before 
Jim  Smith  succeeded  where 
Cox  had  failed  by  wheeling 
and  dealing  his  way  into  the 
FA  Carling  Premiership. 
Sturridge,  liberated  by  his 


Sturridge.  the  Derby  County  striker,  whose  pace  is  proving  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  Premiership  defences 


longest  first  team  run.  scored 
20  times  in  39  appearances. 

“Individually,  we  might 
not  be  as  gifted  as  those 
players,  but  we  gel  together 
with  more  confidence  and 
play  for  each  other,” 
Sturridge  says.  “In  those  days 
there  was  so  much  jealously 
and  bickering  behind  the 
scenes.  Too  many  people  did 
not  get  on  and  it  became 
more  and  more  obvious. 
Those  of  us  in  the  reserves 
knew  that  we  did  not  have  a 
chance  •  because  million- 
pound  players  were  never 
going  to  be  dropped. 

“I  thought  when  Roy  took 
over  that  things  might 
change.  But  that  was  not  the 
case.  He  sent  me  on  loan  for 


two  months  at  Torquay  — 
you  cannot  get  much  farther 
away — and  then  brought  me 
bade  just  to  play  in  the 
reserves.  I  have  to  say  1  was 
quite  happy  that  he  was  not 
the  manager  at  the  start  of 
fast  season  because  my  career 
was  going  nowhere. 

“The  manager  and  his 
players  have  to  be  able  to 
look  each  other  in  the  eye  and 
respect  one  another.  If  a 
player  cannot  do  that,  he  is 
not  relaxed,  and  if  he  is  not 
relaxed,  he  will  not  play  to  his 
full  potential.  I  feel  I  can  look 
Jim  in  the  eye." 

Pace  was  always  seen  as 
Storridge's  biggest  asset  but 
questions  were  raised  over 
his  finishing  ability.  Last 


season,  he  answered  those 
emphatically  and  this  time 
around  he  has  excited  bigger 
crowds  by  taking  on  defend¬ 
ers.  His  second  goal  against 
Leeds  United  on  the  opening 
day  of  the  season  was  a 
contender  for  goal  of  the 
month.  Tliree  weeks  ago, 
against  an  Arsenal  side  in¬ 
cluding  lan  Wright  of  whom 
he  has  studied  hours  of 
footage,  he  delivered  a  shot 
that  might  earn  him  the 
December  award. 

When  he  lines  up  against 
Blackburn  Rovers  this  after¬ 
noon.  the  days  when  he  felt 
homesick,  despite  living  less 
than  30  minutes  from  his 
roots  In  Birmingham,  will 
seem  a  long  way  away.  Yet 


the  experiences  of  his  older 
brothers,  both  strikers,  en¬ 
sure  that  he  wilt  not  get 
carried  away. 

Simon  is  presently  out  of 
the  Stoke  City  side  because  of 
a  knee-ligament  injury  while 
Martin  'was  released  by 
Birmingham  City,  then  man¬ 
aged  by  Smith,  without  mak¬ 
ing  a  single  first-team 
appearance  and  now  works 
in  the  Rover  factory  at 
Longbridge.  “Martin  liked 
the  drink  and  the  nightlife 
too  much,  so  he  keeps  me  on 
the  straight  and  narrow." 
Sturridge  says.  “1  am  a  better 
player,  despite  what  he 
thinks,  but  his  stories  are 
definitely  better.  I  am  pleased 
it  is  that  way  around.” 


Burns  feels  warm 
glow  of  success 


By  Kevin  McCarra 


VICTORY  can  make  a  man 
invulnerable.  A  week  or  two 
ago,  Tommy  Bums  would 
have  been  wounded  by  the 
discovery  that  several  of  his 
players  were  injured,  but  news 
yesterday  of  injuries  to  Alan 
Stubbs,  Jackie  McNamara, 
Tom  Boyd,  Peter  Grant  and 
Andreas  Thom  did  not  even 
doit  his  happiness.  Celtic's  2-1 
win  over  Aberdeen  at  Pittodrie 
on  Thursday  night  had  spirit¬ 
ed  the  manager  away  from 
commonplace  anxiety. 

The  elation  was  alio  abetted 
by  the  knowledge  that  Paul 
McStay,  the  dub  captain,  will 
play,  for  the  first  time  since 
August,  against  Dunfermline 
Athletic  at  home  this  after¬ 
noon.  Bums  was  seeing  break¬ 
throughs  everywhere  and  had 
also  completed  a  signing. 

The  man  in  question  was 
David  Hannah,  the  Dundee 
United  midfield  player,  who 
agreed  terms  after  talks  with 
Celtic  yesterday  afternoon. 
Hannah's  career  at  Tannadice 
had  been  in  turmoil  since  he 
challenged  the  terms  of  his 
contract  with  the  dub.  Were  it 
not  for  yesterday's  move,  the 
matter  would  have  gone  be¬ 
fore  the  courts  in  1997. 

Hannah,  who  scored  in  the 
2-0  win  over  MothcrwdI  on 
Thursday,  started  only  four 
matches  in  the  Bell's  Scottish 
League  first  division  last  sea¬ 
son.  He  was.  however,  a 
highly-promising  player  and, 
at  23.  still  has  time  io  fulfil  his 
potential. 

The  valuation  of  him  de¬ 
pended  on  balancing  his  con¬ 
siderable  talent  against  his 
restricted  achievement,  but  he 
has  cost  Celtic  £650.000.  His 
future,  however,  is  unlikely  to 
be  a  match  for  McStays 
illustrious  past.  The  club  cap¬ 


tain  has  been  badly  missed  for 
his  ability  to  control  the  tempo 
of  play. 

McStay  has  had  recurring 
problems  with  an  ankle  on 
which  no  further  surgery  can 
be  performed  and  Burns  has 
delicately  suggested  that  the 
player  cannot  again  be  the 
force  he  once  was.  All  the 
same,  the  manager  does  think 
that  his  return  carries  the 
promise  of  improvement. 

“We  always  knew  Paul 
would  come  back,"  Burns 
said,  “but  it  was  hard  for  him 
when  he  was  in  the  depths  and 
it  seemed  as  if  his  injury  was 
not  getting  any  better.  He  has 
worked  so  hard  to  come 
through  that.  The  most  impor¬ 
tant  thing  he  gives  us  is 
composure." 

While  emotional  volatility 
was  evident  at  Celtic  Park, 
there  was  equanimity  at  Ibrox. 
Rangers  will  rest  Alan 
McLaren  this  afternoon  and 
introduce  Joachim  Bjorklund 
for  the  match  at  Rugby  Park. 

Kilmarnock,  with  Bobby 
Williamson  now  confirmed  as 
manager,  defeated  Hibernian 
1-0  at  Easier  Road  on  Boxing 
Day.  Their  planning  for  this 
fixture,  though,  is  complicated 
by  the  flu  affecting  the  squad. 
Paul  Wright,  though,  may  be 
ready  to  return  from  injury. 

As  Kilmarnock  rise,  other 
dubs  are  falling  towards 
them.  Hibernian  have  yet  to 
clarify  matters  at  Easter  Road, 

where  Jodcy  Scon  is  manager 
on  a  caretaker  basis,  and  they 
play  Aberdeen  at  Pittodrie. 

Motherwell,  whose  form  is 
troubled,  meet  Heart  of  Mid¬ 
lothian  at  Tynecastle  and  the 
premier  division's  lowliest 
club.  Raith  Rovers,  are  at 
home  to  the  swiftly-improving 
Dundee  United. 


WATER 
WATER 
EVERYWHERE 
AND  A  DROP 
TO  DRINK. 

The  '.vorid's  best  Boat  Show  not  only  features  800  craft, 
a  vast  indoor  manna,  a  hall  full  of  sailboats  and  the  widest  display  of 
chandlery  you've  ever  seen.  It  now  offers  a  700  seat  restaurant  and 
a  staggering  choice  of  bars.  More  space,  more  boats,  more  bars. 

Steady  as  she  goes. 
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Boat  Show  ! 
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CROWNING  GLORY  39 

Pearce’s  moment  of 
truth  when  England 
were  in  a  spot 


SPORT 


AMERICAN  FOOTBALL  41 

Packing  a  punch: 
Green  Bay’s  man 
of  God  in  defense 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28  1996 


Rain  thwarts  Zimbabwe’s  attempts  to  stamp  their  authority  on  second  Test 

Sorry  England  find  a  silver  lining 


From  Simon  Wilde 

IN  HARARE 

HARARE  (second  day  of  five): 
Zimbabwe,  with  eight  first- 
innings  wickets  in  hand,  are 
63  runs  behind  England 

THANK  the  heavens — literal- 
ly  —  for  the  rainy  season  in 
Southern  Africa,  for  ii  may 
offer  the  only  hope  of  England 
avoiding  a  sensational  defeat 
at  the  hands  of  Zimbabwe, 
until  now  acknowledged  as 
the  weakest  Test  cricketing 
nation  in  the  world.  The 
decision  to  stage  the'first  Test 
tour  here  when  the  weather  is 
most  unpredictable  was  taken 
to  fit  in  with  England’s  visit 
next  month  to  New  Zealand:  it 
may  just  provide  the  visitors 
with  an  inglorious  route  to 
salvation. 

When  the  skies  opened  four 
bails  after  tea  yesterday,  Zim¬ 
babwe  were  93  for  two.  admit¬ 
tedly  grinding  along  in  first 
gear  but  within  63  runs  of 
England's  paltry  first-innings 
total  and  showing  every  indi¬ 
cation  of  knowing  how  to  bat 


McGrath's  riposte - 40 

Deadly  Donald  ...... _ ...  40 

Hollioake’s  example _ 40 


as  long  as  they  like  on  this 
unrisen  cake  of  a  pitch.  Grant 
Flower  and  David  Houghton, 
both  of  whom  have  compiled 
interminable  Test  centuries 
here  before,  are  together  and 
look  all  too  eager  to  produce 
repeat  performances. 

The  rainfall  was  so  heavy 
that  it  was  soon  apparent  that 
there  would  be  no  further  play 
on  the  second  day  of  this 
second  Test  match,  thus  en¬ 
suring  the  loss  of  a  further  29 
overs  to  the  17  that  were  cut 
from  the  first  day.  If  there  are 
to  be  further  interruptions 
before  Monday  evening.  Eng¬ 
land  should  not  yet  give  up 
hope  of  escape,  but  unless  the 
rains  settle  in  for  a  long  stay, 
they  will  not  do  so  without 
showing  that  their  batting  has 
rediscovered  its  spine. 

Desperate  though  their  pos¬ 
ition  is,  England  did  not  do 
badly  in  the  four  hours  of  play. 
Crawley  and  Tufnell,  their  last 
pair,  held  out  for  40  minutes 
and  added  19  runs  before 
Tufnell.  having  reached  nine 
—  the  second  highest  score  of 
his  Test  career — with  the  help 
of  a  streaky  boundary  past  the 
slip  cordon,  was  unlucky  to 
see  a  ball  from  Streak  deflect 
off  his  midriff  and  onto  his 
stumps.  Even  so,  England’s 
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Croft,  far  right  leads  the  England  fielders  in  an  animated  but  unsuccessful  appeal  for  the  dismissal  of  Grant  Flower,  the  Zimbabwe  batsman,  yesterday.  Photograph:  Clive  Mason  /  Allsport 


156  was  their  lowest  Test  total 
since  Cape  Town  last  January. 

Defending  such  a  score  puts 
tremendous  pressure  on  a 
bowling  attack  and.  in  the 
circumstances.  Mull  ally  and 
Gough  gave  England  just  the 
start  they  needed  by  maintain¬ 
ing  a  disciplined  line  and 
length,  and  were  quickly  re¬ 
warded  with  die  wicker  of 
Dekker.  who  nibbled  at  an 
outswinger  bom  Mull  ally  and 
was  caught  behind. 

That  success  brought 
Campbell  to  the  wicket,  the 
least  likely  of  Zimbabwe's 
batsmen  to  curb  his  aggres¬ 
sive  instincts  to  suit  the  pitch. 
Sure  enough,  he  played  posi¬ 
tively  and  produced  his  fa¬ 
voured  cuts,  and  although 
Zimbabwe  reached  lunch 
without  further  loss,  six  overs 
after  the  interval  Campbell  fell 


trying  to  cut  again,  but 
succeeded  in  steering  a  ball 
from  White  to  Thorpe  at  first 
slip.  Although  the  ball  was  a 
long  hop,  England  were  at 
least  working  to  a  plan,  hav¬ 
ing  installed  a  second  slip  for 
Campbell  and  sent  White  over 
the  wicket  to  vary  the  line  of 
attack. 

England  were  to  experience 
no  more  joy  as  Flower  and 
Houghton  demonstrated  just 
how  to  bat  in  the  conditions, 
eschewing  ail  risks  and  wait¬ 
ing  with  infinite  patience  for 
the  bad  balls  to  come  along. 
To  England's  credit  there  were 
few  of  these  and  in  25  overs  to 
tea.  this  pair  added  just  47. 

By  then.  Flower,  who  two 
years  ago  batted  11  hours  on 
this  ground  for  an  unbeaten 
double  century  to  set  up 
Zimbabwe's  only  win  in  their 


21  previous  Tests,  was  33  not 
out.  having  scored  17  in  the 
two-hour  afternoon  session. 
So  far  he  has  spent  196 
minutes  at  the  crease  and  if  he 
can  carry  on  in  the  same  vein 
today,  it  is  inevitable  England 
will  be  batted  out  of  the  game. 

The  value  of  Flower's  in¬ 
nings  was  not  lost  on  the 
patient  home  crowd  or  on  two 
former  England  batsmen  on 
foe  ground  who  would  have 
known  just  how  to  sit  on  the 
splice  here:  Geoff  Boycott  and 
Trevor  Bailey.  Indeed.  Bailey’s 
position  as  the  maker  of  foe 
slowest  halfcenhny  in  Test 
cricket  (357  minutes  in  an 
Ashes  Test  in  1958-59)  ap¬ 
peared  in  grave  danger  until 
Flower  opened  up  against  the 
spinners,  twice  hitting  Croft 
down  the  ground  and  driving 
Tufnell  for  four. 


This  begged  the  question  as 
to  whether  England  have 
picked  the  right  bowling  at¬ 
tack,  as  the  spinners  are 
experiencing  less  joy  than  in 
the  first  Test  and  a  fourth 
seamer — either  Sflverwood  or 
Caddick  might  have  found 
this  pitch  to  their  liking  — 
might  have  served  better.  That 
said.  Croft  came  dose  to 
having  Flower  caught  at  the 
wicket  by  Stewart  off  a  leg-side 
flick  five  overs  before  tea. 

The  “super  slo-mo”  tele¬ 
vision  replays  suggested  Flow¬ 
er  should  have  been  given  out 
but  at  full  speed  the  issue  is 
less  dear.  The  thought  pro¬ 
cesses  of  Russell  Tiffin,  the 
umpire,  may  have  been  dis¬ 
tracted  by  another  frenetic 
dance  from  England  fielders, 
in  which  case  they  have  only 
themselves  to  blame. 


ENGLAND:  ftrst  Innings 


15 


11 


....  5 


N  V  Krnght  c  A  Rcmot  b  Qtooga 
(3*1*1. 20  ba Mb.  t  tout) 

•M  A  Atherton  c  Campbeft 

bWhftteft  . - _ _ 18 

(89mh.  48  bete  1  six] 
tA  J  Stewart  c  G  W  Flower  b  Streak  19 
(62rrin.  44  bate,  l  fau^ 

N  Hussain  c  A  Rower  b  Streak 
(Tamil,  53  balls.  1  low) 

G  P  Thorpe  c  Dakkar  b  Streak 
(37trn.  20  bafts) 

J  P  Ciswtoy  not  oiA _ _ _ 47 

(21Sna  168  bafts,  3  tours) 

C  White  e  Campbell  bWhftteft _ 8 

(59min.  47  bate) 

R  D  B  CRA  c  G  W  Ftowor  b  VMttaL  14. 
(7Bmin,  55  bate.  2  tours) 

D  Gough  b  Strang  _ _ _ _ _  2 

(9tot.  8  bate) 

A  D  Mufafty  c  and  b  WhittaS . 0 

(3om,2ba te) 

P  C  R  Tutrwft  b  St«ak - - 8 

(S7rrtn.  37  bafts.  1  tom) 

Extras  (b  1.  lb  5.  w  1.  nb  5) _ 12 

Total  (83.1  overs..  353min) . ..156 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-24  (Atherton  8), 


2-60  (Starart  19).  3-50  (Hussato  0).  4^35 
5-73  (Crawfey  2).  6-04 

BOWLING:  Streak  24.1  -7-43-4  (nb 
1;«faus:  AO-134).  152-11-3. 52-KM). 
5.1-3-9-1);  Bnmdes  156-35-0  (i  six,  2 
tons;  30-11*0.  4-0-130,  7-5-70,  2-1- 
40):  Otonga  9-1-23-1  Mb3; 1  tow;  50- 
13-1. 4-1-1049:  Wlrittaft  165-18-4  (4-3- 
2-1,  6-1-7-1.  4-2*35.  3050):  Strung 
18-7-31-1  (2  toms;  1-050, 1 7-7-251  J. 
SCORING  NOTES:  Second  day:  Sec¬ 
ond  new  ball:  147-0  (80  oars)  at 
1028pm. 


2MBABWE:  first  Innings 


33 


G  WFkmar  riot  out _ _ 

(193mfax  144  bate.  2  tours) 

M  H  Deleter  c  Stewart  b  Mullafly 2 

(l&mn.  16  bafts) 

*A  D  R  Campbell  e  Thorpe  b  White  22 
(7111*1  &  bate.  2  tout) 

D  L  Houghton  not  out _ 26 

(101mm.  83  bate  1  tour) 

Extras  (fo  6,  nb  4) - l - 10 

Total  (2  wkts,  48*  overs,  193min).15 


tA  Flower,  A  C  Waller,  G  J  WhlttalL  P  A 
Strang.  HH  Streak,  E  A 8randes  and  HR 
Otonga  tobaL 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  15  (GWFtarcr  3); 
2-46  (G  W  Rower  17) 

BOWLING:  MufloBy  125-22-1  (1  fauc 

7- 2-14-1,  51-50:  Gough  115-130 
(rtb  3;  .1  taw.  5*250.  53-7-0);  Croft 

8- 0-230  (1  tour.  30-11-0.  50-130): 
White  7.4-1-13-1  (1  loir  7-1-13-1.  0  4- 
0-50);  TufneO  105-150  (nb  1;  1  tor 
onaspflB). 

SCORING  NOTES:  Second  day: 
Lunch:  351  (17  overs,  67min;  G  W 
Rower  16.  Campbell  15).  Tea:  93-2  (48 
Overs,  ISOmfn;  G  w  Flower  33, 
Houchton  26).  Ram  stopped  play  i* 
3.08pm  —  292  owbis  lost 

Umpires:  K  T  Francis  (Sri  Lar*a)  and 
R  B  Tiffin.  Third  umpire:  I D  Robinson 

Match  referee:  Hanumant  Singh  (Inda). 

SERIES  DETAILS 

RRST  TEST  (Bulawayo)  match  dtawn 
(scares  tofei). 

n  Campfied  by  &B  FrindaS 


Racing  is  hit 
hard  as 
frost  bites 

By  Russell  Kempson 


HORSE  raring  has  again  borne  the 
brunt  of  the  icy  weather  sweeping 
the  country,  with  the  meetings  at 
Kempt  on  Park  and  Wetherby  yester¬ 
day  both  called  off.  Three  of  the  five 
cards  scheduled  for  today,  at 
Newbury.  Folkestone  and  Hunting¬ 
don.  have  also  fallen  by  the  wayside. 
Newcastle  will  have  an  inspection 
this  morning,  but  the  all-weather 
track  at  Wolverhampton  is  unlikely 
to  be  affected. 

Richard  Pridham.  clerk  of  the 
course  at  Newbury,  said:  “The 
ground  is  frozen  and  there  is  no 
prospect  of  the  frost  coming  out  in 
time.  The  forecast  was  for-5C  and  no 
rise  above  zero.  It  is  pretty  bleak  at 
the  moment"  Newbuiy  is  also  due  to 
host  raring  on  Monday  and  mil 
have  an  inspection  tomorrow. 

A  spokesman  for  Huntingdon 
said:  “We  had  to  abandon  the 
meeting  due  to  frost.  The  snow  has 
all  gone:  but  the  problem  is  where 
the  ground  is  bare  from  bring  raced 
on.  If  wc  hadn’t  raced  previously  this 
season,  we  would  probably  have 
been  all  righL” 

The  loss  of  Kempton  proved  to  be 
somebody  rise’s  gain.  Ring  & 
Brymer,  the  caterer,  donated  foe 
fresh  food  prepared  for  the  racegoers 
to  homeless  charities.  “We  have  sent 
our  fresh  food  to  London  to  be 
distributed."  a  company  spokesman 
said. 

Football  has  so  far  lost  only  two  of 
today’s  fixtures  —  Crystal  Palace 
against  Stoke  City  at  Srihurst  Park, 
in  the  Nationwide  League  first 
division,  and  Luton  Town  versus 
Wycombe  Wanderers  at  Kenilworth 
Road,  in  the  second  division. 

However,  many  dubs  were  hold¬ 
ing  pitch  inspections  this  morning, 
including  Bristol  Rovers.  Notts 
County.  Peterborough  United,  Roch¬ 
dale,  Stockport  County,  Colchester 
United  and  Darlington. 

Leopardstown  preview,  page  37 


Lacroix’s  arrival  highlights 
perils  of  new  import  polity 


By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


LONDON  already  boasts  the  high¬ 
est  points-scorer  in  world  rugby 
union.  Michael  Lynagh.  and  its 
most-capped  player,  Philippe  Sella: 
both  plying  their  trade  at  Saracens. 
Yesterday  the  capital  welcomed 
Thierry  Lacroix,  the  leading  points- 
scorer  in  the  1995  World  Cup.  to  its 
increasingly  cosmopolitan  ranks 
when  the  Frenchman  signed  for 
Harlequins. 

Lacroix.  29,  joins  two  of  his 
compatriots,  Laurent  Cabannes  and 
Laurent  Benezech,  at  the  Stoop 
Memorial  Ground,  where  he  will 
spend  the  next  18  months  after 
signing  a  deal  worth  some  £250.000. 
He  is  likely  (o  make  his  Courage 

Clubs  Championship  debut  on  Janu¬ 
ary  5  In  the  derby  meeting  with 
Wasps  at  Loftus  Road. 

Yet  Lacroix's  arrival,  from  Dax  by 
way  of  Durban,  will  create  another 
headache  for  the  England  selectors, 
who  will  see  yet  another  of  the  game’s 
key  derision-making  positions  filled 
by  a  foreigner.  Lacroix  fulfils  Harle¬ 
quins'  need  for  a  top-flight 
goalkidcer,  he  can  play  centre  or  even 
on  the  wing,  but  his  reputation  is 
primarily  at  stand-off  half,  where  he 
will  probably  supplant  Paul 
Challinor. 

His  arrival  will  also  coincide  with 
the  return  to  rugby  league  of  Gary 
Connolly  and  Robbie  Paul,  two 
midfield  players  who  have  made  a 
significant  impact  with  Harlequins. 
Co finally  has  partnered  Will  Carling 
regularly  at  centre  and  Paul  has 
offered  valuable  cover  in  most  posit¬ 
ions  among  the  backs,  but  they  are 
due  to  rejoin  Wigan  Warriors  and 
Bradford  Bulls  respectively  on  Janu¬ 
ary  11. 

"This  has  tied  In  nicely  with  their 
return."  Dick  Best  the  Harlequins 
director  of  rugby,  said.  "We  have 
been  talking  with  Thierry  off  and  on 
for  the  last  IS  months:  He’S  a  first- 
choice  goalkidcer.  an  expert  tactician, 
one  of  those  players  who  can  change 
a  game  by  making  the  right  decision 


ai  foe  right  time."  Harlequins  have  a 
direct  link  with  Lacroix  through 
Andy  KeasL  who  coached  him 
through  a  Currie  Cup  season  with 
Natal  before  returning  to  England  to 
begin  this  season  as  cmef  coach  at  the 
Stoop. 

Natal  had  little  hesitation  in  play¬ 
ing  Lacroix  at  stand-off.  even  though 
France  have  played  him  more  fre¬ 
quently  ai  centre  in  his  38  interna¬ 
tionals.  during  which  he  has  scored 
367  points,  more  than  any  other 
Frenchman.  Of  that  tally,  116  points 
came  during  the  World  Cup  last  year, 
which  France  concluded  with  a  win 
in  the  third-place  play-off  against 
England,  though  Lacroix’s  form 
slumped  lad  season  and  he  was 
dropped  after  the  game  with  Ireland. 

Assuming  Lacroix  makes  an  im¬ 
mediate  mark,  and  that  Leicester  will 
field  Joel  Stransky.  of  South  Africa, 


Lacroix:  expert  taeddan 


in  their  letter  J  shirt  as  soon  as 
possible,  eight  of  the  12  first  division 
dubs  wffl  field  non-English  players 
in  the  No  10  jersey  in  the  new  year. 
There  is  no  great  encouragement  to 
be  drawn  lower  down  the  leagues.  Of 
the  four  dubs  pressing  for  promotion 
from  the  second  division,  two  — 
Richmond  and  Bedford  —  field 
Welshmen  at  stand-off.  and  of  the 
other  two.  Rob  Andrew,  of 
Newcastle;  has  retired  from  interna¬ 
tional  rugby  and  Jez  Harris,  of 
Coventry,  will  not  see  30  again. 

All  the  more  reason,  then,  that  the 
England  management  should  turn 
out  in  force  at  Lo&us  Road  today, 
where  Wasps  and  Northampton 
parade  two  genuine  contenders  in 
Alex  King  and  Paul  Grayson,  If  Mike 
Catt  —  whose  rib  injury  keeps  him 
out  of  Bath's  game  with  Sale  tomor¬ 
row  — is  under  threat  as  the  England 
pivot,  then  it  can  only  be  from 
Grayson,  who  helped  England  to  foe 
five  nations’  championship  last  sea¬ 
son,  and  King,  who  has  beat  the 
bench  replacement  this  season. 

England's  considerations  are  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  wealthier 
dubs.  It  has  been  apparent  all  season 
that  Harlequins’  Achilles’  heel  has 
bem  their  goal-kicking.  Carling  has 
enjoyed  mixed  success  in  that  role 
while  Challinor.  now  27,  has  never 
recovered  the  form  of  which  he 
sometimes  appeared  capable  in  his 
younger  days  and  seems  unlikely  to 
be  given  many  further  opportunities. 

Two  more  stand-offs  with  points  to 
prove  will  face  each  other  in  the 
Wdsh  League  at  Cardiff!  Neil  Jen¬ 
kins.  of  Pontypridd,  lost  the  Wales 
No  10  shirt  to  Jonathan  Davies 
earlier  this  season,  and  will  be  keen 
to  prove  the  selectors  wrong.  Eddie 
Jones,  the  Pontypridd  manager,  said: 
“Neil's  first  responsibility  is  to  tile 
team  and  not  to  his  own  individual 
cause." 

Pienaar's  ad  venture,  page  38 
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Vialli  could 
miss  chance 
to  impress 

By  Brian  Gianville 

CESARE  MALDINI.  Italy’s  new 
team  manager,  flies  into  London 
today  to  watch  Chelsea  play  Shef¬ 
field  Wednesday.  He  will  be  able  to 
assess  Gianfranco  Zola  and  the 
much-improved  Roberto  di  Mattea 
But  unless  he  comes  off  the  bench  as 
a  substitute,  it  is  unlikely  that 
Maktini  will  be  able  to  ran  the  rale 
over  Gianluca  Vialli. 

This  wil]  be  frustrating  for  both 
manager  and  player  for.  since  foe 
resignation  from  foe  team  manager¬ 
ship  of  Am  go  Sacchi.  the  way 
seemed  dear  for  Vialli  to  resume  his 
career  with  foe  AzTnrri.  He  and 
Saoda  have  been  at  daggers  drawn 
since  Sacdii  dropped  him  from  the 
1994  World  cop  squad. 

Just  when  it  seemed  that  there 
might  be  a  rapprochement,  Sacdii 
put  his  foot  in  it  by  revealing  that  he 
had  taken  polls  about  Vialli  among 
Italy’s  players.  Initially,  foe  result 
was  negative:  that  was  when  Milan 
players  dominated  the  squad.  Then, 
when  Vialli  *s  Juventus  team-mates 
were  predominant,  .foe  vote  was  in 
his  favour.  Humiliated  and  infuriat¬ 
ed.  Vialli  renewed  his  boycott  of  the 
national  team. 

Di  Matteo  has  had  a  couple  of 
poor  games  for  Italy,  after  which 
there  was  speculation  there  that 
Chelsea's  training  was  not  foe  kind 
he  needed  Zola,  of  course;  has  been 
in  superb  form  in  the  last  two  games, 
in  whkh  he  has  scored  three  goals,  a 
sublime  solo  against  West  Ham  and 
two  pieces  of  supreme  opportunism 
at  Villa  Park. 

He  seems  sure  to  keep  his  place 
against  Northern  Ireland  in  Paler*- 
mo  on  January  22.  Di  Matteo  should 
at  least  be  in  the  squad  but  Vialli 
may  find  his  way  barred  fay  hisex- 
Juvenius  partner,  Fabrizio 
Ravanelli,  now  of  Middlesbrough. 

Premiership  guide,  page  42 
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Low,  Low,  Low ! 

Fsrst  _[* Scorn's  custom® st,  enjoy  savings  of  up 
-o  6G-’u  on  -heir  national  and  international 
'■al;S  tnr°'jghout  the  year.  Now.  for  the  heiiday 
period  only,  our  prices  are  even  lower. 

So  make  sure  you  spread  the  festive  spirit  to 
absent  family  and  friends.  You  can  pnone  any 
of  the  selected  dasti nations  listed  below, 
between  23rd  December  and  2nd  January  by 
simply  calling  our  Freephone  number. 

FIRS  i  TELECOM  F3T  XMAS  RATES' 

USA  -  m  pa,. 
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12p  2»P 

5Sp  29-o 
Germany  '.Op  ?9p 
Austral!*  is©  45r; 
Jap^n  •  2 Bp  73p 
Horq  Kor.'j  £7p  &5p 

‘'-'nor  :n  -  SOp  £i.i 
K-JKistan  '“Op  * 
Bang. 'n port;  -  sop  r 

Discounted  rates 
to  a  further  2°-, 
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Ain’t  no  stopping  us  now 


As  millions  of  Britons 
book  their  summer 
family  holidays  over 
the  next  four  weeks  in 
their  five  most  popular  coun¬ 
tries  — -  Spain.  Fiance;  Greece, 
Italy  and  Portugal  —  millions 
more  will  beseeching  for  new 
destinations  as  far  away  from 
Europe  as  they  can  get  and  ,  in 
parts  of  the  wodd  that  mass 
tourism  hasnt  yet  readied. . 

As  we  approach  free  nuDeo- 
nioraj,  one  of  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  trends  in  travel  is  that  we 
are  taking  more  holidays, 
shorter  holidays,  and  increas¬ 
ingly  buying  them  taflor-made. 
Four,  five  or  six  holidays  a  year 
are  no  longer  exceptional  With 
return  flights -to  Bangkok,  Pe- 
king,  Rio  de  Janeiro  or  Nairobi 
on  offer  for  about  £350,  and 
flights  to  inland  Spain  and 
France  for  about  £1SX  we  are 
also  travelling  to  remoter  areas 
of'ihe  world  and  the  remoter 
parts  of  Europe  —  to  die  new 
nations  of  the  east  and  inland 
from  die  Mediterranean  coast 
Short  dty  breaks  are  boom¬ 


ing,  wife  British  Airways  Holi¬ 
days  solidly  booked  for  week¬ 
ends  as  far  away  as  New  York, 
Boston  or  Toronto.  Over-50s 
who  once  wintered  in  Spain  are 
now  going  wife  Saga  for  four- 
week  holidays  in  the  Thai  sun 
for  £300  a  week.  Another  sign 
of  the  times  is  that  Saga,  which 
deals  wife  fee  overate,  has 
been  expanding  by  30  per  cent 
a  year  for  the  past  three  years. 
Wife significant  growthto  Can¬ 
ada  and  Sic  United  States  as 
well  as  cruising.  .  .  .  . 

Ask  tour  operators 
specialising  in  adventurous 
holidays  about  new  destina-; 
tions  for  1997  and  fee  countries 
constantly  mentioned  are  in 
Latin  America  (Peru.  Chile. 
Mexico.  Cuba.  Costa  Rica  or. 
Belize)  or  Asia  (Cambodia, 
Laos  and  Vietnam).  For  intre¬ 
pid  travellers.  The  Yemen.  Iran 
and  Uzbekistan  earned  fre¬ 
quent  mentions,  as  efid  Egypt 
and  South  Africa,  both  ofwhitfi 
are  proving  highly  popular. 

It  is  the  young,  especially  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  stu¬ 


Britons  are  on  the  move  —  to  holiday  destinations 
ever  more  adventurous.  Brian  MacArtfaur,  overseas 
travel  editor,  predicts  the  new  hot  spots 


dents  who  set  out  to  explore  the 
world  during  their  gap  year  or 
university  vacations,  who  are 
fee  traflfinders  —  and  a  grow¬ 
ing  army  of  retired  and  affluent 
.  over-50s  who  no  longer  have  to 
plonk  their  children  on  Medi- 
terranean  beaches  who  increas¬ 
ingly  follow  in  their  footsteps. 

Among  the  top  ten  1997 
destinations  from  STA.  which 
specialises  in  student  travel, 
are  Guatemala  for  £488.  Ka¬ 
zakstan  for  £541,  Estonia  for 
£252  and  Laos  for  £540.  Cam¬ 
pus  Travel  offers  Tallin  at  fee 
even  cheaper  price  of  £205 
return,  Peking  for  £348,  Mexico 
for  £386  and  Perth  for  £641.  It 
costs  a  lot  more  than  that  for 
the  oldies  but  there  are  a  lot  of 
intrepid  over-50s  in  fee  1990s 
wife  money  to  spend,  a  sense  of 


adventure,  and  a  determ¬ 
ination  to  see  the  world  and 
stay  ahead  of  fee  crowds. 

That  is  why  Latin  America  is 
so  strongly  tipped  as  a  conti¬ 
nent  that  is  now  coming  out. 
Chile  seemed  almost  empty 
when  he  was  there  earlier  this 
year;  says  Nick  van  Gruisen  of 
Worldwide  Journeys  and  Expe¬ 
ditions.  At  Journey  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica,  which  now  has  five 
different  tours  to  Peru  to  meet 
demand,  Steve  Collins  speaks 
equally  enthusiastically  of  the 
attractions  of  Mexico  (unani¬ 
mously  considered  good  value 
for  money),  Chile  and  Brazil. 
Any  traveller  who  goes  to  Latin 
America  once,  he  says,  will 
undoubtedly  return  to  savour  a 
continent  which  offers  the  spec¬ 
tacular  Andes,  fee  second  high¬ 


est  and  longest  range  of  moun¬ 
tains  in  fee  world.  Lake  Titica¬ 
ca,  the  Atacama  desert,  the 
civilisations  of  the  Aztecs,  the 
Incas  and  the  Mayas,  as  well  as 
rainforest  and  Caribbean 
beaches. 


Unless  you  backpack, 
Latin  American  holi¬ 
days  don't  come 
cheap.  A  24-day  holi¬ 
day  with  JLA  costs  from  £2300 
but  includes  accommodation, 
guides  and  all  flights.  A  two- 
week  individual,  tailor-made 
tour  wife  Worldwide  Journeys 
and  Expeditions  will  also  cost 
from  £2300  but  as  Mr  van 
Gruisen  is  quick  to  point  out, 
oa  his  tour  of  Chile  and 
Patagonia  you  get  to  see  two  of 
the  wonders  of  fee  world  —  fee 


Galapagos  and  Machu  Pichu 

—  in  one  holiday. 

Although  only  2  per  cent  of 

British  holidaymalters  go  on 
cruises,  cruising  is  suddenly  a 
boom  industry.  An  estimated 
420,000  British  holidaymakers 
went  chi  a  cruise  this  year,  up 
20  per  cent  for  fee  second  year 
in  succession.  Thomson  an¬ 
nounced  last  week  that  it  is 
chartering  two  new  ships  and 
will  offer  74,000  cruising  holi¬ 
days  next  year,  starting  from 
£399  a  week. 

Airtours,  Fred  Olsen,  Saga 
and  P&O  (offering  a  92-day 
world  tour  on  the  new  Arcadia 
at  £38380  a  head)  also  have 
new  ships  in  1997.  The  Mediter¬ 
ranean  and  Caribbean  are  the 
favoured  areas.  A  97-night 
round-the-world  cruise  starting 
in  January  1998  stopping  at  31 
parts  at  a  lead-in  price  of  £6.936 

—  or  £71-50  a  day  —  was 
announced  by  Saga  this  week. 

Yet  at  an  average  cost  per 
person  of  £500  —  £2,000  for  a 
family  of  four  —  most  British 
holidaymakers  will  travel  on 


short  hauls  to  Europe  next 
summer  and  mast  will  still  be 
on  package  tours.  Islands  are 
fee  popular  choice,  with  Maj¬ 
orca  remaining  as  Britain's 
favourite  holiday  destination, 
and  Ibiza  and  Menorca,  the 
Greek  Islands  of  Corfu,  Crete 
and  Zakynthos,  the  Canaries 
and  Cyprus  all  featuring  in  the 
Top  Ten  along  with  Spain, 
Turkey,  the  United  States,  Por¬ 
tugal.  the  Caribbean  and  Italy. 

Airtours  announced  a  E30 
million  price-cutting  campaign 
last  week  but  the  biggest  dis¬ 
counts  are  cm  fee  earliest 
bookings.  With  the  British 
economy  in  better  health,  fee 
feelgood  factor  is  working  for 
travel  too,  and  all  tour  opera¬ 
tors  report  that  business  is 
booming.  Bookings  for  winter 
holidays  are  up  by  almost  20 
per  cent  and  Going  Places  says 
that  early  summer  bookings 
are  up  by  30  per  cent,  an 
increase  of  600,000  summer 
holidays  already  booked. 


Continued  on  page  2 
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pree  jjg.,  phone  return  on  all  new  phones.  Orange  offers  this  direct  to  ali  iis  customers. 
No  small  print.  -  No  other  national  mobile  network  does  this. 
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_  -  nann  an  10  80  or  from  Dixons,  Carphone  Warehouse,  The  Link,  Tandy,  Comet,  Currys,  John  Lewis  Partnership,  Peoples  Phone.  Granada,  Norweb,  Orange  Shops  and  other  leading  stores  nationwide. 
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There  are  three  days  left  until 
1997.  Either  you  are  in  a 
panic  because  there  are  only 
two  more  shopping  days  until 
January  I.  or  you  exchanged 
presents  with  someone  over 
Christmas  who  was  pressed  for 
time,  strapped  for  cash,  and 
couldn’t  be  bothered  to  give  it 
much  thought. 

For  there  is  no  more  dismal 
Christmas  present  than  a  calen¬ 
dar.  There  you  are  an  Christmas 
morning,  frolicking  in  tinsel,  and 
shredded  wrapping  paper,  when 
someone  hands  you  a  thin  parcel 
suspiciously  lacking  in  rigidity. 

The  sparkly  paper  falls  away 
and  you  are  left  holding  the 
Woman  &  Home  “Flowers"  calen¬ 
dar  for  1997.  Oh  yes.  another  year 
is  on  its  way.  Christmas  is  over 
already,  at  quarter  to  lunchtime  on 


the  25th.  Time  to  start  scribbling 
into  your  calendar  things  like 
"appointment  with  Dr  Fosdyke, 
March  IS"  and  “Road  tax.  August 
30”,  and  the  dream  is  over. 

The  novelty  calendar  is  a  20th 
century’  version  of  the  death's  head 
that  scowled  on  the  desks  of 
intellectual  men  in  ages  past  —  a 
skull  that  reminded  proud  men  of 
their  inevitable  fate  as  food  for 
worms.  So,  in  a  not  dissimilar 
way.  does  the  gift-calendar  prick 
your  seasonal  pomp,  and  remind 
you  not  to  rest  easy  in  your  festive 
jollity. 

What  can  be  more  depressing 
than  a  calendar?  Every  one  of  the 
forthcoming  365  days  gets  its  own 
little  line  and  prepares  to  stare 
reproachfully  down  at  you  from 
the  kitchen  wall.  Do  you  have 
what  it  rakes  to  fill  that  line?  Or  is 
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CALENDARS 


your  life  nothing  but  an  empty 
sham?  Or  have  you  something  to 
look  forward  to?  fn  which  case 
pencil  it  in  and  consider  the  days 
in  between  a  write-off. 

If,  however,  you  have  nor  been 
bought  a  calendar,  because  you 
are  well  loved  by  all  and  sundry, 
and  received  instead  socks  and 
potted  conifers,  then  you  will  need 
to  buy  one.  And  very  little,  in  the 
way  of  horological  stationery,  is 
better  value  at  this  time  of  year 
Than  calendars 

Avoid  at  all  costs  the  comedy 
calendar.  I  must  highlight  in  this 
regard  the  "All  I  need  to  know 
about  life  I  learnt  from  my  pig " 
calendar.  It  features  a  different 


BY  GILES  COREN 


porker  in  chorrlesome  pose  for 
each  month  of  the  year,  but  the 
hilarious  pig-reiated  truisms, 
while  side-splitting  as  you  riffle  the 
pages  on  first  receiving  the  calen¬ 


dar.  will  be  jaded  by  the  time  their 
month  comes  round.  A  phrase  like. 
"Keep  your  snout  to  the  wheel  and 
your  til  to  the  wind,"  for  example, 
could  ruin  the  whole  of  July. 

But  you  do  not  want  to  think  of 
July  just  yet,  that  is  the  problem. 
You  do  not  want  to  Aide  to  the 
beach  pictures  in  the  middle  of  a 
year  through  which  you  have  not 
yet  adequately  ploughed  to  earn 
the  holiday  they  connote. 

ff  anything,  you  might  want  to 
invest  in  a  truly  useful  calendar, 
such  as  the  Amateur  Gardening 
effort  (£4.95  arid  already  reduced 
to  £2.95  in  John  Lewis).  Here  you 
have  genuinely  useable  stuff  drip- 
fed  in  a  chronologicaJly  efficient 


way:  “March:  commence  vegeta¬ 
ble  seed  sowing  of  peas,  broad 
beans  and  parsnips.  Use  cloches 
for  extra  protection . . .  August 
herbs  will  shortly  require  drying 
for  winter  use.”  Fantastic. 

But  do  not  buy  any  novelty  golf 
calendars.  Perhaps  the  worst  is  the 
Most  Difficult  Golf  Holes  in  the 
World  monstrosity.  It  consists  of 
photographs  of  greens  superim¬ 
posed  on  Himalayan  cliff  faces.  If 
you  have  already  been  given  one  of 
these,  get  some  new  relatives. 

Heritage  calendars  are  equally 
grim,  such  as  Reflections  of  Brit¬ 
ain  and  London  Calendar  (both 
still  £3.45).  These  feature  places 
that  do  not  really  exist,  and  make 
you  yearn  for  one  which  shows 
Kentish  Town  Road  in  the  rush 
hour,  or  the  Winchester  Bypass  at 
night  Your  own  life  should  not  be 


less  beautiful  than  your  calendar. 

There  is  a  plethora  of  "Impres¬ 
sionist"  calendars  (do  they  repre¬ 
sent  perhaps,  not  the  order  of  days 
as  they  really  axe,  bur  as  they  seem 
to  be  to  the  artist?).  There  are 
recipe  calendars,  like  The 
Chocoholics1  Gourmet  Calendar. 
if  you  want  to  hit  January  1998  a 
different  shape  from  January  1997. 
and  The  Cartoonists,  if  you  want 
to  go  mad.  A  cartoon  for  April  with 
the  caption  "He'S  outside,  toilet¬ 
training  the  dog”  will  noi  seem 
quite  so  hilarious  after  a  month  on 
the  wall  as  it  does  now. 

Which  is  true  of  pretty  much 
everything  they  put  on  calendars. 
So  forget  it  Don’t  make  the 
stationers  rich.  You  are  going  to 
have  to  live  1997,  which  is  bad 
enough.  You  don’t  have  to  mea¬ 
sure  it  on  a  wall-hanging  as  well. 
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Picture  the  hippest  style  for  squares 
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PICTURE  frames  can  be  a  cheerful  way  to  experiment  with  the 
latest  luminous  colours  and  animal  prints  or  to  add  humour  to 
the  family  portrait.  It  does  not  matter  that  they  may  never 
become  family  heirlooms  —  alongside  your  staid  silver  frames 
on  the  mantelpiece  they  will  add  a  little  light  relief. 

SUDI PIGOTT  looks  at  some  of  the  snappiest  frames  around. 


ABOVE  {from  left):  "Ooh"  picture  frame  in 
bright  orange  fur.  £17.50.  from  Romer. 
258  Archway  Road,  London  N6;  zebra- 
striped  cowhide  frame.  £170,  from  Gucci. 
33  Bond  Street,  W1  (0171-499  1081): 
handpainted  wooden  frame  with  garden 
motifs  by  Anne  Taylor,  £18.95,  from 
-  Lizzie's.  143  Northcote  Road.  SW11 
(0171-738  2973);  small  resin  frame  in 
....  aqua. £12.50, from Heal's,  196Tottenham 
— ...  Court  Road.  W1  (0171-638  1686): 
wrought-iron  ...frames  featuring  stick 
. '  .  people,  £8.99-£12.99,  for  Disaster  Design 
‘is  •.'.-.'ftfocklste,  01323  441444);  classic  wood- 
eft  frame  in  blue  or  green,  £15.95,  from 
.  .  .  Heal's  (as  before);  gold  leaf-effect  frame, 

>£8.95,  from  John  Lewis,  Oxford  Street,  W1 
(0171-629  7711)  and  branches  nation- 
,  wide:  “Grow”  frame  in  astroturf  with 

daisies.  £18.50,  from  Romer  (as  before). 


FAR  LEFT:  leopard-spotted  cowhide 
frame,  £150,  from  Gucci  (as  before). 


LEFT:.  Disaster  Design  wrought-iron 
frames  (as  before). 


‘The  trend  is  to  escape  the  crowds’ 


■  Africa:  Sin  pita  Came 
reserve  in  Sooth  Africa:  elephant 
safaris  in  Zimbabwe  and 
Botswana. 


■  Far  East:  Saman  MQas  — 
probably  the  most  exquisite  new 
beach  hotel  in  Sri  Lanka; 

Oberai  in  Lombok  —  an  easier 
place  to  escape  to  than  Moya 
Island  which  is  east  of  there. 


■  Caribbean:  Guana  Island 
—  puts  Necker  in  the  shade. 


■  India:  Niiaya  Hermitage, 
Goa  —  the  first  luxury  retrear  in 
the  subcontinent,  with  only 
eight  rooms.  Maharajah  of 
Jodhpur's  Royal  Camp  —  the 
ultimate  way  to  avoid  other 
tourists. 


■  Europe  Hacienda  San 
Rafael  (sooth  of  Seville):  Chateau 
de  Bagnols  near  Lyon  — 
probably  the  best  castle  in 
Europe. 


Sources  Bruce  PaHiav, 
Western  and  Oriental  Travel, 
OI7L22t-S677\AUyson 
Eggison.  Abercrombie  G  Kent 
0171-7304600. 


THE  FRESHEST  SEAFOOD 
YOU’LL  SEE.  WHERE?  JERSEY. 


Vbu'rr  never  more  man  a  couple  of  mite  from 
ihedeamsofseasin  Jersey. »  no 
•  wonder  our  seafood  is  renowned  for 
zJJtC9.  Wj  :ts  freshness.  As  are  our  local 

[  .  vegetables, mdudmg >Ee famous 

fir'  Jeney  Roval  pekoes,  nor  ro  mention 
t->  milk  and  cream  from  leney  cows. 

I  .  \.  |f  :  And  there  arc  over  ’TO  fire  nrslauunis 
j  “here  you  can  enjor  them,  with 
^  ’  X  ■  ‘  f  a  dazzling  variety  of  international 
^  _  cuismes  on  offer.  Doesn't  that 
i  «bet  your  appetite’ 


To  find  out  more  and  get  a  brochure  call 

0345  055055 


!&-■■  i 

.fer  1 
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or  sec  Teletext  page  252  for  special  offers. 
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Be  warned  though:  they  say 
there  will  be  nearly  a  million 
fewer  last-minute  holidays 
next  summer. 

As  the  pound  strengthens 
against  the  franc  (some  opera¬ 
tors  believe  the  exchange  rate 
could  get  to  nine  to  the  pound 
by  next  summer).  France  is 
certainly  expecting  a  better 
year.  Brittany  Ferries  cays 
bookings  for  gites  and  camp¬ 
ing  holidays  are  up  by  20  per 
cent  Yet  it  is  Spain  whidi  will 
once  again  be  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  country  for  a  holiday  (7-7 
million  visits  were  made  bv 
Britons  in  1995  against  6.4 
million  to  France,  according  to 
the  Government's  Travel 
Trends!.  Spain  is  certainly 
cheaper  than  France  and 
small  towns  such  as  Ronda 
well  worth  the  detour. 

A  trend  towards  escaping 
the  crowds  is  occurring  in 
Europe  too.  More  and  marc 
Spanish  holidaymakers,  as 
Tony  Maniscalco  of  Mundi 
Color  points  our.  are  heading 
away  from  the  overcrowded 
coast  to  L20-£30-a-night  villas 


SELLERS 


The  observatory  at  Chichen  Itza,  Mexico,  which  is  a  hot  destination  for  1997 
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SUMMER  1997  ON  THE  UP 
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GOING  DOWN 


France 
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.  Source:  Thomson 


and  farmhouses  in  the  Pyre¬ 
nees  or  to  such  areas  as 
Gaucin  or  Alpujarras  in  An¬ 
dalusia  for  walking  and  rid¬ 
ing.  cookery  or  painting 
holiday's.  Aware  meanwhile  of 
the  inhibiting  image  of  the 
Costa  del  SoC  the  authorities 
are  steadily  blowing  up  mosr 
of  the  eyesores  an  the  coast. 

Another  smash  hit  last  sum¬ 
mer  was  Italy  where  the 
British  benefited  from  die 
weak  lira.  Its  popularity',  re¬ 
flecting  die  enthusiasm  in 


Britain  for  all  things  Italian, 
will  continue  in  1997. 

Greece,  which  will  be  more 
competitively  priced  in  1997.  is 
set  to  recover  from  a  disap¬ 
pointing  summer  last  year 
and  operators  report  that  the 
Algarve  is  back  in  fashion,  as 
are  Malta  and  Tunisia.  The 
boom  in  Turkish  holidays 
seems  unstoppable  and  sum¬ 
mer  bookings  are  already  up 
•  by  40  per  cent  on  last  year. 

Enjoy  your  holidays  wher¬ 
ever  you  go. 


Guatemala:  one  of  Latin  America’s  most 
colourful  countries,  Guatemala  is  cultural, 
chaotic  and  frill  of  character.  Ascend  to  the 
beautiful  highland  region  to  discover  ver¬ 
dant  hills,  volcanoes,  lakes  and  Mayan 
mins;  or  descend  into  the  dense  rainforest 
jungle  and  be  consumed  within  the  steep¬ 
sided  pyramids  of  theTikal  temple  complex. 
£4S8. 

Zanzibar:  stunning  palm-fringed  beaches, 
crystal  blue  sea,  coral  reels  coupled  with  a 
laid-back  atmosphere.  £518. 

Tran-Siberian  Raffway:  7X00  miles  in  seven 
days,  the  Tran-Siberian  railway  from  Mos¬ 
cow  to  Peking  is  the  epic  adventure  for 
trendy  trainspotters.  Watch  the  Mongolian 
tundra.  Manchuria  steppes  and  the  "Old 
Silk"  route  through  Uzbekistan’s  desen  chug 
past  your  window.  £295  one  way.  - 
United  Arab  Emirates:  red  deserts  where 
the  nomadic  Bedu  people  wander,  green 
oases  and  blue  seas  for  buddies  to  dive  with 
the  dolphins.  £325. 

Kazakstan:  rugged  beauty  in  abundance 
and  adventure  awaits  any  trekker  among  the 
ice-peaked  mountains,  deep  forested  valleys 
and  wild  rivers  of  Zailiysky  arid  Kungey 
Aiatau  mountains.  £594. 


Afadanhe  Last  Frontier  -  glaciers  the  size 
of  Switzerland,  enormous  ice  fields,  deep 
tords.  active  volcanoes  and  lush  rainforests. 


m  13lh  cenfoiy.  the 
architecture  and  ambience  of  this  port  city 

r^..5hapef Russians,  Swedes  and 
Germans.  £257 


northernmost  capital  city,  bright- 
ly  fainted  wooden  buildings.  poUution-fm. 
Mt  air  and  tempting  WoXstauran™ 


Ethiopia:  the  country  is  emereine  as  an 

°Ption*  He^Mnto  the 

raenor  to  find  ancient  cities  like  Axum 
extraordinary  churches  carved  from  roX 
a5*-°r  wildlife  in  the  3K 


Vfefe*.  on  fcbSfcS 
Rlvfr,-°r  fr**  to  enchaitt- 
Sf  nSSf  oF  Luang  Prabangin 

me  north,  surrounded  by  mountains  mmm. 
passing  32  Buddhist  *m£ESSk  ^ 
•  Source:  STA  Travel  am  „ 
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Tcifee  roJS-neck  sweater.  £ 239. 
Rettv  Jackson.  31 1  Brompton  Road. 

(0171-589  7884) 


Midnight  blue  sHver-studded  V-neck. 

-  £64.  French  Connection,  branches 

nationwide  (0171-5802507) 


ume  ap-frort  cardigan,  £19.99,  Oasts. 
292  Regent  Street  W1 .  and  branches 
nationwide  (0171-452 1000) 


Contemplation. 

Besides  being  one  of  the  most  enduring 
of  life’s  little  pleasures,  (Hoag's  Gin  is  an 
ever-dependable  complement  to  contem¬ 
plation.  Whilst  the  discerning  fellow 
marshals  his  thoughts,  he  can  ponder  over 
its  smooth  yet  crisp  character  and  the 
fragrant  aroma  of  eleven 
herbs  and  botanicals. 

The  Classic  Gin. 


Advertised  as  “bump¬ 
er  bonanzas"  with 
“unmissable  reduc¬ 
tions",  the  winter 
sales  are  heaven  for  shopa¬ 
holics.  But  remember  that 
they  are  not  organised  as  an 
exercise  in  goodwill  to  custom¬ 
ers;  the  shopkeepers  are  sim¬ 
ply  trying  to  shift  stock  they 
have  been  unable  to  sell 
A  fantastic  price-cut  can 
pump  the  adrenalin  and  cloud 
your  judgment  Sometimes, 
even  though  a  piece  is  bright 
fuschia  Lurex.  three  sizes  too 
small  and  will  not  go  with, 
anything  else  in  your  ward¬ 
robe,  you  can  kid  yourself  it  is 
a  bargain.  When,  sales  shop¬ 
ping,  think  back  to  the  disas1 
ters  you  have  bought  in  the 
past  And  remember  That 
when  a  El. 000 dress  is  down  to 
only  £400.  you  have  still  spent 
£400.  Treat  the  sales  as  you  . 
would  normal  shopping:  if  you 
like  something  and  it  is  the 
right  price,  buy  it  Do  not  be 
swayed  by  a  big  reduction. 

To  prepare  yourself  for  sale 
shopping,  you  need  a  sturdy 
shoulder  bag  and  what  my 
mother  would  call  “sensible" 
shoes.  Also,  take  another  look 
at  what  you  already  have  so 
that  you  can  colour  coordi¬ 
nate  your  bargains.  Forger 
Prada-style  mis-matchmg  — 
that  was  last  years  fad. 

Good  buys  can  generally  be 
found  in  tailoring,  where  you 
often  discover  that  jackets, 
skirts  and  trousers  are  sold  as 
separates,  which  is  good  for 
the  pear-shaped,  petite  and 
tall  However,  if  you  cannot 
find  the  size  you  want,  add  the 
rough  cost  of  an  alteration,  say 
£10-£15,  and  then  reassess. 

Coats  seem  to  be  a 
good  buy.  though  the 
more  timeless  clas¬ 
sics  have  smaller  re¬ 
ductions.  For  dresses,  buy 
snappy  evening  numbers  that 
can  double  as  day  dresses  in 
summer.  Designer  evening 
labels  at  department  stores  are 
good  value  because  the  reduc¬ 
tions  tend  to  be  large.  • 

For  added  glamour,  root  out 
bias-cut  examples,  like  the 
dress  shown  bottom  right, 
making  sure  Thai  they  are  a 
good  fir.  because  alterations, 
here  can  be  tricky  and 
expensive. 

Things  to  avoid  indude 
cheap  fashion-fad  items  in 
colours  and  styles  that  obvi¬ 
ously  daft  However,  the  add 
brighis  of  the  summer  may 
just  bring  you  through  to  next 
year,  and  chocolate  tones  will 
be  here  for  a  while.  But  steer 
dear  of  cheap  blade  nylon. 

Styles  and  silhoukres  to 
look  out  for  are  one-shoulder 
Tops,  asymetric  hemlines,  lace. 
pretty  florals  and  frills. 

Happy  shopping,  and  keep 
a  level  herd  in  the  scrum. 


Heath  Brown  offers  the 
intelligent  fashion 
shopper’s  guide  to  the 
sales:  what’s  a  snip, 
what’s  a  must-buy  and 
what  to  avoid  despite  the 
big  reduction 


ABOVE:  Ume  green  boucte  coat,  was  £109  now  £60.99,  Oasis,  selected  branches  nationwide  (01 71-452 1000).  Grey  stripe  cashmere  sweater,  was  £299  now  £149.50,  Betty  Jackson,  31 1 
Brompton  Road,  London  SW7  (0171-589  7884).  Aubergine  wool  gaberdine  knee-length  skirt,  was  £89  now  £39.  Nicole  Farhi  at  Fenwicks,  Bond  Street.  W1  (0171-243  9900)  Brown  leather 
shopper  bag,  was  £189  now  £9450,  Jane  Shilton,  Harrods.  SW1  (0171-7301234).  All  photographs:  Richard  Bums.  Hair  and  make-up:  Sally  Kvalheim.  Styling:  Amandlp  Uppal 


ABOVE:  Black-and-white  snowball  jacket  with  black  fur  trim  collar,  was  £2,799  now  £679;  matching 
skirt,  was  £799  now  £179.  John  GaJDano,  Harrods,  Knights  bridge,  SW1  (0171-730  1234).  Black, fine 
strappy  sandals,  were  £49.99  now  £10.  Ravel,  184-188  Oxford  Street,  London  W1 , 58  the  Amdale 
Centre.  Manchester,  and  branches  nationwide  (0171-631  0224) 

RIGHT:  Chocolate-brown  strappy  satin  dress,  was  £579  now  £299,  Pearce  Honda,  Harrods  (as 
above).  Cream,  fine  strappy  sandals,  were  £49.99  now  £10,  Ravel  (as  above) 


THREE  OF  A  KIND 


Chenille,  the  soft  plush,  corded  knit  that  is  more  than  velvet  but  less  than  fake 
far,  is  the  perfect  comfort  clothing  to  wrap  up  in  with  style  H.B. 
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4  ■  gardening 


GARDEN  ANSWERS 


STEPHEN  ANDERTON 

replies  to  readers'  letters 


ITT]  I  haw  grown  two 
[VJ  bird  of  paradise 
plants.  Strelildut  regin  a  e, 
from  seed  in  the  hope  of 
getting  them  to  flower. 
They  are  four  years  old.  3ft 
high  and  in  I2in  pots.  They 
are  fed  and  watered  week¬ 
ly  with  Toznorite.  and 
stood  outside  from  May  to 
August.  One  is  healthy,  but 
the  other  produces  leaves 
which  turn  brown  beneath 
and  eventually  yellow.  — 
E.  French.  Warrington. 
Cheshire. 

SSrrelitzias  like  to  be 
pot-bound,  and  in  that 
condition  they  will  some¬ 
times  flower  in  five  years 
from  seed,  given  sufficient 
light.  I  suspect  you  have 
two  problems.  First,  you 
have  potted  them  on  too 
soon,  so  the  roots  are  kept 
constantly  too  moist.  Sec¬ 
ond.  you  may  be  overfeed¬ 
ing  with  potash-rich  food. 
Keep  the  plants  quire  dry 
during  the  winter,  and  do 
not  feed  again  until  you  see 
vigorous  growth  and  new 
leaves  next  year.  When  you 
start  to  water  again  regular¬ 
ly.  in  spring,  give  the  poorer 
plant  a  dose  of  systemic 
fungicide.  Check  that  the 
soil  level  is  not  above  the 
root/stem  junction:  strdit- 
zias  like  to  hoist  themselves 
an  inch  of  two  above  the 
compost  so  drainage  is  real¬ 
ly  sharp  at  the  neck. 

[7=\]  We  have  a  20ft  holly 
which  berries  well 
but  the  top  third  has 
become  short  of  leal  Can 
we  safely  cut  the  trunk  off 
where  it  starts  to  get  thin. 
or  is  there  a  way  of  making 
the  top  thicken  up  again? 
—  C.  Woods.  Oxford. 

nri  Hollies  are  long-lived 
i£»J  trees,  and  can  reach 
as  much  as  40ft  in  150  years. 
As  they  start  id  die  of  old 
age.  they  will  become  thin 
and  then,  die  back.  It  is 
perfectly  possible  to  cut 
back  old  hollies  but  it  is 
always  more  successful  to 
cut  them  off  3t  ground  level 
in  the  winter.  Growth  will 
be  back  up  to  6ft  in  a  couple 
of  years.  Cutting  back  to 
standing  trunks  always 


leads  to  further  die-back 
later,  and  it  is  much  safer  to 
cut  at  ground  level.  Your 
holly  is  too  young  to  be 
senescent.  It  may  have  been 
damaged  to  the  trunk  at 
high  level,  in  which  case 
cut  off  the  trunk  just  below 
the  damage  and  let  it  re¬ 
grow.  Or  it  may  be  a  root 
problem  such  as  waterlog¬ 
ging.  which  must  be  recti¬ 
fied  by  mechanical  means. 

[7“\1  I  have  had  a  hibiscus 
for  several  years  but 
it  will  not  flower.  1  have  cut 
It  back  but  not  fed  h  too 
much.  How  do  1  get  it  to 
flower?  —  L.H.  Kernel], 
New  Cross.  London. 

nri  The  large- flowered 
l*VI  Hibiscus rosasinensis 
is  not  hardy  and  cannot  be 
planted  out.  although  in  a 
good  summer  it  can  be 
stood  outdoors  in  full  sun. 
Your  hibiscus  is  in  need  of 
more  food  and  especially 
more  light.  Keep  it  on  the 
dry'  side  Tor  the  winter.  Next 
spring,  start  a  fortnightly 
programme  of  liquid  feed¬ 
ing.  and  give  it  as  much 
light  as  possible,  in  a  con¬ 
servatory  or  greenhouse,  it 
should  not  go  below  I3C. 
Pinch  it  back  to  keep  it 
bushy,  rather  than  cutting 
bad:  eveiy  couple  of  years. 

•  Readers  should  write  to: 
Garden  Answers.  Weekend, 

The  Times.  I  Pennington 
Street.  London  El  9XN.  It  may 
not  be  possible  to  deal  with 
every  request  Advice  is  offered 
without  legal  responsibility. 

The  Times  also  regrets  that  arty 
enclosures  cannot  be  relumed. 
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Jane  Owen  finds  a  low-maintenance  garden  with  a  lush  English  feel,  yet  it  needs  hardly  any  watering 


Plants  that  look  after  themselves 
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Full  of  good  ideas:  Dominic  Cole 


Dominic  Cole  watered  his 
garden  only  once  this 
year,  and  he  reckons  that 
was  in  a  moment  of 
foolhardy  extravagance,  because  the 
garden  is  planted  to  look  after  itself. 
Half  an  hour's  maintenance  a  week  is 
about  what  it  needs,  and  most  of  that 
rime  is  spent  lopping  back  certain 
plants  to  ler  others  breathe  and  grow. 

It  is  eight  years  since  Mr  Cole 
bought  his  fiat  in  north  London  and 
its  70ft  by  13ft  garden,  which  was 
then  mainly  paved  with  concrete 
slats  with  a  rubbish  heap  at  one  end. 
The  cost  of  the  garden  has  been  about 
£700.  That  includes  rebuilding  parts 
of  his  perimeter  walls  and  adding 
trellis,  with  “gossip  gaps’-  through 
which  he  can  chat  to  his  neighbours. 

Low-maintenance  gardens  which 
require  little  or  no  watering  usually 
have  a  Mediterranean  feel  created  by 
drought-resistant  architectural 
plants  and  weed-suppressing  mem¬ 
brane  concealed  under  pebbles  or 
scree.  This  garden  is  quite  different. 
During  the  spring  and  summer  it  has 
the  feel  of  a  lush  English  country 
garden,  which  is  all  The  more 
surprising  because  it  is  squeezed 
between  an  early  Victorian  terrace  of 
houses  fronting  on  to  an  arterial 
route  into  London  and  the  crescent 
that  housed  the  murderous  Dr 
Crippen- 

After  work  and  at  weekends.  Mr 
Cole  took  up  a  lot  of  the  paving  and 
sorted  what  was  left  into  useful  soil, 
genuine  rubbish  for  the  dump,  and 
bricks  and  fragments  of  York  stone 
pavers  to  make  two  terraces,  one  at 
the  far  end  of  the  garden  and  one  in 
the  centre.  This  overlooked  a  small 
pond  and  bog  garden  that  he  dug  and 
lined  with  heavy-grade  polythene 
from  a  builders’  merchant. 

The  bog  garden  was  made  by 
dropping  a  semi -circle  of  soil-filled 
terracotta  pots  into  a  corner  of  the 


Holly  can  be  cut  back 


-S'/  '  y  . 


Dominic  Cole’s  garden,  with  the  impressive  Tracbycarptis  fortune!  palm  in  its  chimney  pot,  right 


pond  and  filling  the  remaining  space 
in  the  comer  with  sol.  meadow 
sweet  arum  lilies  and  water  butter¬ 
cup.  Frogs  appeared  of  their  own 
volition  and.  with  them,  water  snails 
and  water  boatmen. 

A  chimney  pot  rescued  from  the 
brink  of  destruction  by  enthusiastic 
builders,  makes  a  home  for  an 
impressive  palm.  Trachycarpus 
fortune i.  which  is  left  out  all  winter. 

“It  doesn’t  like  cold  wind,  so  if  one 
looks  likely  I  tie  the  leaves  together 
with  rope.  But  I  leave  it  to  its  own 
devices  most  winters."  says  Mr  Cole, 
a  landscape  architect  who  works  for  a 
landscape  restoration  company. 

Ai  the  far  end  of  the  garden,  behind 
a  shed,  is  the  compost  area.  The 
active  heap  is  topped  by  a  once-fine 
Persian  rug  that  had  suffered  modi 
attack.  The  compost  is  responsible  for 


Mr  Cole’s  enviable  watering  record. 
He  uses  it  as  a  mulch  and  as  a  terrific 
start  when  he  plants  roses  and 
shrubs. 

The  structure  of  the  garden  comes 
from  the  shrubs:  a  standard  holly 
grown  from  a  2in  seedling,  the  exotic¬ 
looking  blue-flowered  Abutilon 
vitifolium.  lavender,  balls  of  box  and 
an  old  apple  tree.  This  is  now 
weighed  down  with  the  pale  pink, 
scented,  early-flowering  Clematis 
armaxidii  ‘Apple  Blossom'  and  the 
men  tana  Elizabeth’,  the  conifer 
Chamaecypanis  ‘Elwoodu*.  which  is 
a  pillar  of  evergreen,  anda  -Pnmus 
subhirteUa ‘AutumnajiS’.- .  ;  . 

But  the  atmosphere  of  the  garden 
comes  from  the  riot  of  wild  flowers,  or 
flowers  that  happily  self-seed:  orange 
Welsh  poppies;  the  -1ft  high,  grace¬ 
fully  arching  grass  Carex  pendula ; 


exclamation  marks  of  Verbascum 
bombydferutn.  with  its  soft  grey 
leaves  and  yellow  flowers;  the  grace¬ 
ful  white  blooms  of  arum  lilies,  which 
will  grow  in  dry  as  well  as  wet:  and  a 
gunnera,  which  is  grown  in  the  dry  to 
keep  it  small.  There  is  also  lamium. 
hedgerow  honeysuckle  (the  cultivated 
version  of  this  is  ‘Graham  Thomas'), 
scabious,  hawkweed  and  herbrobert 
which  sprout  out  of  every  crack  in  the 
paving.  Mr  Cole  chiselled  out  die 
mortar  between  the  old  paving  and 
nibbed  the  wild  flower  seed  in  to  get 
this  effect 

In  spring,  the  unusual  Libertia 
aicndes  adds  spires  of  asyrinriuum- 
like  flowers  to  its  fountain  of  leaves. 

From  inside  Mr  Cole’s  kitchen/ 
dining  room,  a  sort  of  conservatory 
makes  die  garden  seem  part  of  the 
house.  Through  a  thicket  of  triffid- 


■  Make  12in  hardwood 
cuttings  of  roses,  setting  them 
twerthirds  underground  in  a 
trench  in  a  shady  place.  Transplant 
to  their  final  positions  next 
autumn. 

■  Ventilate  greenhouses  as 
much  as  outdoor  temperatures  will 
allow,  to  reduce  the  onset  of 
fungal  diseases. 

■  Prone  gposebemes  and 
blade,  red  and  while  currants, 
according  to  their  different 
requirements. 

■  Check  over  shears, 
lawn-mowers  and  power 
equipment  and  get  any  servicing 
done  before  the  spring  rush. 

Start  up  petrol  engines  periodically 
through  the  winter. 

■  Place  seed  orders— and 
resolve  not  to  buy  seed  of 
vegetables  which  always  crop 
just  as  you  go  away  on  your 
summer  holiday. 

like  house  plants  the  garden  proper  is 
visible;  a  cascade  of  grass-like  leaves 
mark  the  place  where,  in  spring.  Iris 
stylosa  produces  its  elegant  little 
heads;  a  huge,  red-flowered 
chaenomeles,  cut  back  every  August, 
flowers  from  Christmas  for  about  two 
months. 

In  a  space  about  2ft  wide  along  one 
side  of  the  conservatory  is  an  area 
most  people  would  have  ignored.  Mr 
Cole,  however,  has  managed  to  plant 
a  voluptuous  selection  of  ferns  and 
ivy  for  year-round  greenery,  and 
Japanese  anemones,  which  seed  free¬ 
ly  on  London's  heavy  day. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  house,  in  a 
passage  leading  down  to  the  French 
windows  of  tire  sitting  room,  is  a 
marble  stand  on  which  Mr  Cole  does 
his  cuttings.  Beside  it  are  pots  of 
white-flowered  ni  con  ana;  the  small, 
grey-leaved  pelargonium  ‘lady  Pen¬ 
zance'.  lily  of  the  valley,  mind-your- 
own -business  and  even  a  Christmas 
rose. 

An  intense,  incense-like  smell  in 
this  area  came  from  the  leaves  of 
Cistus  ladanifer.  Alongside  the  pots, 
in  a  narrow  bed  with  a  meagre  2 tin 
of  soil,  the  fern  polypody  thrives  and. 
dose  by.  the  curious  pink  spikes  of 
the  saprophytic  plant  which  grows  on 
the  roots  of  ivy  stand  to  attention. 

Like  all  dedicated  gardeners.  Mr 
Cole  spends  almost  nothing  on 
plants;  they  come  as  gifts  or  swaps. 
While  it  may  not  suit  traditionalists 
and  lovers  of  primped  lawns  and 
well-dug,  weed-free  beds,  this  style  is 
a  future  for  gardening:  appropriate 
planting,  nurturing  plants  that  enjoy 
growing  in  a  given  spot  instead  of 
trying  always  to  triumph  over  nature; 

It  manages  to  be  an  extremely 
English  compromise  for  a  very 
English  garden. 

0  Dominic  Cole  mil  sometimes  show 
his  garden  to  enthusiasts  if  they  write  to 
42  Brecknock  Road,  London  N7. 
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ACROSS 

1  Sign  about  new  pack  offering 
individualised  food  (7) 

5  Times  is  taken  by  English  liberal 
for  instance  (7) 

9  Trivia]  demonstration  taking  every¬ 
one  in  (7) 

15  Settle  matters  by  going  over  the  lop 
—  and  risk  being  hit  by  shell 
fragments  (3.M2J.5.I.3) 

16  No  deposit  can  be  returned,  having 
accepted  present  at  that  point  (9) 

17  Get  ready  for  brewing  ale  in  advance 
fTi 

IS  Story  of  a  bishop  being  eaten  by 
aborigine?  19) 

19  Always  gening  a  century  for  north¬ 
ern  eleven  17) 

21  One  uho’s  achieved  great  success 
throuah  skilful  man-management 

25  Passiim  giving  Cockney  difficult 
time  to) 

24  Like  extremely  hellish  region  with 
man  in  terrible  torments  (10} 

26  Place  with  female  leader  in  Bible,  at 
the  end  of  Arabia  t5j 

28  A  pests  destructively  eating  little 
plants  in  the  garden  (5.-U 
51  Rcuk  tu  itching  about  on  fruit  tree  lb) 
55  Sturm  has  disrupted  a  party  (7) 

55  Thrash  beginning  in  evening,  going 
on  late  '5i 

57  Bank  hasn't  upened.  in  light  of 
warning  15) 

■10  Worker  is  freedom  fighter  without  a 
leader  17) 

41  Warning.  b>  the  way.  this  figure's 
regularly  around  (II JS) 

44  One  who's  uunirived  caring  role  re 
patient?  i7.12) 

46  Entourage  gathering  round  Queen 
in  the  country  (7) 

45  Hair  loss  from  anxiety  initially  (5) 

44  Reddish-brown  monkeys  about  to 

grab  one  (5) 

51  Shout  from  one  fencing  part  of 
kitchen  garden  (2.5} 

55  Friendly  good  companion  joining 
mother  after  firs;  male’s  gone  16] 

54  Heating  or  cooling  devices  (9) 

57  Governor  yets  through  printed 
document  f5l 

59  Firm  line  guy  ordered  to  restrict 
noise  (10) 

62  Graze  in  furrow  (hi 
M  Firm  in  stop  making  tool  component 

!3-\. 

bS  Seasoning  something  like  a  rabbit's 
taken  about  a  month  fTj 
70  Once  again  pay  attention  to  Sarah  in 
run-through 

“I  Cnliven  an  initially  indifferent 
companion  (7) 

73  Is  it  a  chop  that's  destroyed  this  tree? 
M 

75  Introducing  a  male  division  on 
account  of  a  hard  task?  fTJJJ.4J.4l 

76  Absorb  tuft  much  and  get  loo  "lot  (7) 

77  Festival  name  appropriate  to  Asian 
lards  tTj 

7S  Pitv  about  bit  left  out  (7) 


DOWN 

1  One  attached  to  circle,  in  short, 
associated  with  monarch  (8) 

2  The  most  noteworthy  bit  of  Paris 
15.2.10) 

5  Man.  perhaps,  buried  under  a 
passage  (5) 

4  Surprise  you  onoe  had  in  English 
sportsman  coming  in  first  (3-6) 

5  See  the  rain  —  but  with  some 
clearance  there’s  clear  sky  IS) 

6  One  can  identify  the  captain  in  a 
jolly  crew  (7) 

7  Assume  brad  can  absorb  drink 
served  up  (9) 

8  Hean.  not  head,  involved  in  petition 
(7} 

9  Flight  where  you 'll  see  famous  actor 
carrying  one  item  of  luggage  |9) 

10  Bothersome  power-cut  in  one  parr  of 
town  (7j 

11  Number  of  degrees  in  Geography? 
Oxford  has  more  than  Cambridge  (9) 

IZ  Blight  on  the  sideof  King  Edward  (b) 

13  Say.  what’s  for  preprandial  beating 
up?  A  concoction  for  drinking  lb) 

14  Actress  in  Shakespearean  lead  ex¬ 
cited  those  summarising  plays  (10) 

20  Casual  clothes  not  suitable  for 
dinner,  we  hear?  i1-6| 

22  Plant  behind  when  deprived  of 
nitrogen  15) 

25  Section  of  spout  we  arranged  for 
exhaust  (7) 

26  Unimportant  being  second?  15-fl 

27  Drug  one  rascal  brought  up  in  a  tin 
(7j 

29  Crown  one  seized  in  place  of  Irish 
king  (5) 

30  Police  officer  pronounced  an  expert 
with  baton  (3) 

32  Confuse  leaders  of  nations  plainly 
lacking  in  common  sense  (7) 

34  Ship’*  beam  inaccurate  —  needing 
precision,  we  hear  19) 

36  Capricious  fellow  harbouring  de¬ 
serter  (7j 

38  Game  fellow  asking  far  aid — one  1. 
as  good  Samaritan,  should  help 

lb2J*r 

39  Girl  sees  changing  of  the  guard  (Sj 

42  Release  grip  of  snake  after  relative 
comes  to  premature  end  (7) 

43  Crook  nearly  caught  stealing  (7) 

45  One  emperor  upset  follower  of 
another  15) 

47  Simply  overestimate  number  in 
gathering  (5-21 

50  Englishman  carriers  stray  bullets 
after  battle  14-bi 

52  Journey-  from  Waterloo,  heading 
East  (5l 

55  Gloomy  hero's  out  to  become  un¬ 
expected  success  14.5) 

56  Carelessness  in  supervision  t*4} 

58  Writer  on  river  craft  on  the  rocks  |9) 

60  Interpreter’s  English  baffled  six  lop 
soldiers  1°) 

61  Ftrsi  person  in  Luurdes  to  welcome  a 
troubled  soul,  one  blind  |S) 

63  Cupidity  —  a  wicked  habit  fur  a  kine 
to  get  info  f 7) 

65  Make  one's  home  outside  a  US  city 
17) 

66  With  unequal  sides  ranking  first 
and  second  in  netball  (7) 

67  Arrange  scheme  to  support  the 
lower  classes  fb) 

69  Speedy  Lancs  soccer  team  failing  to 
finish  ibl 

72  Impish  female  falls  into  rising  river 

(3) 

74  Sailor  takes  each  maiden  across  the 
ship  (5) 


NEW  YEAR  JUMBO  CROSSWORD 

-  Win  a  methuselah  of  Moet  & 

Chandon  champagne  and  £100 
in  our  quiz.  Five  runners-up 
.moet  &  C  HANDOX  will  receive  £100.  Entries,  by 

-  Januaiy  13,  to:  New  Year  Jumbo 

Crossword,  Weekend,  The  Times,  1  Pennington 
Street,  London  El  9XN.  Solution  on  January  18 
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name  . . . . 

ADDRESS . . . 


Times  Two  New  Year 
Holiday  Crossword 

There  are  no  prizes  for  tins  crossword.  The 
answers  will  be  published  on  Monday,  December  30 


... . POSTCODE . „ . 


ACROSS 

I  Polluter  (7)- 
5  Surgeon’s  knife  (7) 

9  Setback  (after  recovery)  (7) 

15  All  my  nut-tree  would  bear 
U.6.6J.U4) 

16  Place  for  legal  advice  (3.6) 

17  Pouched-beak  bird  (7) 

18  Issuing  (from)  (9) 

19  A  substitute  (5-2) 

21  Evocative:  of  the  air  (II) 

23  Compression  engine  (6) 

24  Reconsider  (5J) 

26  Appears;  appearance  (5) 

28  Great  European  painting 

(3*) 

31  Triumvirate  (6) 

33  Gar  frame  (7) 

35  Desen  waterhole  (5) 

37  Swimming  style:  go  slowly 
P) 

40  Hitter;  one  not  working  (7) 

41  As  it  were  (2.1  AZ8J 
44  Naval  rank  (10.9) 

46  Ointment  (7)  . 

48  Sorted  reference  list  (5) 

49  Take-away  (sign)  (5) 

51  Fragment  (7) 

53  Too  thin  jpersonj  (j6) 

54  Thick  round  fillet  ait  (9) 

57  Right-hand  (page)  (5) 

59  Resistance  (IQ) 

62  Lowest  parts  (6) 

64  Circumkxutkm  (II) 

68  Shorten  (lea)  (7) 

70  Loudening  devjce-(9) 

71  Went  round  the  edges  of  (7) 

73  One  growing  in  orchard 

(5.4) 

75  “I  met  —  -  ( Ozymandias } 

(1.9.42.7.4) 

76  Final  consumer  (3,4) 

77  Portable  light  (7} 

.78  Exaggerated  (7) 


DOWN 

1  A  writeoff  (4,4) 

.  2  One  unhelpful  in  trouble  (4- 

7.6) 

3  Embankment;  royal  recep¬ 
tion  (5) 

4  Zenda  country  (Hope)  (9) 

5  (Judge)  summarise  (3,2) 

6  Ptayer  bell  (7) 

7  Wooden  puppet.  Disney 
film  (9) 

8  Student  (7) 

9  (Caught)  in  the  act  (3-6) 

10  Pedigree  (7) 

11  Head  of  republic  (9) 

12  Anger  very  much  (6) 

13  Got  id  (ArchimedeS)  |6) 

M  Chance  on;  be  understood 
(4.6) 

20  1940  evacuation  port  (7) 

22  A  craze  (5) 

25  Sell  to  highest  bidder  (7) 

26 ’Grand  Canary  port  (3,6) 

27  Searched  hard;  nibbed  (7] 

29  Ghana  capital  0 

30  Demote  (8) 

32  Word  formed  of  initials  (7) 
34  Smallest  Europe  republic 

13.6) 

36  Wren'S  cathedral  (2 JS) 

38  Fantastical  (after  Carroll) 
(5-2-10) 

39  King  David,  as  author  (S) 

42  One  bringing  charges  (7) 

43  Front-mast  platform  (nauL) 

FI 

45  One  from  Dallas  (5) 

47  Glamour,  sparkle  (7) 

SO  Busybody  (4.6} 

52  Devout  (5) 

55  StiU  valid  (9) 

56  Whisky  manufacturer  (9) 

58  Coat  star-sign  |9) 

60  Current  situation  (6J) 

61  Protected  (8) 

63  Robbers  (7) 

65  Calming  (7) 

66  The  daily  struggle  (3,4) 

67  Freedom  from  danger  (6) 

69  Royal  residence  (6) 

72  Exhaust;  outflow  pipe  (5) 

74  Subject.  modf(5) 


Back  in  October  I 
walked  out  into  my 
garden  in  Hertford¬ 
shire  and  picked  the 
last  of  the  peaches  from  the 
tree  by  the  toolshed  to  have 
with  breakfast.  The  fruit  was 
fully  ripe  and  lusciously  sweet 
— in  no  way  different  from  one 
grown  in  an  orchard  a  thou¬ 
sand  miles  further  south. 

In  Norfolk  —  a  county  not 
noted  for  the  mildness  of  its 
climate  and  whose  people 
boast  that  nothing  much  in  the 
way  of  hills  stands  between 
them  and  Siberia  —  there  is  a 
man  with  a  banana  tree 
flourishing  in  his  border. 

What  does  this  mean?  Does 
the  survival  of  a  plant  species 
growing  outdoors  in  Britain 
that  would  usually  be  more  at 
home  in  the  South  of  France — 
or  even  the  tropics  —  mean 
any  more  than  that  the  gar¬ 
dener  concerned  is  unusually 
skilled,  or  lucky?  After  all,  for 
centuries  no  English  country 
house  has  been  complete  whh- 
out  its  orangery,  and  Victorian 
hostesses  delighted  in  produc¬ 
ing  exotic  fruits  from  their 
hothouses  in  midwinter. 

According  to  the  experts  — 
climatologists,  ecologists  and 
plant  breeders  —  the  answer 
is:  yes.  there  is  a  gradual 
dimatic  change  under  way 
and  this  is  reflected  in  the 
plants  of  our  countryside  and 
m  the  crops  we  grow. 

One  such  expert  is  David 
Jeffery,  of  Unwins'  seeds, 
Histon,  near  Cambridge. 
When  Mr  Jeffery  gazed  out  on 
the  Royal  Horticultural  Soci¬ 
ety’s  vegetable  gardens  at 
Wisley.  Surrey,  at  the  start  of 
his  career,  he  was  looking  at 
the  same  plants  being  grown 
in  die  same  way  dud  his 
grandfather  would  have 
recognised. 

Now.  40  years  or  so  later,  he 
is  witnessing  a  gradual  revolu¬ 
tion  which  will  mean  a  trans¬ 
formation  of  our  horticultural 
landscape.  Marry  of  die  variet¬ 
ies  dial  have  fed  us  for 
centuries  are  already  disap¬ 
pearing  in  southern  areas  of 
Britain,  partly  through  a 
change  in  taste  and  eating 
habits,  but  also  as  a  result  of 
the  changing  weather. 


bitter  green  fruit  to  the  com¬ 
post  heap  or  making  even 
more  jars  of  inedible  chutney. 
Every  year,  they  can  expect  a 
crop  of  massive,  flavour- 
packed  Mediterranean  variet¬ 
ies  (Dot  to  be  confused  with  the 
so-called  "beefsteaks”  force- 
grown  under  glass  in  Holland 
and  imported  to  disgrace  Brit¬ 
ish  supermarket  shelves). 

Some  types  —  the  product  of 
genetic  engineering  r-  win 
stay  ripe  on  the  vine  for  weeks; 
an  obvious  benefit  to  die 
commercial  grower,  but  also  a 
boon  to  gardeners  in  the  more 
favoured  South,  who  will  no 
longer  be  faced  with  a  three- 
weak  dies  of  ratatouflle  and 
tomato  sandwiches  as  they  live 
out  the  annual  glut 

Mr  Jeffery  says:  “Many  of 
die  vegetables  we  have  tradi¬ 
tionally  grown  in  the  south  of 
England  are  likely  to  disap¬ 
pear  in  time.  Oops  such  as  the 
various  brassicas  and  peas  are 
particularly  hard  hit  by 
drought  At  the  same  time  as 
the  plants  are  being  starved  of 
moisture,  •  increasing  atmo¬ 
spheric  poisons  wfll  make 
them  weak  and  prune  to  pests 
and  disease.” 


And  he  adds:  “These 
plants  are  likely  to  be 
grown  commercially 
a  lot  further  north  — 
possibly  in  Scotland.  And  this 
will  be  reflected  in  gardening 
practice,  because  die  seeds 
available  to  the  amateur  grow¬ 
er  are  mostly  determined  by 
what  has  been  developed  for 
the  commercial  market 
“Sprouts,  in  particular,  are 
likely  to  continue  to  decline. 
They  are  rapidly  becoming 
just  a  Christmas  crop,  in  die 
supermarkets  ‘  anyway,  as 
tastes  change.  Young  people 
today  don't  want  to  eat  mem." 
Mr  Jeffery  says. 

The  number  may  also  be  up 
for  that  old  standby  of  the 
amateur  gardener,  the  scarlet 
runner-  Even  in  the  most 
favourable  seasons,  a  row  of 
these  thirsty  beasts  can  con¬ 
sume  gallons  of  water  every 
day. 

I  have  already  switched 
away  from  runners  in  my  own 
garden  towards  bean  varieties 
better  able  to  cope  with  dry 
weather  and  less  likely  to 
produce  Ifopeye-like  forearms 
m  the  unfortunate  gardener 
who  has  been  obliged  to  spend 
all  summer  carting  buckets  of 
water  down  the  garden  to 
slake  their  endless  appetite  for 
moisture. 

I  grew  white-flowered 
American  climbing  beans  in 
my  garden  last  season,  as  well 
as  the  better-known  dwarf 
Purple  Queen  (a  waxy,  near- 
black  variety  that  turns  green 
on  cooking)  and  penal-thin 
Kenyabeans. 

It  is  not  only  die  runners’ 
insatiable  thirst  that  makes 
them  too  demanding,  they 
already  find  themselves  under 
threat  from  a  change  in  form¬ 
ing  practice. 

“The  growing  of  oil-seed 
rape  is  making  runners  diffi¬ 
cult  as  a  crop  m  some  areas,” 
Mr  Jeffery  says. 


Where  once  vegeta¬ 
ble  gardens  in 
southern  coun¬ 
ties  were  filled 
with  cabbages  and  cauli¬ 
flowers,  which  win  struggle  in 
increasingly  extreme  condi¬ 
tions.  thee  wifi  be  melons  and 
exotic,  multicoloured  Ameri¬ 
can  squashes.  The  standard 
green-leaved  British  lettuces 
we  have  known  for  genera¬ 
tions  are  being  replaced  by 
heat-tolerant  varieties  varying 
in  colour  from  pale  pink  to  the 
richest  purple.  And  the  coarse, 
foot-tong  carrots  that  foe  Brit¬ 
ish  boil  to  within  an  inch  of 
their  lives  win  have  given  way 
to  quidt-growing  miniature 
varieties  which  achieve  foil 
flavour  by  foe  time  they  are 
only  a  couple  of  indies  king. 

lit  early  autumn,  gardeners 
in  the  North  will  no  longer  be 
forced  to  choose  between  am- 
signing  their  frostbitten  out- 
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Changes  in  taste  and 
dimate  could  mean: 


Outdoor  cherry 
tomatoes,  peppers, 
mange  tout,  French 
beans,  pink  fir  apple 
potatoes,  spinach, 
sweetconvederiac, 
fast-growing  baby 
varieties  of  carrot, 
lettuce. 


Sprouts,  cabbage, 
runner  beans,  turnips, 
swedes,  parsnips, 
rhubarb. 


“The  stuff  is  an  ecological 
disaster.  It  attracts  vast  num¬ 
bers  of  pollen  beetle  —  or' 
founder  bugs,  as  they  are 
popularly  known  —  which 
swarm  just  as  the  scarlet 
flowers  are  about  to  set.  The 
beetles  attack  the  flowers,  and 
the  result  is  —  no  beans." 

In  the  fields,  instead  of  the 
garish  yellow  acres  of  rotten 
cabbagewmeUing  rape,  we  can 
look  forward  to  a  countryside 
in  the  South  rather  like  that  of 
southern  central  France  fcy  the 
early  years  of  the  next  century . 
Sunflowers,  for  instance, -will 
be  formed  on  a  large  scale. 


providing  a  gentler,  more 
palatable  food  oil  than  rape. 

A  report  requested  earlier 
this  year  by  the  Department  of 
the  Environment  from  the 
Climate  Change  Impacts  Re¬ 
view  Group  to  John  Gummer. 
the  Environment  Secretary, 
warned  that  life  in  Britain 
would  probably  alter  drama¬ 
tically  in  the  next  half-century 
as  the  average  temperature 
increases  by  1.6G 

At  the  Imperial  College's 
Silwood  Campus  in  Berkshire. 
Dr  Hefin  Jones,  an  ecologist 
and  research  follow,  echoes 
the  warning,  but  he  cautions: 
“Although  there  is  now 
enough  research  data  avail¬ 
able  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the 
change,  the  difficulty  is  in 
making  accurate  predictions.” 

The  answer  to  our  future 
may  well  come  eventually 
from  the  Silwood  Campus. 
There,  in  a  series  of  sealed 
cabinets  which  make  up  an 
experiment  called  the  Ecotron, 
miniature  worlds  have  been 
created  where  the  climate  can 
be  controlled  at  the  touch  of  a 
button.  Within  the  cabinets, 
plants  and  insects  are  being 
observed  to  see  how  they  react 
to  the  conditions  we  may 
ourselves  have  to  face.  But  we 
will  have  to  be  as  patient  as 
gardeners  before  we  know  the 
facts  —  the  first  results  are  not 
to  be  published  until  July  1997. 

David  Blundell 
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(cancelled  order) 

Noe  mmalljr  avuOihb. 
HAND-MADE  in  bbek- 
iaquacd  solid  copper  with 
soSd  bran  fitting*.  Re¬ 
designed  from  an  original 
Victorian  gv  lament.  wired 
fat  electricity. 
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Not  I,  not  2,  but  3 
new  catalogues  from 
Mr  FodiagilFs_ 

■  Hmdtedi  of  grew  new  Tarima 
■Tlie  Gar  ksdji  double  petnoa 
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-  Ddiaoaf  pomaa  Be  comma 

■  hit  ind  nautili  pcrmakJj 


Orchids!  ARyouneedL- 
When:  to  sec  and  bay  them,  sod  how  to  paw  than. 
Fir  a  fra  pride  send  no  blebs  samps  Ik 
Briridi  Orchid  Gnmas  Asodarion,  38  Florence  Hoad, 
College  Town,  Camboky,  Saucy,  GU154QD. 
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From  left  to  right  Rosie  Atkins,  Dan  Pearson,  Penelope  Hobhouse.  Nigel  Colborn.  Rosemary  Verey,  Stephen  Anderton 


!ZK  UP  the  garden  shed  and  ask  a 
iener  which  chemical  or  substance  he 
he  would  most  miss?  The  Times  asked 
eminent  gardeners  which  things  they 
I  endlessly  useful  and  recommend, 
ac  Atkins,  award-winning  editor 

htrxieas  Illustrated: 

e  never  really  used  dyCTmrals  mu^ 
I  did  use  the  fungicide  Benlate  before 

as  discontinued  -  and  now  manage 

e  well  without  it.  I  don*  grow  plants 
Ch  struggle  fo  survive;  they  to 
s  foeir  chance  with  me.  1  Keep 
tning  to  try  Epsom  salts. 

i  Pearson,  designer,  broadcaster 
The  Sunday  Times  gardener, 
undup.  which  roniains  gbplwtev 

Se  as  a  safe  and  reliable 


weedkiller.  Used  appropriately,  h  is  the 
shortcut  to  a  dean  start  where  perennial 
pernicious  weeds  abound." 

Pendope  Hobhouse,  author, 
designer  sad  gardener: 

“I  still  like  to  use  Cheshupt  Compound’ 
watered  on  to  my  trays  of  seedlings,  to 
stop  than  developing  moulds  and  damp¬ 
ing  oft  It  has  been  around  for  a  longtime 
but  h  works  welL" 

Nigel  Colborn.  BBC  Gardener* 
Question  Time  panellist,  and  novelist: 
“Rosed ear,  a  combined  insecticide  and  . 
fongidde  manufactured  by  Mirade,  was 
capriciously  banned  this  year  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  an  the  flimsiest  of 
evidence.  1  want  ii  back,  and  so  does  the 
rest  of  foe  gardening  public." 


Rosemary  Verey,  antfaor,  journalist 
and  broadcaster 

“Dear  old  Jeyes  Fluid  fra-  me.  We  use  it 
every  year .  to  sterilise  the  greenhouse 
floors,  and  it  seemed  —  touch  wood  —  to 
keep  a  recurrence  of  honey  fungus  at  bay 
when  it  killed  one  of  the  limes  on  our  lime 
walk  years  ago." 

And.  finally,  for  mysdt . . 

“It  would  have  to  be  a  choice  between 
rooting  hormone  powder  and  die 
weedkiller  glyphosate.  I  could  do  without 
all  the  insecticides  and  fungicides,  but  for 
difficult  weeds  I  would  hate  to  be  without 
glyphosate.  as  chemicals  go,  it~s  relatively 
harmless,  too." 

Stephen  Anderton 


Terence  CuNEo^sgi 
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Herb  &  Wild-flower  seeds. 

Quality  garden  labels:  zinc,  copper, 
ahuninimn,  plastic,  scratdMXi  &  wooden. 
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Beautiful  botanical  cards. 

Send  for  free  lists  (card  or  libel  ( 
ample  2  x26p  strap) 

Wefls  &  Winter,  Mere  worth, 

Maidstone  ME185NB. 
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Incredible  low-cost 

computer  technology! 

Krystal  fits  in  minutes 

-  it's  the  simplest, 

most  efficient  answer 

to  lime  scale  problems 

ever  devised! 

Experience  sofHArater  benefits  NOW 
throughout  your  home  -  dean,  green 
and  absolutely  no  chemicals!  You 
can  fit  Krystal  yoursaJf  ki  S  rranutas 

INHIBITS  timescale  forming  in  kettles 
and  appliances.  *  DISSOLVES  existing  ! 
timescale  from  your  whole  water  I 
system.  *  GIVES  YOU  bettor  lather  I 
from  te3S  soap.  Water  to  kinder  to  skin  , 
md  hair.  *  PRESERVES  healthgiving 
natural  substances  in  your  water.  • 
SAVES  YOU  MONEY  or  soap  end 
detergents.*  HAKES  YOUR  BOILER 
more  efficient  and  prolongs  its  tits. 

TREATS  THE  WHOLE  HOUSE  FDR  LESS  THAN  EM 
90-DfflT  HOME  THAI. 


KrysUL  3  Ofd  Ford  Court.  Poaaay, 

WBu  SHB  5AQ  1st  01672  564113 
writ 

TRADE  AND  OVB^SEAS  ENQUIRIES  WELCOME? 
Customas  In  Wand  g*1  BOO  675555  CM  haw) 


A  NEW  GUARDIAN 
GARAGE  DOOR 


No  mom  heaving,  pwhing  er  Dflhe.  now  Mh  a  nan 
touch  o I  a  button  your  Ouanflan  rtemote  Central 
Gang*  Door  simply  rola  up  and  away,  wMta  you  assy 
wwm  and  dry  In  the  contort  of  your  cm.  Manutacnimd 
In  malnmnanaw  tree  stove  onamoOcd  aluminium  m  a 
range  of  colour*  and  Iu0y  tracaBad,  they  wa  prove  to 
be  a  round  Investment  and  an  attractive  addition  to 
your  home. 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 


THE  PHOTOGRAPHS  numbered  1  to  8  illustrate 
property  stories  that  have  been  in  the  news  in  1996.  The 
object  of  the  quiz  is  to  guess  the  person  or  place  each 
photograph  relates  to,  using  the  clues  (see  right). 

The  reader  with  the  correct  answers  selected  from  the 
postbag  on  January  3, 1997,  will  win  an  all-inclusive  two- 
night  stay  at  Champneys  health  resort  in  Tring. 
Hertfordshire,  worth  up  to  £600.  The  “New  Year,  New 
You"  package  can  be  taken  at  any  time  until  February  28, 
1997  (subject  to  availability).  Normal  Times  competition 
rules  apply.  Send  your  entries  to  Property  Quiz, 
Weekend.  The  Tunes.  1  Pennington  Street  London  El 
9XN.  Solution  on  January  II.  Cheryl  Taylor 
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AROUND  £9251 


1  This  much  loved  grandmother 
saved  the  castle  for  charity. 

2  Which  Essex  girl  was  fined  tor 
changing  her  historic  home? 

3  Unlfcety  terrorist  target  in  the  first 
division. 

4  This  man's  house  of  horror  is 
wiped  off  the  map. 

5  Ritzy  "double"  troubled  by 
builders'  rubble  on  Channel  Island 
hideaway. 

6  Sly  intruder  puts  one's  wildlife  in 
a  flap  at.this  residence. 

7  This  star-crossed  couple  play  a 
game  of  musical  houses. 

8  The  new  watering  hole  for  this 
raucous  popstar. 


'iiC 


Hill 


Create  a  cracking  good  design 


Louisa  Young 


explains  how  a  few 


pieces  of  broken  tile 


can  be  turned  into  a 


beautiful  mosaic 


IRELAND: 

Ardfcraccan.  Navan.  Co.  Meaffi.  iBth-centuiy  Palladian  mansion  In  120 
acres  of  parkland  Baht  bedrooms,  sot  bathrooms  (three  an  suits),  day 
and  night  nurseries,  four  reception  rooms,  study,  kitchen,  domestic 
offices  and  staff  fiat  East  PaviBon  with  tour  rooms.  West  Pavilion: 
setf-contaned  four-bedroom  staff/ guest  accommodation.  Entrance 
l«ige  and  larmbuMngs.  About  £300,000  (Hamilton  Osborne  King. 

00  S5  31  6760251). 


Mosaic  is  easy.  I  do  it  with  my 
three-year-old.  and  her 
efforts  are  generally  better 
than  mine.  Like  cooking,  it  is  easier  to 
learn  by  watching  and  doing  than  by 
following  a  recipe.  However,  because 
the  cost  of  equipment  can  add  up.  and 
because  you  may  be  unsure  whether 
you  will  take  to  it.  a  good  way  to  start  is 
to  take  an  evening  class.  Then,  if  you 
get  the  mosaic  buzz,  you  can  buy  alfthe 
things  you  will  need,  including  The 
Mosaic  Book  by  Peggy  Vance  and 
Celia  Goodrick-CIarke  {Conran  Octo¬ 
pus,  E16.99).  which  gives  step-by-step 
instructions,  design  ideas  and  plenty  of 
inspiration. 

The  simplest  mosaic  method  is  to 
spread  grout  all  over  a  base  and  then 
push  broken  crocket)-  into  it  But  if  you 
want  a  more  professional  finish,  try  the 
indirect  method.  It  is  called  indirect 
because  you  create  the  design  upside- 
down  on  paper,  to  get  a  smooth 
surface,  then  upend  it  onto  its  base. 

Let’s  start  with  a  die  (later  you  can 
work  up  to  fireplace  surrounds,  bath¬ 
room  floors  and  grottos). 

You  will  need: 

Mosaic  tiles 

Grout  {Unibond  all-purpose 
waterproof  is  good) 

Brawn  paper 
Stanley  knife 
Small  flexible  grout  knife 
Paper  gum 

Two  pieces  of  hardboard:  one  of  them 
the  size  you  want  your  mosaic  to  be 
(you  could  also  use  an  old  tile,  if  you 
want  your  item  to  be  waterproof);  one 
rather  larger 
Masking  tape 
Water  and  sponge 
Lint-free  doth  (a  bit  of  old 
sheet  is  good) 

Dampen  the  brown  paper  slightly  and 
tape  it  firmly  (tape  along  all  the  edges) 
to  the  larger  board.  Stretch  rt  as  you 


HAMPSHIRE: 

Home  Lodge,  Chokterton.  Grade  Li  listed  18th-century  country  hi 
*n  «>3ht  acres  at  formal  gardsrcj,  walled  kitchen  garden,  woods  £ 
padeoors.  Six  bedrooms,  four  bathrooms  (two  en  suite),  gaflerie 
haC.  three  reception  rooms,  library,  kitrften/breafdast  room  and 
domestic  offic«  Swimming  pod.  tennis  courts.  About  £950.000 
(Knight  Frank.  0148a  63272*6). 


CASA  BEAD, 

Gugfano,  Uroca,  Tuscany.  Restored  country  house  in  17  acres  of 
woodland  and  ofiva  groves,  in  the  hiDs  above  Lucca.  Five  bedrooms, 
four  bathrooms  {one  en  suite},  sitting  room,  drawing  room,  tfering 
room/bilSard  room,  kitchen/breafcfest  roam.  Farmhouse  providing 
staft  and  guest  accommodation.  Studio,  swimming  pool,  chapel  and 
terraced  gardens.  About  £530,000  (Knight  Frank  0171-829  8171). 

CHERYL  TAYLOR 


DES JENSON 
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Dragon  mosaic  designed  and  made  by  the  author’s  neighbours.  Candida  Blaker  and  Stephen  Clarice 


ape  it.  When  it  is  dry.  sketch  your 
design  in  pencil.  Remember  that  it  will 
come  out  reversed,  so  if  you  are  doing  a 
number  or  writing,  do  it  backwards.  It 
is  probably  best  to  start  with  some¬ 
thing  small  and  simple,  say  a  star  or  a 
geometric  design.  A  mirror  in  a  mosaic 
frame  is  effective;  if  you  wantto  do  this, 
gum  the  mirror  face  down  in  position 
before  starting  the  mosaic.  Your  local 
glass  cutter  will  snip  you  a  piece  of 
mirror  to  size. 

Next  choose  your  colours.  Gum  the 
paper  for  the  section  of  design  that  you 
are  working  on.  and  stick  the  tiles 
smooth  side  down  lone  side  is  ridged; 
that  side  should  be  up)  on  to  the  paper. 
Clip  the  tittle  glass  tiles  (tesserae)  into 
Shape  as  you  wish.  You  need  put  only 
the  edge  of  the  tile  into  the  dippers;  it 
will  snap.  The  doser  you  fit  the  tiles 
together,  the  more  professional  the 
result.  Use  the  tiles'  own  straight  edges 


for  the  edge  of  your  design.  Remember 
that  the  cut  edges  can  be  sharp. 

When  your  design  is  done,  let  it  dry. 
Then  take  the  other  piece  of  board  (or 
tile)  and  make  sure  that  it  fits  fairly 
accurately  over  your  design.  Apply  a 
layer  of  grout  about  Icm  thick  all  over 
it  and  score  it  with  the  grout  knife.  Do 
this  gently,  and  make  sure  it  is 
positioned  correctly  before  you  press  — 
there's  no  going  back  at  this  stage. 

Then  put  another  board,  some 
heavy  books  and/or  weights  on 
top,  and  leave  for  24  hours.  The 
.  next  day,  take  off  the  weights  and  take 
down  your  mosaic.  The  tiles  should  be 
stuck  firmly  into  the  grout,  and  the 
brown  paper  should  come  away  from 
the  board  with  them.  Use  water  and  a 
sponge  to  soak  rhe  brown  paper  off  the 
tiles.  Be  very  careful.  A  few  tiles  may 
remain  attached  to  the  paper,  so  ease 


than  gently  and  take  your  time.  If  the 
toes  come  off,  you  can  glue  them  back 
into  position.  This  is  the  crunch 
moment:  not  only  do  you  find  out  if 
your  hies  have  stuck,  property,  you  see 
your  design  for  the  first  time. 

If  the  mosaic  seems  finru  take  your 
grouting  knife  and  remove  any  extra¬ 
neous  grout.  Then,  with  the  knife  (or 
your  fingers)  Dll  in  any  gaps  beween 
the  tiles  and  tidy  up  the  edges.  Leave  to 
chy  for  a  couple  of  hours,  then  wine 
over  with  a  damp  doth.  You  may  have 
to  scrub,  or  even  use  the  knife, 
depending  on  how  much  excess  grout 

■IertL!!r,A  fi!fn  make  the. 

nles  dull,  so  be  carefuL 

,  ,'^5veS?“f  “  tidy  mi  hrauti. 
tuuet  it  dry  for  24  hours,  and  polish  off 
with  a  dry  doth.  Then  put  it  on  your 
kitchen  table,  make  yourself  a  congrat¬ 
ulatory  pot  of  tea  and  you’ll  haw  a 
colourful  mat  on  which  to  put  it 


PROPERTY 

NEWS 


■  THE  housing  market 
is  ending  the  year  on  a 
high  note,  according  to 
the  Royal  Institute  of 
Chartered  Surveyors. 
Optimism  has  not  been 
dampened  by  an  interest 
rate  rise,  with  44  per  cent 
of  surveyors  nationwide 
reporting  price  increases 
in  November. 

■  THE  market  has  sur¬ 
passed  all  expectations 
in  19%,  according  to 
agents  Knight  Prank, 
with  a  rise  of  17.6  per 
cent  in  the  prime 
London  residential  in¬ 
dex  since  November 
1995.  Country  houses 
have  increased  by  5  to  10 
per  cent. 

■  THIS  year  will  be 
remembered  as  the  one 
people  came  out  to  look 
for  property,  say  the 
Black  horse  agencies, 
with  29  per  cent  more 
people  registering  in  the 
South  to  buy  houses 
than  last  year,  while 
viewings  in  the  North 
East  have  increased  by 
20  percent 

■  THE  market  has  not 
stopped  this  autumn, 
rays  agent  Strutt  & 
Parker,  which  has  sold 
almost  25  per  cent  more 
properties  to  the  end  of 
November  19%  com- 

with  the  same 
time  last  year. 

■  PRIME  central  Lon¬ 
don  agents  have  had  a 
8~d  year  De  Grow 
Collis  says  25  per  cent  of  : 
prune  central  London 
property  soy  within 
“tree  months  of  coming 

while 

Friend  &  Fakke  records 

ansteonopn-centmthe 

rentals  market. 

Loose 
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The  word  "baronial”  has  a 
grand  ring.  It  is  Scots’ 
shorthand  for  all  the  hy¬ 
perbole  that  flows  when  an 
estate  agent  describes  a  domestic 
fortress  overlooking  a  stunning 
view.  This  one  resonant  adjective 
has  more  impact  than  the  limp 
lexi cot  of  “executive-style  dwelling 
of  generous  proportions  in  a  desir¬ 
able  setting”. 

Glenmayne  House,  near  Gala¬ 
shiels  in  Selkirkshire,  is  baronial  to 
its  last  turret,  oak  door  and  crow's 
•foot  gable.  The  bouse  overlooks  a 

sweep  of  the  River  Tweed,  is  built  in 

the  Borders  tradition  of  status 
symbol,  and  signals  that  John 
Murray,  a  self-made  Victorian 
wool-baron  of  Galashiels,  had  done 
well  and  was  proud  of  the  fact 
Even  the  doorbell  is  not  one  to  be 
ignored.  It  hangs  .in  its  own  tower,, 
and  might  have  been  attached  at 
one  time  to  a  cathedral,  judging 
from  the  loud  dang  it  sends 
the  valley.  Tony  Curtis,  the  laird  of 
Glenmayne  for  the  past  23  years, 
explains  that  the  bell  was  the  surest 
way  of  summoning  his  children 
from  the  14  acres  surrounding  the 
house.  “We  tried  whistles  but  they 
were  lost  in  the  wind,"  he  says. 

The  children  have  grown  up  and 
departed  and,  although  Glen¬ 
mayne  has  been  a  splendid  family 
home,  Mr  and  Mrs  Curtis  are  now 
looking  for  somewhere  a  little  less, 
well.  baroniaJL 

An  internationally  respected  an¬ 
tiques  specialist,  Mr  Curtis  found¬ 
ed  and  edits  the  Lyle  official 
reviews,  a  “bible”  to  dealers  around 
the  world.  More  than  two  million 
copies  have  been  compiled  and 
dispatched  from  Glenmayne.  This 
is  tdfrconagingon  a  grand  scale. 

Mr  Curtis  studies  me  brieffy with 
shrewd,  valuer’s  eyes:  area  IQS, 
patina  of  grizzle  around  the  chin, 
hair  still  attached,  touch  of  bewild¬ 
erment  about  tiie  eyes,  takes  volu¬ 
minous  notes  In  copperplate 


Ttnnreted  Glenmayne  House  and  (right)  its  owners,  Tony  and  Annette  Curtis,  in  the  ornate,  panelled  and  gilded  reception  halL  Below,  the  central  staircase,  with  decorative  banisters,  leads  to  a  galleried  landing 


Pitman,  authentic  postwar  profes¬ 
sional.  Probably  cannot  distinguish 
Ming  from  Grinling  Gibbons.  Spot 
on,  Mr  Curtis. 

Indoors,  we  pass  a,sentinel  stone 
horse  into  a  reception  hall  with 
acoustics  to  make  your  butler 
sound  like  Boris  Christoff.  The 
house  once  had  more  than  30 
below-stairs  staff.  It  was  built  .in 
1866  and  only  two  families  have 
lived  here  since.  Little  has  been 
changed:  much  of  the  original  silk 
wallpaper  and  decoration  remain. 

The  Curtises  have  devoted  their 
spare  time  to  restoring  any  alter¬ 
ations  from  the  original.  The  house 
-  has  been  both  hobby  and  home:  “I 
dfd  my  Michelangelo  bit  on  the 
music  room  ceiling.'”  Mr  Curtis 
says,  and  indeed  the  join  in  the 
colourful  panels  is  hard  to  spot 

The  main  rooms  defy  the  estate 
industry’s  art  of  eulogy.  A  48fr-long 
drawing  room  stretches  in  two 
striking  reception  and  withdraw¬ 
ing  areas,  separated  by  eight 
Corinthian  columns.  What  kilted 
elegance  and  striding  tartan  this 
roam  must  have  witnessed  an 
Hogmanays  past  what  wild  reds. 


HOUSE  OF  THE  WEEK 


Glenmayne  House, 
Galashiels,  Selkirkshire 

•  Price:  Starts  at  £550,000 

•  Setting:  14  rural  acres 
overlooking  river  Tweed. 
Two.  miles  from  Galashiels, 
38  miles  from  Edinburgh 

•  Shopping:  Galashiels, 
(heavy  tweeds,  caps  and 
stout  shoes  a  speciality). 
Melrose  and  Hawick  locally 

•  Entertainment  Edinburgh 
Festival,  plus  heaps  of 
county  frin  for  all.  • 

stripped  willows.  Dashing  White 
Sergeants  and  Gay  Gordons  as  the 
Laird  Murray  welcomed  in  another 
year  when  he  could,  perhaps,  again 
buy  the  entire  Australian  wool  clip 
and  pile  his  fortune  even  higher. 

.  One  roam  more  than  any  other 
earns  Glenmayne  its  Category  A 
listing.  The  library  designed  by  Sir 


modem  equivalent  of  £4  million 
(the  present  insured  value)  on  his 
project.  He  did  not  covet  his 
neighbour’s  house,  he  simply  set 
about  building  one  better.  The 
story  goes  of  him  prodding  the 
portico  of  a  nearby  mansion  with 
his  walking  stick  and  dedaring  it  a 
"Gey  dumpy  door". 


Murray's  perfectionism 
shows  everywhere. 
Oak  doors  on  gleam¬ 
ing,  intricate  brass 
hinges  shut  with  a  Bentley's  dick. 
Large  windows  shower  in  tight  that 
dispels  any  hint  of  die  gloom 
enveloping  so  many  other  baronial 
piles  that  have  the  air  of  Glencoe  on 
a  dull  day. 

I  lost  count  of  the  number  of 
bedrooms  and  bathrooms.  There  is 
an  art  deco  lift,  installed  by  the 
second  owner,  which  links  the 
basement  with  two  upper  floors 
and,  like  the  130-year-old  plumb¬ 
ing.  works  perfectly.  The  room  in 
which  the  American  General  Grant 
had  lunch  is  now  part  of  the 
publishing  empire:  Mr  and  Mrs 
Curtis  live  in  the  servants  ’  quarters. 


Robert  Larimer  is  a  gem,  with  a 
central  cupola,  oak  bookcases  with 
the  carved heads  of  eminent  writers 
and  musicians,  and  a  superb 
marble  fireplace  from  Italy.  Appar¬ 
ently  Murray  returned  from  Italy 
with  a  load  of  magnificent  fire¬ 
places,  two  bronze  lions  and  a 
fountain  weighing  several  tons. 


Imagine  that  lot  arriving  in 
Galashiels  in  the  days  before  TNT 
and  Parcel  Force. 

The  house  took  15  years  to 
complete  and  woodcarvers.  ma¬ 
sons  and  specialist  plasterers  from 
Italy  moved  in  with  their  families 
for  two  years  or  more  until  their 
work  was  done.  Murray  spent  the 


which  have  been  transformed  into 
a  large  and  comfortable  flat. 

Restoration  has  extended  to  the 
grounds,  where  there  is  a  huge, 
south-facing  walled  garden  and  a 
greenhouse  that  yielded  400  peach¬ 
es  and  500  bundles  of  grapes  last 
harvest.  Trees  and  shrubs,  planted 
under  the  architect’s  direction,  are 
handsomely  mature  and  proride  a 
rolling  programme  of  changing 
colour.  A  winding  drive  rises  from 
the  A7  in  a  sort  of  crescendo  to 
which  the  house  is  a  concluding 
blast  of  trumpets. 

“It  has  been  a  joyous  place  to  own 
and  restore,"  Mr  Curtis  says, 
“though  with  a  house  of  such 
quality  we  are  as  much  custodians 
as  we  are  owners.” 

The  asking  price  of  £550.000 
must  surely  be  the  estate  agency 
equivalent  of  trout  tickling.  Tow 
this  place  down  the  A7  to  any 
stockbroker  belt  and  it  would 
surely  fetch  millions.  Mind  you,  a 
man  who  hesitates  between  Ming 
from  Grinling  could  be  wrong. 

9  Agent:  Savitls,  46  Charlotte 
Square,  Edinburgh  EH24QH  (0131- 
2266061). 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL: 
0171 481 1986  (TRADE) 
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071 481  4000  (PRIVATE) 
FAX:  0171 782  7828  0171  782  7799 
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Dundee  Wharf,  Three  Colt  Street  (Off  Narrow  Street),  Limehouse  E14 


DUNDEE  WHARF  -  DESIGNED  BY  CAMPBELL,  Z060L0VITCK,  WILKINSON  &  GOUGH 

Large  Luxury  2  Bedroom 
Waterside  Apartments  From  Only 

£145,000 

Satin  a  prime  watmirtmt  location,  at  the  heart  of  to  an  exceptionally  high  specfficaffon,  amf  sur- 
London’s  "Second  XXty*  and  adjacent  to  Canary-  rounded  by  mra*er  on  all  theme  sides,  Dundee  Wharf* 
Wharf.  Dundee  Wharf  Is  one  of  the  last  great  apartments  aBhmro  large  balconies  and  attfoy 
resfdontktf  developments  on  the  Thames.  Finished  spectacular  views  up  river  towards  Tower  Bridge. 
SpeczGcation  Includes  ■  Private  leisure  taeflfifes  •  Concierge  •  Secure  garaging  ■  Fuffy  integrated  kitchens 
•  Enstdte  and  principal  bathrooms  At aB  apartments  •Luxury Poor finishes  throughout 
•  Fated  wardrobes"  10  year  NJ4J3.C.  guarantee 

Large  {826  sq  ft)  2  bedroom  waterside  apts  £ 145- 150,  OOO 
lam,  (940  sa  ft)  3  bedroom  waterside  apts  £1 68-1 70,000 


0171  613  3055 


ALLYMORE 


http://vnrwJbaUymore.co.uk 


SAvnxs 


0171  488  9586 


BATH 


,  sooth  facing 


ovnooktas  ibe  whole  of  Bah  n> 
luitwllug  hiBndgs.  Bcanofa! 
primnr  wiled  nden.  4  rrapoon 
roams,  fawadoon  to  snany 
nance,  3  bedroom,  2  Mrams. 
•rcftxhop,  Balky.  cdhracc.  OSP. 
TcL-01225  464992. 


I  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

BanlmzT*  Ball  0371  833  4466. 


BALEARICS 


CHELSEA 


ClOOOpw 

01295  720512. 


RETIREMENT 

HOMES 


DULWICH 


HORNIMAN 

MUSEUM 

IWqoe  cottage  with  Mmi-nwd 

upffl  BR  lanhw 

l2floiai.  4  doable  bedroom*,  SW 
feeing  tanka,  pa  fired  aga.  fall 
gm  CH,  doable  garage  ft  off 
Mftipikipg.  rkfir  ip  rnfrUrnt 
kImwIs, 

£170000  far  qmdc  safe.  Td  01SI 
2915284  or  0181  9984459. 


PLOTS  FOR  CONSTRUCTION 


next  to  fairways  areas  from  1.185  m2 
PROMOTIONAL  OFFER  FOR  PHASE  II 
from  only  £34,000.-  inducting  a  Golf  Right 


LUXURY  APARTMENTS 


flrom  only  £70,000.-  Inducting  a  Golf  Right 


ifeirtey  &  Mine  O'Dell 

Tol.  01933  3G0239 
Fax  01933  4G0950 


GIBRALTAR 


QUEENSWAY. 


Luxury  Marina  Properties 
For  Sale  in  Gibraltar 
Front  line  sea  vieun  over  private  marina 
to  Spam  and  North  Africa. 

One  of  the  mast  luxurious  developments 
m  the  Sousfjem  Mediterranean. 


Seasotud 

Generous  discounts  for  January  buyers! 


Just  18  Apartments  remainin 


Major  tax  benefits 
for  individuals 


Penthouses  from 

£255,000 .  £450,000 
Apartments  from 

£160,000  -  £240,000 
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It’s  a  dog’s  life  in  the  cargo  hold 

ADRIAN  DENNIS 


Flying  a  pet 
abroad  is  costly 
and  can  be 
complicated  if  you 
don’t  have  the 
know-how 

Sky-high  costs  for  transport¬ 
ing  pets  by  air  pose  a  stem 
test  of  any  owner’s  loyalty. 
To  fly  an  elderly  rerriever  to 

New  Zealand  is  costing  one  family 
£1.400.  while  the  airline’s  standard 
one-way  adult  economy  fare  is  about 
£1.000.  There  are  no  bucket-shop 
deals  or  Apex  arrangements  for 
animals  and  no  reduced  fares  for 
under-age  puppies  or  kinens. 

On  learning  the  likdy  bill  for  air¬ 
freighting  an  animal,  many  owners 
offer  to  pay  far  an  extra  seat  and  let 
their  pet  sit  beside  them  on  the 
flight,  says  Beryl  Bromage,  a  part¬ 
ner  in  Worldwide  Animal  Travel. 
But  this  is  nut  pennined. 

Hold  5.  the  aircraft’s  heated  and 
pressurised  freight  section  near  the 
tail,  where  animals  are  accommo¬ 
dated,  is  the  dearest  space  on  the 
plane,  she  says.  Cargo  costs  are 
determined  by  the  overall  volume  of 
container^.  "You  cant  pack  animals 
as  you  pack  cargo,  so  you  are  paying 
for  the  air  around  them." 

A  travel  agency  for  animals 
conjures  up  fanciful  pictures  of 
French  poodles  popping  over  to 
Paris  for  a  weekend  break  or 
Siamese  cats  returning  to  their 
roots.  In  fact,  most  animals  Mrs 
Bromage  deals  with  belong  to 
owners  who  are  emigrating  or 
moving  to  an  overseas  post. 

Cards  and  letters,  often  bearing 
paw-prints,  attest  to  satisfied  cus¬ 
tomers.  including  hamsters,  rabbits, 
tortoises,  terrapins  and  parrots. 

New  Zealand.  Australia  and  Can¬ 
ada  are  favourite  destinations,  with 
a  new  surge  to  South  Africa. 

Pfet  owners  can  make  their  own 
arrangements  but  the  paperwork 
represents  a  minefield  fur  die  un¬ 
wary.  Regulations  vary  from  cuun- 
ny  to  country.  While  some  require 
unly  a  health  certificate,  others 
demand  proof  that  the  country  of 
origin  is  disease-free.  New  Zealand 
insists  on  rabies  jabs  and  faeces 
specimens,  while  Australia  imposes 
a  quarantine  period  and  demands 
identification  computer  chips. 

In  addition  to  arranging  docu¬ 
mentation.  Mrs  Bromage  and  her 
partner,  Linda  Handwick.  commis¬ 
sion  the  construction  of  containers 
tailored  to  the  animals’  statistics. 
Regulations  state  that  containers 
have  to  be  twice  as  broad  as  the 
occupant  and  4in  longer.  Older 
dogs,  with  middle-aged  spreads, 
need  more  space  to  allow  them  to 
move  and  lie  in  comfort.  Official 
inspections  are  made  at  the  airport 
Usually,  containers  are  made  of 
wood,  but  when  a  Bristol  dog  bound 
for  Cape  Town  ate  the  side  of  his  box 
before  reaching  Heathrow,  he  had 
to  be  accommodated  in  a  plastic 
alternative.  Boxes  have  wire  mesh  at 
each  end.  to  allow  the  animals  fa  see 
out  and  air  holes  in  the  sides. 

While  Americans  dispense  tran¬ 
quillisers  liberally.  Mrs  Bromage’s 
company  does  not  unless  specifical¬ 
ly  advised  to  by  a  vet.  Safer  and 
more  effective,  she  believes,  is  the 
presence  in  a  box  of  some  memento 
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All  boxed  up  and  ready  for  takeoff  for  a  new  life:  a  dog  takes  a  last  sniff  of  fresh  air  at  the  airport  before  being  loaded  into  the  heated  and  pressurised  hold  of  an  aircraft 


with  a  familiar  smell  from  the  pet’s 
home.  The  interior  of  one  dog’s  box 
was  papered  with  drawings  by  his 
young  owner,  although  whether  this 
was  for  the  peace  of  mind  of  the  pet 
or  the  boy  was  not  dear. 

When  owners  receive  a  container 
before  a  flight,  they  are  recommend¬ 
ed  to  leave  it  around  the  house  with 
its  door  open  for  a  couple  of  days  to 
allow  the  pet  fa  become  accustomed 
fa  it.  A  tasty  morsel  left  inside  can 
encourage  a  petto  investigate. 

Mrs  Bromage  and  Miss  Hard- 
wicke  operate  a  collection  service 
from  anywhere  in  the  country, 
though  clients  often  find  it  less 
expensive  to  meet  them  at  a  conve¬ 
nient  rendezvous.  Based  in  Brent¬ 
wood.  Essex,  a  couple  of  minutes 
from  the  M25.  the  women  often  ’ 
complete  handovers  at  motorway 
service  stations.  Home  calls  can 
involve  coaxing  reluctant  cats  from 
trees  and  rescuing  errant  hamsters 
from  beneath  floorboards. 

Most  owners  are  anxious  that 
their  .animals  might  soil  the  contain¬ 
ers.  “Providing  you  are  sensible 
about  feeding,  they  will  not,"  Mrs 
Bromage  says.  On  the  day  before 


flying,  pets  should  have  a  light  meal 
—  chicken  for  dogs  and  fish  for  cats. 
She  tells  of  an  English  bull  terrier 
that  remained  dean  and  dry  nor 
only  throughout  the  24-haur  journey 
from  Australia  to  Britain,  but  dur- 


FACT  FILE 


ANIMAL  overseas  travel 
specialists  include: 

■  Worldwide  Animal 
Travel  43  London  Road. 
Brentwood.  Essex  CM  14 
4MN  (01277  23I61I). 

■  Pinehawk  Kennels. 
Church  Road.  Carlton. 
Newmarket.  Suffolk  CB8 
9LA  (01223  290778). 

■  Overfull  Kennels. 

Norton  Lane,  Norton 
Malreward.  Pens  ford. 

Bristol  BSIS4EY 
(01275  832489). 

■  Pets  Travel  Service.  168 
Appin  Crescent.  Dunfermline 
KY127TX  (01383  722818). 


ing  the  subsequent  road  journey  to 
quarantine  kennels  at  Crewe  in 
Cheshire.  “But,”  she  says,  “when  he 
emerged  from  his  travelling  box  he 
just  wet  and  weL" 

Airport  check-in  time  for  pets  is 
earlier  than  for  humans.  They  have 
to  be  sealed  in  their  containers  four 
hours  before  take-off.  Heathrow 
and  Gatwick  have  designated  ani¬ 
mal  roams,  where  containers  are 
checked,  and  measured  and  where 
veterinary  examinations  take  place. 

Not  all  airlines  accept  animals. 
American-bound  passengers  who 
choose  fa  fly  Virgin,  for  instance, 
have  to  send  their  pets  with  another 
airline. 

With  40  years’  experience  in  the 
business  between  them.  Mrs 
Bromage  and  Miss  Hard  wicke 
agree  that  pets  usually  make  better 
travellers  than  their  owners.  Ani¬ 
mals  the  two  women  meet  at 
airports  invariably  arrive  bright¬ 
eyed  and  bushy  tailed,  even  after  30 
hours  sealed  in  a  box. 

It  might  have  something  fa  do 
with  missing  die  in-flight  movies. 

Alan  Road 


Bambi  a  non-racing  greyhound,  needs  a  home  with  children 


ADOPT  ME 


BAMBI  is  a  fawn-coloured  greyhound  who  arrived  at  the  animal 
centre  three  months  ago.  He  was  not  a  racing  greyhound  and  would 
make  an  excellent  pet  for  a  family  with  children,  but  he  does  not 
get  on  with  other  dogs  or  cats. 

If  you  are  interested  in  Bambi,  contact  RS  PCA  Millbrook 
Animal  Centre;  Chobham,  Surrey  (01276  85S792). 
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Space  helmet  of  youth 


ALTERNATIVELY  SPEAKING 


A  VET  WRITES 


[7=rj  lam  told  I  should  worm 
12£J  my  dog  regularly  and 
that  1  am  an  irresponsible 
owner  if  I  don't  Is  h  neces¬ 
sary?  He  is  five,  fit  as  a  fiddle 
arid  I  have  never  seen  any 
sign  of  wonnSL  Wouldn't  it  be 
better  to  examine  a  sample 
before  pushing  worming  tab¬ 
lets  down  his  throat? 

a  Responsible  owners 
worm  adult  dogs  at  least 
every  six  months .and  puppies 
and-  breeding  bitches  more 
often  —  for  human,  rather 
than  animal,  health  reasons. 
Larvae  of  toxocara,  the  dog 
roundworm,  occur  in  parks 
fouled  by  dogs.  These  larvae 
can  be  picked  up  by  a  child 
playing  on  the  grass.  In  most 
cases  no  harm  results,  but  if  a 
larva  develops  and  migrates  it 
can  reach  the  back  of  the 
child's  eye  and  damage  the 
sight,  sometimes  permanent¬ 
ly.  This  happens  to  about  50 
children  a  year.  If  we  all 
wormed  our  dogs  .regularly, 
toxocara  damage  would  never 
happen. 

Finding  out  first  by  sam¬ 
pling  sounds  a  better  idea 
than  it  is.  If  worm  eggs  are 
present  the  dog  has  got 
worms,  but  a  negative  sample 
simply  means  they  were  notin 
that  sample.  Tomorrow’s  sam¬ 
ple  could  be  positive.  If  the  dog 
has  immature  worms,  they 
will  not  be  laying  eggs  today, 
but  they  will  before  long. 

Worm  doses  are  safe,  effect¬ 
ive  and  inexpensive.  Sampling 
first  takes  longer,  costs  more 
and  is  not  so  certain. 

For  a  free  leaflet  send  an 
SAE  to  the  Pet  Health  Council. 
Thistledome  Cottage.  49  Main 
Street  Sew  stem,  Oncolnshire 
NG335RF. 

|7T|  My  budgie,  ,B«t  is 
\2<1  nearly  two  and  his  beak 
has  never  been  trimmed. 
How  often  should  this  be 
done  and  how  can  t  tell  if  it  is 
necessary? 

Hlf  Bert’s  upper  and  lower 
beaks  are  correctly 
aligned,  it  is  unlikely  they  will 
ever  need  cutting.  Troubles 
arise  when  one  beak  overlaps 
the  other.  Because  the  beaks 
do  not  meet  correctly,  one 
overgrows  and,  in  -extreme 
cases,  a  bird  cannot  eat  prop¬ 
erly  and  may  starve.  These 
deformities  are  inherited  and 
should  always  be  looked  for 
when  buying  a  budgie. 

I  hare  beard  thkt  liver  is 
bad  for  cats.  Is  this  true? 
My  black  cat  Solomon,  pre¬ 
fers  it  to  anything  else.  1 

Raw  liver  contains  large 
quantities  of  vitamin  A 
and  it  is  possible  to  have  too 
much  of  a  good  thing.  Exces¬ 
sive,  amounts  of  this, vitamin 
cause  abnormal  changes  in  a 
cat’s  spine,  especially  in  the 
neck.  They  are  in  pain.  cannot 
twist  their  necks.  So  stop 
grooming  themselves  and.  in 
extreme  cases,  have  difficulty 
in  walking.  Be  firm  with 
Solomon.  Nofiwr  until  he  has 
eaten  the  proper  food.  Then 
give  him  a  cubic  inch1  piece  of 
liver.  And  no  more. 

James  Allcock 

•.Readers  should  write  to  The 
Times  Vet,  Weekend,  The  Times.  I 
Pennington  Street.  London  El 
9XN.  Advice  is  offered  without 
legal  responsibility. 
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TAMARA  VORONINA  could  hail 

from  a  James  Bond  movie.  Blonde.  fy  \ 

powerful,  tail,  she  talks  in  heavily  BTI _  i 

accented  English  that  leaves  out 
words  and  pronounces  "then"  as  I 
"ven".  5u  she  promised  that  if  ]  I 
followed  her  prescriptions,  "ven  >nu  ft 
feel  much  better".  ft 

Dr  Voronina  is  a  Ukrainian  Ik 
endocrinologist  who.  for  rhe  past 
four  years,  has  practised  acupunc-  H|ftw| 
ture  and  reflexology  in  London,  and 
is  now  at  Kensington’s  carefully  RACHE 
Feng-shui-filtered  Good  Health 
Clinic.  There  I  found  myself  filling  in  the  usual 
forms,  marking  my  symptoms,  before  an  hour- 
long  session  of  "mountain  air  training"  with  Dr 
Voronina.  The  treatment  promises  "super- 
furmancc.  staying  young  and  rejuvenation"  by 
breathing  purified  air 'which  simulates  that 
found  at  5.800  metres  (about  1 9,000ft t. 

Lead  me  to  it.  After  a  surfeit  of  Christmas 
parlies  1  could  dn  with  some  rejuvenation. 

And  how.  said  Dr  Voronina.  Unlike  most  of 
my  other  therapists,  she  does  not  mince  words. 
"You  not  in  perfect  health,”  she  said  after  my 
first  go-ort  the  exercise  machine:  my  pulse  had 
risen  from  90  fa  96. 

Basically  I  had  a  busy  pulse  and  luwisfc  blood 
pressure.  My  high  pulse  showed  1  was  working 
too  hard  to  pump  blood  to  all  my  organs, 
though  it  may  just  have  been  the  after-effects  of 
my  rush  to  get  to  the  the  clinic  on  time 

Nor  did  1  excel  on  seeing  for  how  Inna  1  could 
hold  my  breath.  1  managed  a  paltry  12'secunds 
—  30  to  40  is  average  for  the  healthy. 

After  seating  me  in  an  armchair.  Dr 
Voronina  placed  a  see-through  space  helmet 
over  my  head.  Plastic  tubes  delivered 
"mountain  air"  from  a  large,  dial-covered  metal 
box.  reinforcing  the  Bond:ltke  sensation. 

I  speni  five  minutes  under  the  helmet.  The 
theory  is  the  opposite  fa  what  vou  might 
believe:  a  surfeit  of  oxygen  actually  ages  the 
skin.  Dr  Voronina  said.  (Michael  Jackson  was 
wrong  fa  sleep  inside  an  oxygen  chamber.!  The 
magic  treatment  is  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
oxygen.  Via  the  helmet,  the  oxygen  content  of 
the  filtered  air  is  cur  fa  111  per'cem  compared 
with  the  21  per  cent  we  normally  breathe. 

"Too  much  oxygen  poison."  Dr  Voronina 
said.  "Oxygen  increases  the  free  radicals  in 
your  body  and  reduces  blood  supply.  And  those 
free  radicals  are  the  baddies  which 


RACHEL  KELLY 


ageing  by  attacking  our  body’s  cells 
/«U|  and  maid ng us  look  wrinkly. 
pHa  .  So  breathing  less  oxygen  is  good. 
,  It  encourages  the  body  to  produce 

"■N  more  haemoglobin,  which  carries 
■1  the  oxygen  around  the  body.  It 
a  makes  the  blood  vessels  open,  allow- 
•*».  ing  more  blood  to  reach  (he  tissues 

■jfim  and  triggers  the  body's  own  anti- 
y'  ™  oxidant  defences. 

*  J  A  second  test  showed  my  blood 
~  pressure  was  up  and  the  pulse  down. 

.  KELLY  My  heart  was  now  working  less 
hard  to  pump  blood  around  ana  was 
now  able  to  send  blood  to  deep  tissues  where 
the  capillaries  had  dilated  after  treatment. 

My  cheeks  flushed,  my  breathing  eased  and 
1  felt  deeply  relaxed.  Moreover.  I  could  now 
hold  my  breath  for  20  seconds,  which  showed 
that  my  organs  had  ceased  to  strain  so  much. 

The  problem  was  that  my  system  could  not 
take  any  more  on  that  first  session.  Dr 
Voronina  said.  Ideally  I  should  return  every 
day  for  the  next  week.  And  the  best  results 
would  come  from  repeating  the  treatment  every 
day  for  ten  to  15  days. 

1  HAVE  yet  to  manage  Jo  go  back  to  the  dinic, 
much  as  I  enjoyed  my  “mountain  air"  session, 
and  1  cannot  vouch  for  its  longer-term  effects. 
But  1  was  touched  that  Dr  Voronina  should 
inter  bother  to  phone  me  to  encourage  a  return 
visit. 

The  “mountain  air"  treatment  has  yet  ro  be 
clinically  rested  in  Britain,  bur  is  widely  used  in 
Russia.  It  was  developed  by  Professor  Nikolay 
Agadjanian  to  counteract  the  accelerated 
ageing  suffered  by  cosmonauts  on  their  journey 
into  space  and  Is  used  by  the  Russian  Olympic 
team,  especially  the  cyclists. 

But  1  did  Take  away  other  tips  from  Dr 
Voronina  —  culled  from  all  her  other  areas  of 
expertise  —  which  are  more  practical  to 
implement  at  home.  To  wit,  her  belief  in  holistic 
medicine  and  “musi  always  treat  the  patient  as 
a  whole"  meant  she  prescribed  vitamin 
supplement*  especially  vitamin  E,  B6,  folic 
add.  and  breathing  exercises  to  counter  stress 
which  would  all  contribute  more  convention¬ 
ally  fa  that  promised  rejuvenation. 

If  Dr  Voronina's  own  glamorous  youthful- 
ness  and  vi  tality  are  any  test,  she  could  be  right. 

•  Good  Health  Clime.  182-186  Kensington 
Church  Street,  London  W8  4DP  {0/71-221 22061 


A  client  undergoes  rejuvenating  “mountain  air”  treatment  at  the  Good  Health  Clinic 

‘ Mountain  air  treatment  I 


■  What  it  is  by  breathing  ‘’mountain 

air"  through  a  see-through  space  helmet  you 
feel  rejuvenated  and  relaxed. 

■  Advantages:  you  feel  more  lively  and 
relaxed  after  treatment. 


■  Disadvantages:  you  need  to  attend 
sessions  for  full  benefit 

■  Cost  first  consultation,  including 
homeopathy  and  one  session  on  the 
machine,  £75.  then  £20  a  session. 
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Janis  Carson  with  her  sons  Simon,  left  Daniel  right  Oliver,  right  front  and  baby  Douglas,  bom  after  the  boys'  father  had  died 


Faihily  grief  at  a 
dejtth  must  not 
exclujde  the  children 

■  i 

he  bleakness  that  followed 
pay  mother's  death  almost. 

■  ago  was  so 
g  that  there 
indy  wished  I 
sea  and  let  it 
urn  would  be 
□re  powerful 
t  my  children 
uuwn,  run:  wnen  tney  had  just  lost 
their  grandmother. 

For  mp  six  and  severeyearold 
daughters,  grandma's  death  was 
an  unexpectedly  early  glimpse  of 
the  hurian  condition,  bringing 
alarrnindtftoughts  to  the  surface.  If 
my  motfer  could  die,  they  rea¬ 
soned,  socould  theirs;  if  I  was  next 
which  in  generational  terms  I  was, 
what  wofld  happen  to  them?  And 
the  big  cie  why  did  grandma  have 
to  die  at  all?  These  questions  forced 
me  to  bee  reality:  we  are  all 
vubieratie,  none  of  us  live  for  ever 
and  sorrlw  will  at  some  time  shock 
us  into  a  sense  of  our  own 
powerlesness.  In  these  few  bald 
but  unrvrrsa]  truths,  my  girls  had 
led  me  ta  an  unlikely  consolation. 

Lester  Birelmg,  a  consultant  psy- 
chiatristjstiU  sees  many  adults  who 
were  sere  away  as  children  at  the 
time  of  I  a  grandparent's  death. 
When  tney  returned  home  they 
found  Oat  photographs  had  been 
removeij  and  their  grandparent’s 
name  ufts  never  mentioned  again. 
It  sound  Victorian,  yet  Dr  Singling 
insists  tbe  inability  to  talk  simply 
and  trunfully  with  children  about 
death  ij  more  common  than  we 
realise  aid  many  children  are  still 
expected  to  take  their  parents'  lead 
and  prepnd  nothing  has  happened. 

“Nobfdy  mentions  it  and  there  is 
often  a  dear  message  that  the  child 
must  npt  ask.  No  parent  wants 
their  cMd  to  feel  bad  and  it's  quite 
natural!  to  want  to  protect  them 
from  sdd  news,  but  euphemisms 
like  ‘G army’s  gone  to  sleep’  can 
leave  than  with  images  for  worse 
than  the  reality,"  he  says.  “I  have 
patients  who  are  terrified  of  going 
to  slee,  frightened  that  what 
happened  to  granny  might  happen 
to  them  Creating  taboos  can  only 
sow  theseeds  of  problems  later  on. 
If  you  a.-e  open  with  children,  their 
direemss  can  be  therapeutic  for 
both  of  you.  We  have  to  accept  as 
part  of  maturity  that  our  parents 
are  nehaer  perfect  nor  immortaL" 
This  iuirtal  lesson  was  one  the 
Carson  children  had  to  learn  when 
thetr  foher  David  died,  without 


warning,  at  the  age  of  36,  three 
years  ago.  Balancing  her  own  grief 
with  the  devastation  of  her  three 
sons  Daniel,  nine,  Oliver,  seven 
and  Simon,  five;  was  the  central 
challenge  feeing  their  mother 
Janis,  then  II  weeks'  pregnant 
David's  death,  she  says,  was  "like 
being  kicked  in  the  stomach”,  their 
entire  future  together  lost  in  a 
moment  Yet  when  this  young 
widow,  who  had  to  give  birth  to  a 
child  her  husband  would  never  see, 
compared  her  own  loss  with  her 
boys’,  she  knew  her  children's  loss 
was  totaL  “My  wonderful  marriage 
was  over,  but  I  knew  my  beys 
would  always  be  scarred;  you  cant 
replace  a  father.  There  would  be 
many  times  when  they  would  feel 


sad  their  father  was  not  here  to 
share  things  with  them.  They  were 
going  to  surfer  for  so  long  that  I  was 
prepared  to  do  anything  I  could  to 
ease  it.  I  realised  the  best  way  to 
help  was  to  be  absolutely  open.” 

Each  son  has  grieved  differ¬ 
ently.  One  sobbed,  an¬ 
other  could  not  shed  a 
tear,  while  tbe  third  was 
obsessed  with  home  videos  of  his 
father.  "He  just  had  to  watch  them 
all  tiie  time.'  When  he  did,  my  late 
'husband’s  voice  used  to  carry 
through  the  house.  It  was  very 
hard,  but  how  can  you  take  away 
something  that  gives  a  child  com¬ 
fort?”  With  an  admirable  tough¬ 
ness,  Janis  has  encouraged  her 


sons  to  find  ways  of  handling  their 
emotions  on  their  own,  and  has 
found  tiie  courage  to  respond  to 
their  anxieties  for  their  future  in  the 
event  that  they  are  orphaned.  Even 
so,  there  have  been  times  when  the 
depth  of  their  sorrow  has  threat¬ 
ened  to  engulf  her. 

"One  of  my  boys  intended  to  run 
into  the  road  and  get  himself  killed 
and  it  wouldn't  matter  ’because 
Daddy  will  lode  after  me’.  I  found 
that  frightening.  I  had  to  tell  him 
irs  not  that  easy,  that  he  would  not 
go  straight  to  Daddy.  Everyone  has 
their  allotted  time  and  you  are  not 
allowed  to  go  until  it  is  your  turn." 

Janis  talks  to  them  and  cries  with 
them  and  she  finds  books  helpful 
Some  are  so  poignant  they  make 


her  weep.  But  through  the  simple 
words  and  pictures,  her  children 
see  that  other  bays  have  lost  fathers 
—  and  they  draw  strength. 

As  for  baby  Douglas,  now  just 
over  two  years  old,  Janis  is  con¬ 
scious  that  her  work  has  not  even 
begun.  He  recognises  his  father  in 
photographs  and  she  hopes  that  he, 
too.  will  feel  connected.  “You  must 
go  forward  even  if  sometimes  it’s 
fighting  forward.  And  when  you've 
got  a  baby  who's  smiling  at  you, 
now  can  you  not  smile  bade? 
However  sad  I  feel,  it  lifts  me  up 
again.  This  is  what  I’m  here  for.” 

Judy  Goodkin 

•  Cruse,  the  bereavement  counselling 
service,  is  on  0181-332  7227. 


Heaven’s  door 

_ Ruth  Gledhill  enjoys  the _ 

hotbed  of  the  newly-converted 


AS  ONE  of  my 
New  Year's  reso¬ 
lutions  is  to  make 
no  more  jokes 
about  HTB,  the 
church  in 
Knightsbridge 
where  hundreds 
of  starry-eyed  and  fabulously- 
wealthy  twenty -somethings  find 
Jesus  each  month.  I  dedded  to 
lay  the  old  prejudices  to  rest  by 
going  to  hear  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  no  less,  preach 
there.  Tales  of  Christian  doctors, 
bankers  and  lawyers  falling  to 
the  ground,  laughing,  crying 
and  barking  like  dogs  have  been 
doing  the  rounds  in  religious 
circles,  and  a  hot  spot  of  such 
feverish  activity  is  said  to  be 
Holy  Trinity  Brampton. 

Knightsbridge  seems  an  un¬ 
likely  place  to  find  what  is 
arguably  the  country’s  most 
successful  church,  providing 
spiritual  and  moral  certainties  in 
an  uncertain  world.  Success  here 
cannot  be  judged  only  by  num¬ 
bers  of  converts,  which  are  in 
themselves  incredible,  but  must 
be  assessed  also  by  the  subse¬ 
quent  quality  or  their  faith. 
Again,  those  prepared  to  speak 
about  it  seem  truly  transformed. 

The  church  is  birthplace  of  the 
“Alpha"  course,  the  newcomer’s 
introduction  to  the  faith  which 
has  achieved  a  phenomenal  suc¬ 
cess  rate  and  is  even  being  used 
by  some  Roman  Catholic 
churches.  It  has  a  formidable 
array  of  staff  and  one  of  tiie 
country’s  most  charismatic  cu¬ 
rates,  the  Rev  Nicky  G umbel. 

And.  like  some  fervid  tree  from 
the  original  garden  of  Eden, 
HTB  seems  unable  to  stop 
branching  out  into  new  church 
“plants".  As  its  worshippers 
overflow,  they  leave  in  groups  to 
found  new  congregations  all 
over  London  —  at  nearby  Sr 
Paul’s  Onslow  Square,  further  to 


the  west  in  Kensington,  in  Bat¬ 
tersea  and  elsewhere. 

Yet.  in  spite  of  my  determ¬ 
ination  to  be  sceptically  and 
coolly  Anglican,  an  hour’s  wor¬ 
ship  there  did  have  the  taste  of 
paradise  about  it  As  it  is  every 
week,  the  church  was  packed  to 
overflowing.  I  squeezed  into  a 
space  in  the  balcony. 

The  Archbishop,  Dr  George 
Carey,  was  in  the  choir  stalls, 
behind  an  array  of  candles.  His 
wife.  Eileen,  shortly  to  receive  an 
enormous  bouquet  of  flowers, 
was  in  the  front  row.  Between 
them,  on  a  stage  above  the 
chancel  steps,  the  band  was 
playing.  The  vicar.  Sandy 
MiLlar.gave  Dr  Carey  a  biogra¬ 
phy  of  Thomas  Cranmer,  former 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
burned  at  the  stake  in  1556. 

Cranmer  was  an  innovative 
man,  said  Mr  Millar.  “He  was 
moving  in  the  power  of  God, 
determined  to  preach  the  word  of 
God  in  the  midst  of  constant 
misunderstanding  and  opposi¬ 
tion.”  We  are  moving  in  the 
power  of  God,  we  sang,  as  the 
collection  bags  went  round.  We 
prayed  for  the  Queen,  the  Royal 
Family,  John  Major  and  the 
Government  and  for  the  5.000 
people  expected  to  pass  through 
the  doors  of  Holy  Trinity  that 
week.  We  all  said  “the  peace", 
and  tills  was  a  rare  occasion 
where  the  hugs  seemed  natural. 
The  children  went  off  to  their 
cr£che  as  Dr  Carey  stood  to 
preach:  "We  live  in  disturbing 
times,"  he  said,  arguing  that  the 
church's  role  at  a  time  when 
society  stands  "on  rhe  brink  of  a 
new  dark  age"  was  critical.  Holy 
Trinity  had  experienced  substan¬ 
tial  numerical  growth,  he  said, 
warning  that  the  credit  was  due 
not  "to  ourselves"  bur  to  the 
grace  of  God  alone. 

•  Holy  Trinity.  Brampton  Road. 
London  SW7  UA  (p  17 1-58 1 82S5). 
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ET3  Lb  (he  atoclunarfcst  powering  recently 
VV  o  new  all  time  highs  our  editor  is 
imps  ing  to  compile  his  portfolio  of  The 
5  “I  amy”  Shares  Most  Likely  to  Doable 
19  7*. 

TTi  reason  is  due  to  n  genuine 
»nv  ction  that  the  production  of  this 
iniilio  could  now  be  especially  well 
— T_  It  is  generally  accepted  that  the 
company  sector,  which  includes 
Shares,  lags  behind  the  main  market 
„„„  a  recovery.  And  with  tbe  dramatic 
ocitnarket  gains  witnessed  last  year. 
)97tould  very  well  be  the  year  in  wbicb 
e  spall  companies  sector  catches  np. 
lerdore.  this  could  be  a  particularly,  well 
nea  moment  for  informed  investors  to 
td  Pinny  Shares  to  their  portfolios. 

There  is  indeed  a  great  logic  behind 
'enW'  share  investment.  Many  financial 
imrrenunors  agree  that  Penny  Shares  are 
KHnhg  and  with  the  present  bull  market 
ev  Jill  surge  even  higher.  Add  in  to  this 
fuatton  forecasts  of  strong  growth  next 
•Mr  together  with  continued  low  interest 
les*  jod  the  effect  should  be  to  encourage 
vesprs  into  smaller  situations  creating 
rthir  demand  and  pushing  prices  up  - 
id  tfofits  tool 

As  Uih  any  potentially  kusraxive  venture 
takls  rime,  hard  work  and  of  course  a 
luck.  Penny  Shares  by  their 
»re  for  the  more  adventurous 
Growths  can  be  dramatically 
Kver  invest  more  than  you  can 


With  skill  and  application  you  can  learn 
more  about,  a  company,  the  sector  it 
operates  in  and  the  likely  impact  of 
changing  economic  conditions.  When 
bandied  in  this  way  a  Penny  Share  portfolio 
can  yield  both  profit  and  pleasure.  - 

Penny  Share  Focus  is  only  available  to 
subscribers  and  has  been  successful  now 
for  many  years,  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
science  of  Penny  Share  investment.  As  well 
as  continually  monitoring  all  Penny  Shares 
our  special  feature  "Directors  Dealings** 
tells  you  just  what  Directors  have  bought  or 
sold  in  their  own  companies. 

We  also  monitor  past  recommendations 
advising  subscribers  when  to  hold  and 
when  to  sell  to  maximise  their  opportunity 
for  profits.  Penny  Share  Focus  is  sent  by 
first  class  post  every  month  to  reach  all 
subscribers  at  the  same  time.  Plus  we  allow 
access  to  our  telephone  hotlines  -  updated 
daily  to  keep  subscribers  informed  between 

Issues.  _ _ 

TWO  ISSUES —  FREE! 

Indeed,  all  of  us  at  PSF  are  so 
convinced  of  the  ‘sheer  logic’- of  Penny 
share  investment  that  we'll  let  you  take 
our  next  2  issues  totally  FREE.  You  will 
then  be  given  the  opportunity  of  receiving 
rhe  next  12  monthly  issues  for  just  £2S, 
but  only  because  we  reckon  you'll  stay  on 
for  many,  many  years  after  that  when  we 
can  make  our  publishing  profits.  To  lake 
advantage  of  this  exceptional  offer  simply 
complete  and  post  the  Free  Trial  Voucher 
below. 


P.S.  Such  Is  our  confidence  that  we 
could  be  dose  to  a  Penny  share  market 
bottom  that  we’re  prepared  to  let  you 
bave  our  monthly  newsletter  at  an 
Initial  loss  to  us,  in  the  genuine  belief 
that  you’ll  renew  In  14  months  time,  at 
tbe  normal  price. 
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The  turkeys  may  be  beyond  help,  but  why  should  all  those  lovely  feathers  be  going  to  waste? 


Let’s  go  to  heaven  in  a  feather  bed 


It  is  too  late  now  to  worry  about 
turkeys.  Lef  us  hope  that  most  of 
them  have  lived  a  short  life  and  a 
good  one.  but  I  doubt  it.  I  have  never  kept 
turkeys  and  so  am  open  to  persuasion, 
but  by  all  accounts  an  intelligent  thought 
crossing  their  minds  is  as  rare  as  a  silver 
sixpence  in  a  Christmas  pudding.  They 
have  little  charm  but  a  neighbour  did 
once  keep  one  as  a  pet  and  was 
occasionally  seen  picking  it  up.  stroking 
it.  and  whispering  in  its  ear.  It  never 
seemed  to  notice. 

But  lack  of  brain  is  no  excuse  for  what 
has  been  done  to  the  turkey  in  the 
interests  of  commercial  gain  and  sup¬ 
posed  consumer  desire.  The  enlargement 
of  their  breasts  to  the  point  of  deformity 
is  well  documented.  But.  as  I  say.  ir  is  too 
late  now.  We  must  make  note  to  do 
something  about  it  next  year. 

What  concerns  me  more  is  not  so  much 
what  has  become  of  the  turkeys,  but 
where  have  ail  the  feathers  gone?  Not 
only  turkey  feathers:  on  the  table  of 
nearly  every  meat-eating  family  this 
Christmas  will  have  been  some  form  of 
poultry,  and  logic  demands  that  some-, 
where  is  a  mountain  of  discarded 
cladding. 

At  least,  f  hope  it  is  discarded,  for 
lurking  in  the  back  of  my  mind  are 
stories  of  poultry  feathers  being  pro¬ 
cessed  for  their  protein,  and  then  fed 
bade  in  poultry  to  fatten  them.  Perhaps  it 


wasjusta  rumour,  possibly 
nob  that  it  is  believable 
these  days  is  sufficiently 
worrying.  Feathers  are 
much  on  my  mind  because 
an  increasing  part  of  my 
life  is  spent  in  intimate 
contact  with  them.  Hardly 
a  minute  of  my  waking  life 
passes  without  a  thought  of 
feathers,  and  every'  mo¬ 
ment  of  my  sleep  is  spent 
cocooned  in  (hem.  We  have 
just  bought  a  feather  bed.  It 
has  changed  my  life.  Feather  beds  died 
out  with  maiden  aunts  and  a  certain 
class  of  seaside  boarding  house,  and  in 
recent  years  we  have  been  persuaded  to 
believe  that  the  best  night’s  sleep  was  to 
be  had  by  lashing  ourselves  to  what 
might  as  well  be  a  plank.  Like  so  many 
others,  we  fell  for  the  line,  bought  a  bed 
as  hard  as  a  slab  and  expected  to  live 
long  and  fit  lives.  The  fact  that  we  woke 
in  pain  every  morning  for  15  years  did 
not  matter.  Hard  beds  are  good  for  you. 
They  said  so. 

Of  course,  had  I  looked  around  me  I 
would  soon  have  learnt  that  the  Sleep  as 
Suffering  school  of  thought  was  Sawed. 
Having  kept  pigs  and  observed  their 
sleeping  habits  (and  pigs  do  rather  more 
sleeping  than  anything  else)  i  would 
have  seen  how  they  made  themselves 
comfortable  and  copied  them.  In  the 
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winter,  they  retreat  to  their 
sties,  dig  their  powerful 
snouts  into  the  straw  and 
shovel  it  into  a  comer  till  it 
is  of  mountainous  propor¬ 
tions-  Then  they  sit  on  top, 
and  it  sinks  under  their 
weight  and  rises  up  around 
them  like  a  Yorkshire  pud¬ 
ding  in  a  hot  oven.  Then 
they  sleep.  And  now  I  have 
joined  them;  for  sleeping  in 
a  feather  bed  is  no  different 
to  what  the  pig  sets  out  to 
achieve  with  its  straw.  At  first  sight,  a 
plump  feather  bed  appears  to  be  an 
impossible  perch;  it  sits  on  the  bed  as 
high  as  a  meringue,  bui  lie  on  it  and  it 
sinks,  taking  you  into  its  featheiy  grasp 
as  you  fall,  allowing  you  the  happiest  of 
landings.  And  there  you  are  for  the  night, 
as  snug  as  a  pig. 

It  is  not  an  entirely  idle  business,  for 
you  must  plump  up  your  bed  every 
morning  if  you  are  to  CTy'oy  the  sinking 
sensation  at  bedtime,  and  given  the 
weight  of  feathers  this  can  qualify  as 
aerobic  exercise.  My  only  sad  thought  is 
for  the  ducks  who  sacrificed  their  down 
for  my  comfort  I  wonder,  as  I  roll  over, 
how  many  ducks  there  are  down  there, 
and  oould  the  burden  of  the  duck  not  be 
relieved  by  all  the  turkey  feathers  which 
must  go  Dying  at  this  time  of  year?  Annie 
Elliott  of  the  Feather  Bed  Company  in 


Tiverton,  who  made  mine,  tells  me  that 
no.  you  could  not  use  turkey  because 
“they  don't  do  the  three-dimensional  curl 
that  dudes  feathers  can.  which  is  why 
duck  feather  beds  keep  their  shape".  Poor  . 
old  turkey;  useless  for  everything  except 
stuffing.  Those  old  feather  beds  of 
granny's  were  often  made  with  chicken 
feather  which  are  a  bit  like  a  turkey’s,  . 
and  that’s  why  they  went  lumpy,”  she 
said.' 

She  reminded  me  of  a  chorus  of  a  verse 
written  in  praise  of  the  feather  bed  and 
which  I  may  well  be  singing  next  year 
instead  of  Christmas  carols: 

It  was  nine  feet  tall  and  six feet  wide,  soft 
as  downy  chick 

It  was  made  from  the  feathers  of  forty ■ 
seven  geese. 

Took  a  whole  bolt  of  doth  for  the  dck. 

It'd  hold  eight  kids  and  four  hound 
dogs  and  a  piggy  we  stole  from  the  shed. 
We  didn't  get  much  sleep,  but  we  had  a 
lot  of  fun  on  Grandma’s  feather  bed. 

And  now,  although  I  have  only 
recently  risen,  all  this  talk  of  my  feather 
bed  is  making  me  drowsy.  I  can  only  say 
that  had  the  Bethlehem  shepherds  not 
been  seated  on  the  ground,  but  snoozing 
on  a  feather  bed.  the  appearance  of  die 
Angel  of  the  Lord  might  have  escaped 
them  completely.  So,  a  happy  new  year, 
and  please  wake  me  in  time  for  1997. 


Dorset  sheep  lamb  an  average  of  three  times  m  any  two-year  period.  Their  unique  ability  to  punch  holes  in  the  farming  calendar  was  noted  by  farming  experts  as  early  as  1707 

I’ll  never  find  another  ewe 


Newborn  iambs 
nudze  at  their 
mothers  for  their 
first  feed  in  the  real 
•■vurld.  Dozens  more,  their 
stomachs  already  full  of  the 
milk  and  its  immunity-giving 
•jolusfrum.  snuggle  down  in 
the  warmth  of  the  straw.  Some 
jus!  bleat  in  bemused  chorus. 
The  forecast  says  tonight  will 
be  clear,  crisp  and  starlit.  The 
scenes  strike  obvious  seasonal 
chords.  But  this  is  Jim 
Du  fasces  farm  at  Warmin¬ 
ster.  in  the  Wiltshire  winter. 
“It’s  she  last  of  the  lambing.” 
he  says.  "It  means  I  can  haw 
some  sleep  at  last.” 

Nearby,  on  the  chill,  wind¬ 
swept  Salisbury  Plain,  more  of 
DufoseeN  351*  ewes  graze  with 
their  young.  on  land  available 
under  licence  from  tile  Minis¬ 
try  of  Defence.  It  may  not  be 
the  traditional  greetings  card 
setting  —  but  this  particular 
shepherd  is  well  satisfied.  This 
Christinas,  the  570  new  lambs 
have  been  a  godsend. 

Fur  Mr  Dufosee.  34.  and  his 
wife.  Jacqut.  this  has  been  the 
year  of  BSE.  of  unsaleable  beef 
and  of  disappearing  cashflow. 
Most  painfully,  ir  has  been  the 
year  ihat  saw  45  of  their  home- 
res  red  cattle  compulsorily  des¬ 
troyed  and  burnt. 

He  says:  “If  you've  reared 
beef  cattle  from  calves,  you 
will  have  had  them  for  two 
and  a  half  years.  They're  for 


Dorset  sheep  breed  all  year  and  they  don’t  mind  the  cold.  Not  only  that, 
they  have  come  to  the  financial  rescue  of  cattle  farmers  in  crisis 


human  consump¬ 
tion  and  you  know- 
there’s  a  purpose  to 
it  all.  But  to  be 
suddenly  told  that 
these  animals,  look¬ 
ing  perfect,  and  at 
the  stage  where 
people  want  to  buy 
them,  arc  going  to 
be  burnt  and 
thrown  away,  it's 
devastating.  For 
three  weeks  I  sent 
someone  else  to  go 
and  check  the  cat- 
tie.  1  just  couldn't 
face  it. 

“It's  been  a  terri¬ 
ble  year  but  my 
Dorset  lambs  have 
been  the  silver  lin¬ 
ing."  Mr  Dufosee  is 
the  fifth  generation  of  his 
Tamily  to  farm  as  a  tenant  of 
the  great  Langleat  Estate.  The 
Dorset  Horn,  and  its  hornless 
derivative,  the  Poll  Dorset,  are 
the  only  breeds  of  sheep  that 
lamb  at  any  time  of  year. 
including  Christinas. 

The  unique  ability  of  Dor- 
sets  to  punch  holes  in  the 
traditional  farming  calendar 
was  noted  by  forming  cogno¬ 
scenti  as  early  as  1707.  Edward 
Lisle  wrote  in  his  book.  Obser- 


Jim  Dufosee  “My  Dorset  sheep  have  been  this  year’s  silver  lining” 


vat  ions  in  Husbandry .  of  a 
tenant  whose  lambs  were  born 
at  yuletide  and  "sold  fat  to  the 
butcher  at  Lady  Day  [March 
25]-. 

By  the  late  ISOOs.  Dorsets 
were  coming  to  the  rescue  of  a 
British  agricultural  industry 
that  was  in  deep  crisis  from  a 
succession  of  poor  harvests. 
Breeders  realised  that  they 
had  an  animal  that  could 
provide  Australia  and  North 
America  with  stock  and  im¬ 


prove  the  quality  of  then- 
flocks.  Lambing  an  average  of 
three  times  in  any  two-year 
period.  Dorsets  remain  as 
versatile  as  ever.  And  with  the 
modem  farming  industry  now 
fending  off  a  crisis  of  another 
kind,  it  could  well  be  the  breed 
whose  rime  has  come  again. 

Over  the  past  IS  months, 
membership  of  die  1 05-year- 
old  Dorset  Horn  and  Poll 
Dorset  Sheep  Breeders  Associ¬ 
ation  has  grown  steadily  from 


32S  to  400.  Its  secre¬ 
tary.  Liz  Johnson, 
says  a  crucial  factor 
was  winning  Su¬ 
preme  Champion 
at  the  19%  Royal 
Show  but  she  does 
not  rule  out  an  indi¬ 
rect  link  with  the 
aftermath  of  BSE  — 
with  farmers  look¬ 
ing  to  recoup  their 
losses  and  to  build 
a  broader  base  for 
the  future. 

“The  Royal  Shew 
was  like  winning 
the  Grand  Nat¬ 
ional."  she  says.  “I 
think  people  are 
now  looking  not 
just  at  the  Dorset, 
but  at  sheep  gener¬ 
ally.  But  the  bottom  line  is  that 
they  have  to  look  at  profit 
margins  and  turnover  —  and 
the  Dorset  can  provide  a  good 
return  on  capital  investment. 

“If  there  is  a  crisis,  you  look 
to  other  aspects  of  the  business 
to  back  it  up —which  is  why  it 
is  important  not  to  have  all 
your  eggs  in  one  basket  You 
don’t  like  to  gain  at  somebody 
else's  expense.  It's  sad,  but 
that’s  life." 

Dorset  flocks,  wed  able  to 


stand  the  cold,  are  established 
in  Scotland,  Northern  Ireland, 
and  pans  of  the  north  of 
England.  But  100  ewes  have 
recently  been  shipped  to  a 
diversifying  beef  farmer  in 
Derbyshire. 

Mr  Dufosee,  always  a  fer¬ 
vent  ambassador  for  Dorsets. 
believes  the  breed  is  ideally 
placed  to  become  permanently 
established  beyond  its  West 
Country'  stronghold.  “We've 
got  such  a  good  product.  It’s  in 
their  genetic  makeup  to  Iamb 
whenever. 

They  can  move  according 
to  market  forces  so  you  can  be 
producing  Iamb  when  others 
are  not.  and  the  Iambs  natu¬ 
rally  reach  their  finished 
weight  within  ten  weeks.” 

For  Ms  Johnson.  Dorsets 
have  more  endearing  attri¬ 
butes.  They're  nice  to  be  with 
-  placid  and  easy  going.  They 
can  also  be  very  stubborn.  But 
that*  not  a  problem  because  it 
means  they're  going  to 

survive.” 

Mr  Dufosee  will  drink  to 
that.  He  says:  The  Dorsets 
have  given  us  a  reason  to  go 
out  the  door  in  the  morning. 
This  Christmas,  my  youngest 
boy,  Joseph,  has  been  in  his 
first  nativity  play.  He  didn't 
want  to  be  one  of  the  wise  men. 
He  just  wanted  to  be.  a 


Brian  Pedley 


Avian  Pucks 
weave  their 
magic  again 


FEATHER  REPORT 


ONE  OF  THE  best  bits  of 
news  in  the  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology's  latest  breeding 
bird  survey  is  that  linnet 
numbers  are  up  again.  This 
survey  compares  the  summer 
of  1995  with  the  summer  of 
1994,  and  it  -finds  that  there 
was  a  15  per  cent  rise  in  the 
linnet  population  from  one 
year  to  thenexL 
Linnets  are  among  those 
weedseed  eaters  of  farmland 
and  heaths  which  have  been 
most  badly  hit  fry  herbicides. 
They  come  down  from  the 
hedges  to  feed  on  dandelion 
and  sorrel  seeds  in  the  sum¬ 
mer,  while  in  winter  they  turn 
more  to  the  pink:  persicaria, 
and  to  goosefoots  such,  as  fat 
hen,  which  scatter  plenty  of 
seeds  on  the  ground.  . 

They  have  die  lightest,  most 
dancing  flight  of  all  the  small 
birds,  and  as  they  go  they 
seem  to  sprinkle  their  rapid 
twitters  and  twanging  notes 
over  the  fields.  In  summer, 
one  of  die  most  animated  of  all 
bird  sights  is  a  male  linnet, 
swaying  on  the  topmost  twig 
of  a  bramble  or  gorse  bush, 
and  sweeping  off  with  his 
mate  the  moment  she  emerges 
from  the  tangle  where  she  has 
been  building  their  nest.  They 
are  the  avian  Pucks  or  Ariels. 

Perhaps  the  campaign  to 
encourage  farmers  to  let  their 
set-aside  fields  alone  until  the 
weedseeds  have  ripened,  and 
to  leave  verges  and  headlands 
to  themselves,  is  beginning  to 
take  effect.  Greenfinches, 
which  often  accompany  tin-  - 
nets,  were  up  8  per  cent 
Robins  and  wrens  are  still 
both  very  common  birds,  for¬ 
tunately,  but  they  are  affected 
by  hard  winters  and  their 
numbers  go  up  and  down. 
This  survey  records  a  small 
increase  for.  both  of  diem.  In 
the  mild  weather  just  before 
Christmas.  I  heard  both  spe¬ 
cies  singing  in  London  gar¬ 
dens  before  dawn  —  but  they 
have  to  work  hard  to  find 
small  insects  and  spiders  in 
the  frost  and  snow. 

A  large  increase  was  record¬ 
ed  for  the  stanediat  which  is  a 
near  relative  of  the  robin,  and 
like  it.  it  has  a  red  breast, 
though  the  male's  black  head 
and  broken  white  collar  make 
it  quite  distinctive.  It  is  most 
commonly  found  in  gorse 
bushes  on  moors,  and  espe¬ 
cially  on  seaside  cliffs,  but  it 

moves  around  in  winter  and  at 

this,  time  of  year  you  may 
come  across  one  on  patches  of 
waste  ground  or  even  allot¬ 
ments  —  the  closest  it  gets  to 
being  a  household  bird.  It 
draws  attention  to  itself  by  its 
sharp  call,  like  two  pebbles 
being  knocked  together. 

I  was  not  surprised  id  learn 
that  moorhens  and  coots  were 
up  in  numbers.  The  solitary, 
bad-tempered  coots  seem  to 
have  territories  along  every 


few  yards  of  river  new,  while 
the  fields  alongside  rvers  and 
.ponds  are  full  of  noorhens 
scurrying  for  cover  when  you 
get  near  them,  thi  white 
feathers  on  each  side  of  their 
cocked  tails  flashing  ike  rear 
lights. 

-  Of  foe  other  wintering  Brit¬ 
ish  birds,  rises  in  the  lumbers 
of  herons,  buzzards  ind  lap¬ 
wings  are  most  notahe.  There 
were  also  quite  substantial 
increases  for  a  number  of 
summer  visitors  —  vhich  at 
present,  of  course,  as  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  sun  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean  or  in  Africa.  ; 

;  Birdlpvers  who  hav;  lost  the 
house  martins  fronr-  under 
their  eaves  will  be  glad  to 
know  that  this  suney  indi¬ 
cates  that  they  may  becoming 
bade,  with  an  increase  of  12 
per  cent  recorded.  Said  mar¬ 
tins  showed  a  quite  $ectacu- 
lar  rise — 52  per  cent  -  though 
swallows  appear  stil  to  be 
decreasing.  [ 

Whea tears  and  }  white- 
throats.  chifichaffs  anl  willow 
warblers  were  all  up.  ^noticed 
myself  that  die  anntryside 
was  alive  again  with  tiiose  last 
three  spedes  last  simmer  — 
whitethroats  scolding  in  the 
hedges,  willow  warblers  sing¬ 
ing  in  small  spinnys  and 
along  railway  embaricraents, 
chifichaffs  everywhere  in  the 
high  treetops. 

HOWEVER,  there  sue  losses 
too,  and  one  of  the  ssddest  is 
the  dedine  —  calcullted  at  8 
per  cent  —  in  yellowhunmers. 
This  was  also  something  I 
thought  I  detected  indie  last 
couple  of  summers.  For  the 
past  20  years,  as  tbs  fields 
have  grown  more  sfent,  the 
yellowhammer’S  ringing  song 
has  continued  to  sounJ  an,  all 
die  more  noticeable  siace  it  is 
about  the  last  bird  leftsinging 
after  die  wheat  has  b«n  cut  in 
August 

But  this  year  and  laa  I  was 
sure  there  were  fewer  shout  in 
the  parts  of  England  [  know 
well.  It  is  all  rather  Mysteri¬ 
ous.  because  the  yeUnvham- 
mer  also  lives  largdy  on 
weedseeds.  in  the  saint  sort  of 
habitat  as  many  greerfinches 
and  linnets.  Few  of  tte  other 
changes  I  have  meitioned 
could  have  been  predbted  — 
so  let  us  hope  that  yeliiwham- 
tners,  too,  have  only  siffered  a 
temporary  setback.  Now  we 
shall  see  what  is  in  thenest  for 
1997. 

Derwent  May 

What'S  about  Birders — ookout 
for  viators  to  gardens  sua  as  reed 
buntings,  meadow  pipits.’ 
yellowham  mers  and  shyltrks. 
Touchers  —  red-brtastedgpose. 
Cudmore  Grove,  Essex :  Sxuiish 
Sparrow.  Waterside,  Cunbria; 
mongoose.  Wellhey .  NamUc. 
Details  from  Birdline.  091 
700222.  Calls  40p  a  min  d/eap 
rate.  50p  at  other  times.  ■ 
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MADAGASCAR  FACT  FILE 


The  ring-tailed  lemur  is  not  shy  of  humans.  The  word  lemur  means  “spirits  of  the  dead  which  live  in  the  forest" 


■  Air  Madagascar  (01293 
52395S)  flies  from  Paris, 
Frankfurt  Zurich  and 
Munich  from  £640  return, 
and  can  arrange  connecting 
flights  to  these  cities  with 
British  Midland  from  E12D. 
Air  France  {0181-742  6600)  _ 
flies  from  London  via  Paris. 


■  The  author's  six-day  tour 
of  Madagascar,  with  driver, 
was  booked  with  Julia 
Vovage,  Antananarivo  (00  261 
226S74.  fax  234853).  whi  ch  can 
tailor  an  itinerary  to  suit 
individual  requirements. 

■  The  exchange  rate  of 
Malagasy  franc  is  at  present 
6.000  to  the  £1.  French  francs, 
dollars,  sterling  or  travellers 

cheques  are  all  accepted. 

Credit  cards  are  of  little  use 
outside  the  capitaL  Malagasy 
francs  cannot  be  taken  out  of 
the  country  or  changed  back 
to  hard  currency-  so  cash  only 

what  is  essential,  especially 
towards  the  end  of  the  tnp. 

■  British  passport  holders 
require  visas  for 
Madagascar.  These  cost  £35 

and  are  valid  for  30  days.  It  is 
advisable  to  gel  a  visa  before 

leavma  Britain  from  the 

Consulate  of  Madagascar  at 
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16  Lanark  Mansions. 

Pcnnard  Road,  London  W12 
(0181-746  0133). 

■  Inoculations  against 
typhoid,  tetanus,  diphtheria. 

polio  and  hepatitis  are 
advised.  Malaria  is  prevalent 
discuss  prophylaxis  with  your 

doctor:  Take  a  first  aid  kit 

and  sterile  syringes  for  ■ 
emergencies.  Food  is 
generally  safe  m  hotels  and 

restaurants  but  be  careful 


when  buying  from  stalls. 
Drink  only-bottled  water. 

■  Never  venture  out  in  Tana 
wearing  anything  remotely 
valuable  and  never  go  out  on 
foot  after  dark.  Muggings  are 
common  in  Che  capital,  so 
always  take  a  taxi  or  ask  a 
security  guard  to  escort  you. 
Elsewhere  is  safer,  but  you 
are  still  advised  against 
Caking  valuables  to 
Madagascar  in  the  first  place. 

■  Food:  the  French  legacy 
means  baguettes  are  sold  in 
at  street  stalls  and  the  coffee 
(usually  served  with 
condensed  milk)  is  excellent. 
There  is  also  a  strong  Asian 
influence  and  scope  Chinoise 
appears  on  most  menus  in 
varying  forms.  Zebu  meat 
(large-bumped  cattle)  is  either 
ambrosial  or  impossible  to 

chew.  Seafood  is  freshly 
caught  The  local  beer  is 
Three  Horse  Beer  and  there 
are  some  good  wines,.tbe  best 
being  LazanT  Betsfleot  - 

■  There  are  plenty  of  things' 
to  buy.  Look  out  for  semi¬ 
precious  stones,  musical 


instruments,  leather  goods 
(belts  and  bags),  beautiful 
wood  carving,  embroidered 
tablecloths  and  jewellery. 

■  Refuse  to  buy  anything 
made  from  tortoiseshell, 
snakeskm  or  crocodile.  Also 
avoid  sea  shells  and  fossils. 
Be  aware  (or  find  out  about) 
local  customs  and  taboos. 
Ancestor  worship  is  practised 
in  Madagascar  so  never 
speak  lightly  of  death, 
ancestors  or  tradition.  Also 
help  to  preserve  the  eco¬ 
system  by  keeping  to 
established  tracks  and  note 
that  it  is  illegal  to  buy  any 
indigenous  plants  or  articles 
of  funerary  art 

■  Sarah  Anderson  of  the 
Travel  Bookshop  (0171-229 
5260)  recommends:  A  History 
of  Madagascar  by  Mervyn 
Brown  (Damien  Tunnicliffe, 
£12.95,  ISBN  1 853  68745  6). 
Madagascar  Travels  by 
Christina  DodweU  (Sceptre, 

£6.99.  ISBN  0340  66002  3). 
Madagascar  Wildlife  by 
Hilary  Bradt  (Bradt,  £14.95, 
ISBN  1898323402). 
Madagascar  and  Comoros. 
Travel  Survival  Kit  (Lonely 
Planet.  £9.95.  ISBN  0 
86442196  6). 


The  lemurs  and 
their  lost  world 


Lemurs  are  almost  too  cute  to  live. 
This  is  a  fad.  whether  they  are 
throttling  you  for  bananas,  leap¬ 
ing  ridiculous  distances  thrpugh 
the  trees  or  sunbathing  in  uncannily 
human  fashion  —  faces  raised,  little  paws 
firmly  placed  on  knees. 

Lemurs  are  synonymous  with 
Madagascar  and,  alone,  are  a  good 
enough  reason  for  battling  through  the 
bureaucracy  and  awe-inspiring  roads 
which  help  to  form  the  world's  fourth 
largest  island.  But  add  glorious  beaches, 
primary  rainforests  and  Lost  World 
beauty  and  you  will  find  that  Madagas¬ 
car,  still  remarkably  tourist-free,  contains 
enticements  around  every  corner  —  and 
95  per  Gent  of  its  magnificent  flora  and 
fauna  is  endemic. 

But  concentrating  solely  on  nature  does 
a  disservice  to  the  most  beguiling  of 
Madagascar’s  inhabitants  —  ns  people, 
the  majority  of  whom  are  crammed  into 
Antananarivo,  the  island’s  extraordinary 
capitaL  A  French  medieval  town  crossed 
with  Terry  Pratchett's  Discworld  city. 
Ankh-Morpork.  Tana  is  a  prerequisite  of 
Malagasy  travel,  if  only  because  all  roads 
ultimately  lead  there. 

Toy  houses  pile  up  the  hills  and  a  huge 
open-air  market  heaves  with  people  and 
hundreds  of  stalls  selling  everything  from 
live  chickens  to  model  cars  made  from  fly- 
spray  cans.  But  add  a  guild  of  beggars, 
open  sewers  and  numerous  dark  alleys 
down  which  the  tourist  dare  not  venture, 
and  one  could  be  forgiven  for  wanting  to 
get  out  as  soon  as  possible.  This  would  be 
a  pity,  because  Tana  has  its  own  character 
and,  in  a  way.  sums  up  the  island 
remarkably  well. 

Although  Madagascar  is  essentially  a 
Third  World  country,  the  myth  that  it 
must  therefore  be  cheap  should  be  quickly 
dispelled.  True,  the  basic  essentials  cost 
little  enough,  but  if  you  want  to  move 
comparatively  quickly,  visit  the  national 
parks  or  take  advantage  of  the  formidable 
under-water  diving  sites,  expea  to  pay 
considerably  more. 

Madagascar  is  one  of  the  poorest 
nations  in  the  world.  Tourists,  by  compar¬ 
ison,  are  very  rich.  This  is  the  bottom  line 
and  will  be  the  guileless  response  every 
time  you  blanch  with  horror  at  the 
extortionate  prices  charged  for  internal 
flights  or  car  hire. 

The  island  comprises  four  distinct 


Madagascar  is  a 
must  for  anyone  in 
love  with  nature 

regions  and  if  you  are  limited  for  time,  the 
only  practical  option  for  seeing  them  all  is 
to  fly  Air  Mad  —  which,  despite  its 
picturesque  nickname,  has  an  impressive 
safety  record.  Flight  also  becomes  far 
more  enticing  when  you  know  an  hour's 
journey  by  plane  would  take  several  years 
off  your  life  by  taxi-brousse. 

Our  party  initially  derided  to  explore 
the  hire-car  option,  speed  not  being 
entirely  of  the  essence.  Thanks  to  Olivier, 
the  Del  Boy  Trotter  of  Tana,  we  acquired 
a  Peugeot  in  remarkably  good  condition 
plus  Davis,  an  extremely  personable 
driver.  There  are  several  self-drive  firms 
in  Tana,  but  because  most  of  the  roads 
comprise  one  vast  pothole,  it  seemed 
prudent  to  let  someone  else  do  the  work, 
even  if  we  did  have  to  get  out  and  push  a 
couple  of  times. 

Another  bonus  of  a  Malagasy  driver  is 
that  you  are  introduced  to  people  you 
might  not  as  Vazahas.  otherwise  meet. 
“Vazaha”  (Malagasy  for  light-skinned 
foreigner)  is  the  word  you  will  often  hear 
thrown  in  your  direction.  This  is  extrem¬ 
ely  endearing  when  shouted  by  huge-eyed 
children,  less  so  coming  from  leering  men 
in  large  trucks.  Vazahas  are,  in  many 
places,  still  a  source  of  wander  —  in  fact, 
the  poorer  and  more  isolated  the  village, 
the  more  delighted  people  are  to  see  you. 
An  impromptu  England  v  Madagascar 
football  match  (played  with  a  rag  ball) 
demonstrated  this  by  drawing  a  huge 
crowd  of  giggling  children  and  cheering 
grown-ups. 

We  stopped  first  in  Antsirabe,  a  truly 
weird  town.  Madagascar,  once  a  French 
colony,  bears  witness  to  that  legacy  in  the 
beautiful  buildings  and  —  a  bonus  — 
delicious  food.  In  Antsirabe's  Grande 
Avenue,  elegant  19th-centuiy  Parisian 
buildings  line  the  wide  cobbled  street 
while  a  kilometre  away  are  houses  where 
the  windows  are  stuffed  with  straw  and 
an  average  of  15-20  people  share  four  tiny 
rooms.  That  night,  we  ate  in  a  local 
restaurant  where  a  band  performed 
gentle  pop  songs  sung  by  sweet-voiced 
men  and  women. 


Ranomafana  National  Park  was 
reached  after  an  impressive  drive  of  25- 
kilomeires  in  two  and  a  half  hours.  Worth 
it,  though,  when  your  wooden  bungalow 
overlooks  a  waterfall  and  the  only  other 
sound  is  the  wind  in  the  trees.  A  guide  is 
essential  in  the  parks  —  apart  from 
stopping  you  gening  hopelessly  lost,  they 
can  also  spot  a  two-inch  chameleon  at  50 
paces. 

Fide  fT  am  in  the  Bradt  Guide") 
certainly  knew  his  stuff  and  our  first  view 
of  free-range  lemurs  could  never  have 
been  achieved  alone.  A  guide  who  speaks 
English  is  also  a  delight,  Malagasy  and 
French  being  the  two  official  languages. 
Conversations  of  the  “how  much  is  this 
tablecloth?"  kind  are  all  very  well,  but  in- 
depth  discussions  on  politics,  local  cus¬ 
toms  and  fady  (taboos)  prove  more  tricky 
with  O-levd  vocabulary. 

Several  parks  later  and  we  were 
still  in  no  danger  of  finding 
lemurs  —  or  indeed  Madagascar 
—  boring.  You  never  tire  of 
looking,  whether  it  be  at  the  gorgeous 
white  sifakas  leaping  sideways  along  the 
ground,  or  the  dusty  Wild  West  towns, 
their  inhabitants  shroundgd  in  blankets 
and  sombreros. 

-  Arriving  in  Fort  Dauphin  on  the  south¬ 
east  coast  some  days  later,  we  thought 
we’d  hit  Nirvana.  Surely  no  beach  could 
be  more  beautiful  than  Libanona?  No 
lemurs  more  endearing  than  ringtails? 
But  there  was  still  Nosy  Be  with  its 
endless  white  sand  and  stunning  coral 
reefs  and  finally,  and  perhaps  most 
magical,  the  Penn  let  reserve,  less  than 
four  hours  from  Tana. 

As  you  walk  through  the  dripping 
rainforest  just  after  sunrise  and  smell  the 
newly  washed  freshness  of  the  trees,  you 
suddenly  hear  an  eerie,  oddly  moving, 
whale-like  call  echoing  for  miles.  These 
are  the  Indri,  the  largest  lemur  species, 
closely  resembling  teddy  bears. 

The  word  lemur  means  “spirits  of  the 
dead  which  are  reincarnated  and  living  in 
the  forest"  and.  spellbound  in  file  hushed, 
breathless  dawn,  you  quickly  find  your¬ 
self  hoping  that  the  reincarnated  spirits 
will  continue  io  watch  over  this  enchanted 
but  fragile  island. 

Sharon  Eckman 

•  77ie  author  was  a  guest  of  Air  Madagascar. 
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...Wherever  your  holiday  takes  you.  Saga  takes  care  of  ail  the  « 

details,  so  you  can  have  the  time  of  your  life.  i 

Service,  quality  and  unbeatable  value  are  just  some  of  the 
hallmarks.  So,  whether  it’s  a  hotel  stay,  coach  tour  or  cruise,  our  friendly 
staff,  carefully  chosen  accommodation  and  well-planned 
itineraries  ensure  you  enjoy  a  well-earned  break. 

45  years  of  listening  to  comments  and  suggestions  has  taught  us  just  what 
our  holidaymakers  expect. 

Thatis  why  so  many  people  book  with  us  again  and  again! 

If  you  are  aged  50  or  over,  call  our  p  A  A  Ifl 

24-hour  brochure  request  line  now.  X  /  \f  — j/A 

FREE  0800  300  456  fa  1482  For  the  Time  of  your  Life 


Please  return  to:  Saga  Holidays  Ltd,  FREEPOST  (N 12710),  Peter  lee  X,  Co.  Durham  SR  8  2  HU.  You  do  nor  need  a  stamp. 


Please  send  me  the  following  brochures: 


United  Kingdom 
Hotel  Stays  D 

University  Sc  College  Centres  □ 
Coach  Holidays: 

Tours  □  Single  Centred 

Europe  &  the  Mediterranean 
Hotel  Stays  □  Couch  Tours  □ 


Worldwide 

USA/Canada  □ 

Faraway  Places: 

{Africa,  Asia,  Australasia, 

Far  East)  □ 

Cruises  Ocean  □  River  □ 

Exclusively  to  Saga  □ 
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Argentina  and  Costa  Rica:  Despite  their  comparative  sizes,  each  has  the  same  appeal  for  travellers  -  wildlife 

Eco  means  living 
with  tarantulas 


FACT  FILE 


■  The  authur  (lew  to 
Buenos  Aires  with  Vang.  Si 
George's  House,  ul 
Conduit  Street.  London 
WIROHG  (OI71-2S7 
3(51).  which  has  sen  ices 
from  Heathrow  on  WeiL 
Thurs.  Fri  Sal  and  Sun 
(rum  EbSO. 

■  Aerolincas 
Argentinas  anil  .Austral  fly 
daily  (rum  Buenos  Aires 
(o  ail  major  cities  in 
Argentina.  LAPA  (lies  In 
Tandil  un  Tue.  Wed.  and 
Thur.  The  mosl 
interesting  areas  or  the 
country  rend  la  be  a 

long  way  from  Buenos 
Aires.  Adventurous  or 
thrifty  travellers  might 
consider  travelling  by 
bus  (good)  or  train  (less  so). 
La  nil  journeys  vaiy 
tram  15  tn  36  hours. 

■  Accommodation  on 
Argentine  estanrias.  can  be 
arranged  locally  in 
Buenos  Aires  through 
Pauline  Edhrookeal 
V.Y.T.  Carlos  Peliegrini  739. 
5th  Fluor.  1(109  Buenos 
Aires.  (00  541 322  2011).  or  in 
London  through 
Stcamond  South  American 
TraveL  23  Ecdeston 
Street.  London  SWI  (0171- 
730S646).  Prices  vary 
from  about  £75  to  £150  per 
person  per  day. 
including  Full-board  and 
taxes.  Transport  from 

the  local  airport  (o  the 
estancia  can  be 
arranged.  The  price  varies 
according  (o  distance: 

E3I  Tor  San  Juan  Pori  ah  u, 
E25  for  El  Bordo  de  Las 
Lanzas.  El  2-50  for  Ace  lain. 
The  price  includes  three 
passengers,  or  four  with 
light  luggage. 

■  The  best  time  of  the 
year  to  visit  the  Esteros  de 
Ibera  is  July  to  late 
Sept/early  Oct  Salta  and 
the  northwest.  Aug  to 
Oct  Aoelain.  Sept  to 
Nov/ Mar  to  May. 

■  Visas  are  not 
required  for  British 
Passport  holders 
staying  less  than  60  days. 

■  The  Argentine 
currency  is  the  peso.  The 
present  exchange  rale  is 
I  peso  to  about  63p. 


The  dramatic  peaks  of  die  Andes  on  Argentina's  western  border  are  in  huge  contrast  to  the  pampas  edged  with  tropical  jungle 


A  landscape  to  sigh  for 


The  old  South  Ameri¬ 
can  j«>ke  goes  that 
when  God  was  about 
to  complete  his  cre¬ 
ative  work  un  the  continent, 
and  v.as  putting  the  finishing 
uyjehes  (o  the  southern  rip. 
representatives  from  ul!  other 
ureas  came  to  see  Him.  "Ifs 
p"t  fair.  Lard,"  they  eom- 
ciaincd.  "Ynu’ve  given  Argen¬ 
tina  if.  cry  landscape  and  every 
climate.  You've  made  it  so 
bjeui’ful."  GoU  thought  Tor  a 
moment. . .  “1  haven't  been 
unfair”  he  replied.  “I  also 
gave  i:  the  Argentine  people." 

’••writer  The  locals  deserve 
tilt  jibe  is  a  matter  of  perpetual 
■JisHgruemeril  between  them 
ur.d  their  neighbours,  but 
every  body  agrees  that  Arscnii- 
"j  is  a  beautiful  and  varied 
.Tiuntry:  the  central  plains  of 
i.r;  pampas  are  edged  with 
tripieai  jungle  and  the  mag¬ 
nificent  iguazu  waterfalls  in 
«he  northeast:  (he  multicol¬ 
oured  mountains  and  valleys 
nf  the  northwest,  where  local 
life  preserves  traces  of  the  Inca 
culture:  the  colossal  peaks  of 
the  Andes  u!l  along  the  west¬ 
ern  hurtle;  —  varying  from  the 
■.  r.e;.  jrd:-  arid  ski  stations  in 
‘he  arnir.il  region  to  the  great 
lake.i.  uuxls  and  glaciers  in 
the  sculls,  and  she  marine  life 


along  the  Patagonian  coast, 
with  its  breeding  grounds  for 
sea  lions,  seals,  penguins  and 
whales. 

All  these  contrasting  regions 
share  a  common  feature:  Ar¬ 
gentina  is  a  virtually  empty 
country.  You  can  feel  alone  in 
the  landscape,  to  experience 
nature  more  or  less  as  God  left 
it.  probably  the  greatest  plea¬ 
sure  imaginable  for  serious 
travellers.’ 

The  price  to  pay  for  this 
privilege  is  a  shortage  of 
comfortable  accommodation 
close  to  the  great  sights.  In 
some  cases,  a  good  hotel  is 
available  nearby,  but  often  it’s 
necessary  to  make  long  jour¬ 
neys  from  the  nearest  town, 
which  can  be  a  hundred  miles 
away  or  more  in  Patagonia,  or 
other  isolated  regions. 

However,  Argentine  law 
has  come  to  the  rescue  of 
adventurous  travellers  in  an 
unexpected  way.  Estanrias,  as 
estates  are  called  there,  have  lo 
be  divided  equally  among' 
heirs;  the  share  that  includes 
the  estate  house  inevitably 
carries  a  smaller  acreage  of 
productive  land  attached  to  it. 
After  several  generations,  eco¬ 
nomics  have  forced  many 
landowners  to  use  their  big 
houses  to  generate  income. 


Watersports  Beach 
Club  Holidays 


On  a  Sunsoil  Beach  Club  Holiday  you'll  enjoy  free 
dinghy  sailing,  windsurfing  and  yachting  plus 
sailing  tuition  end  waferskiing  at  a  choice  of  9 
idyllic  Mediterranean  locations.  You  can  also  look 
forward  to  brilliant  Kids'  Clubs  (4  mths-16  yrs) 
great  food  and  accommodation.  Club  Flotilla  and 
Turkish  Gulet  holidays  plus  lots  more. 

from  £251  pp  1  wk,  flights  inc.* 
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so  they  take  in  paying  guests. 

Standards  of  service  vary 
from  excellent  to  charmingly 
amateur  but.  in  most  cases, 
the  accommodation  is  far  su¬ 
perior  to  whatever  else  is 
available  locally.  The  owners 
do  their  best  to  help  visitors 
enjoy  the  rural  life,  their 
ancestors  having  had  first  pick 
of  the  most  beautiful  spot  in 
the  area. 

1  chose  to  stay  at  three 
estanrias  in  very*  different 
regions,  but  there  arc  dozens 
of  them,  all  over  the  country. 

The  Esteros  de  Ibera.  the 
great  marshes  of  the  Parana 
river,  cover  more  than  a 
million  acres  of  the  province  of 
Corriemes.  near  the  border 
with  Paraguay.  The  vast  la¬ 
goons  and  wetlands  are  one  of 
the  richest  wildlife  reserves  in 
Argentina:  yacares  (the  local 
alligator),  swamp  deer,  mon¬ 
keys.  ostriches  and  the  rare 
aguara-guazu  (hairy  wolf;  co¬ 
exist  with  more  than  200 
species  of  birds.  One  of  them  is 
the  jabiru.  the  largest  stork  in 
the  western  hemisphere  and  a 
startling  sight  when  in  flight 
against  the  deep  blue  sky. 

Until  recently,  the  only  way 
to  visit  the  esteros  was  either 
on  day  trips,  giving  a  short, 
frustrating  glimpse  of  their 
vastness,  or  by  spending 
rough  nights  in  tents.  No 
longer  rooms  are  available  at 
San  Juan  Poriahu,  a  large 
livestock  ranch  on  the  western 
edge  of  the  marshes.  Sched¬ 
uled  flights  from  Buenos  Aires 
arrive  at  Coni  ernes  several 
times  a  day.  and  transpon  can 
be  arranged  from  rhe  airport 
to  the  estate. 

The  comfortable  house,  a 
long,  low  building,  has  the 
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simple,  whitewashed  beauty 
and  echoing  spaciousness  of 
colonial  days.  The  deep  open 
gallery  at  die  from  faces  the 
park  with  its  exuberant  sub¬ 
tropical  trees:  the  polished 
terracotta  tiles  on  the  floor  are 
the  same  rich  red  of  the  iron- 
saturated  soil,  which  contrasts 
with  the  lush  greens  of  the 
vegetation  and  die  grass. 

For  fishing  enthusiasts. 
Paso  de  la  Patria  is  60  miles 
away.  During  August  and 
September,  it  b  the  dorado 
season,  and  fishermen  come 
from  all  comers  of  the  world  to 
catch  the  gold-skinned  fish, 
which  vary  in  weight  from 
201b  to  401b  and  are  reputed  to 
require  even  greater  skill  and 
stamina  to  land  than  salmon. 

Nearly  1.000  miles  to 
the  west  is  the 
province  of  Salta. 
Settled  in  the  16th 
century  by  Lhe  Spaniards, 
Salta  has  many  of  the  best 
examples  of  colonial  architec¬ 
ture  in  Argentina,  combining 
the  Spanish  style  with  the  local 
Indian  culture.  The  region  is 
on  the  edge  of  the  Bolivian 
high  plateau,  and  altitudes 
vary  from  Z000  to  4.000 
metres  (about  6,000ft  to 
f 2,000ft).  but  the  landscape  is 
extraordinarily  varied,  from 
arid  mountain  ranges  and 
dramatic  gorges,  to  sub¬ 
tropical,  fertile  valleys. 

In  one  of  the  gorges,  the 
valley  of  Siancas.  is  El  Bordo 
de  Las  Lanzas,  a  400-year-old 
estate  restored  fry  iLs’ present 
owners.  Daily  flights  are  avail¬ 
able  from  Buenos  Aires  to 
Salta  or  nearby  Jujuy.  Though 
the  fauna  and  flora 'are  differ¬ 
ent.  the  area  rich  in  wildlife 
and  the  landscape  is  stunning. 

El  Bordo  de  Lis  Lanas  is  a 
good  base  for  visiting  the 
region,  and  a  great  place  to  put 
your  feet  up  and  enjoy  the 
beauty  and  comfort  of  the  old 
house  at  the  end  of  the  day. 
watching  the  evening  sky  from 
the  stone-floored  courtyard, 
where  the  arches  and  roof  of 
the  gallery  are  covered  by 
glorious  climbing  olants. 
Those  who  haven1!  seen  the 
night  sky  in  fire  southern 
hemisphere  cannot  know  the 


true,  breathtaking  meaning  of 
"starry  nights". 

If  you  want  a  taste  of  the 
plush  life  of  the  Argentine 
cattle  barons  at  the  turn  of  the 
century  in  the  middle  of  the 
Pampas,  try  Aoelain.  near 
Tandil.  250  miles  south  of 
Buenos  Aires.  Its  creator. 
Enrique  Larreta.  was  a  writer, 
obsessed  with  the  glory  of 
Spain  in  the  Renaissance,  the 
subject  of  his  best-known  nov¬ 
el,  La  Gloria  de  Don  Ramiro. 
After  marrying  an  heiress,  her 
land  and  money  made  it 
possible  for  him  to  fulfil  his 
fantasy  in  1915,  when  he  built  a 
huge  Spanish-styie  house  and 
chapel,  surrounded  by  a  land¬ 
scaped  pork  of  1,000  acres. 

The  house  sits  on  a  tall  hill 
that  dominates  the  surround¬ 
ing  plain,  and  flights  of  stone 
steps  flanked  by  cypresses 
lead  u  the  Arab-inspired  wat¬ 
er  gardens  and  the  great  park. 
The  lofty  interiors  of  the  house 
are  recreations  of  rooms  of  the 
period,  using  ceilings,  floors, 
doors,  fireplaces  and  works  of 
art  bought  from  Spanish  con¬ 
vents  or  palaces. 

Not  content  with  creating 
this  South  American  Xanadu 
for  himself,  Larreta  built  an 
Ali  Baba's  cave  in  the  cellars, 
including  huge  jars  full  of  fake 
treasure,  as  a  playroom  for  his 
grandchildren. 

For  visitors  to  Buenos  Aires, 
one  or  two  days  in  Aoelain  can 
be  a  welcome  break  from 
metropolitan  restlessness.  Ca¬ 
veat  emptor  accommodation 
within  the  main  house  is  not 
always  available,  and  Acdain, 
like  other  really  grand  houses 
in  Argentina,  can  be  less  user- 
friendly  to  paying  guests  than 
smaller,  family-run  homes. 

The  climate  varies  enor¬ 
mously,  sometimes  within  the 
same  province.  Every  region 
has  its  best  period  during  the 
year,  and  in  some  areas  there 
are  seasons  to  be  avoided. 
Good  tourist  guidebooks,  or  a 
reliable  travel  agent,  can  help 
you  make  the  most  of  a  great 
journey.  And  Argentines  are 
much  nicer  than  their  neigh¬ 
bours  would  like  you  to 
believe. 

William  Gill 


The  San  Jose  newspaper 
Costa  Rica  Today  listed 
meetings  for  the  Coffee 
Pickin'  Square  Dance  dub, 
the  Centre  for  Attitudinal 
Healing  arid  the  Refrigeration 
Service  Engineers  Society.  As 
an  extra  public  service,  it 
reminded  this  reader,  who 

wax  about  to  move  from  a  city 

hotel  to  a  series  of  rural  lodges, 
that  the  rainy  season  meant 
the  transfer  of  the  tarantulas 
from  waterlogged  burrows  to 
foe  shelter  of  houses.  How¬ 
ever,  the  spiders  reputation  is 
worse  than  its  bate:  the  tiny 
scarlet  and  blue  frogs  perched 
in  the  undergrowth  are  for 
more  poisonous. 

I  will  never  read  another 
local  paper,  I  thought  days 
later,  as  I  lay  perfectly  still  in 
my  dark,  stilted,  wooden  cabin 
on  the  Pacific  coast  watching  a 
firefly  pulsate  across  the  room 
like  some  tiny  green  fluores¬ 
cent  UTO.  The  problem  was 
the  rustling  in  the  rafters  and 
the  tiny  frog  hopping  towards 
the  wardrobe  —  all  frogs  are 
red  and  deadly  in  the  dark. 

What  with  the  aptly  named 
howler  monkeys  squabbling 
in  tiie  trees  and  a  scrabbling 
under  the  floor  that  could  have 
been  an  armadillo  but 
sounded  bigger,  I  wasn’t  sure  I 
was  cut  outfor  unspoilt  Costa 
Rican  eco-tourism. 

At  daybreak,  our  host  as¬ 
sured  me  the  frog,  now  in  the 
wardrobe,  was  indeed  small 
but  also  green,  the  midnight 

scrabble;  probably  his'  dbg 

and  the  spider  was  in  its 
burrow  by  the  front  door. 

For  those  without  an  over- 
active  imagination.  La 
Ensenda  ranch  is  a  de¬ 
light  Its  seclusion  means  one 
radiophone  and  no  hot  water, 
but  swimming,  walking,  rid¬ 
ing  the  cattle  range  or  sailing 
up  tiie  deserted  canals  be¬ 
tween  the  tangled  roots  of  the 
mangrove  forests,  trailed  by 
pot-bellied  brown  pelicans,  os¬ 
preys  as  common  as  sparrows 
and  the  occasional  crocodile. 

The  local  fishermen's  I  atm 
band  was  a  backdrop  to 
dinner,  with  rhythms  never 
heard  in  Grimsby,  as  we  were 
coached  in  the  intricacies  of 
salsa  and  samba  for  ourd6but 
at  the  local  hop  the  Sallowing 
weekend  in  Monteverde, 
■where  young  arid  often  diap- 
eroned  Costa  Ricans,  but  very 
few  tourists,  gathered. 

Costa  Rica  has  made  some 
smart  moves  in  the  past, 
which  has  left  it  well  placed  for 
the  eco-tourism  of  the  caring 
1990s.  The  first  was  disband¬ 
ing  its  army  In  1948  —  “the 
army  is  in  the  schools,  the 
greatest  enemy  is  ignorance" 
—  thus  helping  tiie  country  to 
avoid  the  political  implosions 
of  its  Central  American  neigh¬ 
bours.  The  second  was  concen¬ 
trating  on  green  pursuits, 
rather  than  military  coups, 
preserving  the  primary  rain 
and  cloud  forests  before  the 
rest  of  tiie  world  knew  or  cared 
about  the  ozone  layer. 

Despite  Costa  Rica’s  hus¬ 
bandry  of  the  environment  its 
star  attractions  —  volcanoes  — 
owe  nothing  to  conservation. 
Some  bubble  and  seethe,  al¬ 
lowing  you  dose  enough  to 
peer  into  their  crater  lakes, 
risking  only  a  blast  of  sulphur. 
The  blade  pyramid  of  Mount 
Arena],  however,  regularly 
shudders  and  booms  a  warn¬ 
ing  to  keep  your  distance  as  it 
does  its  pyrotechnic  party 
piece.  The  crater  glows  red. 
repeatedly  belching  hot  gases 
and  spiralling  plumes  of  ash 
into  the  night.  Huge  scarlet 
boulders  are  forced  skywards 
like  giant  champagne  corks 


■  Cox  &  Kings  Fourth  floor. 
Gordon  House.  10  Gneencoat 
Place,  London  SWI  (DI71-873 
5000)  offers  a  14-day  Costa  Rica 
Odyssey  Tour  from  EI.755  per 
person  sharing  a  twin  room 
(angle  supplement  EZ75).The 
price  includes  some  meals  and 

excursions  and  scheduled 
international  flights  with  KLM. 
As  well  as  the  destinations 
mentioned  in  (he  article  above, 
lhe  tour  ind  odes  Tortuguero 
on  the  Caribbean  coast.  Group 
departures  in  Feb.  Mar,  May. 
Aug.  Oct  and  Nov.  The  company 
can  also  tadonnake 
individual  itineraries. 

■  Currency:  take  small 
denomination  US  dollar 
travellers'  cheques  and 
currency.  Don't  even  think  about 
taking  surfing.  you  might  as 

wril  offer  conch  shells. 

Mastercard  and  Visa  will  get 
a  better  reception  than  Amec.  The 
local  currency  is  the  colon, 
about 300-EL 

■  Health:  no  compulsory 
requirements  but  precautions 
against  hepatitis,  tetanus, 
typhoid,  polio  and  malaria  are 
recommended.  See  your  GP. 

Take  a  strong  insect  repellent  if 
you  suffer  from  bites. 

■  Climate  the  dry  scasou  is 
between  Dec  and  ApriL  though 
the  Caribbean  coastal  region 
tends  to  have  a  highs  annual  - 
rrinfalL  Temperatures  vary 
bide  from  season  to  season  and 
the  main  factor  is  altitude:  eg. 
the  coastal  areas  average  up  to 
30C.  San  Just  26G  and  the 
microclimates  in.  for  instance. 


before  tumbling  and  chasing 
ribbons  of  moulten  lava  down 
the  mountainside.  "Awe¬ 
some",  as  most  of  die  tourists 
would  say. 

Unde  Sam's  influence  in 
this  part  of  Central  America 
has  been  benign,  patting  tiie 
way  for  those  of  us  worried 
that  showing  ecological  soli¬ 
darity  means  madiete-ing 
your  way  through  the  under¬ 
growth  to  the  campfire,  and  al 
fresco  plumbing  where  you 
encounter  the  wildlife  when 
least  convenient  There  are 
more  comfortable  altematives- 

Costa  Rica  is  not,  however,  a 
Fbrestworld  theme  park — yet 
Jungle  treks  may  return  you  to 
the  hotel  by  nightfall,  but 
flying  objects  of  varying 
weight  and  wingspan  necessi¬ 
tate  strong  repellent  and 
steady  nerves.  Single  file  is  the 
only  way  through  dank,  claus¬ 
trophobic  green  corridors, 
where  the  exotic  foliage  seems 
faintly  sinister.  Orchids  com¬ 
pete  with  sri-fi  parasitic  plants 
for  Light,  and  butterflies  the 
size  and  colour  of  Wedgwood 
plates  float  by. 

The  Tilajari  Hold  at 
Mudle,  an  hour  from  the 
Nicaraguan  border  and 
handy  for  Mount  Arenal  and 
some  of  the  many  national 
parks,  is  typical  of  Costa  Rica'S 
bid  for  tiie  elite,  as  well  as  eco- 
tourism.  It  opened  in  1991.  - 
with  first-class  bungalows  in 
tropical  gardens  on  tiie  San 
Carlos  river,  where  the  house 
crocodile  patrols  tiie  sand¬ 
banks  and  prehistoric  iguanas 
bask  on  tiie  grass.  You  can 
share  your  breakfast  with  a 
toucan,  chat  with  macaws  by 
the  pool,  or  watch  the  hum¬ 
ming  birds. 

Our  guides  Carlos  and 
Didier.  as  well  as  having  an 
encyclopaedic  knowledge  of 
their  country,  were  so  enthusi¬ 
astic  about  the  850  sped es  of 
laid  recorded  in  Costa  Rica 
that  everyone  became  tempo¬ 
rary  twitchers. 


Only  two-thirds  the  size  of 
Scotland,  this  tiny,  countiy 
allows  easy  exploration  of  ib 
Caribbean  and  pacific  coasts, 
as  well  as  the  interior,  but  the 

Government  recognises  the 
difficulty  of  absorbing  mass 
tourism  which  could,  over¬ 
whelm  the  unspoilt  environ¬ 
ment  that  attracts  visitors. 

In  1993  tourists  replaced 
coffee  as  the  top  currency 
earner,  yet  in  1995  there  were 
only.  700,000.  Numbers  wtil 
explode  as  tourists  cautiously 
return  to  a  more  stable  Central 
America  and  combine,  say.  the 
Mayan  history  of  Guatarnala 
with  tiie  nature  of  Costa  Rica. 

A  dilemma  may  arise  when 
the  reality  of  hard  currency, 
the  people’s  wish  for  higher 
employment,  and  a  rising 
standard  of  living  clashes  with 
tiie  Government’s  aspirations 
of  elite,  ie.  expensive  and 
limited  tourist  packages. 

Monteverde  could  be 
the  future,  and  it 
doesn’t  work.  Estab¬ 
lished  by  American  quake rs  in 
1951  near  the  country's  pre¬ 
mier  cloud  forest,  it  is  one  of 
the  oldest  tourist  centres  — 
and  it  shows.  An  unplanned 
mess  of  home-made  signs 
advertising  pizza  and  ham¬ 
burger  joints,  butterfly  farms, 
aromatherapy,  cheap  forest 
tours,  all  decorated  with  badly 
drawn  toucans,  humming 
birds  and  a  golden  frog  extinct 
for  a  decade. 

Having  previously  encoun¬ 
tered  few  tourists  on  empty 
roads,  this  was  Mexican  bor¬ 
der  town  meets  Woodstock.  I 
had  nostalgic  thoughts  of 
howler  monkeys. 

Costa  Rica  .knows  success 
may  be  its  biggest  problem, 
but  this  beautiful,  peaceful 
country  deserves  to  get  it  right 

Christine  wheeler 

m  The  author  was  a  guest  of 
KLM  Royal  Dutch  Airlines  and 
Cox  &  Kings  TruveL 
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Tour  guides  Carlos,  left,  and  Didier  at  Mount  Arena! 


COSTA  RICA  FACT  FILE 


tbedoud  forests  cooler.  Our 
party  visited  at  tiie  beginning  of 
the  rainy  season,  preferred  by 
some  tourists  as  there  are  fewer 
visitors.  We  had  tut  sonny 
mornings  with  drizzle  dosing  in 
only  In  the  late  afternoon. 

Most  downpours  were  al  night 

■  Food:  we  stopped  for  lunch 
at  roadside  restaurants,  which 
were  without  exception  dean 
and  welcoming.  The  average 
lunch  costs  about 

E5-E7:  steak,  sea  bass,  tacos, 
tortilla,  rice  dishes  and  fresh 
tropical  fruit  oq  all  menus.  A 
suitable  lunch  was  always 
happily  produced  without 
fuss  for  vegetarians.  The 
coonuys  coffee  is  wonderfuL 

■  Clothing:  take  mostly  light 
cotton  things  —  long  sleeved 


shirts  and  trousers — and 
stout  shoes  for  the  forests, 
waterproofs  for  the  rahty 
season.  A  torch  is  handy  for 
walking  from  your 
accommodation  to  restaurant  in 
rural  areas. 

■  Crime:  this  seems  less  of  a 
problem  in  the  capital,  San  Jose, 
than  other  cities  in  Central 
America.  We  were  not  hassled  by 
street  vendors  and  saw 
virtually  no  beggars.  Nor  are 
there  the  slums  thal  sear  the 
*3*  and  conscience  in  other  parts 
of  this  continent.  However, 
common  sense  and  street  aed  are 
required  in  a  strange  city. 

Take  advice  from  guides  and 

hotel  stall  on  restaurants  and 

bars  to  visit  at  night;  lake  taxis 
and  order  them  at  the  hold. 


Travel  Experts  for  50  Years 

South  America,  Africa  and  die 
Indian  Ocean. 

L*™y,  tailor-made  itineraries  for  the  individual 
traveller.  Please  call  us  for  our  latest  brochures. 

Our  Heritage  is  Your  Assurance 
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Egypt:  Scuba  diving  among  the  coral  banks  of  the  Red  Sea  introduces  you  to  a  menagerie  of  marine  life 

Don’t  play  games  with  the  clown  fish 


Wonderfully  colourful  fish  feed  on  coral  in  the  Red  Sea 


Clown  fish  do  not  take 
kindly  to  intruders. 
The  name  describes 
their  colourful  ap¬ 
pearance.  not  their  sense  of 
humour,  and  the)'  will  attack 
anything  which  threatens  the 
patch  of  coral  they  call  home. 

Scuba-diving  instructors  de¬ 
light  in  such  cautionary  tales 
about  the  undersea  world  they 
are  training  you  to  explore. 
Sharks,  eels,  sea  snakes,  and 
now  down  fish.  Blood,  they 
tell  you,  looks  green  under 
water. 

All  I  wanted  to  do  was  see 
some  pretty  fish  and  a  little 
rurde  flippering  happily 
around  its  natural  habitat. 
Hurghada,  on  the  Egyptian 
side  of  the  Red  Sea,  seemed  the 
ideal  place  because  of  the 
clear,  warm  water  and  its 
closeness  to  home  compared  to 
other  fabled  diving  locations. 

Fortunately,  scare  stories 
are  a  routine  feature  of  dive 
training  and  an  exaggerated 
part  of  apresscuba  which 
should  not  alarm  any  budding 
Jacques  Cousteau.  After  all. 
diving  is  an  activity  where  you 
need  to  be  a  little  daring.  Not 
many  holidays  involve  dress¬ 
ing  from  head  to  toe  in  rubber 
with  a  group  of  strangers. 

The  main  obstacles  to  over¬ 
come  are  all  technical.  Com¬ 
plete  novices,  such  as  myself, 
have  to  spend  at  least  two  days 
swotting  up  on  theory,  termin¬ 
ology  and  how  to  use  a  crateful 
of  unfamiliar  equipment 
We  learnt  the  wetsuit  is  not 
made  of  rubber  but  Neoprene, 
which  gives  buoyancy  and 
insulation.  And  forget  goggles 
and  flippers.  This  is  an  open- 
water  certificated  course  run 
by  the  Professional  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Diving  Instructors 
(Padi)  and  everyone  wears  a 
mask  and  fins.  Then  there  is 
the  BCD  (buoyancy  control 
device,  not  inflatable  jacket), 
air  tank,  regulator  (mouth¬ 
piece)  arid  octopus  (spare 
moudtpiece).  ' 

When  training  with  Divers 
Lodge  at  Hurgnada,  the  fun 
starts  in  the  swimming  pool  at 
the  Intercontinental  Hold.  - 
Any  fears  about  putting  your 
head  under  for  the  first  time 
shduld-'.be  eased  .by  Julia 
Jgksias,  whose  hits  are 
thoughtfully  piped  under¬ 
water  atthe  hotel. 

It  really  does  work.  Breath¬ 
ing  in  and  out  through  the 
regulator,  frantically  at  first, 
you  take  your  first  cumber¬ 
some  fins  into  a  new  world.  All 
worries  completely  disappear 
when  the  aerobics  session 
starts  down  the  other  end  of 
the  pool  and  that  first  glimpse 
of  aquatic  life  takes  your  mind 
off  the  ungainly  equipment. 

The  night  before  our  first 
Red  Sea  dive  (four  are  needed 
to  pass  the  course)  was  spent 
in  Peanuts  Bar,  centre  of  the 
Hurghada  sub-aqua  scene. 
Little  can  be  said  for  the  resort 
a  five-mile  strip  of  hotels  in 
various  stages  of  construction 
which  has  sprung  up  along¬ 
side  a  small  fishing  town  and 


learn  to  dive 
in  the  REP  SEA 
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■  Golden  joy  Holidays 
(0171-794  9767)  arranges 
seven-day  packages  with 
flights,  transfers  and  B&B 
at  various  hotels.  At  the 
Hilton  (002065442116), 
this  ranges  from  £389  to 
£489,  and  al  the  Three 
Comers  (DO  2065  441816) 
from  £319  to  £389. 

■  A  five-day  open-water 
diving  coarse  with  the 
Professional  Association  of 
Divers  (Padi)  at  Divers 
Lodge,  based  at  the 
Intercontinental  Hotel  (00  . 
2065  443911),  booked  in 
advance  through 
Goldenjoy,  costs  £165. 
including  equipment  rentaL 
Extra  days  of  diving  after 
the  course  are  £25  a  day. 
Anyone  aged  12  to  65  in 
good  health  and  able  to 
swim  about  200  yards  can 
learn  to  dive. 

■  If  you  already  have  a 
Padi  certificate,  five  days* 
diving  with  two  dives  a  day 
costs  £125. 

■  A  twhday  Luxor 
extension  (by  road  to  Luxor 
and  fly  bade  from  there  to 
Britain)  oasts  £119  to  £159, 
staging  overnight  in  die 
Luxor  Hilton. 

■  Visas  for  Egypt  cost  £10 
on  arrivaL 


spawned  a  rather  seedy  night- 
dub.  But  we  are  not  here  for 
tile  scenery  above  ground  and, 
anyway,  the  man-made  trea¬ 
sures  of  Egypt,  such  as  the 
Valley  of  the  Kings  and  Kar- 
nak  temple  at  Luxor,  can  be 
visited  on  -excursions  from 
Hurghada. 

In  between  ill-advised  bot¬ 
tles  of  beer  (alcohol  does  not 
mix.  with  diving)  and  peanuts, 
it  emerges  that  down  fish  are 
no  more  than  three  inches 
long  and,  though  aggressive, 
harmless.  So  that  is  one  small 
thing  Jess  to  worry  about  when 
the  dive  boat  departs. 

It  takes  an  hour  to  reach 
the  reef.  Diving  instruc¬ 
tors  tdl  you  the  best  way 
to  stop  your  mask  steam¬ 
ing  up  under  water  is  to  spit  in 
ft  first  Don’t  quibble.  They 
will  only  offer  to  do  it  Jar  you. 

The  group  descends  into  the 
blue  by  a  rope,  pausing  every 
metre  or  so  to  equalise  the 
pressure  in  your  inner  tubes 
with  that  outside;  by  a  tech¬ 
nique  known  as  holding  your 
nose  and  blowing.  Eventually 
we  all  settle  on  the  sea  floor. 
We  are  about  12m  (40ft)  down 
and  taking  in  our  first  view  of 
the  menagerie  of  marine  life 
attracted  by  the  boat 
All  the  skills  practised  in  the 
pool  have  to  be  repeated  for 
the  course,  inducting  the 
dreaded  mask  removal,  re¬ 
placement  and  clearance  exer¬ 
cise.  Forgetting  not  to  inhale 
through  your  nose  before 
blowing  the  Red  Sea  gently  off 
your  mask  causes  a  salty  nasal 
flush  which  can  spoil  the 
whole  dive  —  and  your 
sinuses. 

As  I  displaced  the  brine 
from  my  mask  by  carefully 
exhaling,  I  was  surprised  to 
find  my  diving  instructor 
appear  goggle-eyed  in  front  of 
me.  He  motioned  towardsa  4ft 
jmoray  eel  winding  slowly 
away.  Later  he  told  me  it 
swam  right  between  us  while 
my  mask  was  off  and  my  eyes 
shut  against  the  salt 
We  go  round  the  group  for 


David  Charter  (faring  the  camera)  learns  from  an  Instructor  how  to  acclimatise  himself  on  the  teeming  bed  of  the  Red  Sea;  the  human  scuba  shoal  attracted  much  attention  from  the  fish 


everyone  to  rehearse  each  skill 
in  turn:  retrieving  a  dislodged 
regulator,  removing  BCD  and 
.  putting  it  back  an.  achieving 
different  levels  of  buoyancy. 

Each  dive  mixes  exercises 
with  exploration.  We  swim  in 
pairs  behind  the  instructor, 
hopelessly  yo-yoing  at  first 
with  every  breath  as  we  try  to 
achieve  “neutral  •  buoyancy" 
and  missing  too  much  of  the 
teeming  wildlife. 

But  the  longer  it  goes  on.  the 
more  you  relax  and  enjoy  the 
dive,  The  sea  is  wonderfully 
clear,  with  the  sun  filtering 
through  on  to  translucent 
trumpet  fish  like  silver  ribbons 
just  below  the  surface.  There 
are  angel  fish,  butterfly  fish 
and  parrot  fish,  barracuda, 
bug-eyed  snappers  and  Wu^ 
spotted  rays  rippling  along  the 
bottom,  as  well  as  the  superbly 
.named  sweet  lips  and  choco¬ 
late  dips.  All  finning  their 
merry  way  around  shimmer¬ 
ing  coral  and  our  own  tittle 
scuba  shoal. 

It  makes  dinner  that  eve¬ 
ning  a  curious  experience, 
when  the  chef  at  the  Three 
Comers  Hotel,  one  of  Hur¬ 
ghada ’s  finest  Egyptian  res¬ 
taurants,  exhorts  you  to  try 
dishes  you  spent  the  afternoon 


swimming  with.  The  culmina¬ 
tion  of  the  diving  course  is  a 
fairly  lengthy  test  on  theory 
and  the  final  day's  dives.  By 
the  fourth  we  are  becoming 
adept  at  moving  in  three 
dimensions  and  confident 
enough  to  pursue  a  particular 
discovery  in  our  pairs,  com¬ 
municating  direction  and  ba¬ 
sic  commands  with  hand 
signals  in  a  world  where  the 
only  sound  is  lunching  fish, 
chipping  at  the  coral. 

Unfortunately,  there  were 
no  turtles  for '  me  to  see, 
although  the  Red  Sea  is  famed 
for  them,  and  no  sharks  —  not 
too  much  of  a  disappointment 
"The  final  dive  brought  me  face 
to  face  with  an  angry  orange 
and  white  tiddler  determined 
to  defend  his  lump  of  coral 
from  the  6ft  Neoprene  invad¬ 
er.  It  repeatedly  charged 
straight  at  my  mask  bumping 
against  the  glass  until  1  beat  a 
hasty  retreat 

I  passed  the  course  and 
became  a  "certified  diver.  But 
the  down  fish  had  the  last 
laugh  after  all. 

David  Charter 

•  The  author  ucs  a  guest  of 
Goldenjoy  Leisure  and  the  Hilton 
HoteL  Hurghada. 


Answers  Jrom.  page  19 
RANDY 

(a)  A  noisy  merry-making  or  revel.  Perhaps  an  abbreviation 
of  rendezvous,  used  in  different  forms  in  various  dialects. 
Thomas  Hardy,  Tessof  the  D'Urbervilles.  1891:  “A  rattling 
good  randy  wi'  fiddles  and  bass-viols  complete." 
PRESSION 

(c)  The  action  of  pressing.  Especially  in  Cartesian  Physics 
and  massage.  The  noun  from  the  Latin  verb  premere  to 
press.  “If  the  moon  by  pression  and  attraction  was  the 
principal  cause  of  flux  and  reflux." 

RIPRAP 

(c)  A  kind  of  detonating  firework.  Echoic  and  doublet  word 
from  rap.  “A  few  fireworks,  a  riprap  or  two,  and  some 
general  illumination."  . 

PROXENETE 

(b)  One  who  negotiates  something,  especially  a  marriage. 
An  agent  go-between,  match-malcer- 


The  very  best  of 


uncommercial 


We  pride  atmetnu  on  pn/puting  a  i \periaiitt,  knowtedgraHi 
and  funmatued  tender,  offering  n  wide  Pimriy  of  kotirhiji 

to  “the  real  7tofay7  Fat  s  hmrhurt  or  further  information 
please  feet  aetrame  to  rail:  ■ 

0181  742  0055  & 
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A 14  DAY  EXPLORATION 
OF  THE  HEART  OF  EUROPE 
BY  ROAD  AND  RIVER 

For  our  visit  to  Middle  Europe  we  have 
organised  an  itinerary  based  on  six  days 
of  touring,  followed  by  a  seven  night 
cruise  along  the  Danube.  This  is  the 
ideal  way  to  explore  Germany,  the  Czech 
Republic,  Austria,  Slovakia  and  Hungary. 
It  allows  the  opportunity  to  visit  the 
major  cities  of  Berlin,  Dresden,  Prague, 
Vienna,  Bratislava  and  Budapest  as  well 

THE  ITINERARY _ 

DAY  1  London- Berlin  Morning  departure  with 
British  Airways.  Drive  to  the  Forum  Hotel  or  similar 
tor  a  2  night  stay.  Afternoon  free  for  a  leisurely 
strofl  along  the  Kurfurstendam.  Dinner  n  a  typical 
'Berliner'  restaurant 

DAY  2  Berlin -Potsdam  Morning  excursion  of 
both  East  and  West  Berlin,  driving  along  the 
Unter  den  Linden,  and  past  the  Reichstag, 
Chartottenburg  Place  and  the  Brandenburg  Gate. 
Afternoon  visit  to  Potsdam- the  Versailles  of 
Prussia  Here  amongst  the  splendour  of  Frederick 
the  Great's  creation  we  will  see  the  palace  of 
Sans  Souci.  the  Tea  House  and  Castfe 
Cecrttenhof.  where  the  Potsdamer  Treaty  was 

signed  by  the  Afles. _ 

DAY  3  Berlin -Dresden  Early  start  today  as  we 
drive  to  Dresden,  the  historic  capital  of  Saxony. 
Virtually  flattened  by  Allied  bombing  in  WWII,  the 
city  has  been  rebuilt  in  the  spirit  of  regeneration 
which  is  now  so  prevalent  in  the  former  East 
Germany.  Visit  the  Zwmger  Palace,  a  wonderful 
collection  of  Baroque  pavtitons,  galleries  and 
gardens.  Later  see  the  Semper  Opera  House  and 
the  ruins  of  Our  Lady's  Church.  Stay  overnight 

at  the  Hotel  Mercure  or  similar. _ 

DAY  4  Dresden -Metasen -Prague  Morning 
departure  to  medieval  Meissen  for  visits  to  the 
l^srcelain  Museum  and  Factory.  In  the  afternoon 
drive  through  the  lovely  countryside  of  Saxon- 
Switzerland  to  Prague.  Stay  2  nights  at  the 
Dplomat  Hotel  or  sinter.  Dinner  h  a  typical 
Prague  beer  cellar  restaurant _ 

DAY  5  Prague  Our  guided  tour  of  the ‘Golden 
City*  wHi  include  the  magnificent  Castfe  area 
and  St  Vitus  cathedral.  Walk  along  Golden  Lane 
before  driving  around  the  city;  referred  to  by 
Goethe  as  The  jewel  in  the  world's  crown*. 
Afternoon  free,  perhaps  to  explore  the  fascinating 
Jewish  Quarter,  or  visit  some  of  the  excellent 
museums  and  galleries. _ 

DAY  6  Prague-  Ansau  Drive  through  the 
enchanting  Bohemian  countryside  to  the 
picturesque  German  city  of  Passau,  situated  on 
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as  the  lovely  countryside  of  Southern 
Saxony,  the  Wachau  Valley  and  the 
Danube  Bend. 

Such  an  itinerary  undertaken  completely 
by  coach  would  indeed  be  a  tiring 
experience.  However,  by  dividing  our  time 
between  touring  and  cruising,  we  are  able 
to  offer  a  more  leisurely  schedule.  The 
seven  day  cruise  aboard  the  first  class 

the  confluence  of  the  Danube,  Inn  and  llz  rivers. 
Embark  MS  Pousse  and  sail  at  tea  time,  through 

the  delightful  lush  countryside. _ 

DAY  7  Vienna  Momng  sailing  through  the  scenic 
Wachau  Vblley,  arriving  in  Vienna  in  the  late 
morning.  After  lunch  there  win  be  an  optional 
excursion  ot  Vienna,  driving  around  the  ‘Ring1  and 
visiting  the  Old  Quartet  Sail  at  the  evening. 

DAY  8  Budapest  Be  on  deck  as  we  sail  into 
Budapest  a  wonderful  site  with  beautiful  views 
on  both  sides  of  both  Buda  and  Pest.  An  optional 
excursion  wfl  include  Geflert  HAt  the  Mathias 
Church  and  the  Fisherman's  Bastion.  Also  an 
optional  Budapest  by  Night*  tour.  Sait  at  midnight 
DAY  9  Kalosca  Here  on  the  Hungarian  Plains 
(Puszta)  we  will  visit  the  charming  town  of 
Kalosca  There  will  be  an  optional  excursion  to 
this  area  which  is  rich  in  foBriore  and  famous  for 

its  horses  and  ridxig  skills. _ 

DAY  10  Budapest -Estergom  There  wA  be  a 
brief  stop  at  Budapest  for  those  who  wish  to  take 
the  optional  excursion  overlaid  to  Estergom  by 
way  of  the  picturesque  town  of  Szentendre. 

Or  stay  on  board  and  muse  to  Estergom,  arriving 

m  the  early  afternoon. _ 

DAY  11  Bratislava  Morning  m  the  capita!  of 
Slovakia  -  optional  walking  tour  available  Sail 
at  lunch  tine  back  to  Vienna.  There  will  be  the 
opportunity  to  join  an  optional  Vienna  music 
concert  in  Schonbrunn  Palace.  Sail  at  midnight. 
DAY  12  Dusmstohi  Arrive  in  the  morning. 

Join  an  optional  excursion  to  Meik  Abbey  and 
the  beautiful  wine  growing  countryside  of  the 
Wachau  Valley  Sail  at  lunch  time. 

□AY  13  Passau  Arrive  m  the  rooming  and 
disembark  after  breakfast  Optional  walking  tour 
of  Passau.  Later  drive  to  the  famous  place  of 
pilgrimage  at  Allotting  for  lunch  at  the  delightful 
Hotel  Post  Later  drive  to  the  city  ot  Munich  tor 
an  overnight  stay  at  the  Hotel  Dorint  or  similar, 
Farew^  tinner  in  Munich. _ 

DAY  14  Munich -London  (HeatiirowJ  Late 
morning  departure  with  British  Airways  to  London. 


MS  Rousse  offers  a  moving  hotel  and 
a  most  comfortable  base.  She  will  moor 
close  to,  and  in  some  cases,  in  the  centre 
of  the  cities  and  towns  along  the  river. 

Whilst  she  is  sailing  along  the  Danube 
she  affords  wonderful  views.  Perhaps  the 
biggest  advantage  is  that  for  seven  nights 
of  the  itinerary  you  have  a  permanent 
base  -  no  packing  or  unpacking! 

1997  PRICE  PER  PERSON 
IN  TWIN  BEDDED  ROOM 


28  April.  19  May;  16  June; 
4  August;  18  August; 

29  September  8  September 

Europe 

deck 

2  berth 

£1495 

£1545 

Europe  2  beds  £1579  £1629 

deck 

Danube 

deck 

2  berth 

£1649 

£1691 

Danube 

deck 

2  beds 

£1739 

£1789 

Promenade 

deck 

Sute 

£2023 

£2073 

Europe 

deck 

Single 

£1850 

£1890 

Danube 

deck 

Single 

£1950 

£1990 

Prices  subject  In  surcharge 

Price  inchidas:  Economy  class  air  travel 
Lon  don -Berlin  and  Munich -London.  6  nghts  first 
class  hotel  accommodation,  breakfast  daily  at 
hotels,  dinner  on  days  1.3.4&13,  fu«  board  on 
days  6  to  13.  transportation  by  hrst  class  coach, 

7  rights  aboard  the  MS  Rousse,  port  taxes, 
excursions  on  days  Z3.4.5.6&13,  UK  departure 
tax.  porterage,  local  guides.  Cruise  Director. 

Not  Included:  Travel  insurance,  airport  tax, 
optional  exclusions  from  the  MS  Ftousse  (details 
of  shore  excursions  available  on  request). 

FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS 
Please  telephone  0171-409  0376 
(7  days  a  week  during  office  hours) 
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WEEKEND  ■  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28 19% 


America:  Military-style  planning  on  atrip  to  the  western  states  gave  one  family  their  best  holiday  ever. 


The  American 
dream  team 


TRAVEL  AGENTS  can  offer  holidays 
makers  the  world  —  at  a  price.  They  have 
the  purchasing  power  to  do  deals  with 
International  amines  and  hotels  to  pack¬ 
age  your  holiday  dreams  to  match  your 
pocket  But  what  if  you  want  to  organise 
your  own  holiday,  like  you  used  to  in  the 
old  days,  and  in  the  same  sort  of  places 


The  parameters  of  our 
Easter  family  trip  to 
the  western  states  of 
America  wen?  rela¬ 
tively  straightforward.  We 
were  planning  a  holiday  for 
two  adults  and  three  energetic 
children  aged  eight.  II  and  14. 
We  wan  red  first-class  accom¬ 
modation.  a  fantastic  itinerary 
covering  ail  the  famous  land¬ 
marks  and  —  most  important 
—  it  had  to  fit  a  tight  budget 
The  budget  for  15  days  was 
limited  to  E3.500;  no  holidays 
paid  for  by  travel  companies 
or  expense  accounts  here.  This 
had  to  include  our  flights,  car- 
hire  and  accommodation. 
Ctiuld  it  be  achieved? 

We  agonised  over  numerous 
tours  to  arrange  the  best 
itinerary.  We  knew  certain 
things  could  not  be  missed  but 
we  had  to  fit  this  around  a 
family  holiday.  Travelling  all 
the  time  would  be  a  recipe  for 
disaster.  The  children  would 
be  bored  and  it  would  be 
unfair  to  them.  We  had  to 
choose  hotels  with  good  indoor  * 
leisure  facilities.  We  selected 
our  hotels  from  the  big  chains 
—  Hilton.  Holiday  Inn.  Marri¬ 
ott  and  Best  Western. 

Bookings  could  be  made  via 
central  reservations  mainly  on 
freephone  numbers  in  the  UK 
All  the  leading  chains  accept 
cancellations  up  to  the  antici¬ 
pated  arrival  date  without 
charge  so  this  gave  us  the 
flexibility  to  alter  our  route. 
Without  exception,  no  one  ever 
volunteered  the  cheapest  room 
rate,  I  always  had  do  ask.  All 
the  rooms  accommodated  five 
people  and  some  charged  a 
nominal  rate  for  an  extra  bed 
in  the  room.  The  average  cost 
per  night  for  accommodation 
and  breakfast  for  us  all  was 
about  $85  (£55).  The  prices 
were  significantly  cheaper 


than  booking  through  a  travel 
agent  We  landed  in  Phoenix, 
Arizona  at  8pm  in  SOFto  begin 
our  journey  to  the  Grand 
Canyon.  After  collecting  our 
hire  car  and  stopping  over¬ 
night  in  Flagstaff,  we  set  off  on 
a  scenic  drive  to  visit  one  of  the 
great  wonders  of  the  world. 
The  Grand  Canyon  is  oper¬ 
ated  by  American  National 
Parks  and  for  £16  you  can  buy 
an  annual  permit  which  en¬ 
ables  you  to  visit  every  Nat¬ 
ional  Park  site  in  America. 

Even  though  we  were  only 
visiting  for  two  weeks,  it  was 
cheaper  to  do  this  than  to  pay 
separate  entrance  fees.  As  we 
drove  around  the  South  Rim, 
wonderful  views  greeted  us  at 
every  turn  but  it  was  cold  and 
we  didn't  envy  the  many 
walkers  who  venture  into  the 
depths  of  the  Canyon. 


Our  route  then  took 
us  through  the 
Painted  Desert  to 
Monument  Valley 
through  the  Navajo  Indian  > 
Reservation.  You  can  drive 
around  Monument  Valley  on 
your  own  but  with  three  noisy 
kids  and  a  hire  car.  we  opted 
for  a  four-wheel  drive  tour.  It 
was  fantastic  —  it  looked  just 
as  it  does  on  all  the  films. 

After  two  days  of  canyons 
and  monuments,  however 
spectacular,  we  had  to  have  a 
variation  to  keep  everyone 
happy  and  Page  on  Lake 
Powell,  one  of  the  largest  man¬ 
made  lakes  in  America,  pro¬ 
vided  the  ideal  stop.  Lake 
Powell  looks  like  a  lunar 
landscape  and  in  the  summer 
is  overrun  with  tourists.  At 
Easter  it  is  deserted  and  in 
warm  sunshine  we  hired  a 
speedboat  for  $70  (£42)  which 
gave  us  an  exhilarating  taste 
of  the  magnificent  vistas. 


The  drive  from  Page  to 
Bryce  Canyon  is  one  of  the 
most  scenic  in  America.  Here 
we  stayed  in  Ruby's  Inn,  one  of 
the  oldest,  most  famous  hotels 
in  the  region.  The  canyon, 
with  its  pink  needle-shaped 
rocks  gleaming  in  the  sun¬ 
shine,  die  tops  still  covered  in 
snow,  provided  another  magi¬ 
cal  day.  Here  we  saw  deer  and 
talked  to  people  from  all 
comers  of  the  world. 

We  all  agreed,  however,  that 
we  had  had  enough  nature 
and  setoff  for  the  other  side  of 
America.  Las  Vegas  has  to  be 
seen  to  be  believed.  The  hotels 
have  wonderful  facilities  and 
food  is  served  at  giveaway 
prices  to  encourage  you  into 
the  casinos.  Gaming  laws  are 
strictly  enforced  and  children 
are  not  allowed  to  gamble  or 
loiter  in  the  casino  areas. 

We  had  a  great  time  in 
Caesar’s  Palace  —  particularly 
in  the  Forum  Shopping  Mall, 
one  of  the  best  shopping  malls 
in  the  world.  Every  hour, 
Roman  statues  “come  to  life” 
in  a  show  with  coloured  danc¬ 
ing  fountains. 

We  reluctantly  left  our  hotel, 
the  Flamingo  Hilton,  after 
three  days  but  Disneyland 
beckoned.  Driving  through 
the  Mojave  Desert  to  Los 
Angeles,  we  faced  blizzards. 
Later,  in  the  middle  of  the 
desert  we  poped  the  largest 
thermometer  in  the  world  — 
registering  38F. 

Every  parent  pretends  they 
are  only  going  to  Disney 
because  of  the  children,  but 
why  pretend?  We  had  a  great 
three  days  there,  went  on 
every  ride  and  met  every 
Disney  character.  However, 
you  should  ignore  what  the 
guide  books  say  about  going 
in  at  the  crack  of  dawn.  The 
park  is  much  quieter  after 
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the  travel  companies  offer?  Can  it  be 
done?  Efficiently?  Cheaper?  And  will  it  be 
as  satisfying?  Times  readers  Sandra  and 
Michael  Silberstein,  of  Leeds,  decided  on 
a  DIY  holiday  to  the  western  states  of 
America  with  their  children,  Daniel,  14, 
Rebecca,  u.  and  Deborah,  eight  Here 
is  their  Story  of  what  happened 
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Many  visitors  choose  to  see  the  Grand  Canyon  on  foot  The  Silberstein  family,  however,  admired  the  views  from  the  comfort  of  their  hire  car 


5pm,  the  queues  are  shorter 
and  it  is  open  until  midnight, 
giving  plenty  of  time  to  enjoy 
everything.  We  spent  the  days 
in  toe  hotel  pool,  the  Hard 
Rock  Cafo  and  Rodeo  Drive, 
and  the  evenings  in  Disney¬ 
land.  We  stayed  at  the  Marri¬ 
ott  in  Anaheim,  near 
Disneyland,  because  it  offered 
an  excellent  family  package 
with  room,  breakfast.  Disney 
tickets  and  a  free  trolley  bus  to 
the  park. 

The  last  few  days  of  our  trip 
took  us  to  northern  California 
where  we  were  back  to  natural 
beauty  a«pun  in  the  Yosemite 
Park  against  the  backdrop  of 
the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains. 
We  had  reserved  a  roam  at  a 
Best  Western  in  Qakhurst, 
only  a  few  miles  from  the 
park.  We  had  two  days  of 
incredible  weather  variations 
which  only  Added  to  the  excite¬ 


ment-  The  first  day  we  threw 
snowballs  at  each  other 
among  the  highest  Redwoods 
in  the  world  and  lunched  as 
toe  mist  descended  eerily  over 
the  valley  in  the  renowned 
Ahwahnee  HoteL 


By  late  afternoon  the 
sun  had  come  out 
and  toe  following  day 
file  temperature  hit 
75F.  The  perfect  picture-post¬ 
card  viewing  made  for  one  of 
toe  most  memorable  days 
ever.  We  had  seen  Yosemite 
Falls  at  their  most 
magnificent. 

San  Francisco  was  our  last 
stop  and  we  were  determined 
to  end  on  a  high  note.  The 
weather  was  perfect  for  toe 
two  days  we  were  there.  Our 
hotel  was  the  Marriott  at 
Berkeley,  with  lovely  views 
over  tire  Bay  and  the  best 


indoor  pool  of  the  holiday.  We 
went  to  Muir  Woods  and  saw 
toe  Golden  Gate  bridge  at  its 
most  beautiful  in  toe  warm 
sunshine-  The  view  to  the 
prison  at  Alcatraz  was  spectac¬ 
ular  and,  of  course,  we  did  our 
own  car  chase  down  the  steep 
streets  including  Lombard 
Street,  toe  windiest  street  in 
the  world.  It  was  then  time  for 
our  last-minute  shopping  at 
Fisherman's  Wharf.  We  all 
decided  we  would  lave  to  live 
in  San  Francisco. 

When  we  dropped  fite  car  at 
San  Francisco  airport  we  had 
covered  2,400  miles.  It  had 
been  a  wonderful  holiday  with 
so  many  high  spots.  It  took  a 
lot  of  organising  but.  we 
agreed  it  was  well  worth  itand 
we  had  achieved  everything 
we  had  set  out  to  do. 

Sandra  Silberstein 


HOW  WE  PLANNED  OUR  TRIP 


What  was  your  budget? 
We  set  the  budget  for 
flights,  hotels  and  car  hire 
at  £2500  with  £1,000  for 
food  and  entertainment. 
How  much  did  you 
actually  spend? 

The  basic  cost  was 
£2,670,  plus  about  £930  for 
extras.  Total  £3,600.. 

How  did  you  choose  an 
airline? 

We  telexed  airlines  and 
eventually  used  US 
Airtours  (0161-483  8403). . 
flying  United  Airlines. 

What  did  the  flights 
cost? 

We  flew  from  Leeds- 
Bradford  via  London  to 


Phoenix,  Arizona, 
returning  from  San 
Francisco.  Three  adult 
return  fares  and  two 
children's  feres  cost 
£1,750  —  including  two 
weeks' car  hire. 

How  did  you  book  - 
hotels? 

All  our  accommodation 
was  reserved  in  the  UK 
through  Holiday  Inn, 

0800  897121;  Marriott.  0800 
221222;  Best  Western 
0800  393130;  and  Hilton, 
0345581595. 

How  did  you  book 
cart? 

Via  Alamo  Rent-a-Car 
by  US  Airtours  (above). 
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Our  coach  pulled  up 
fora  rest  room  and 
coffee  break  stop  at 
a  store  an  die  banks 
of  the  Mississippi.  A  pick-up 
truck  parked  alongside  and  a 
pretty  young  woman  got  out 
She  looked  at  us  with  obvious 
puzzlement  “Where  you  guys 
from?"  she  asked.  “England, 
Ireland,  Scotland,  South  Afri¬ 
ca.  Australia."  we  answered. 
She  laughed  uproariously. 
“You’ve  come  all  this  way  just 
to  see  Iowa?”  She  was  stfll 
laughing  as  she  swung  the 
store  door  open. 

It  was  the  ninth  day  of  our 
trip  across  America.  We  had 
left  Chicago  at  7.30am  and 
were  due  to  arrive  in  Sioux 
City  at  630pm.  a  journey  of 
56S  miles.  We  would  lunch  at 
Des  Moines  and  have  after¬ 
noon  tea  north  of  Omaha.  It 
would  be  the  longest  day  of  the 
tour,  but  even  in  the  rich 
farmlands  of  Iowa,  despite  the 
□pinions  of  the  locals,  there 
was  enough  to  prevent  most  of 
us  from  Ming  asleep. 

It  took  21  days  to  travel  from 
New  York  to  San  Francisco  via 
most  of  the  favourite  tourist 
spots  —  Niagara  Falls.  Mount 
Rushmore.  Grand  Canyon. 
Bryce  Canyon.  Yellowstone 
Park,  the  Badlands.  We 
covered  4.932  miles,  crossed  IS 
states,  took  in  11  cities,  seven 
national  parks  and  four  time 
zones.  As  we  tookahat  Alca¬ 
traz  from  fisherman^  J^harf 
in  -Saff- -Frahdscev  even'd*/ 
accourfam  from  fthudsfobeV 
admitted  that  it  had  been 
fantastic  value  for  money. 

Was  it.  though,  a  way  of 
"seeing  America-  that  many 
potential  visitors  might  wish 
to  take  up?  Our  own  initial 
worries  concentrated  on  three 
factors:  our  fellow  travellers 
with  whom  we  would  be 
confined  far  21  days  — -  what 
would  they  be  like?  Then,  how 
would  those  used  to  their  own 
transport  adapt  to  coach  trav¬ 
el?  And.  was  crime  in  the 
American  dries  we  would  visit 
as  bad  as  statistics  suggest? 

A  first  glance  around  our 
coach  on  its  city  tour  of  New 
York  brought  immediate  reas¬ 
surance.  The  people  seemed 
well-travelled  and  sensible, 
and  looked  as  if  they  had  just 
completed  a  morning's  walk  in  • 
the  Peak  District  and  now 
wanted  a  good  pub  lundi.” 
These  first  impressions  were  - 
sound.  Group  members  were 
mature  and  self-disciplined, 
but  maturity  brings  its  own 
priorities  so  that  when  we 
arrived  at  Gettysburg,  there 
was  a  rush  far  the  rest  room  in 
McDonald's  and  not  the  spot 
where  Lincoln  gave  his  Ad¬ 
dress.  We  soon  realised  that 


the  relentlessness  of  the 
journey  would  make  all  but 
the  most  determined  of  free 
spirits  blanch  atthe  thought  of 
so  much  driving.  Coach  travel 
though,  had  its  own  discipline. 
We  soon  had  a  6-7-S  routine: 
6am  wakeup  call  7am  lug¬ 
gage  outside  room.  Sam  de¬ 
parture.  Those  who  had  done 
National  Service  found  this 
regime  rather  familiar,  but  no 
one  grumbled  about  it. 

As  for  crime,  our  guide 
reassured  us:  “Practise  pre¬ 
caution  not  paranoia."  In  New 
York  we  visited  Harlem  where 
we  were  told  that  it  could  be 
dangerous  to  draw  too  much 
attention  to  ourselves  but 
Manhattan  —  Broadway, 
Times  Square,  Fifth  Avenue— 
all  seemol  perfectly  safe,  in 
daylight  anyway. 

In  'Washington  we  were 
warned  not  to  go  into  the 
eastern  part  of  foe  city  and  in 
Chicago  it  was  “don’t  go 
beyond  foe  elevated  railway" 
and  “leave  your  luggage  inside 
your  rooms  for  collection  to¬ 
morrow.  This  is.  after  all,’ 
Chicago".  In  Los  Angeles  a 
local  map  showed  that  our 
hotel  just  off  Hollywood 
Boulevard,  was  in  one  of  the 
areas  of  greatest  crime  in  the 
city.  Hie  sleaze  only  a  hundred 
yards  from  the  hotel  was 
surprising.  Nobody  on  foe 
coadu  however,  had  any  trou- 
iate  ‘witfr TTjnjeiJbetf' evening 
walks  were,  cutiaijed. .  ^ 

'  '"•'Iv 


1  well-organised  tour,  jl 
was  surprising  that  ser¬ 
endipity  played  an  im¬ 
portant  part  We  found  that, 
for  only  SO  cents,  the  Staten 
Island  Feny  gave  as  good  a 
view  of  foe  Statue  of  Liberty. 
■  Ellis  Island  and  the  skyscrap¬ 
ers  of  Manhattan  as  the  tourist 
steamers  charging  £10.  In 
Washington  our  guide  some¬ 
how  bypassed  foe  long  queues 
at  the  Capitol  Building  and 
took  us  to  hear  a  debate  in  the 
Senate  fit  appeared  that  the 
CIA  had  “lost"  $4  biDion). 

We  arrived  in  Cody.  Wyo¬ 
ming.  at  6pm  and  instead  of 
settling  down  to  a  relaxing 
drink,  we  were  driven  reluc¬ 
tantly  to  foe  Buffalo  Bin 
Museum.  An  hour  and  a  half 
later  we  were  equally  reluctant 
toleave,  having  had  a  fascinat¬ 
ing  insight  into  foe  history  erf 
foe  West. 

For  some,  there  were  minor 
adventures--  At  the  Devil’s 
Tower,  a  national  monument 
with  a  complicated  mythology, 
a  rattlesnake  joined  foe  queue 
of  ladies  at  the  primitive 
lava  toy.  It  was  given  priority: 
There  was  snow  overnight  in 
West  Yellowstone.  Montana. 


You  can’t  miss  it — the  sign  for  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  in  Las  Vegas.  American  food  becomes  cheaper  further  west 


■  We  booked  with  British  Airways  Holidays  (01293 
723121)  and  flew  from  Heathrow  to  New  York,  returning 
from  San  Francisco.  Free  flights  from  provincial  airports 

Heathrow  were  included  in  the  tour  price.  Other 
airlines,  such  as  Qantas,  Virgin  Atlantic,  Lufthansa, 
American.  Air  New  Zealand,  KIM  and  United,  also  act 
as  agents  for  the  coach  operator,  as  does  Kuoni.  The 
operator  was  Americantours  International  Inc.  with 
offices  at  6053  West  Century  Boulevard.  Los  Angeles. 
California  90045.  U  is  advisable  to  book  a  lour  with  an 
English-only  guide,  to  avoid  listening  to  information  in 
two  or  more  languages.  Jetsave  (01342  327711)  are  agents 
fora  similar  tour. 

■  It  cost  £1369  each  for  the  trip,  including 
accommodation,  city  tours  and  visits.  In  1997  it  will  cost 
from  £1,752.  Meals  and  optional  excursions  are  extra. 
American  breakfasts  are  great  value  for  money  at  around 
#10  (£6).  With  a  sandwich  lunch  and  evening  meal,  foe 
daily  average  for  food  worked  out  at  $30  (£18)  each. 
Optional  excursions  seemed  slightly  expensive.  The  light 
aircraft  trip  to  Monument  Valley  and  the  Grand  Canyon 
cost  £125  each,  but  was  well  worth  it.  Recommended  tips 
were  $2-$3  (£l-£2)  for  foe  guide  and  $2  for  the  driver,  per 
person  per  day  (paid  at  the  end). 

■  The  standard  of  hotels  was  excellent  with  the  Omni 
Shoreham  in  Washington,  the  Las  Vegas  Hilton  and  the 
Hyatt  Regency  in  Dearborn,  Detroit,  being  outstanding. 
Holiday  Inns  featured  prominently.  The  Hotel  Edison  in 
New  York  had  a  good  location,  just1  ofTTimes  Square,  but 
was  not  among  foe  best  for  food  or  accommodation. 

■  Luggage  was  collected  from  rooms  and  delivered  to 
them  at  the  next  hotel.  Nobody  lost  any  or  had  any 
damaged.  Few  hotels  had  lea /coffee  making  equipment. 
A  traveller's  kettle,  set  to  American  voltage,  was  useful 
and  permitted  in  the  hotels.  An  iron  and  board  were 
sometimes  supplied. 

■  Sufficient  comfort  stops  were  made  to  suit  mature 
travellers,  though  many  of  these  were  at  McDonald's 
(always  clean)  but  occasionally  at  a  rather  primitive  - 
garage  or  general  store.  There  were  some  very  long  days, 
with  departures  at  730am  and  arrival  after  6pm.  This  was 
physically  demanding,  which  older  travellers  might  find 
tiring,  even  a  little  stressfuL 

■  Clothing.  Mainly  casual,  even  in  foe  most 
sophisticated  dining  rooms.  It  snowed  in  early  June  in 
Yellowstone  and  was  105F  in  Las  Vegas  three  days  later. 

It  rained  heavily  in  Iowa.  A  thick  jersey  and  lightweight 
shirts  and  trousers /skirts  were  all  essential  with 
comfortable  walking  shoes.  Items  that  could  be  washed 
and  dried  overnight  would  be  preferable. 

■  The  coach  was  air-conditioned  and  comfortable  and 
the  standard  of  driving  was  excellent.  Compulsory  daily 
seat  changes  were  an  advantage,  ensuring  that  nobody 
had  a  view  slightly  restricted  by  a  window  pillar  for 
longer  than  a  day. 

■  Overnight  stops  were:  New  York.  Washington. 

Buffalo,  Toronto.  Detroit,  Chicago.  Sioux  City.  Rapid 
City,  Cody.  West  Yellowstone,  Salt  Lake  City,  Bryce 
Canyon.  Grand  Canyon.  Las  Vegas.  Los  Angeles, 

Ventura,  Monterey  and  San  Francisco. 

■  City  tours  included  were:  New  York.  Washington, 
Toronto.  Chicago.  Salt  Lake  City.  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco.  Visits  included  to  Philadelphia,  Gettysburg. 
Niagara  Falls,  the  Henry  Ford  Museum,  the  Sears  Tower 
(Chicago).  Badlands  National  Park.  Mount  Rushmore, 
Buffalo  Bill  Museum  m  Cody,  Old  Faithful  Geyser  and ;  - 
Mammoth  Hot  Springs  in  Yellowstone  NationtiLPark. 
Lake  PowelL  Hoover  Dam  and  Cannery  Row.  •••• 

■  Crime.  The  guide  gave  excellent  advice  on  avoiding 
potential  crime  areas  in  the  big  cities. 

■  Reading*  The  Travel  Bookshop  (0171-229  5260) 
recommends:  USA,  The  Rough  Guide  (£14.99,  ISBN  1 S5S 
28161 X).  Four  Great  Novels,  by  Das  hi  ell  Hammett  (Pan, 
£9.99.  ISBN  0  330  26S50  3).  Road  Trip  USA,  by  Jamie 
Jensen  (Moon.  £14.95.  ISBN  1 56691 036  6). 
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yet  when  the  air  conditioning 
in  foe  coach  broke  down  en 
route  to  Las  Vegas,  the  tem¬ 
perature  was  lQ5Fin  not  much 
shade:  It  was  a  severe  test  of 
the  group  dynamics  which 
had  been  built  up.  Our  party 
passed  with  Grade  A. 

Paradoxically  perhaps,  we 
were  most  impressed  with  that 
part  of  America  which  is 
normally  viewed  from  a 
Boeing  767.  Iowa  was  a  state 
bulging  from  torrential  rain 
and,  with  its  green  rolling 
country  and  obvious  pros¬ 
perity,  it  looked  like  a  huge 
Cheshire. 

South  Dakota  was  more  like 
a  prairie  state  of  imagination. 
Land  had  once  been  sold  at 
five  cents  an  acre  and  tire 
settlers  who  passed  through 
might  have  grabbed  it  with 
bom  hands,  had  they  known 
of  tiie  “Badlands"  further  on. 

For  those  whose  children 
grew  up  reading  little  House 
on  the  Prairie,  and  On  the 
Banks  of  Plum  Creek,  South 
Dakota  is  Laura  Ingalls  Wild¬ 
er  country.  She  lived  in  the 
little  town  of  De  Smet  and,  as 
we  drove  down  Route  90.  we 
passed  a  signpost  suitably 
inscribed. 

One  of  the  drawbacks  to  the 
way  we  had  chosen  to  cross 
America  was  that  diversions 
from  the  planned  route  were 
never  contemplated.  Some  on 
the  coach  would  have  liked  to 
have  gone  to  Promontory 
Point  to  see  where  the  trans¬ 
continental  railway  had  been 
connected,  but  we  drove 
steadily  on  to  our  next  stop  at 
Salt  Lake  City.  Then  again, 
those  sites  which  were  cm  the 


schedule  were  meticulously 
visited.  Mount  Rushmore  had 
to  be  seen  on  day  10,  even  if  it 
was  growing  dark  when  we 
arrived.  On  day  12  we  had  to 
visit  foe  Old  Faithful  Geyser  in 
Yellowstone  Park,  even  if  we 
had  to  wait  for  55  minutes  for 
it  to  blow. 

As  we  travelled  west  the  rest 
rooms  became  a  little  more 
primitive,  but  with  the  trade¬ 
off  that  the  meals  became 
cheaper.  At  Lake  Powell,  south 
of  Salt  Lake  City  (the  cleanest 
and  probably  the  safest  of 
American  cities),  we  took  one 
of  foe  more  ambitious  optional 
excursions.  We  flew  by  light 
aircraft  to  Monument  Valley 
to  be  driven  around  by  a 
Navajo  Indian  called  Jones, 
giving  us.  a  chance  to  discuss 
foe  fife  and  hard  times  of 
Indians  in  America. 


The  resumed  flight 
took  us  along  the 
Grand  Canyon-  The 
view  from  the  aft- 
must  be  one  of  foe  best  on 
earth.  Travelling  from  foe 
piety  of  Salt  Lake  Chy  to  foe 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  of  Las 
Vegas  and  to  unlovable  Los 
Angeles  reinforced  our  im¬ 
pression  that  this  was  a  multi¬ 
layered  society,  and  we  were 
passing  through  it  too  quickly 
to  appreciate  it 
We  stopped  on  Route  66  at 
Sell gm an,  now  a  bypassed 
backwater,  where  even  foe 
proprietor  of  a  shop  selling 
Route  66  memorabilia  was 
reluctant  to  discuss  the  future 
of  his  quiet  town. 

In  Los  Angeles  our  guide 
suggested  that  ft  was  best  not 


to  use  public  transport.  The 
excursion  to  Disneyland  (the 
happiest  place  on  earth)  did 
not  impress  our  mature  fellow 
travellers  and  most  caught  up 
on  washing  clothes  or  swam  in 
foe  pool. 

As  we  headed  out  to  Ventu¬ 
ra,  Santa  Barbara  and  Monte¬ 
rey  the  guide  played  the  tape 
of  Willie  Nelson  singing  “On 
the  road  again,  going  to  places 
I’ve  never  been,  seeing  things 
I’ll  never  see  again".  It  seemed 
entirely  appropriate.  Stout 
Cortez  (more  truthfully  Bilboa) 
staring  at  foe  Pacific  for  foe 
first  time,  must  have  felt  foe 
same  as  we  did  as  the  ocean 
came  into  view.  We  had  made 
it  from  sea  (all  right,  the  East 
River)  to  shining  sea. 

In  San  Francisco  we  had  our 
last  city  tour  —  Nob  Hill, 
Lombard  Street,  foe  Golden 
Gate  bridge,  Chinatown,  fish¬ 
erman’s  Wharf  and  there, 
looking  well  within  swimming 
distance,  was  Alcatraz.  It  was 
time  to  swap  addresses  and  in 
a  quiet  moment  to  check 
Baedeker .  to  confirm  that  we 
had  seen  just  about  everything 
that  the  book  recommended 
on  our  route. 

Weeks  later  we  were  still 
discussing  the  beauty  of 
Washington,  the  surprisingly 
pleasant  view  of  the  Chicago 
skyline  from  Lake  Michigan, 
the  splendour  of  the  Grand 
Teton  Mountains  and  foe 
strangeness  of  housewives 
playing  foe  one-armed  bandits 
in  the  local  deli  near  our  hotel 
in  Las  Vegas.  It  was  a  holiday 
that  would  not  be  forgotten. 

Brian  Walley 


A  classic  tour  of  the  Middle  Kingdom  with  |ph  jjf 
the  number  one  expert  and  specialist  %■ ;  f 

No  tour  in  China  is  complete  without  a  voyage  on  foe  Yangtze.  f  j-  .  'jhftgy 
To  the  Chinese,  the  Yangtze  is  simply  Gang  Jiang,  the  Great  gar 

River.  In  its  middle  roaches  lie  the  Three  Gorges,  four 
hundred  miles  of  foe  most  spectacular  scenery  in  foe  world.  At  ^ 

foe  heart  of  this  tour  is  a  4-night  Yangtze  voyage  aboard  China  jJfirV  - 

Travel  Services  own  cruiser  offering  foe  comfort,  the  facilities  and  foe  . '%  i 

service  of  a  4-star  hotel  There  are  also  foe  imperial  splendours  of  *•;  \ 

Beijing,  foe  beauty  of  Hangzhou,  described  by  Marco  ?f| 

Pbfa  as  foe  most  magnificent  city  in  the  world,  foe 
spectacular  landscapes  of  Guilin  and  Man's  Terracotta  ,l 

Amy,  foe  greatest  archeological  discovery  of  foe  century.  Our  -  '  jfir 

intimate  knowledge  of  China  enables  us  to  show  our  guests  •  .  ._  '  *  . 

aspects  of  our  country  beyond  foe  reach  of  more 
conventional  tours. Throughout  China  accommodation  will  be  in 
luxury  4  and  5  star  hotels  while  in  Hong  Kong  we  will  stay  in  foe  4-star  City  Garden  Hotel. 
The  Chinese  say  if  you  haven’t  been  up  foe  Great  River,  you  haven't  been  anywhere. 
At  China  Travel  Service,  China  is  more  than  just  another  destination. 


THE  BEST  OF  CHINA  TOUR 
1997  Departures  and  prices 

Mar  26  . £2480 

Apr  9.  16.23 . 2495 

May  7. 14,21 . 2595 

jun  25  . . .  2550 

Jii  9. 23:  Air  6. 13.20  .  2595 

Sep  3. 10. 17.24  .  2595 

Oct  1.8.15.22  .  2595 


For  tours  of  China,  talk  to  the  experts, 
we  Ye  at  home  in  the  Orient. 

Phone  24  hour  hotfne  for  our  superb  brochure 
01233  211818 


★  China  Tnnl  Sendee  (UK)  Ltd 

CT5  Hue,  7  Upper  St  Mura  lane.  IjoittionVVQH  VDL 
Tet  0171 -836  WIFa  0171-836  3121 
,  L  ■  j,  6natCT5QBkcoi)MnMitauk 
CIS  fcwnecleipJhwmwte^naBiJBMfcB 


5%  off  base  tour  price  on  bookings  mode  direct  with  CTS 
before  31  January  1997  (save  up  to  £259  per  couple) 


6219  TO  TORONTO.  BOOK  PRONTO 

(  get  Hiited  seats  si  last  ■■  Of 71  745  5055  sr  0545  045  2000  fir  callers  sstside  lasSaa  (sr  eoitaet  yssr  Travel  Agent) 
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Throughout  the  dales  are  scenic  treasures  beloved  erf  walkers,  such  as  Malham  Cove  in  Whariedale  (above)  and  chocolate-box  pretty  Grassington  village  in  Airedale  (right) 


DALES  FACT  hILE 


■  Romantic  gourmet  weekends  at  42  The  Calls,  Leeds 
LS27EW  (0113-244  0099,  fax  0113-234  4100).  cost  £271  per 
couple  for  two  nights’  bed,  breakfast  and  dinner  (hot 
including  wine).  On  the  first  night,  guests  have  a  three- 

course  dinner  at  Brasserie  44;  on  the  second  night,  a _ 

three-course  dinner  at  the  neighbouring  Mfcftefin-starred 
restaurant.  Pool  Court  at  42  (OH 3-244  4242). 

■  Theatre  tickets  are  induded  in  the  price  for  shows 
at  the  Leeds  Grand  Theatre  or  the  West  Yorkshire 
Playhouse,  subject  to  availability. 

■  Walk  details:  Ordnance  Survey  Touring  Map  and 
Guide  6,  “Yorkshire  Dales**. 


A  romantic  gourmet 

weekend  in  Leeds? 
Remembering  come¬ 
dian  Harry  Enfield's 
•  Yorkshireman  quip,  “Don't 
talk  to  me  about  culture.  I've 
!  been  to  Leeds”,  it  was  some- 
I  thing  not  to  be  missed— a  rare 
|  opportunity  to  ramble  through 
the  beautiful  Yorkshire  Dales, 
indulge  guiltlessly  in  my  love 
of  good  food  and  visit  the 
theatre.  It  couldn't  have  been 

more  cultural. 

Naturally,  I  felt  duty-bound 
to  test  out  the  “romantic"  bit, 
too.  and  so  it  was  that  Tom 
was  dragged  up  north  one 
chilly  autumn  day. 

We  discovered  a  fine  city 
with  superb  civic  architecture, 
earning  it  a  high  ranking  on 
my  list  of  favourite  weekend- 
break  destinations.  Like  most 
big  university  cities,  it  boasts 
dusters  of  trendy  shops  and 
cafes,  and  an  array  of 
upmarket  shops,  which 
proved  fertile  hunting-ground 
for  a  friend's  wedding  present 
By  early  afternoon  we  re¬ 
called  we  had  to  shed  some 
calories  before  our  first  gour¬ 
met  onslaught  Tempted  by  a 
spot  on  the  map  marked 
“waterfalls",  our  walk  was  to 
begin  at  Grassington.  a  village 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  River 
Wharfe.  up  the  B6265  from 
Skipton.  We  parked  the  car  in 
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nearby  Linton  to  check  out  the 
claimed  waterfalls.  Linton 
Falls  was  a  modest  cascade. 
The  view  was  best  admired 
from  the  footbridge,  where  a 
few  excited  chaps  had  gath¬ 
ered  to  take  photographs.  Sad¬ 
ly,  Linton  Mill  which  used  to 
stand  above  the  fells,  has  been 
replaced  by  unsympathetically 
modem  houses. 

The  footbridge  led  us  swiftly 
into  Grassington.  where  we 
started  our  walk  proper.  We 
climbed  the  main  street  into 
village,  then  bore  left  to  fuck 
up  the  footpath  for  Conistone, 
the  next  village  going  north 
along  the  river.  Onoe  through 
the  farmyard  of  Town  Head,  a 
200-year-old  stone  farmhouse, 
we  came  to  open  countryside. 

A  right-hand  fork  looped  us 
away  from  the  river,  over 
several  stiles,  to  the  site  of  a 
medieval  village,  the  only  rem¬ 
nants  of  which  were  a  scatter¬ 
ing  of  limestone  cobbles 
dotting  the  ground. 

Seeing  Bastow  Wood  loom 
in  front  of  us,  we  hauled 
ourselves  over  a  stone  wall  on 
the  left  and  headed  straight  in. 
We  got  a  bit  lost,  because  of  the 
lack  of a  dear  path,  but  wound 
our  way  through  fairly  dense 
woodland  which  led  us,  magi¬ 
cally,  to  open,  sun-filled  patch¬ 
es  of  grass.  Earlier  in  the  day, 
the  edges  of  these  lovely  glades 


would  have  made  perfect  spots 
for  a  picnic. 

It  was  tune  to  head  back  to 
the  river,  through  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  nature  reserve  (Grass 
Wood).  Because  I  adore  river 
walks,  the  easy  stroll  down¬ 
stream  along  file  banks  felt 
like  the  pudding  at  the  end  of  a 
meaL  It  was  incredibly  scenic 
—  wide  meadows  away  from 
the  road,  jumping  fish,  and 
impressive  rapids  at  a  huge 
twist  in  the  river's  course 
(another  good  picnic  spot). 

Including  stops  and  dith¬ 
ering.  the  walk  took 
about  three  hours,  and 
we  felt  we  had  earned 
our  dinner,  which  was  to  be 
taken  an  our  first  night  at  the 
Brasserie  44  and  the  next  day 
in  the  neighbouring  restau¬ 
rant  Pool  Court  at  42. 

In  both,  the  food  was  aston¬ 
ishingly  good  value.  The 
Michelin-stamaf  restaurant's 
melting  tarte  tatin  was  the 
best  1  have  tasted.  . 

Friends  have  also  benefited 
from  our  gastronomic  experi¬ 
ence.  because  we  have  been 
eagerly  copying  the  curried 


mussels  with  saffron  and  pas¬ 
ta  ever  since. 

The  only  downside  was  thar 
the  meal  at  the  brasserie  was 
suspended  after  the  second 
oourse  for  an  outing  to  the 
West  Yorkshire  Playhouse, 
where  a  vulgar  production  of 
King  Lear  was  being  staged. 
We  returned  toour  tables  after 
die  performance,  but  couldn't 
fade  the  pudding  after  watch¬ 
ing  Warren  Mitchell  wave  his 
crown  jewels  at  the  audience. 

.  Still  a  gourmet  weekend  it 
was.  even  down  to  the  break¬ 
fast.  made  memorable  by 
spongy  waffles  and  warmed 
maple  syrup. 

For  Tom.  highlights,  along 
with  both  meals,  induded 
stereo  speakers  in  the  bath¬ 
room  and  a  compliments  slip 
tucked  under  the  windscreen 
wiper  of  our  rutty  old  banger 
...which  goes  to  show  that 
despite  the  grand  “romantic 
gourmet"  lag,  it’s  die  little 
tilings  that  leave  the  deepest 
impression.  . 

AnjanaAhuja 

•  The  author  way  a  guest  of 
42  The  Calls. 
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Sail  from  England  aboard 
classic  liners  in  elegance  and 
style.  Join  us  on  our  journeys  to 
exotic  destinations  around  the 
world  from  Aroimd  Africa  to  the 
Aegean,  from  New  England  to 
the  Norwegian  Jjords,  from  the 
Canaries  to  the  Caribbean. 


StarTrain— 

H  O  L I  DA  Y  S 


please  contact  your  abta  travel  agent 
or  baok  nour  on  01273  7404B2 


Rsad  or  92  paga  bndu«  now  aod 
®n«r  «t9  Frtd  Osm  Craw  Unas 
are  Kastm  ol  tta  dBsKc  oaba. 


/s 


Fred.  Olsen 

CRUISE  LINES 


Telephone  0900  77  22  99  now 

RwL  Otan  Crate  Uon  PO  Box  170  MrionlTKM  QDC 


Ulbave 
I 


aBF.UvvmbnaSMaivsfixaa 


Call  now  or  sec  your  and  agent.  All  fries  fated  aie  resum  fiom  London.  All  fries  mzjr  be  subject  to  nmiiwl  ndib&y  and  nsel  periods.  Passenger  axes  excluded. 
For  detads  and  cqwSootB  sec  ITV  Teletext  page  380,  your  oavel  agent  or  British  Airways  Tirol  Shop 

F© ft  these  and  many  otbeft  Would  OffeRS  call:  034  5  2  2 

Bookby  ^tk  Jeinumry  ST 

World  Offers 

_ British  Airways 

The  worlds  favourite  airline  A 


A  taste  of 
Tuscany 


JILL  CRAWS  HAW'S  INTERNATIONAL  TRAVEL  TIPS 


LOVERS  OF  Tuscany  can  make 
themselves  at  home  in  one  of  die 
region's  historic  villas.  11 
Lucchesiano.  the  last  great  summer 
residence  built  by  the  powerful 
Gunigi  dynasty,  governors  of  the 
Republic  of  Lucca  hi  the  15th 
century. 

The  villa.,  available  far  holiday 
rental  for  the  first  time,  sleeps  eight, 
and  is  furnished  with  antiques  and 
works  of  art  A  pool,-  four-acre 
grounds  and  the  services  of  a  butler 
are  included  in  the  weekly  rental 
starting  at  £3,225. 

.  In  a  more  rustic  setting,  Al  Carli.  a 
restored  farmhouse  in  the  Loccan 
hills,  oncebwned  by  thefilm  director 
David. Lead  sleeps  ten  and  costs 
from  £1,475-  to  £2^25  a  week.  Both 
houses  fromlnternational  Chapters 
<0171-722  9560).  . 


ruins  at  Copan  and  the  Bay  Islands 
are  highlights  of  Reef  and  Rainforest 
Tours’  (01803  866965)  new  itineraries 
in  Honduras.  They're  aimed  at 
adventurous  travellers  prepared  to 
travel  by  mule,  sea  kayak,  dug-out 
canoe,  raft,  and  even  a  railway 
handcart. 

Sixteen-day  tours  start  at  £1395, 
but  this  prioe  does  not  include 
international  travel,  which  can  be 
arranged. 


Grand  Place,  costs  £208;  similar 
weekends  based  on  the  Paris  Hold 
Lautrec  Opera,  the  former  private 
residence  of  Toulouse  Lautrec,  costs 
£170,  or  at  the  art  deco  Hotel  Elysfe 
Ceramic,  £166. 

Two  nights  in  medieval  Bruges,  at 
the  delightful  little  Prinsenhof,  a 
former  nobleman's  mansion,  costs 
just  £110,  which  includes  B&B  and 
ferry  crossing  for  car  and 
passengers. 


Au  naturel 


Cabin  caper 


Two-tier  TGV 


FRENCH. Railways  (0990  300003) 
has  introduced  the  first  double- 
decker  TGV.  on  its  fast  Paris-Lyon 
service,  thus  avoiding  the  shortage 
of  capacity  during  peak  travel  times. 
There  are  , several  departures  each 
day,  which  will  increase  when  more 
ofthese  modern  trains  are  delivered. 
The  time  of  the  journey  is  about  two 
hours  17  minutes.  The  single  fare 
starts  from  £32.40. 


IN  A.  original  brochure.  New  Eng¬ 
land  Country  Homes(01798  869461) 
offers  inclusive  holidays  in  tradition¬ 
al  shingle  or  clapboard  cottages 
(Mark  Twain  wrote  in  one  of  them), 
log  cabins  in  Vermont's  backwoods, 
and  Ocean  front  mansions  overlook¬ 
ing  Cape  Cod. 

You  can  fish  from  your  living 
room  at  Page's  Pond,  a  convened 
watermill  beside  a  waterfall  ten 
miles  from  Yale,  where  six  sharing 
the  property  for  a  fortnight  would 
pay  between  £717  and  El. 059  each.  A 
rustic  late  Victorian  home  with  a 
290ft  private  beach  on  Lang  Island 
Sound  costs  from  E1373-E1.6Q3  for 
each  of  eight.  All  prices  include 
return  air  fares,  car  hire,  and 
overnight  stops  in  Boston,  and 
insurance. 


Villa  view 


SPECIALISING  in  Catalonia  and 
the  unspoilt  parts  of  the  Costa  Brava 
(the  stretch  from  Tossa  to  the  French 
border  still  has  some  of  the  most 
delightful  resorts  in  the  Med). 
Spanish  Harbour  Holidays'  (0117- 
986  9777)  new.'  ventures  for  1997 
include  the  villa  with  a  view,  the 
VQla  Balanca,  overlooking  Cap 
Begur,  costing  from' £595  per  week, 
per  property  sleeping  ten. 

In  the  Pyrenees,  a  week's  B&B  at 
the  converted  Relais  &  Chateaux 
mansion.  Hotel  Torre  Del  Remei. 
starts  at  E590  each.  Transport  is  noi 
included  in  these  prices,  but  the  firm 
can  arrange  flights  or  Channel 
crossings. 


NEW  natural  history  courses  from 
an  environmental  charily  Reid 
Studies  Council  (01743  850164)  in¬ 
clude  an  18-day  Ethiopia  Experience 
from  Lake  Tana  to  Mount  Dimtu  in 
November,  visiting  five  major  habi¬ 
tat  centres  such  as  lowland  savan¬ 
nah  and  steppe  grasslands,  volcanic 
hot  springs,  and  tropical  forests.  The 
cost  is  £2350  fully  inclusive.  A  new 
European  tour.  Birding  In  The 
Baltics:  Wildlife  And  Culture  In 
Lithuania,  Latvia,  and  Estonia,  costs 
£1.620. 


Country  Camping  (01565  626266)  at 
Le  Camp  de  Florence  in  Armagnac' 
country,  with  its  own  swimming 
pool,  restaurant,  and  sports  facili¬ 
ties.  cost  from  £241.  including  ferry 
crossing. 


Cheap  golf 


Canary  hop 


AN  IMPROVED  exchange  rate  and 
cross-Channel  competition  have  cut 
the  cost  of  golfing  in  France.  The 
Cresta  Holiday  (0161-929  1311)  “Golf 
in  France"  programme,  offers  a 
seven-nighr  holiday  at  the  four-star 
Residence  Royal  at  La  Baule  from 
£242  per  person  (based  on  four 
sharing),  including  the  ferry  cross¬ 
ing.  and  six  free  rounds  of  golf  at  a 
choice  of  courses. 


MUND1  COLOR  (0171-828  6021) 
offers  an  extensive  island  hopping 
programme  in  the  Canary  Islands  of 
La  Palma,  El  Hierro,  Fuerteventura, 
Lanza  rote.  Gran  Canaria,  and  Te¬ 
nerife.  with  special  £45  flights  link¬ 
ing  the  islands. 


Honeymoon 


Discount  tent 


Worldwide 


Moskito  tour 


Short  break 


Two  nights  B&B  in  Brussels  with  Inn  travel  costs 


THE  Moskito  Coast,  named  not 
after  the  insect  bit  the  Moskito  tribe, 
descendants  of  the  inter-marriage 
between  slaves  and  the  indigenous 
Sumu  tribe,  as  well  as  the  Mayan 


INNTRAVEL  (01653  628811),  the 
firm  thai  comes  up  with  those 
reasonably  priced  auberges,  offers 
year-round  short  breaks  across  the 
Channel  by  car,  Eurostar.  TGV  or 
air.  Two  nights  B&B  in  the  luxury 
Amigo  Hotel,  just  off  Brussels 


FOUR  airlines,  Air  New  Zealand. 
Arisen  Australia,  Malaysia  Airlines, 
and  Virgin  Atlantic  offer  a  range  of 
round-the-world  air  fares  from  E777 
to  £973.  the  fare  depending  on  the 
number  of  stop-overs,  a  Wanderer 
Fares  brochure  explaining  the  op¬ 
tion,  is  available  from  the  airlines  or 
selected  travel  agents. 


CAMPING  holidays  in  France  and 
Spain  are  getting  cheaper  —  espe¬ 
cially  if  you  can  go  before  mid-May 
or  in  September. 

Brittany  Femes  with  a  new 
French  and  Spanish  campsite  pro¬ 
gramme  offer  a  family  of  two  adults 
and  four  children  under  18  at  the 
Raguenes  Plage  camp  site  in  Britta¬ 
ny  a  two-week  tented  holiday  from 
£195  —  which  includes  the  crossing 
on  one  of  their  ferries,  sailing  from 
Portsmouth,  POole.  and  Plymouth  to 
Caen,  Cherbourg.  St  Malo,  and 
Roscoff,  and  to  Santander  in  north¬ 
ern  Spain.  Two  weeks  with  French 


MARRAKESH'S  La  Mamounia  Ho¬ 
tel  is  offering  special  three-night 
breaks  during  1997:  and  SPA  pack¬ 
age  with  massage,  manicure  and 
Hamm  am  sessions  costs  about 
£330;  a  golf  break  from  £372  and  a 
honeymoon  and  anniversary  pack¬ 
age  £889.  flights  not  included.  Dtr 
tails  from  Leading  Hotels  of  the 
World  (0800  181123). 


Childcare 


SIMPLY  Corsica  (0181-747  3580) 
offers  a  child-care  service  For  child¬ 
ren  aged  from  six  months  to  ten. 
staffed  by  qualified  British  staff,  for 
E55  for  five  half  days,  or  £95  for 
five  days. 


CORRECTION 

CONTRARY  to  the  report  on  De¬ 
cember  14  on  Sandal's  Royal  Baha¬ 
mian  Resort  and  Spa  in  Nassau, 
watersporis  are  included  in  the 
price. 


Because  we  think  the  world  of  you  ... 

current  best  buys  on  the  world's  linest  airlines 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAH 

SAIGON 

TOKYO 

DELHI 


merof  stum 
knn 

£347  £529 
£319  £509 
£319  £569 
£238  £396 
£272  £454 
£242  £418 
£326  £495 
E336  £561 
£267  £495 
£198  £391 


NEW  YORK 

BOSTON 

FLORIDA 

UDS  ANGELES 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

CARIBBEAN 

MEXICO  CITY 

MANILA 


we  may  mm 
tan 

£122  £159 
£139  £199 
£159  £226 
£217  £256 
£217  £256 
£256  £256 
£138  £234 
£175  £322 
£248  £374 
£274  £457 


one  wj>  man 


JO’BURG 

tan 

£264  £385 

CAPETOWN 

£333 

E556 

HARARE 

£333 

£495 

NAIROBI 

£223 

£329 

DUBAI 

£165 

£275 

CAIRO 

£145 

£242 

AMSTERDAM 

£63 

£69 

GENEVA 

£119 

£119 

TRAIL 
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worldwide  attention  to  detail 


THE  TRAVEL  EXPERTS 


EUROSTAR  TO  PARIS  rtn  £59 

AROUND  THE  WORLD  £609 


AUSTRALIA  FROM  £509  RETURN 
NEW  ZEALAND  FROM  £569  RETURN 

Special  offer  in  January  and  February. 

T0°o  discount  on  travel  insurance  lor  all  new  bookings  to  Australasia. 


For  the  real  towdown  on  worldwide 
travel,  Trailfi litters  Is  your  one  stop 
travel  shop. 

Traitfinders  offers  more  law  cost 
flights  to  more  destinations  than 
anyone.  Experts  in  airfares  since 
1970,  we  can  tatter-make  your  very 
own  package  with  up  to  65%  discount 
on  hotels  and  car  hire  worldwide. 


plus  discounted  quality  accommodation  per  room  per  night  from 


eftutssr. 


AUSTRALIA  £36  •  USA  £31  •  AFRICA  £37  •  PACIFIC  £42  •  ASIA  £30 
USA  CAR  HHE  FROM  £12  PER  DAY  •  CALL  NOW  FOR  OUR  WORLD  OR  NORTH  AMERICA  DIRECTORY  ON  0171-938  3939 


HD  ^ 


& 


FOR  YOUR  FREE  COPY  OF  THE 
TRAILFINDER  MAGAZINE 
CALL  0171-938  3939  ANYTIME 
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WEEKEND '  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  2S  1996 


Norway:  Remote  fishing  villages  are  found  along  a  stunningly  beautiful  coastline  where  the  cod  is  king 


Fish  are  jumping, 
the  cotton  is  high 


Perhaps  you  have  to  be  a 
fisherman  truly  to  love 
fish.  Or  a  Norwegian.  \ 
have  reached  this  conclu¬ 
sion  after  a  conversation  with  an 
affectionately  drunken  fisherman 
who  sat  next  to  me  in  the  litde  plane 
which  took  us  up  into  the  Arctic 
Circle  -  from  Bodo  on  the  Norwe¬ 
gian  coast  to  Leknes  in  the  Lofoten 

Islands. 

He  was  about  to  join  a  factory 
vessel  for  30  days’  sobriety  and 
summer  fishing  under  the  mid¬ 
night  sun  and.  in  a  mood  to  be 
romantic,  kissed  his  fingers  in 
anticipation  of  a  superlative  flavour 
and  sniffed  the  air  in  appreciation 
of  an  aroma.  He  was  describing  a 
dead  cod:  he  might  have  been 
talking  about  a  good  wine. 

Declining  an  invitation  to  accom¬ 
pany  him  up  into  the  Baring  Sea,  f 
pointed  out  rather  crassly  that, 
mercifully,  being  a  fisherman  was 
not  such  a  dangerous  occupation 
any  more.  He  fixed  me  with  the 
look  of  a  dead  flounder  and  said, 
reproachfully,  that  it  was  perhaps 
not  as  dangerous  as  in  1842.  when 
more  than  500  fishermen,  working 
from  shoals  of  five-man  boats 
around  the  Lofoten  coasts,  were  lost 
in  a  single  storm.  Not  that  danger¬ 
ous  but  there  are  still  risks.  like  the 
rime  up  near  Spitzbergen  when 
they  lowered  the  anchor  and  one  of 
the  crew  caught  his  sleeve  in  the 
chain  as  it  unwound  and  was 
dragged  30  fathoms  down  to  the 
seabed. 

“And  dyou  know  what  we  did 
then?”  he  asked.  “We  stopped  and 
had  a  cigarette.  And  we  thought 
about  him.  There  was  nothing  else 
we  could  do.  In  the  Arctic  water  he 
would  already  have  been  dead. 
And  then  we  fished  ail  day.  And 
that  night,  when  we  pulled  in  the 
anchor,  up  he  came  too." 

Every  visitor  should  have  this 
kind  of  introduction  to  the  north  of 
Norway,  this  reminder  that  the 
blade  which  carved  this  coastline  of 
mountains,  fiords  and  islands  into 
the  most  unspoilt  comer  of  Europe, 
also  fashioned  its  people  in  flint.  No 
wonder  they  revere  their  fish  up 
here.  They  have  paid  for  them. 

Today,  one  tenth  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  Norway,  more  than  400,000 
people,  lives  north  of  the  Arctic 
Circle.  And  though  there  are  now 
other  Industries  —  oil  and  gas 


offshore,  hydroelectric  power  and 
forestry  inland  and,  increasingly, 
tourism  in  the  Lofotens,  it  is  still 
fishing  and  the  mighty  cod  to  which 
the  majority  owe  their  living,  the 
relatively  warming  pump  of  Gulf 
Stream  which  mates  life  possible. 

Inevitably  the  way  to  an  extended 
weekend  in  northern  Norway  is 
through  Bergen,  550  miles  to  the 
south,  a  perpetually  washed,  pretty 
town  of  white,  pink  and  pepper¬ 
mint  clapboard  houses,  caught 
between  the  outstretched  fingers  of 
seven  fiords.  In  the  shelter  of  seven 
pine-wrapped  mountains. 

Bergen  was  controlled  commer¬ 
cially  in  the  Middle  Ages  by  the 
Hanseatic  League  and  its  heritaged 
warehouses  on  Biyggen,  the  port 
are  still  the  centre  of  town.  It  has 
always  looked  outwards  for  adven¬ 
ture,  so  it  is  no  coincidence  that 
Bergen  looks  like  a  small  New 
England  town. 

Yet  although  many  voyages 
began  in  Bergen  —  not  least  those 
of  the  Vikings  —  it  is  now  the  tiny 
Troll-like  figure  of  Edvard  Grieg 
sitting  in  his  Victorian  mansion 
and  looking  out  across  the  fiord  as 
he  composed,  which  suggests  the 
more  appropriate  image  for  this 
very  proper,  modem  little  city.  (I 
would  not  necessarily  recommend 
it.  but  those  interested  in  musical 
shrines  can  look  around  Grieg'S 
home,  see  his  Steinway  and  manu¬ 
scripts.  The  only  things  missing  are 
his  gold  records.) 

To  most  imaginations  the  Vi¬ 
kings  would  have  looked  more  at 
home  further  north  in  the  Lofotens. 
Until  recent  years,  the  Lofotens 
were  a  group  of  half  a  dozen  or  so 
separate  islands  and  although  the 
bigger  ones  are  now  linked  by  road 
bridges  and  tunnels,  this  is  still  the 
Norway  of  legend  —  remote  and 
shimmering  in  its  cleanliness,  tis¬ 
sues  of  snow  caught  in  the  moun¬ 
tain  crevices  even  in  high  summer, 
and  clusters  of  wooden  dolls' 
houses  sitting  on  stilts  which  dutch 
the  sharp  sides  of  the  fiords. 

For  our  days  in  the  Lofotens  we 
stayed  at  the  tiny  fishing  village  of 
Mortsund  in  a  renovated  rorbiu 
one  of  the  rust-coloured  buildings 
which  litter  the  coast  built  as 
dormitories  for  the  35.000  fisher¬ 
men  who  once  trekked  here  annu¬ 
ally  for  the  cod  harvest  now 
redesigned  as  shelter  for  the  har¬ 


vest  of  tourists.  Situated  midway 
along  the  archipelago  is  stark 
Mortsund.  with  its  characteristic 
rows  of  gibbets  from  which  the  cod 
are  hung  out  and  dried  before 
being  shipped  as  a  delicacy  to  Italy 
(more  than  half  a  million  square 
metres  of  the  Lofotens  are  covered 
in  hanging  fish  in  spring). 

More  beautiful  are  the  little 
fishing  ports  of  Reine,  Nusfjord 
and  Henningsvaer,  where  fields  of 
buttercups,  bog  cotton,  harebells 
and  red  clover  are  mirrored  in  the 
colours  of  the  cottages  and  their 
inevitably  attendant  boats  — 
because  although  there  are  roads 
up  here  now,  the  sea  is  still  often  the 
easiest  way  to  travel 

As  no  Norwegian  will  ever  tire  of 
telling,  the  Vikings  were  the  classic 
examples  of  that,  so  it  was  worth  a 
visit  to  the  Viking  museum  at  Borg, 
a  recreation  of  the  largest  chief¬ 
tain's  house  ever  discovered  and 
built,  interestingly  enough,  exactly 
like  a  vast  upturned  boat.  Fittingly, 
it  was  by  sea  that  we  left  the 
Lofotens,  joining  die  Hurtigrute 
(coastal  steamer)  as  it  made  its  way 
north  along  the  coast,  between  I tie 
islands  and  fiords. 


The  description  “coastal 
steamer”  is  misleading. 

Once  the  only  contact  be¬ 
tween  the  Arctic  ports, 
Bergen  and  the  fishing  villages  in 
between,  now  the  Hurtigrute  con¬ 
sists  of  a  fleet  of  large  luxury  cruise 
ships  plying  daily  up  and  dawn  the 
1.250  mile  coast  proriding  a  bus 
service  for  locals  and  a  scenic  feast 
for  fourists,  and  calling  at  a  total  of 
34  ports  along  the  way. 

Unfortunately,  we  did  not  see 
any  whales  on  our  trip  —  a 
disappointment  not  entirety  allevi¬ 
ated  when  we  discovered  one 
carved  into  steaks  on  our  plates  at 
lunch  time.  It  tasted  a  bit  like 
braised  beef  and  was  not  as  tender 
as  the  seal  we  had  for  supper. 

Moving  ever  northwards,  the 
character  of  every  fiord  is  dictated 
by  almost  every  passing  doud.  In 
shadow  there  is  a  terrible  remote 
bleakness,  a  cormorant  on  a  jutting 
rock  looking  as  doom-laden  as  an 
albatross,  before  a  smile  of  sun¬ 
shine  brings  an  iridescent  wash  of 
colour,  blues  and  greens,  hinged 
here  and  there  with  strips  of  white 
Arctic  beach.  The  coastal  steamer 


Bergen  is  a  pretty  town  of  white,  pink  and  peppermint  dapboard  houses  set  among  seven  fiords 


goes  all  the  way  around  the  top  of 
Norway  virtually  to  Russia,  but  at 
TromsA  locally  called  the  Arctic 
capital,  we  disembarked.  Here, 
East  meets  West  in  its  own  way, 
poor  rusty  Russian  ships  tied  up  in 
the  port  for  repairs  which  cannot  be 
carried  out  back  home,  while  the 


rich  Troms0  pavements  are  kept 
dear  of  winter  snow  by  under¬ 
ground  electric  heating. 

These  days  Norway  is  enjoying  a 
degree  of  affluence  from  offshore 
oil  which  would  have  been  un¬ 
thinkable  25  years  ago.  One  day  the 
oil  will  inevitabty  dry  up.  Little 


wonder  then  that  Norwegians  fight 
so  hard  to  protect  their  fishing 
rights.  In  100  years  that  may  be  au 
they  have  again.  Fish  —  and  an 
unforgettable  coastline. 

Ray  Connolly 

.•  The  author was  a  guest  of  Innzncvd 
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■  Inn  travel  {01653  628311) 
offers  a  seven-day  journey,  from 
Catwick  to  Bergen.  Bodo  and 
the  Lofoten  Islands,  flying  with 
Bnulhens.  from  £699  per 
person  sharing  (an  extra  £191  for 
a  single  traveller).  This 
includes  three  nights’ 
accommodation  on  the 
coastal  steamer  (oo  meals 
included)  in  a  two-berth 
rafrin,  four  nights  in  a  rorbu  in 
Mortsund  on  the  Lofotens, 
meals  extra,  and  transfers  from 
ship  to  airport 

■  The  independent  traveller 
can  fly  from  Catwick  to  Bergen 
by  Braathens  for  £190  return. 

The  fare  from  Newcastle  is  E164 
return,  every  day  except 
Saturday.  Flights  from  Gatwick 
to  Trams*  or  the  Lofoten 
Islands  cost  E342  return,  plus  tax. 

■  Information  on  the  coastal 
steamer  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Norwegian  Coastal  Voyage. 

I5a  Berghem  Mews.  Blythe 
Road.  London  WI40HN 
(0171-3714011). 

■  Places  lo  see.  In  Bergen: 
the  Hanseatic  Museum  on 
Biyggen.  the  Troldhaugen. 
Edvard  Grieg's  house — concerts 
oo  Wednesdays.  Saturdays 
and  Sundays  in  the  summer.  In 
the  Lofotens  the  stockfish 
museum  at  Sund  on  Fiakslad. 
Nosfjonl.  Norway’s  most 
famous  fishing  village  and  a 
good  place  for  hiking:  while 

an  Vagan,  Henningsvaer  is 
becoming  an  artistic  centre. 

In  Tnnnsp  there  is  the  new  Arctic 
Cathedral,  a  Lutheran  church 
built  like  a  triangular  shard  of 
ke.  The  most  boring  place  is 
the  planetarium,  which  is  well 
worth  a  miss. 

■  Things  to  eat  Fish  in  as 
many  varieties  and  cooked  in  as 
many  ways  as  yoo  can 
imagine.  Whale  meat  and  seal 
for  those  of  a  less  sensitive 
disposition. 
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restart  the  New  Year 
with  someone  special. 


Rendezvous  has  added  a  superb  new 
telephone  feature  which  is  FREE  for  our 
advertisers.  When  you  place  ynar  personal 
ad  in  Rendezvous,  i at the  cost  of  £8 .25  per 
line  and  a  box  number  charge  of  £11.75), 
yon  «HH  receive  simple  instructions  on 
bow  to  record  your  free  voice  greeting', 
and  how  to  retrieve  messages  that  have 
been  left  for  yoo.  also  for  free'. 

Enjoy  a  romantic  New  Year 

Call  0171 


The  Tunes  has  always  been  UK  best  place 
to  men  other  professional  people,  and 
our  new  idephooe  feature  makes  rt  faster 
and  more  effective  than  ever  before. 
YoaTl  still  receive  postal  replies,  but  now 
you'll  also  have  many  more  quality 
responses  from  our  easy  to  use. 
confidential  voice  messaging  system, 

’s  Eve  with  someone  special 


SPECIAL  OFFER! 


Until  farther  notice,  when  ymi  took  year  advertisement  for  2  consecutive  Saturdays  you 
will  only  be  charged  £5-75  per  line  each  week  ami  a  single  Bos  No.  charge  of  £11,75. 

A  30%  Discount  For  2  Weeks  Advertising! 

For  help  with  roar  copy  cafl  Sylvia  Gran  on  0171 680  6868.  Fmc  8171 481 9313  or  return 
the  coupon  below. 
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ACCESS  3  VISAG  AMEX  □  CARD  NO: 

EXPIRY  DATE:  SIGNATURE: 

Tkra  «8b  b  open  Uj  private  adverfiiuM  only.  Please  attack  roer  wanliac  od  send  to: 
S*4OTda?  Rendexvooi.  CtanHIed  AdtcnblDp.  Tkac*  Newspapers  Undted,  PO  Box484, 

I  Vbzteb  Street.  London  El  9BL 
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The  search  for  jour  perfect 
partner  starts  here .... 

Evert  though  you  have  an 
interesting  job  and  a  busy 
social  life,  yoor  perfect  partner 
could  still  be  hand  to  find. 
We  can  hdp. 

Fos  Free  Details  with  No  Obugaxicn 
VfwiH  T«  23  Ahngdon  Rd 
London  W8  6AL  ca  Call 

(01869)  324  100 
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Who  joins  an  introduction  agency? 

Ask  for  a  :rot-  copy  o‘  Ajmvslirtk' 
the  Quarterly  numbers  mag  a  a;  no*  and 

Read  about  the  latest  2000  members 
Ca!i  Free  0800  072  0075 
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weekend  -  Saturday  December  2s  1996 


games  *  19 


‘  r^’A^.CHESS  - 


by  Raymond  Keene 


GRANDMASTER  Julian  Hodg¬ 
son-  twice  winner  of  the  British 
Championship,  has  assembled 
many  or  his  key  insights  into  a 
book.  Attack  with  Julian  Hodgson. 
Everyone  loves  m  attack,  so  this  is  a 
valuable  and  entertaining  volume. 
A  new  idea,  based,  it  seems  to  me. 
on  ShogL  the  Japanese  version  of 
chess,  where  mating  attacks  are  all 
that  count,  is  to  give  aflarfr  statis¬ 
tics  for  all  crucial  positions.  Hodg¬ 
son  has  developed  a  point  count 
method  enabling  readers  to  assess 
the  weight  of  pieces  both  in  defence 
and  offence,  and  so  calculate  the 
likely  chances  of  success  after  a 
sacrifice.  Here  are  two  attractive 
finishes  from  the  book,  which  show 
the  difference  between  a  player  of 
great  talent  and  one  of  genius. 

White:  Shirov.  Blade  King 
Gansdal  1990 


White:  Kasparov;  Black;  Shirov 
Horgen  1994 


17  Rxb7.  Hodgson  calls  this  “an 
absolutely  brilliant  concept”. 
Kasparov  sacrifices  rook  for 
bishop  to  hamstring  Black's 
knight  and  dominate-  the  light 
squares. 

17  ...  Nxb7  18  b4  BgS 

19  Na3  0-0  20  Nc4  a5 

21  Bd3  axb4  22  cxb4  Qb8 

23  M  Bh6  24  Ncfa6 

It  is  fascinating  that  Kasparov 
delays  castling  for  so  long. 


24  ... 
26  Qf3 


Ba2 

Qa7 


25  04)  Rd2 
27  Nd7  Nd8 


32  e5-  White  gives  back  his  extra 
pawn  in  order  to  introduce  his 
queen  into  the  attack. 

32 ...  dxe5  33  N6+.  This  sacrifice 
breaks  down  the  barriers  around 
the  black  king.  Black  must  accept 
for  if  33 ...  KfiS  34  Nd4..  . 


33  ... 
35  QxfS 
37  Rh3 


34  Rg3+Kf8 
36  QgS  R»7 


Whited  pieces  are  poised  for  the 
kill,  but  bow  to  break  through? 
The  finish  is  very  hard  to  see. 


,i  ares 


37  ... 
39  d6+ 


Rxh3  38  QgB+  Ke7 


Black  resigns.  A  beautiful 
conclusion.  Mate  follows  39  .  .  . 
Bxd6  40  Qf7+  KdS  41  Rxd6+. 
Now  we  see  Shirov  on  the 
receiving  end. 


Under  heavy  pressure,  Shirov 
cracks.  He  should  have  played  27 
. . .  RaS  28  Ne7+ KhS  29  Qxf7  Rxd3 
30 '  Ni8  Qa21!  with  a  viable 
defence.  Instead  Kasparov  would 
have  had  to  try  28  N7b6  RfS  29 
Bb5,  still  with  a  slight  edge. 

28  Nxfi  KxfiS  29  b5.  Black  has 
tans  on  both  sides  of  the 
On  the  queen’s  flank  he 
must  cope  with  White’s  passed 
pawn  while  ah  the  Itingside  he 
must  cope  with  the  aggressive 
intentions  of  White's  queen. 

29.  ..Qa3  30  Qf5  KeS.  If  30 . . . 
Rxd3, 31  Qd7  wins.  \ 

31  Bc4  Rc2  32  Qxh7  Rxc4 
33  Qg8+  Kd7  34  Nb6+  Ke7 
35  Nxc4  Qc5  36  Ral  .  Qd4 

Otherwise  36  ... .  Qxc4  37  Ra7+ 
Ke6  38  Qe8+  and  White  wins.  37 
Ra3Bcl  38  Ne3.  Black  resigns. 

Attack,  with  Julian  Hi 
(£9.99)  can.  be  ordered 
132  Turves  Road,  London  NW10 
5TG. 


By  Raymond  Keene 
White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Charlaw  -  Hulak, 
Budapest  1996.  . 

White  has  strong  pressure  along 
the  g-ffle,  but  suddenly  his  queen, 
knight  and  f-pawn  are  all  under 
attack.  How  did  he  continue? 

idvour  answe 

to  The  Tunes,  1  Pfenning 
Street,  London  El  9XN.  Die 
correct  solution  drawn  on  Thurs¬ 
day  will  receive  a  year's  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  the  Staunton  Society, 
which  includes  a  free  invitation 
to  the  annual  dinner  at  Simp- 
son’s-irHhe-Stranri  Die  answer 
will  be  published  next  Saturday. 


Last  week’s  solution:  1  Qxg6 

Last  week’s  winner  is  J  Stewart, 
of  Paignton,  Devon. 
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THIS  WEEK  brings  the  New  Year 
Punchline  competition.  Readers 
are  also  reminded  that  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Punchline  (noth  a  prize  of  a 
jeroboam  of  Moet  &  Chandon 
champagne)  is  still  open  to  entries. 

Just  write  amusing  captions  for  the 

cartoons  (right  and  below),  from 
The  Strand  Magazine  (reproduced 
with  permission  from  Westminster 

Libraries.  Sherlock  Holmes  Collec¬ 

tion.  M ary  1  ebon e  library). 

The  cartoons  will  be  printed  again 

next  week  on  the  Games  page  with 

captions  from  those  submitted. 
Send  your  caption  suggestions  on 
postcards  labelled  either  Strand 
Caption  31  (for .  die  Christmas 
competition)  or  Strand  Caption  32 
(for  the  New  Year  competition) 
with  your  name  and  address  to: 

Weekend,  The  Times,  1  Pennington 

Street.  London  El  9XN. 

The  Editor's  derision  is  final.  The 

dosing  date  for  entries  for  both 

competitions  is  January  1, 1997. 


Send  your  captions  for  the  New  Year  Punchline  (above)  on 
a  postcard  labelled  Strand  Caption  32 


Send  your  captions  for  the  Christmas  Punchline  (above)  on 
a  postcard  labelled  Strand  Caption  31 


By  Philip  Howard 
RANDY 

a.  A  noisy  party 

b.  A  deputy  sheriff 

c.  A  South  African  coin 
PRESSION 

q.  Mild  wind  erosion 

b.  A  sculpture’s  preliminary 

c.  The  action  of  pressing 
RIPRAP 

a.  A  survival  blanket 

b.  A  Twenties  dance 

c.  A  detonating  firework 
PROXENETE 

a.  A  Tsarist  town  council 

b.  A  go-between 

c.  The  closest  star  to  a  planet 

Answers  on  page  13 


BRIDGE 


by  Robert  Sheehan 


THIS  is  a  hand  from  the  Macallan 
Cam  rose  Trophy  match  between 
England  and  Scotland  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  I  was  North  with  Brian  Senior 
South.  1  picked  up  as  dealer: 

*AK8VKJ^1074*AK953 

This  was  the  auction: 

W  N  E  S 


. 

1C 

ID 

IS 

Pass 

3S 

Pass 

4D 

Pass 

4H 

Pass 

5D 

Many  players  would  bid  Two 
Diamonds  on  the  North  hand  over 
One  Spade.  That  is  unsatisfactory 
—  you  get  involved  in  a  game- 
forcing  auction  without  sufficient 
values. 

Without  East’s  intervention 
North  could  rebid  2 NT,  but  with  no 
diamond  stopper  that  was  no 
longer  possible.  Three  Spades  is 
best,  even  though  that  would 
normally  show  four-card  support. 

What  should  l  bid  over  Senior’s 
Five  Diamonds?  In  practice  I 
passed,  though  I  now  think  I 
should  have  bid  Six  Spades.  Senior 
dearly  had  to  have  the  ace  of  hearts 
to  proceed  beyond  Four  Spades,  so 
his  second  diamond  cue-bid  was 
likely  to  show  a  void.  Thus  I  could 
tell  all  my  high  cards  were  in  the 
right  place. 

The  full  deal  is  shown  at  the  top 
of  the  next  column,  though  1  have 
altered  the  East-West  clubs  and 
hearts  to  bring  out  a  point  in  the 
play. 

As  you  can  see.  Six  Spades  was  a 
good  contract  Try  the  play  in  Six 
Spades  on  a  diamond  lead.  You 
ruff  and  play  two  top  spades',  both 


4-10  3 
V0 10864 
«  J532 
♦  Q7 


Contract:  Six  Spades  by  South 
Lead:  the  ace  of  diamonds 


opponents  following.  Now  with  the 
heart  ruff  you  have  eleven  tricks. 
Would  you  try  dubs  or  diamonds 
first  for  the  twelfth?  The  line  Senior 
took  in  Five  Spades  is  best.  Play  ace 
and  king  of  clubs.  If  both  oppo¬ 
nents  follow,  continue  dubs  —  you 
have  enough  entries  to  establish 
the  fifth  club.  If  clubs  turn  out  to  be 
5-1.  ruff  a  club  and  play  a  heart  to 
the  jack  Now  you  are' home  if  that 
holds  or  the  hearts  are  no  worse 
than  4-2. 

Try  it  the  other  way  round  (king 
and  ace  of  hearts  first).  If  hearts 
split  5-1  and  you  now  switch  to 
dubs,  you  will  not  be  able  to  get 
clubs  going  unless  they  split  3-3.  A 
key  entry,  the  king  of  hearts,  has 
been  removed. 

■  The  best  British  achievement  of 
1996  was  by  Heather  Dhondy  and 
Liz  Mcgowan,  who  combined  with 
four  Icelandic  players  to  win  the 
first  World  Transnational  Mixed 
Team  Championship  at  the  Olym¬ 
piad  in  Rhodes.  Heather  and  Uz 
will  be  playing  in  the  Macallan 
International  Pairs  (January  22-24). 
(Information  on  0181-875  5844). 


■4  v  i 


HOW  MUCH  might  five  dice  cost? 
A  pound,  two  at  the  most?  You  get 
five  dice  in  Hasbro  Interactive's 
Yahtzee  for  £4  each  but  it  is  money 
well  spent  Yahtzee  is  a  little  like 
video  poker  played  with  dice.  Die 
aim  in  classic  Yahtzee  is  to  roll  dice 
in  an  arena  three  times,  using 
flushes,  full  houses  and  straights  to 
complete  parts  of  tiie  score  card.  A 
Yahtzee  proper  is  five"  identical 
numbers,  such  as  five  fives,  which 
brings  hefty  bonus  points. 

It  is  hugely  playable  and  you 
soon  find  yourself  willing  die  dice 
to  come  up  trumps  by  shouting 
such  lines  as,  say,  "snakes  eyes" 
when  all  you  need  to  van  are  two 
ones.  Up  to  four  human  and 
computer  opponents  can  compete 
and  simple  sound  effects  load  the 
high-rolling  atmosphere  with  plen¬ 
ty  of  dice  rattles  and  rolls. 

In  addition  to  the  classic-version 
of  the  parlour  gsone.  there  are  four  - 
others  —  pyramid,  battle,  painted 
and  triple.  The  latter  makes  for 
exhaustingly  long  sittings,  the 
Yahtzee  equivalent  of  3D  chess, 
offering  three  times  the  fun  and 
triple  scores.  Reducing  the  appeal  a 
little  are  poor  score  displays. 

Hasbro  Interactive  has  several 
computer  variations  of  standard 
games  —  including  Cluedo  and 


Monopoly.  The  Cluedo  cast 
is  headed  by  Joan  Sims  as 
Mrs  White  but  has  a  plodding 
fed  as  the  video  sequences 
work  through  countless  alibis 
and  red  herrings.  By  the  time 
you  get  to  the  library  to 
expose  Colonel  Mustard  as 
being  the  executioner,  the 
playability  has  worn  exceed-  • 
ingly  thin. 

Monopoly  works  a  good 
deal  better,  and  has  the 
facility  to  let  you  play  five 
others  in  different  countries 
around  the  world,  all  in  your 
native  tongues  using  native 
boards  (Mayfair  in  the  British 
version.  Boardwalk  in  the 
American  and  so  on).  The 
action  bounces  along  and  the 
sites  are  animated  by  brief 
video  sequences.  Human  and 
computer  players  compete  si¬ 
multaneously  and  can  all  attempt 
to  instigate  potentially  lucrative 
deals  to  complete  property  sets. 
Since  all  financial  transactions  are 
carried  out  at  the  speed  of  sound, 
bankruptcy  looms  faster  than  ever. 

Psion  has  also  added  Monopoly 
to  its  range  of  games  for  the  Series  3 
organisers.  But  the  next  time  you 
are  looking  for  a  really  good 
present  for  a  Psionite,  get  them  a 


by  Tim  Wapshott 


Micro  Machines  Military  has  plenty  of 
good  moments  and  is  essential  gaming 


memory  card  or  PsiWin  PC  con¬ 
necting  link  so  they  can  finally 
back-up  their  filofax  files.  Prices 
start  from  around  £35  for  the 
smallest  card. 

Another  game  to  get  an  end-of- 
year  makeover  is  Cod  cm  asters' 
Micro  Machines,  with  the  release 
of  Micro  Machines  Military  on 
Sega  Mega  Drive.  In  addition  to 
competing  in  the  speed  stakes,  now 


you  also  fire  at  your  minia¬ 
ture  opponents  to  momen¬ 
tarily  wipe  them  off  course. 
Micro  Machines  96  remains 
.  the  best  version  but  Military 
has  plenty  of  good  moments 
and  fans  will  doubtless  deem 
it  essential  gaming. 

The  team  responsible  for 
Micro  Machines  has  also 
come  up  with  Supersonic 
Racers,  a  mediocre  Play¬ 
Station  title  from  Mindscape. 
A  junior  racing  game  with 
zilch  pep  and  pace,  this  feels 
just  like  it  is  —  an  inferior 
Micro  Machines.  Another 
dud  sequel  lurking  on 
PlayStation  shelves  is  Grem¬ 
lin's  ActuaGolL  Aetna  Soccer 
may  be  a  majestic  soccer  sim 
but  this  golf  product  doesn't 
go  the  rounds,  in  fact  it 
tarnishes  tiie  Acftia  crown.  A 
reminder  that  Cyberspace  Twenty- 
Nine  offers  gaming  fans  the  chance 
to  win  a  state-of-the-art  AST  Ad¬ 
vantage  computer,  worth  £2,799. 
Three  runners-up  will  each  scoop  a 
Psion  Siena  palmtop  worth  £229. 

The  AST  Advantage  9306  boasts 
a  powerful  200  MHz  Intel  Pentium 
processor,  32  Mb  EDO  Ram.  3Gb 
hard-disc,  foil-screen  MPEG  play¬ 
back,  right-speed  CD- Rom  drive. 


sub-woofer  speakers  and  17-inch 
colour  monitor.  Die  DSVD  modem 
means  you  can  play  games  with 
other  remote  users  and  talk  to  them 
at  the  same  time  while  the  comput¬ 
er  also  comes  with  a  Wingman 
Extreme  joystick,  Windows  95  pre¬ 
installed  and  a  mixed  software 
bundle  of  11  titles. 

The  Psion  Sienas  have  foil  1Mb 
memory  defying  their  ultra  com¬ 
pact  size,  plus  many  of  the  same 
impressive  organiser  features  as 
Psion’s  big  brother  Series  3  models. 

Cyberspace  Twenty-Nine  is  open 
to  readers  of  all  ages.  To  enter,  all 
you  have  to  do  is  come  up  with  a 
ludicrous  Top  Tip  with  computer 
users  in  mind  —  tiie  more  outland¬ 
ish  the  better.  Send  your  entry  — 
with  your  name,  age,  address  and 
home  phone  number  —  on  a  post¬ 
card  to:  Cyberspace  Twenty-Nine, 
Weekend,  The  Times.  1  Pennington 
Street.  London  El  9XN.  Normal 
Times  competition  rules  apply. 

Your  entry  must  reach  us  by 
Tuesday.  January  7.  1997.  The 
judges  will  not  enter  into  any 
correspondence. 

“One  of  my  most  precious  trea¬ 
sures  is  an  exquisite  pair  of  loaded 
dice,  bearing  the  daTe  of  my 
graduation  from  high  school." 
W.C.  Fields  (1939). 
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ACROSS 

5  Study  of  man  (12) 

8  Implement  (for  laying  flat¬ 
tery  on?)  (6) 

9  V«y  rich  businessman  (6) 

10  Relaxation  of  frost,  tension 

H) 

12  Make  anxious  (7) 

14  Pig's  fool  (7) 

15  Look  after:  incline  (4) 

17  Strawberry  basket  (b) 

IS  A  percussion  instrument  (61 
20  String  quartets,  piano  trios, 

eic  (73) 


DOWN 

1  Take  (task)  to  conclusion 

(5.7) 

2  Slowly-cooked  dish  (4) 

3  Splash  with  droplets  (7) 

4  Neckwear  with  DJ  (S3) 

6  Part  for  actor  (4) 

7  We  won’t  miss  you!  (4.8) 

1!  Whitish  roetaL  element  Sb 

(8) 

13  Meteorological  conditions 

(7) 

16  Racket,  swindle  (s/ong)  (4) 
19  The  majority  of  (4) 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  97$ 

ACROSS:  I  Face-saver  6  TapS  Sirloin J  Drags  Mtoh^ 

It  Schedule  13  Tamper  14  Redcap  17  Fast  food  IS  Tail  zucnaie 
21  Snooker  22Sii  23  Pfcnragram 

DOWS:  I  Fusspot  2  Christmas  toil  3Smog  f.  y?™* 
deemer  6 TheNmcracker  7  Paste  12 Self-help  15  Pilgrim 
16  Hobson  17  Focus  l9Cola  ..  sae  far 

tS^IgS^SSS^SSSt^tS1  11  " 

•ftrt- 
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No  3390:  Pin  the  Tail  on  the  Donkey  II  by  Smokey 


SOLVERS  should  determine  the  position  of  the  tail  (ie  the 
lasr  letter)  of  those  answers — 32  in  all  — whidi  are  names 
of  creatures,  including  plurals.  Thus  DGER  could  be 
entered  as  DGER,  DGRE  TTRGE,  TRIGE,  or  RT1GE. 


ACROSS 

1  Film  about  twisting  makes  you  flutter  (7> 

6  Tea  largely  associated  with  mischievous  type:  this 
one?  (5) 

10  Stinging  creature  lurking  in  the  water?  A  state 
measure  is  needed  (8) 

12  Passionate  taJe  about  male  (petrel?)  (6) 

13  Person  on  course  cut  tails  off  lamb  and  jackal  (6) 

15  Bears  with  intense  desire  to  eac  they  can  be 
scavengers  (6) 

16  Blood-sucker,  day-pigeon  shooting  with  the  queen 

(?) 

20  Looki  Rodents  going  round  centre  of  Hamelm  (5) 

21  Athletic  Steve  energetically  covers  first  of  laps  (6) 

22  Star  performers  given  gold  (6) 

23  Attack  old  fool  (5) 

25  Record-breaking  train  once  damaged  with  everyone 
aboard  (7) 

27  Sea-bream  swallows  pet  rabbit  (6) 

31  See  old  ox  rage  violently  in  Kent  area  (6) 

32  Wanderer  in  Asia,  a  royal  female  one  (6) 

33  Land  surrounded  by  drunken  Scottish  pirate  (8) 

34  Silly  people  ride,  ultimately,  on  horses  (5) 

35  1  go  wild  about  East  India  diet,  and  English  (7) 


DOWN 

]  Civet  decapitated  bony  fishes  (5) 

2  Bull-headed  type,  a  pervert  enthralling  a  model  girl 

02) 

3  Drink  for  a  would-be  gent  (8) 

4  A  gripping  instrument  produces  bell-like  noise  (4) 

5  Old,  neat  types  are  a  bit  finicky,  necessarily  (4) 

6  Finding  grass  stashed  in  cases  makes  one  madder  (5) 

7  Jumper  made  hastily  in  school  lesson’s  long,  but  not 
long  enough  (9) 

8  Backward  rustic  (4) 

9  My  coat’s  rough  and  shirt’s  tom:  I  wander.  I  wander 
endlessly  about  (12, 2  words) 

11  Thresher  digging  up  peas  full  of  water  (6) 

14  One  squirting  ink,  blue,  on  record  cover  (9) 

17  Big  bells,  most  discordant  (4) 

18  Young  predator  *e  raised  for  example  (4) 

19  One  akin  to  Dundee  victim  inter  alia  forced  north  of 
the  border  (8) 

20  Duck  is  number  one  among  skilful  compilers  of 
thematic  entertainment,  right?  (6) 

24  Blows  up  stalls  at  the  Edinburgh  festival?  (5) 

26  Dash!  Dead  antelope  (5) 

28  Like  one  sort  of  piper  (Scottish),  showing  endless 
sense  of  duty  (4) 

29  Pony:  one  is  so  long  (4) 

30  Low  rent  is  mare  than  enough  /or  an  architect  (4) 
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Solution  to  No  3387:  Explanations  by  Waterloo 

Where  lights  share  the  same  number,  one  of 
them  includes  the  word  IS.  eg  the  lights 
numbered  27.  HYMN  and  DISHY.  DISHY  is 
entered  normally.  HYMN  is  entered  as  DMN, 
because  D  is  HY. 

Where  the  lights  do  not  share  die  same  number, 
the  due  contains  a  word  with  IS  in  it.  which 
either  indicates  a  change  elsewhere  in  the  clue, 
eg  in  32  across  where  MONISM  turns 
MONARCH  into  MARCH,  or  else  has  to  be 
applied  while  solving  the  cryptic  part  of  the  due. 
as  in  20  across,  where  PROVISO  turns  PROVO 

intoOO. 

The  winner  is  John  Walsh  of  Swindon. 

The  two  runners  up  are  Paul  Peters  of 
Cheltenham  and  M.O’Hanlon  of  North 
Bowick,  East  Lothian. 
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WATERSTONE’S  CROSSWORD  No  3390 

NAME . . . 

ADDRESS . . . 

Cut  out  and  send  the  completed  crossword  and  coupon  above  to  The 
Waterstone’s  Crossword  No  3390.  63  Green  Lane,  St  Albans,  Hert¬ 
fordshire  AL3  6HE,  by  Thursday,  January  9, 1997. 
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WATERSTONE’S 


The  winner  of  The 

Waterstone’s  Crossword 

will  receive  a  book  token 
worth  £75.  Five  runners- 
up  wQl  each  receive  a 
book  token  worth  £10 


Warcrsone’s  first  opened  a  bookshop  In  1082.  and  now  has  a  branch  in  virtual!)  ewi) 
major  town  and  city  in  the  UK  and  Ireland.  Each  of  iis  100-odd  brandies  has  at  least 
50000  titles  in  stock  and  can  orfw  any  book  currently  in  print  in  the  UK.  Otii-of-Prinr 
BooksearriL  01892  5ZZ700L  Mailing  Service  and  Signed  Fm>i  Editions,  01225  -H&90.  For 
your  nearest  branch  of  Waimtone'S.  call  OISI-742  3800. 
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Virgin  IVlCCfchSd  VGIS.  For  world  beating  offers  call  us  before  19  January  on  01293  747  747  or  see  your  travel  agent  virgin  at  (antic 


Book  before  19  Jammy  1997.  Tnvd  brrarai  01  Jmtaiy  -  23  frtamy.  Unborn  toy:  Stand?}  nigh.  Bam  Brand  by  14  March.  Airport  Tm.  Air  tasenpr  Dny  and  Secnffly  rimgs  are  not  bdadaL  Laned  natoMby.  Dthfr  Ksofctieaj  apply. 
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DORSET,  HANTSL, 
&LO.W. 


FRANCE 


GREECE 


ITALY 


SPAIN 


PROVENCE 

Beautfhd  iTthC 
(■rnhoum 
4  had  of  pine  and 
ofive  tree's, 
pool,  sips  8. 

01494  881966. 
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BOATING 
« FRANCE 


Server  the  joed  and  mines  of 
frame*  from  the  eidest 
etelee  if  tenting  beUduft. 

w*Ht 

standard*,  far  your  77 
brothmr*  -  Quote  K4009. 
nSBVONE  MOO  520  529. 


Traditional  holiday 
properties  of  character 
and  quality  in 
France  and  Corsica. 
Many  with  pool. 
FREE  COLOUR  BROCHURE 

RING  (0990)  143681 
QUOTE  REF:  FU6 
Or  write  ra  Dept  FI  86,  «. 

V. Kanat  cn  Campagae,  H 
Bignor.  PuBjonm^i,  At 

W.  Sussex 
RH20 1QD. 

Acmocai 


Greek 
Islands  Club 

Villa  and  hotel  holidays 
for  those  who  expect 
privacy,  comfort,  per¬ 
sonal  service  and  beauti¬ 
ful  surroundings.  For  a 
brochure  telephone; 

01932  220477 

btspihnmvctij»Liili/*ilhsf 

Wfa  Centre  HoEdns  Ltd 
AST*  VJMI  ATOL  MS  AITtl 


E ZEEL 


ii~m 


I  vh 


—  Traditional  Italian 
propert  iesfarabonses, 
villus  ani  apartments 
in  Toscany,  Umbria, 
Late  (jjrJa,  Sicily,  Venice 
and  the  Amalfi  coast. 
Many  with  pool.  Travel 
facilities  available. 
FREE  COLOUR  BROCHURE 

RING  (0990)  14368) 

QUOTE  II M  OrwtttcM: 

Ki canzr  m  lulu.  Dept  1114, 
Humor.  PoBvmuA, 

(far  Sana  RH20  IQD 

VACANZE 

in  rrAHA 


THE  ART 

OF  LIVING  IN 

ITALY 


2333SS* 


Sicily 


SPAIN 

Traditional 

furra house s ,  co(USC«. 

apartment*  and 
village  houses  la 
cuimlrvsidc  Spain 
and  farrago!. 
Many  with  pool. 


BOMS  (0990)  148002 

QUOTE  REF  ES13* 
Or  rerlic  in 

Imth-hlaal  Traveller"  Spain, 
llrpl.  ESI14,  Signor. 

nilbnrnngb.  Hf.  Suwi 
R1ISU  IQD. 

MYDBOMOtOta 

mss 


mm 


1 1 //■>/)'/ 


The  Best  of  Spain  &  Portugal 


Escape  mass  tourism.  TaSor-made  holidays,  fly-dive  with  your 
own  cat,stayiig  in  boleh  converted  from  castles,  palaces,  etc. 

Paradores  Pousadas 

OTHER  TOP  HOTELS  •  MANOR  HOUSES 

Unicorn  Holidays  01582  834400 

XKX2J31  ASIA  Vltft  ATO 


iJn  r> 

(  Mi":  \  f  r  [ 


:  -  01326  564333 
■  0”2b  572S33 


nw,  Carfn,  LAo,  Mipula. 
Iltao.  Ccphalnniri.  Zrtjmhw 


om<m 


Qmntewmnlly  Greek  holidays 
a«y  bum  ifce  ntMUM"  Wc 
after  prime  villas  wiib  pools, 
bowls  sad  >au]r  axugn  in 
bcauiiftd  unspoilt  facauans.  phis 
sfWCului  praline.  Balking  nod 
flower  boiktoyt. 

0181  995  9323 

aunxn  jam 


Individ  cud  Btildayi  (tor 
the  Discerning  Traveller 


usf’iim 

/#i»brh 


Tmfirknal  amety  villa- apaitmenu 
with  pooL  rfuradng  aumaa  botch 
and  IVirNe  flyslme  hohdars.  New 
Tor  1091:  the  Klh  and  Bade  of 
(be  Mjcanma.  Goad  Tunas. 
Placing  and  Cookery  Malay*  pins 
sbon  breaks  io  Horace. 

0181  995  9323 

unvmi  ATOLIVZZAITD 
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SPECIAL  INTEREST  USA  &  CANADA 


Hi 


mtn  BnsbBi»  ceUI  GW  Tra-rol 
0141  928  MlO/Fkx  941  6101. 


ITALY 


GREECE 


Villas  in 
Tuscany 

-£150— 

Why  pay  more? 

For  FREE  Brochure  ol 

01235  824324/Ss 

CRYSTAL 

ITALY 


1 


ClTAUA's  ITALY 


Romantic  Sorrento 
Rtsanatntg  Siafy 
Urapoih  Sardinia 
Endtsmthtg  Tuscany 
Historic  Cities 

and  mark  mors  in  atr 
Nae  1997  Brochure. 


Citalm  01235  824354 


The  Lading  Ibiiaa  Spcadal 


unm  atolw  uxmoo 


MALTA  &  GOZO  PORTUGAL 


PORTUGAL 


CHECK-IN 


VVoR  id 
Offers 


-f-rtom 


Lonctors. 

Fl.icjn't  prices  sfccvrt  evt 

Arr*$teRcfft<yi 

^6^  rtw 


ALBUFEIRA 

Lux  country  villa, 

4  dbi  beds. 

Ige  hid  pool  +  gdn. 
Sea  view,  maid. 

TeL  ©1865  51 1582 


PORTUGAL  MADEIRA 
&  AZORES 

E 


m 3a 


Portugala  Holidays 
Tel:  0131  444  1357 
Fcrii^  Greer:  Lcrccn  S3  SEY. 
£fef  3233 


Rxttpri  for  the  Dbwroiaj  Traveler 


Timural 


Trob  mfnvdojl  ‘iH*>  aifi  pooh, 
rlmei  bum  Iran  mad  vlri-yj 
bntrit  eal  praaht  lit  over  Out 
fjraULoG  eivaon.  FIcmMt 

h**v.  nl  iilv  tariju. 

|Hei  lpnor  ml  Mini  puang  md 

[I|V 1 .  |  Bl  1  — -C*  ' 

0181  995  9323 

unvinr  mmn  tm 


6/;m  7066'60™ 


PORTl'GAL 


Holiday  properties 
In  the  most 
delightful 
areas  of 
PtortniJal. 

Many  with 
pool-  Travel 
facilities 
avollablc- 


Thcspetialists  in  travel  to 

GALAPAGOS 

Mrafcdcrofice 

01M  8321441 

Erariid(jR|iMU^drlB 

01817478315 

iMfcnttoribb 
0181  7473108 
mas  nun  nBun-nsMB 


2C*J  /n*Av  >L'*- 


Okavango 

TOUP3S.  safaris 


Singly  Ac  betf 
tetdoBdhAhysk 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBU  ft  MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
NAMIBIA  ft  ZDOABWE 
SOUTH  AFRICA 
Tanzania 
Td:  #1X130  SO 
Pax:  VIXI  M3  3217 


Qi  aar  lorkco  ttha  godt  td  Be  SIB 
fev  taanhecatbpanaiilBmDar 
>>  -  ari  Dchm’s  niipo* 

■MP  Ttamd-EmCtei 

rfcxth  Devon 
gjflgV  Holiday  Homes 
"'Hia.  DBiBtiaSe.  mi  ibo 
Del  (01271)  76322 


gig.?;?!; 


IRELAND 


Ciffm.  j  -  tr^ 


OI7Z7  841330 


ARIZONA 

ChtBce  of  toxnry 
homes  with  pools 
in  beantifal  resort 
of  Scottsdale. 

Teh  01624  880860 
Fax:  01624 889893 


■ _ :-r  v-v. 


I ;  fP'A-- 


EAST  ANGLIA 


HCHJDAYS  AFLOAT 


UX  HOLIDAYS 


WINTER  SPORTS 


MmvtxBaaein  QuutsVBmes  ar&cuin 
amo  Mbu&Srinura  Azzavoi,  Aumz. 
NEW  FOH  U97- Bool  earn  as  Exuse 
CinuinjnnuSuuvBisJas 


t,...  u  ,i  v  i  ■■ 


DIAL  A  lROC-NicL  ADV  M:Mt  IT  01603  7344  53 


SPECIAL  INTEREST 


^£139 

TbZatepantlnllw 
Baauffini  Tatra  Mountain 


SPECIAL  INTEREST 


'tw 


For  thcae  ad  many  other 
World  Ofien  mil  ns  anytime  onz 

0345  222UI 

Book  by 

8tl«  JtinuQfy'^l 

londtaa,  mqr  he  ftdi)M:  id  SoM 

arafliaGiy  ad  mad  pcnub. 
hiainu  BBmhM 
Fm  details  md  cwdilraD  tee  ITV 
Ti.hu  jj  pJW  ym  miiri  agree  or 
Brimb  Airmyl  Ihwd  Shop. 
Mmua  omfu 

British  Airways^. 


.■'•‘-".V  i.:ir!l?rmi.'IT  H  jJlTfri; 

Brachi-:c.  412!  711  m 


A8VENT0RES 
Asia  Afriw 
&  the  Americas 

/2K37i«fa 


Apts  &  chalets,  privately 
owned,  direct  icotaL 
Can  ©802  652727  or 
©03347941 1700 


INSTANT  SKI 
INSURANCE 

Includes  off  piste 
and  snow- 
boarding 


LAKE  DISTRICT 


UJK.  HOLIDAYS 


T.!  MPLY 

urki 


/CafiqtriK 


tm.  onn  ws  eaaa  «u 

nsw  MOL  IMS  AITOL 


mams* 


cvmxrv.  viOji  w£5  |«eh  aid 
rnmfi}  hate  a.  Hus  ns  OcuMe 
Nsjcnnj"  pipsaabipral 
werv  hatoBi  plri  uuiivf  ad 
tecMaij  bns*v 

0181  995  9323 

4BBSHB  AHEWENUIP 


[p''»:--:4,v.’TTri 


England  •  Ireland 
Scotland  •  Woles 


LT'ii 


■MMR  spscW  cattty  h  a 


Britain  ’s  Best  Boating 


Jhiar  MW  (Mreffhrtg  MeOdeyt  m  Oefieest  mmtemayt. 
netfWfi*  meads,  Cemab.  Ceuta,  Ae  Jteemamed  SetOemd. 
Hem  SJ5tfpm.SSan  Breeds  feel  Jbr  hredmn-gmteKMiO. 


:SEcrviOdE  4 2 00  =2j  550  ■  I  J 


ACTIVmr  HOLIDAYS 


SVJV^CAMRjBEAOMBlfijTi 

» Ai 


The  key  to  your 
perfeer  holiday 
Near  Brodnm  OUT  NOW 

01282  445777 

Qootmg  code  TTJAte 
Or  me  year  tmmd  amort 


NORTHUMBRIA 


USA  &  CANADA 


L\  IODAY  HOUDAYS 
1\  TO  ZAKOPANE 

w  \  irtAebeevriijitdmMaurtara 
«  Nofiond  hik.  kduds  Hof  ficord 
end  5  Day  WjDdng  Rjdeg*. 


NEW^JUENSIUkm  .0111  711  4917® 

Riff 

"'satsr 


3C 


NEW 

ENGLAND 


Two  weeks  in  a  traditional 
New  England  haute 
(including  flights,  car 
hire,  hotel  stopover  and 
asuanaa)  from  £635*  per 
pawn  low  iciwoind  from 
£975*  per  person  high 
setwn.  A  supob  tsilfciwn 
ofcsaeful’y  selecad  caastaL 
lakeside  end  inland 
properties  in  Vermont. 
Marne.  Connecticut.  Nm- 
Hainpsfcce;  Rhode  Island  & 
Massachusetts  fuidudine 
Cape  Cadi 

FREE  GZ  PAGE 
COLOTJR  BROCHURE. 

CALL  (0990)  143686 

QUOTE  N2MC4BJOS 
(kvAuNgshtbiil 
Cswry  Bmcx  Dtpi  H33t  B^mk 


rds x-nnu-iJ  dzu 

LODGES 

C C» I  rifil  S  hr  (.  TK  H  \NS 


miM’iiim  o«o«  >>y 


0171  724  2233  ( 24hrs) 


s 


U.K.  &  IRELAND 
HOLIDAY  COHAGES  199“ 


QUAIJTY  HOLIDAY  COTTAGES 
IN  SUPERB  LOCATIONS 


Cmto^II.  Devon.  Doreet,  Suffolk,  Norfolk.  Cbisiralds, 
Hereford  &  Totcester.  Ncrth  ITales.  Peak  Dsrict, 
Dkes.  Yorkshire  Dales  &  Moots,  Northumbria, 
Scotland  and  South  &  Test  Indand. 


Afasr  cottages  take  pels,  provide  linen  and 
Include fud  in  Ike  price. 

Special  discounts  for  couples. 

CaBJoryonr  FREE  full  colour  1997 brochure. 


01756  702225 


Unlocb  a 
cottage  in 
Scotland 

ExcHTTONW.  holiday 
properties  in  the 
most  beautiful  areas 
of  Scotland.  From 
stone-builr  cottages 
and  gamekeepers' 

lodges  to  historic 
mansions  and  grand 
ancestral  homes. 
FREE 

M  PAGE  COLOUR 
BROCHURE 

Ring  (owo)  ssii35 

QUOTE  S25Z(2«  Hrs) 
On  Warn.- 
Cawnw  am  ages 
N  SciiruwD,  Deft.  szsz. 
P.O.  Bok  is.  EaM-Sfoudn. 
LdcEsmu^En-.  . 


PEMBROKESHIRt  I 


A  saperb  selection  of  quality 
character  cottages  m  ibe 
PanbrotesWre  Coast  National 
Park.  All  properties  famished 

to  the  highest  standards. 

Pbtne  now  6k  fae  colour  taodanr 

01239-881397f?M 


Coastal  Cottages 

of  Pembrokeshire 

~  Choose  fium  our  mmiiiff  colfeerian 
,  400 CfaBttTSro  and  even 

1  lighthouse  for  your  Eunfly  holiday  this 

Avery  sped*]  wdcome 

children  a«A 


jfLJ* ^ "  765/65  or  0  1834  544 122 
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1996:  year  the  Lotus  blossomed 


Kevin  Eason  and 
Alan  Capps 

pick  Car96's 


finest  wheels,  the 


runners-up  —  and 


the  back  markers 


There  has  never  been  a 
year  like  it  cars  were 
launched  faster  than 
National  Lottery  balls 
and  coming  up  with  winners 
every  week. 

They  ranged  from  Ford’s 
tiny  Ka  to  the  raging,  riming 
—  and  distinctly  expensive  — 
Ferrari  F550  MaraneUo.  And 
the  British  came  bade  in 
□umbers  and  in  style  with  the 
launch  of  Jaguars  new  XK8 
and  the  terrific  Lotus  Elise. 

As  the  year  winds  down,  it  is 
a  chance  for  Car  96  to  pick  its 
favourites.  Awards  abound  in 
the  world  of  wheels:  there  are 
prizes  far  car  of  die  year, 
European  car  of  the  year, 
spoils  car  of  the  year,  safest 
car,  small  car,  even  one  for  a 
“funny"  car. 

But  we  like  fa  keep  things 
simple.  The  best  car  of  the  year 
has  fa  be  one  that  looks  great, 
drives  like  a  dream,  exudes 
character,  breaks  new  ground 
in  its  design  and  is  marketed 
at  an  affordable  price.  Better 
still,  it  should  be  made  in 
Britain. 

It  sounds  impossible,  and 
certainly  in  the  past  few  years 
there  have  been  precious  few 
cars  that  would  qualify  for 
such  a  prize.  There  have  been 
scores  of  interesting  cars,  per¬ 
haps  a  dozen  anting  ones,  but 
those  .tint  combine  affbrd- 
ataiJity  with  innovation  are  few 
and  far  between. 

This  year,  however,  one  had 
all  those  qualities,  introducing 
a  revolutionary  new  technol¬ 
ogy.  bringing  a  characterful 
new  face  to  our  streets  --  and 
almost  certainly  becoming  a 
modern  dassic. 


BEST  CAR 


LOTUS  ELISE 


WINS  the  prize  for  all  the  best 
reasons:  the  Elise  is  pretty,  it  is 
innovative  and . . .  it  is  British. 
The  team  at  Lotus  deserves  all 
the  accolades  after  four  years 
of  terrible  uncertainly  over  the 
future  as  the  company's  own¬ 
ership  was  in  doubt ' 

But  their  ingenuity  came  to 
the  fore  fa  produce  the  Elise. 
Without  the  budget  of  foe  big 
carmakers,  Lotus  designed 
and  produced  the  Elise  on  a 
shoestring,  introducing  a  rev¬ 
olutionary  aluminium  chas¬ 
sis,  dramatically  reducing  the 
weight  of  the  little  two-seater. 

The  joy  of  the  Elise  is  in  the 
driving.  Although  Lotus 
couldn't  afford  to  develop  a 
new  engine,  it  did  the  next  best 
tiling  mid  bought  in  Rover's 
brilliant  K-series.  the  same  as 
used  in  theMGF.  The  result  is 
the  most  stunning  drive  there 
is:  quick,  with  fantastic,  han¬ 
dling  with  enormous  rigidity, 
which  is  vital  in  an  open-top. 
This  is  back-to-basics  motor¬ 
ing  of  tiie  best  kind  —  every 
tmyflfck  of  tiie  wheel  provides 
instant  response,  driver  and 
car  feeling  at  one  with  road 
and  weather.  Nobody  can 
drive  this  car  badly  without  an 

excuse. 


JaguarXK&fednganiqiarisonwithtfae&type.  the  Coventry  team  puBed  it  oflf  in  style  Fiat  Coup6  20v  turbo:  costing  onfy  EZ1JA4,  ins  like  driving  a  miniature  Ferrari 


Now  with  financial  backing 
from  Proton,  the  company 
faces  the  future  with  confi¬ 
dence:  the  Elise  is  a  tribute  to 
eveiyone  at  Lotus  and  puts  UK 
sports  cars  back  on  tiie  map. 


CRACKERS 


ALL  THE  BEST 

Best  Value:  Jaguar  XK8 
and  Fiat  Coop*  20v 
ANOTHER  Great  Brit  in  the 
shape  erf  the  XK8,  a  car  with 
looks,  performance,  grace, 
pace  style  —  and  bags  of 
equipment,  yet  at  around 
£50,000.  not  far  off  half  the 
price  of  some  of  its  rivals. 
Jaguar  faced  an  uphill  task 
with  the  XK8,  which  was 
being  compared  to  the  ulti¬ 
mate  British  roadster,  the  Er- 
type,  but  the  team  at  Coventry 


pulled  it  off  in  style.  Mean¬ 
while.  the  turbo-charged  Rat 
Coup6  20v  is  tiie  fastest  Fiat 
ever  produced  and  the  most 
exciting  —  and  at  £21,244 
provides  performance  you 
would  normally  need  to  pay 
tens  of  thousands  of  pounds 
mare  fan  I55mph  top  speed 
and  0-62mph  in  just  63  sec¬ 
onds.  The  name  on  the 
coachwork  is  Pininfarina  and 
it's  like  driving  a.  miniature 
Ferrari.  It  has  to  be  tiie  best 
value  coups  around. 

Best  Looking:  Alfa 
Romeo  GTV 

FOLLOW  a  line  from  the 
familiar  heart-shaped  grille  to 
the  twin  inset  headlamps  up 
and  over  the  curving  flank  to 
tiie  squared-off  rear.  Fantas¬ 
tic  Suddenly  Alfa  has  redis¬ 
covered  its  soul  and  stopped 
plonking  the  famous  grille  on 
any  old  rubbish  that  hap¬ 


pened  to  be  passing  out  of  the 
design  office. 

Best  saloon:  Ford  Moadco 
24vand  BMW  5-series 
DEAD  heat  for  all  the  best 
reasons.  Difficult  to  think  of 
any  better  car  currently  on 
sale  than  the  5-series:  it  looks 
good,  drives  like  a  dream,  has 
great  engines,  is  roomy,  safe 
. . .  need  -we  go  on?  But  those 
prices  -  £23350  to  £42320  - 
would  give  most  of  us  a  fright. 
But  if  you  want  a  fast,  safe, 
brilliantly  handling  saloon,  it 
has  a  blue  oval  on  the  bonnet. 
Tbe  24v  Moadco  is  fantastic 
but  starts  at  £18370.  Simply 
the  ultimate  “repmobile". 

Most  practical:  Ford  Ka 
SO  CUTE  it  makes  your  teeth 
itch,  but  there  is  no  getting 
away  from  how  clever  Fond 
has  beau  The  interior  is 
wonderfully  inviting  and  ergo¬ 


nomically  easy.  Everything  in 
the  right  place  with  a  stereo 
you  can  understand  immed¬ 
iately.  Almost  a  modem  Mini. 

Most  sought  after. 

Mercedes  SLK 
EVERYBODY  wants  one  — 
including  us.  Glamorous,  gor¬ 
geous  and  ingenious.  It  has 
tiie  lot,  from  Mercedes’  leg¬ 
endary  build  quality  and  safe¬ 
ty  all  the  way  to  wonderful 
handling  and  looks  to  die  for. 
With  that  waiting  list  beading 
for  up  to  four  years,  there 
might  be  time  to  save  up  the 
E29300  you  need  to  own  cme. 

Wackiest  Renault  Spider 
EVEN  Renault  had  to  bade 
down  and  put  a  windscreen  on 
the  Spider.  Started  life  with  an 
“air  deflector”,  which  helped 
to  reinforce  tiie  impression 
that  something  heavy  had 
squashed  the  Spider  flat  But  it 


is  brilliant  lodes  fantastic  — 
but  should  only  come  in 
Renault  yellow. 

Most  scats  crammed  in  to  the 
smallest  space:  Renault 
Megane  Scenic 
FORGET  all  those  huge 
people-mover  things:  Renault 
can  do  the  same  job  on  the 
chassis  erf  a  small  hatchback 
by  combining  seven  seats 
with  just  the  same  verstality. 
We  know  we  have  said  this  is 
not  the  European  Car  of  the 
Year,  as  announced  recently, 
but  the  Scenic  is  testament  to 
same  of  tbe  cleverest  thinking 
on  car  interior  design 
anywhere. 

Most  convincing 
makeover:  Mini 
THE  CAR  the  world  cam  live 
without.  At  38.  you  would 
think  we  had  all  had  enough. 
Not  a  bit  of  ft.  Not  only  is  this 


car  old  enough  to  vote,  but  it  is 
advanced  in  years  so  far  to 
have  a  family,  mortgage  and  a 
pension  —  yet  the  Mini  still 
looks  like  a  bouncing  baby. 
Rover  has  spruced  up  its 
engines,  body  structure  — 
which  should  ensure  better 
crash  protection  —  and  interi¬ 
ors  to  turn  the  Mini  into 
£9,000  worth  of  small  car  to 
die  for.  We  love  it  so  mudi,  we 
want  one . . .  make  that  two. 

Runners  up:  BMW  23, 
Porsche  Boxster.  Ferrari 
F550.MGF 

NO  PRIZES  —  and  it’s  not 
fair,  because;  they  are  all 
winners  in  their  own  way.  We 
drove  them  and  adored  them 
all  —  from  the  £16.000  MGF, 
which  has  to  be  the  best  sports 
car  in  mass  production  at  the 
moment  up  to  the  £30.000 
Boxster.  which  would  be  top  of 
anyone’s  Christmas  list  Then 


there  is  tiie  completely  stun¬ 
ning  BMW  Z3.  even  better  in 
28  form  coming  mid-year  to 
the  UK.  which  looks  as  good 
as  any  car  on  the  road  today, 
past  or  present  Or  you  could 
just  forget  the  mortgage,  sell 
the  children  into  slavery  and 
go  all-out  for  the  most  desir¬ 
able  front-oigined  Ferrari  of 
modern  times  and  spend 
£143.000  on  an  F550. 

So.  you  have  nowhere  to  live 
because  you  spent  all  your 
money  on  a  car:  who  cares? 
Enjoy  it  The  MaraneUo  mon¬ 
ster  is  not  only  the  fastest 
Ferrari  —  it  beats  the  heil  out 
of  a  three-bed  roomed  semi. 


TURKEYS 


DOUBLE  FLOP 


Mercedes  V-dass 
and  Toyota  Pasco 
EVEN  the  biggest  carmakers 
sometimes  turn  all  fingers  and 
thumbs.  What  happened  to 
the  much-vaunted  V-dass 
people-mover  which  Merce¬ 
des  tantalised  us  with  for 
years?  It  turned  out  to  be  a 
hulking  great  thing  with  as 
mudi  cachet  as  a  supermarket 
carrier  bag.  Just  as  so  many 
other  makers  were  busy  prov¬ 
ing  that  an  MPV  needn't  be  a 
van  with  windows,  the  men 
from  Stuttgart  came  up  with:  a 
van  with  windows. 

Then  there  was  Toyota’s 
Paseo.  supposed  to  be  a  cute 
two-seater  but  actually  a  bare¬ 
ly  stifled  yawn  on  wheels. 
There  were  precious  few  poor 
efforts  this  year  —  but  those 
two  were  outstanding. 


Barclayloan 


After  a 


Call  into  any  branch 


Rates  from 


Must  end  31st  January  1997. 


rm  in  TmscvX  Snfrj“rT  to  status.  *T>pk*i  f  sample:  134%  APS,  £7,500  loan  it  payable  by  48  monthly  repayment*  of  £201.76  with  a  total  amount  payable  of  £9384.48  eaduding  Barclayloan  Protection.  A  written  quotation  is  available  from  year 
for  o  BarriajioxU  yoB  most  be  18  or  ova  i-u  m  J  on  teqaes^  os  from  Bardayiom  Direct,  PO  Box  323,  Liverpool  L69  2RE.  Barclays  Balk  FLC  is  a  member  of  the  Broking  Ombudsman  Scheme  (OK  brandies  only). 


It’s  competition  time:  can  you  think  up  a  decent  title  to  replace  the  two  letters  that  Ford’s  marketing  people  got  paid  lots  of  money  to  come  up  with? 

.  w  .  g|  0  mine  at  the  BBC  was  fond 

What  s  a  nicer  ^  s—f 

zSS^  „  j  if  stole  it  back.  By  finding  a  ni 
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■  r  i;  thanks  and  a  free  trip  round 

We  find  ourselves  at  \  ;  "  one.  The  Ka  already  has  a  phonetic  H  " .  \  !JS§|  D^enhain  factory  is  i 

this  stage  of  Christ-  DRIVENTO  identity  crisis,  because  Ford  pro-  /: f  V'. j  /Hf  rerammaKied. 

mas  in  the  uneasy  nTCTPAfTinW  nounces  it  Ka  as  in  Khama  Sutra.  /  j  »,,l‘  /  /fiR®  Nor  is  th^mu^^^°  r 

gap  between  receiv-  Di^lKAvillUN  some  of  their  customers  pronounce  I  •pnjViiu|gBnaS^ —  /  /  Infactlwoddn^^styousenc 


We  find  ourselves  at 
this  stage  of  Christ¬ 
mas  in  the  uneasy 
gap  between  receiv¬ 
ing  the  V-necked  blue  one  with 
short  sleeves  and  exchanging  it  at 
Marks  &  Spencer  for  the  round¬ 
necked  yellow  one  with  long 
sleeves.  Or  should  we  first  return 
the  contents  of  the  large  cardboard 
box  presented  to  the  seven-year-old 
(the  dear  little  chap),  who  an¬ 
nounced  within  five  minutes  of 
plugging  it  in  that  he  needed  more 
RAM.  more  gigabytes  and  a  much 
faster  modem? 

I  know,  next  year  you  are  going 
to  Honolulu.  I  was  going  there  this 
year,  but  you  know  how  it  is.  So 
why  not  put  aside  cardboard  boxes 
and  videos  you'll  never  watch 
again  and  instead  do  something 
useful.  Enter  our  latest  car  compe¬ 
tition.  or  Ka  competition.  It’s  a 
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family  game,  if  you  insist,  but 
Scrabble  it  ain't  If  it  was  it  would 
only  score  five  for  K  and  one  for  a. 

Yes.  Ka  as  in  Ford  Ka.  the  neat 
little  motor  with  the  absurd  little 
name.  There  is  no  such  word  as 
Ka,  but  then  there  was  no  such 
word  as  Mondeo  until  Ford  built 


one.  The  Ka  already  has  a  phonetic 
identity  crisis,  because  Ford  pro¬ 
nounces  it  Ka  as  in  Khama  Sutra, 
some  of  their  customers  pronounce 
it  Ka  as  in  Katmandu,  while 
someone  in  the  Ka’s  bizarre  tele¬ 
vision  commercial  pronounces  it 
Karas  in,  well.  car. 

So  what  the  Ka  urgently  needs  is 
a  nickname,  something  we  can  all 
pronounce.  Which  is  where  you 
come  in.  A  distinguished  panel  of 
judges,  er.  could  not  be  recruited  in 
time,  so  Alan  Copps,  editor  of  Car 
96  (or  Car  97  as  it  will  become  if  we 
all  live  to  see  next  week),  and  1  will 
judge  your  entries  and  the  winner 
will  receive  a  magnum  of  cham¬ 
pagne,  which  can  be  exchanged  for 
a  magnum  of  Tizer  if  you  insist 

The  first  dung  that  has  to  be 
faced  is  that  the  Ka  pronounced 
Kar  will  inevitably  have  a  nick¬ 
name  longer  than  its  real  name. 


s _ 

— - — 
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No  harm  in  that  It's  unusual  in 
football  (Gazza  for  Gascoigne)  but 
quite  common  among  royalty  (Phil 
the  Greek  for  Philip).  The  point  is 
that  the  Ka  is  a  car  which  needs 
extract  of  alphabet  soup  added  to 
its  impressive  list  of  extras. 

For  why?  Oh  come  on.  You 
cannot  construct  a  legend  out  of 
something  that  sounds  like  baby’s 


first  gurgle.  When  Alec  Issigoms 
named  the  Mini  he  did  not  linger 
long  at  the  desk  of  the  man  who 
said,  I  know,  let’s  call  it  the  Mi. 
When  Messrs  Roils  and  Royce  sat 
down  over  lunch  in  Manchester, 
they  were  not  overly  taxed  in 
rejecting  the  notion  that  their  first 
car  should  be  called  an  Aaaar- 
Aaaar.  “Bring  the  Aaar-Aaaar 


round  to  the  front  James  and  quick 
about  it,”  was  a  phrase  they  rightly 
saw  as  not  so  much  tripping  off  the 
tongue  as  sticking  in  foe  gullet. 

If  foe  marketing  boys  and  girls 
retained  at  vast  expense  by  Fbrd 
were  less  obsessed  with  impress¬ 
ing  their  peers  in  wine  bars,  me  Ka 
would  not  be  in  need  of  a 
nickname,  but  as  an  old  friend  of 


mine  at  foe  BBC  was  fond  of 
pointing  out  marketing  people 

steal  your  watch  in  order  to  tell  you 

thetime.  „  ... 

Well,  irs  about  time  sensible  folk 
stole  it  back.  By  finding  a  nick¬ 
name  for  the  Ka  (I  am  beginning  to 

detest  that  word,  aren’t  you?)  you 
will  be  doing  Ford  an  enormous 
favour,  though  holding  your 
breath  waiting  for  a  letter  or 
thanks  and  a  free  trip  round  the 
Dagenham  factory  is  not 
recommended. 

Nor  is  there  much  time  to  waste. 
In  fact  I  would  suggest  you  send  in 
your  postcards  by  first-dass  mail, 
for  it  occurs  to  me  that  Ford  now 
owns  Jaguar.  Should  you  be 
passing  my  house  and  hear  a 
shotgun  go  off,  you  will  know  that 
I  have  derided  to  end  it  all  upon 
discovering  that  a  bunch  of  nitwits 
have  offered  me  a  pre-launch  test- 
drive  of  the  new  Ja. 

So  quick,  before  another  decent 
motor  gets  to  be  called  something 
foal  sounds  like  the  triumphal 
sound  emitted  by  a  man  executing 
a  karate  chop.  Send  your  sugges¬ 
tions  (maximum  of  three  per  entry) 
to  Name  That  Ka,  Car  97.  The 
Times,  l  Pennington  Street. 
London  El  9XN.  Entries  ad¬ 
dressed  to  The  H  will  be  used  to 
mop  up  coffee. 


On  company  manners 


Kevin  Eason 

on  the  survey 


that  highlights 


the  need  for 


our  annual 


driver  contest 


i  Lease  Plan  discovered  a 
host  of  wrong  attitudes 


Company  car  drivers 
are  among  the  most 
intolerant  and  hypo¬ 
critical  on  the  road, 
according  to  a  new  survey  for 
i  Lease  Plan.  Europe’s  biggest 
vehicle  leasing  company. 

Lease  Plan  asked  500  com¬ 
pany  car  drivers  for  their 
■  views  on  everything  from 
crime  to  congestion  and  dis¬ 
covered  motorists  who  travel 
;  far  and  wide  but  are  prepared 
to  break  speeding  laws  to  get 
to  their  destinations  and  who 
■  see  almost  every  other  motor- 
-  isi  as  a  hindrance.  Even 
;  though  they  know  congestion 
■  is  bad,  they  will  refuse  to  take 
a  train  instead. 

When  asked  who  were  Brit¬ 
ain's  worst  drivers.  60  per  cent 
c  of  them  labelled  “weekend 
motorists'*  with  another  45  per 
-  cent  naming  old  people.  After 
that,  anyone  with  a  caravan, 
lorry  or  Volvo  was  on  the  list  of 
drivers  considered  the  worst 
The  sample  came  from  driv¬ 
ers  who  covered  an  average 
24.527  miles  a  year,  14,627  of 
which  was  on  business,  which 
indicates  a  large  number  of 
company  motorists  wedded  to 
their  cars  for  both  work  and 
private  time,  which  accounted 
for  about  40  per  rent  of  their 
mileage. 

The' importance  attached  to 
a  company  car,  with  its  lack  of 
worry  over  running  costs, 
servicing  and  repairs,  was 
emphasised  by  the  survey.  In  a 
list  of  priorities  it  ranked 
second  only  to  a  pension 
scheme,  with  nearly  half  of  the 
respondents  saying  they 
would  not  take  even  a  £5.000 
rise  as  a  replacement 
However,  the  importance  of 
the  car  and  the  rime  they 
spend  in  it  seems  to  have 
distorted  the  company  car 


•  LONDON 

A4Q6  East  Finchley.  Traffic 
down  to  a  single  lane  on  the 
North  Circular  road 
between  Henley’s  comer  (A1 
Falloden  Way)  and 
Finchley  Hign  Road. 

A406  Upper  Edmonton. 

Major  roadworks  on  Angel 
Road  (North  Circular  Road) 
over  the  Lea  Valley  Viaduct  to 
add  lanes,  flyovers  and 
tunnels. 

A3  Kingston.  Northbound 
lane  closure  on  the  Kingston 
Bypass  between  Shannon 
Comer  (A298)  and  Coombe . 
Lane  junction  (A238)  for 
work  on  Carters  Bridge. 

A302  Westminster. 
Resurfacing  work  on  Victoria 
Street  at  the  function  with 
Great  Smith  Street  and  Broad 


Former  Transport  Minister  Steven  Norris  launches  the  1996  Company  Car  Driver  of  the  Year  competition  organised  by  Lease  Plan  »nH  The  Times 

Skills  needed  for  crowded  streets 


drivers’  view  of  the  world,  if 
the  Lease  Plan  findings  are 
anything  to  go  by. 

Nine  out  of  ten  decided  that 
congestion  on  British  motor¬ 
ways  was  serious,  while  76  per 
cent  decided  that  better  trains 
and  public  transport  was  a 
way  to  solve  the  problem  — 
except  that  when  they  were 
asked  if  they  would  trade  in 
their  cars  for  a 
season  ticket  on  the 
train,  only  26  per  TWC 

cent  said  they 
would.  Sixty  four  ejair 

per  cent  replied  *aiKt 

with  a  definite  no.  tfop\ 

What  company  u 

car  drivers  largely  „py  , 

agreed  on  was  a  3CA 

higher  speed  limit  fUpv 

for  motorways:  al-  ulcj 

most  half  wanted  it  j  • 
raising  to  SOmph,  UlT 

while  a  quarter  ^ 

wanted  to  be  able 
to  travel  at  90mph-  Even  45 
per  cent  of  those  who  admitted 
they  had  been  stopped  by 
police  in  the  past  said  they 
would  travel  at  90mph  if  the 
motorway  was  empty. 

Men  were  more  likely  to  be 
stopped  by  police,  with  52  per 
cent  reporting  they  hare  never 
been  questioned  compared 
with  73  per  cent  of  women. 
Only  16  per  cent  of  the 


Two  even 
said  that 
they  had 
sex  while 
they  were 
driving 


company  drivers  admitted  to 
having  points  on  their  Licence 
although  5  per  cent  had  more 
than  one  offence  logged. 

Just  how  accident-prone 
company  car  motorists  can  be 
though  is  reflected  in  their 
reports  to  insurers.  A  fifth  had 
made  a  claim  in  the  past  year 
and  36  per  cent  in  the  past  five 
years.  Younger  drivers  were 

_  most  accident- 

prone  with  23  per 
2Ven  cen*  motorists  in 

the  17  to  34  age 
that  range  making  a 

claim  in  the  past  12 
hart  months. 

lleuz  Two  in  five  had 
Ujlp  an  accident  with 

IUAC  another  car  in  the 

wprp  past  five  years  - 

and  women  were 
■  more  likely  ro  have 

Lilg  accidents  than 

men.  according  to 
"  foe  Lease  Plan  figf- 

ures.  Forty  one  per  cent  of 
women  told  Lease  Plan  they 
had  a  crash  over  the  period 
compared  with  35  per  cent  of 
men.  Either  company  car  driv¬ 
ers  are  very  good  or  everyone 
else  on  the  road  is  at  fault,  for 
only  23  per  cent  said  the  crash 
was  down  to  them. 

What  the  survey  did  show 
was  that  company  drivers 
need  training  to  cope  safely 


and  comfortably  with  the  long 
hours  and  long  miles  they 
spend  behind  the  wheel 
Lease  Plan,  which  will 
sponsor  the  fourth  Company 
Car  Driver  of  the  Year  compe¬ 
tition  with  The  Times  next 
year,  discovered  that  64  per 
cent  of  drivers  had  never  had 
training,  even  though  they  are, 
in  effect,  being  asked  to  oper¬ 
ate  machinery  worth  E10.000 
and  more.  Of  foe  third  who 
had  been  trained.  74  per  cent 
said  they  definitely  benefited, 
while  eight  out  of  ten  expected 
to  be  offered  lower  insurance 
premiums. 


Government  should 
teach  older  drivers 
new  tricks,  says  IAM 


However,  there  are 
some  things  that 
next  year's  Com¬ 
pany  Car  Driver 
of  the  Year  contest  —  which  is 
due  to  be  launched  in  March 
—  will  not  be  able  to  offer 
advice  on. 

When  asked  what  was  foe 
most  audacious  thing  they  had 
done  in  their  car.  one  in  six 
company  car  drivers  said  sim¬ 
ply:  sex.  Two  even  replied  that 
they  had  sex  while  they  w  ere 
driving.  Quite  how.  they  do 
not  explain  although  we  can 
only  assume  that  'adjustable 
seats  and  steering  wheel 
would  be  essential  require¬ 
ments  for  such  activitv. 
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ITS  HIGH  TIME  foal  driv¬ 
ers  old  and  new  faced  an 
education  programme  to  help 
them  cope  with  modern  traffic 
conditions,  says  the  Institute 
of  Advanced  Motorists.  Alan 
Copps  writes. 

While  the  theory  test  intro¬ 
duced  this  year  caused  some 
controversy,  it  has  also  creat¬ 
ed  an  upsurge  of  interest  in 
how  motorists  learn  to  drive. 
But  this  still  only  applies  to 
the  newly  qualified  ones. 

“What  about  the 
20-odd  million 
drivers  who  are 
finding  traffic  con¬ 
ditions  becoming 
ever  more  de¬ 
manding  and  for  «s 
whom  even  their 
own  ’L’  test  and  foe  Highway 
Cade  are  just  a  distant  memo¬ 
ry?"  asks  Michael  Rabotham, 
Chairman  of  the  1AM.  which 
in  1906  has  been  celebrating 
40  years  of  trying  to  improve 
standards  of  driving  on  Brit¬ 
ain's  roads. 

Mr  Robofoam  said  foal 
road  safety  was  based  on 
three  E’x  engineering,  educa¬ 
tion  and  enforcement,  but  of 
late;  education  had  become 
the  poor  relation.  “It  is  time 
for  a  major  driver-education 
programme  which  goes  far 
beyond  current  drink/drive 
campaigns.  It  is  dear  from  foe 
spectacular  success  of  those 
campaigns  Just  how  much 
can  be  achieved.  Our  firm 
view  is  that  similar  effort 
devoted  to  a  wider  range  of 
driver-education  subjects 


m 


could  make  a  big  impact  on 
road  safety.” 

Mr  Robofoam  also  had 
news  of  a  move  in  foe  right 
direction.  While  for  many 
years  foe  IAM  'was  regarded 
as  an  organisation  serving 
worthy  middle-aged  people, 
more  than  10  per  cent  of 
applicants  for  advanced  driv¬ 
ing  tests  through  foe  IAM  are 
now  aged  under  25.  To  mark 
its  40th  year,  the  organisation 
has  launched  a  series  of 
campaigns,  using 
modem  methods 
such  as  CD-Rom 
courses,  to  make 
more  young  driv¬ 
ers  aware  of  the 
1999  need  for  contin¬ 

uing  training. 

The  call  for  a  Government- 
backed  education  programme 
was  made  to  an  audience  that 
included  John  Bowis,  the 
Minister  for  Road  Safety. 
Robofoam  pointed  out  that  in 
1956.  when  the  IAM  was 
founded,  there  were '  only 
seven  million  vehicles  on  the 
roads,  compared  with  more 
than  25  million  today. 

AS  WELL  AS  some  106.000 
members  who  have  passed  its 
90- minute  advanced  driving 
test  foe  IAM  also  has  a 
commercial  arm.  which  is  one 
of  the  most  active  in  training 
company  car  drivers.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Transport  Research 
Laboratory  figures,  advanced 
motorists  are  involved  in  be¬ 
tween  50  and  75  per  cent  fewer 
accidents  than  average. 


A321 2  Westminster.  Bridge 
Street  and  Victoria 
Embankment  dosed  9pm- 
6am  at  weekends  in  places 
between  Parliament  Square 
and  Westminster  Bridge. 
A224  Saint  Mary  Cray. 

Lana  dosed  on  Sevenoaks 
Way  for  sewer  construction 
work  on  Leesons  HBI. 

•  SOUTH-EAST 
A4  Reading,  Berkshire. 
Restrictions  and  lane  closures 
for  widening  work  between 
the  Hogarth  Roundabout  and 
BurfieW  Road. 

A329H  Reading,  Berkshire. 
One  lane  closed  in  both 
directions  from  10am?3pm 
over  the  M4  at  junction  10, 
between  Reading  and 
Wokingham. 

A27  Brighton.  Overnight 
(10pm-6am)  maintenance 
work  on  the  Brighton 
Bypass  between  Hangleton 
Junction  and  Dttchling 
Road  Bridge.  • 

A23  Patcham,  East  Sussex. 
Lane  dosed  on  the  sftp  roads, 
with  various  other  load 
restrictions  in  place. 

M27  Hampshire.  Long-term 
roadworks  with  a  contraflow  in 
place  between 
Southampton  East  and 
Fareham. 

M25  Surrey.  Restrictions 
and  lane  closures  both  ways 
between  Godstone  and  the 
A3  as  major  widening  work 
continues  along  the  19-mfle 
stretch. 

A3  Surrey.  Hogs  Back 
(A31),  long-term  roadworks  at 
Stag  Hill  flyover.  Various 
restrictions  in  place. 

•  SOUTH-WEST 
A382  Newquay,  Cornwall. 
Temporary  lights  on 
Trevernper  Road. 

A3022  Brixham,  Devon. 

Water  main  work  wider  way 
between  Cudhfli  Road  and 
Town  Hall. 

A30  Victoria,  between 
Indian  Queens  and  Bodmin, 
Cornwall.  Temporary  Bghts 
for  resurfacing  work. 

A35  Barrack  Road, 
Christchurch,  Dorset.  Lane 
dosed  In  both  directions. 


M5  Gloucestershire.  Major 
roadworks  with  only  one  lane 
open  at  roundabout 
junction  with  A419. 

MS  Gloucestershire. 
Contraflow  across  Avonmouth 
Bridge  with  a  SOmph  limit 
Swindon,  Wiltshire. 
Construction  work  on  Fleming 
Way  with  restrictions 
between  the  Magic 
Roundabout  and 
Whalebridge. 

•  MIDLANDS  AND 
EAST  ANGLIA 

Al  Alconbury  Hills, 
Cambridgeshire.  Reduced  to 
one  lane  northbound  at  the 
A14. 

A6  Lockington, 

Leicestershire.  Contraflow 
from  just  north  of  Ml  J24to 
Sawtey  Island,  with  no  right 
turn  Into  Dorrington  Lane. 

AS2  near  Grantham, 
Nottinghamshire.  Temporary 
lights  over  Nottingam  Road 
bridge.  Diversions  via  B1 174 
and  A607. 

A5D0  Staffordshire. 

Contraflow  on  D-road  between 
Talke  and  Stoke-on-Trent 
as  roadworks  continue. 

•  NORTH 

A62  Chadderton,  Greater 
■  Manchester.  M66  construction 
work  on  Oldham  Road  at 
junction  with  Holfinwood 
Avenue. 

A59  Much  Hoole, ' 

Lancashire.  Resurfacing  work 
on  Liverpool  Road  cauang 
major  hold-ups  heading  to  and 
from  Preston. 

Ml  West  Yorkshire.  Major 
oadworks  continue  around  the 
Leeds  junction  with  lane 
and  speed  restrictions.  Delays 
on  Ml,  M621  ami. 

Dewsbury  Road. 

•  WALES 
A482Aberaeron, 

Ceredigion.  Upper  Aberaeron 
Bridge  on  South  Road 
dosed  for  reconstruction  work. 
Diversions  via  Panteg  Road 
and  the  A487. 

A47D  north  of  Cetri  Coed, 
Merthyr  Tydfil,- Temporary 
Tights  on  Brecon  road  for 
major  works.  40mph  on  A466 
at  Cefri  Coed  with  temp 
lights  on  Aberdare  Road. 

M4  Monmouthshire.  Lane 
closures  between  the  Mag  or 
and  Newport  junctions. 

M4  Swansea.  Carriageway 
reduced  to  one  lane  in  both 
directions  for  roadworks 
between  Swansea  and  UanelB. 
A472  Pontypooi,  Torfaen. 
Contraflow  between 
Pontymoile  and  Heron 
roundabout 

•  SCOTLAND 

M8  Edinburgh.  Junction  2 
Newbridge  Spur  <M9).  Major 
roadworks,  with  lane 
dosures  on  the  roundabout 
A9  Green  loaning,  Perth  & 
Kinross.  Contraflow  four  miles 
east  of  DunkeJd. 

A898  Ersklne  Bridge,  Ren¬ 
frewshire.  Bridge  only  open  to 
car  and  light  vehicles. 


*  4wn*  Beefy 
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Hunters  and  their  opponents  are  increasingly  locked  in  a  4x4  off-road  pursuit.  Simon  Hacker  reports 

Making  tracks  to  save  the  deer 


The  scene  is  familiar  from  a 
thousand  Christmas 
cards:  the  stirrup  cup  in 
some  idyllic  village  or  the 
pink-dad  huntsmen  m  foil-cry 
across  a  snowy  landscape.  But  the 
reality  today  is  one  Of  conflict  and 
the  dash  between  hunters  and  their 
oppCBoentsisaslikriytoberrfkxted 
in  their  choice  of  vehicles  as  ir  is  in 
their  views. 

The  horse  is  now  far.  the  brave 
and  hardy  few.  The  majority  of . 
hunt  supporters  prefer  the  comforts 
of  a  four-whed  drive  to  an  oat- 
driven  thoroughbred.  So  if  you 
want  to  foUcsv  a  1990s  hunt  pursue 
the  scent  of  dkseL 
But  not  all  -  who  follow  are 
followers.  On  the  Devon  and 
Somerset  border,  deep  in  the  Exe 
valley  and  the  surrounding  dense 
forest  a  wdLscripted  battle  is 
under  way.  The  semantics  art  of 
forth  and  daw.  fait  the  real  means 
of  combat  between  the 
huntsmen  and  their 
long-term  adversaries, 
the  League  Against  Cru¬ 
el  Sports,  now  He  in  the 
vocabulary  of  beefy 


In  hunting's  pink  cor¬ 
ner  are  Zand  Rover. 

Mitsubishi  and  even  the 
odd  Jeep,  white  the  more 
politically  red  team  is 
made  up  by  Suzuki. 

Daihatsu  and  Toyota. 

The  League's  4x4  stable 
for  hunt  monitoring  is 
crucial  to  its  strategy.  From  its  off¬ 
road  fleet  it  stays  as  dose  to  the 
heart  erf  the  chase  as  possible, 
recording  all  the  information  it  can 
and.  crucially,  waiting  to  witness 
any  trespass  on  to  League  land. 

Thanks  to  the  growing  strength 
of  its  membership,  the  anti-hunt 
pressure  group  has  not  only  bought 
the  vehides  but  has  purchased 
2,000  acres  of  land,  peppering  rite 
ancient  hunting  map  with  a  grape- 
shot  of  no-go  areas.  Most  of  these, 
says  its  head  of  West  Country 
Operations,  Graham  Siri,  centre 
around  St  Nicholas  Priory,  near 
Dulverton,  Somerset. 

“The  sanctuaries  axe  scattered 
throughout  prime  huntmg  country 
and  are  often  life-savers  for  a  deer 
on  the  ran  —  but  they'd  be  of 
limited  protection  without  our  off- 
roaders,"  he  says. 

At  the  first  tally-ho,  the  league 
looks  to  have  a  good  head  start  The 
hounds  move  off  in  search  of  their 
quarry,  but  the  three-car  team 


Toucan 
endup 
stuck  ina 
lane  with 
nowhere 
to  go’ 


From  the  passenger  seat  of  the 
Suzuki  Vitara  JIX,  Shi’S  assistant 
-fill  Neild  wolds  a  camcorder, 
occasionally  jumping  out  on  to  the 
verge  and  shooting  a  quick  reel.  In 
turn,  die  is  filmed  by  a  Jen-driving 
lady  parked  dose  behind-  But  .  she 
seems  unconcerned — being  at  the 
right  spot  quickly  is  crucial  to 
maintain  media  interest 

Last  season. images  of  a  trespass¬ 
ing  bai&wmnan  responding  to  a 
call  of  nature  mare  fundamental 
lhan  hunting  itself  were  flashed 
around  the  world  —  ail  thanks  to 
the  easy  camera  angle  afforded  by  a 
lofty  4x4 

“If  you  follow  the  hunt  in  a 
standard  saloon,  you  Ye  unlikely  to 
catch  very  much  at  all,"  Sir! 
orphans. 

Gory  pictures  of  a  kill  are  often 
declined  by  news  editors,  but 
recorded  proof  erf  trespass  can  land 
a  huntmaster  in  court  and  lead  to  a 

_  possible  injunction-  Bui 

here’s  the  catch:  the 
League's  team  are  well- 
known  to  die  hunt's 
large  body  of  car-boiund 
followers. 

Indeed  most  of  them 
seem  to  be  on  speaking 
terms  with  the  support¬ 
ers.  And  while  it  may 
seem  unfair  to  suggest 
that  mobile  followers 
would  deliberately  ' risk 
rural  road  rage  by  im- 
pedmg  the  League's 
progress  along  the  nar¬ 
row  lanes,  mysterious  4x4  traffic 
jams  are  a  frequent  occurrence.  If 
they  were  just  passing  through. 
Home  Counties  hofidaymakers 
could  be  easily  forgiven  tor  think¬ 
ing  themselves  on  some  muddy 
version  of  tbe  M25. 

-  “I .  can  drive  100  miles  in  the 
course  of  a  day’s  hunt,"  says  Kevin 
H3L  the  League's  sanctuaries  of¬ 
ficer  and  keen  Daihatsu  Fourtrak 
man.  “But  you  can  end  up  stuck  in 

a  lane  with  nowhere  to  go.” 

WLadb  is  why  ah  the  vehides  are 
kitted  out  with  a  Philips  radio  link- - 
“We  never  stay  together,”  says  Siri, 
“but  we’re  in  constant  contact  and 
use  radio  communkatioo  to  pin¬ 
point  oar  positions  because  it's 
more  difficult  to  listen  in  on  titan  a 
standard  CB." 

League  staff  catalogue  and  report 
events  winch  they  say  prove  them 
lo  be  as  much  a  target  as  the  stag 
they  protect  “We  have  had  a  lot  of  . 
petty  theft  firm  the  vehicles  if  we 
have  to  leauelhem  in  ahurry.  that's 
why  the  League  badges  we  use  are 
magnetic,  so  they  can  be  quickly 


Graham  Sir!  and  Kevin  HID  of  the  League  Against  Cmsel  Sports  with  their  stable  of  vehicles:  “If  you  follow  the  hunt  in  a  standard  saloon,  you’re  unlikely  to  catch  much  at  all" 


removed  and  make  the  vehides  less 
noticeable,"  says  H3L 

Despite  the  radio  commentary 
and  the  ebb  and  flow  erf  followers’ 
cars,  it's  hard  to  know  what’s  going 
on  in  the  motorised  age  of  hunting. 
But  by  lunchtime,  it  becomes  dear 
that  the  red  deeF  —  and  the  red 
team  —  have  dhaefaed  victory.  The 
pink  team  locked  confident,  but 
failed  to  score. 

But  in  a  local  fanner’s  field,  the 
Devon  and  Somerset  Stagbounds 


seem  cheery  enough  as  they  box 
their  horses  and  return  to  their  off- 
roaders.  Some  even  smile  and  bid 
good-day  to  the  League  observers 
as  they  drive  away. 

Janet  George,  spokeswoman  for 
the  British  Field  Sports  Society 
hunts  with  the  Wheatland  Fox 
Hounds,  deep  in  the  heart  of 
Shropshire.  Bramble,  a  trusty 
fainting  hack,  is  her  chief  offroad 
companion,  fart  the  real  workhorse 
is  a  1984  petrol-driven,  short  wheel¬ 


base  Land  Rover,  in  regulation 
“faded  green". 

“irs  what  we  call  ‘deep  and 
holding’  country  —  perhaps 
because  if  you  stray  six  inches  off 
tiie  road,  you  Ye  in  deep  and  maybe 
kept  on  hold  for  a  long  time.  You 
need  both  a  car  and  a  horse  that 
can  plug  mud  and  keep  going." 

When  horse  rider  and  car  are  not 
hitched  in  happy  transit  the  Land 
Rover  serves  as  an  excellent  obser¬ 
vation  vehicle.  “|ft  not  an  essential 


for  following  the  hounds  by  car.  but 
a  sturdy  four  wheel  drive  helps  — 
you  can  park  well  dear  of  the  road 
and  entrances  and  you  get  a  much 
better  view  of  the  hounds." 

Back  in  Somerset,  the  end  of  a 
hunt  often  marks  feeding  time  for 
the  100-strong  herd  at  the  League's 
St  Nicholas  sanctuary  —  another 
job  for  the  4x4.  The  League  hauls  a 
special  mix  of  trace  elements  and 
vitamins  to  the  deer  with  the  hdp  of 
a  Toyota  Hilux.  Sanctuary  worker  . 


Kevin  Dillon  says  a  tough  off- 
roader  is  crucial  come  tea-time. 

“They  are  wild  animals  and  its 
important  not  to  get  too  dose.  If 
they  get  accustomed  to  human 
contact  it  could  be  to  their  danger. 
So  we  need  to  move  in  with  the  feed 
and  be  away  quickly.  A  four-wheel 
drive  pick-up  is  just  the  job." 

At  a  safe  distance,  the  deer 
munch  indifferently.  After  all, 
hunting  these  days  is  something 
that  mostly  happens  on  the  road. 


Daihatsu  Fourtrak.  Suzuki  Vitara  and  Toyota  Hflux:  “We  use  radio  communication  to  pinpoint  our  positions" 


Riders  and 

a 

drivers  on 
the  road 
to  disaster 

Brian  Pedley  on  the  dangers  when 
two  forms  of  horse  power  collide 


MKEAflBON 


Three  years  ago.  Eleanor 
Hill  achieved  her  life- 
time's  ambition  of  owp- 
■  inga  horse.  Now.  aged  24,  and 
after  more  than  14  years  in  the 
saddle,  she  vows  never  to  ride 
again.  One  midsummer  eve¬ 
ning  last  year,  on  a  quirt  B- 
road  near  Warwick,  a  adfaston 
_  with  a  ear  left  her  prized  horsa 
Terrapin,  so  appallingly  in¬ 
jured  that  he  had  to  be  shot 
,  where  he  lay.  With  his  back 
2  and  both  rear  legs  broken,  the 
animal  died  in  unspeakable 

agonv.  _ 

*  Eleanor,  who  was  thrown  15 
feet  through  the  air.  stffl  tas 
nightmares.  “It  was  bad 
*  enough  going  through  all  of 
char  once,  ler  alone  every  ume 
you  shut  your  eyes."  she  says. 
■  "My  mother,  who  was  nd- 

ing  with  me.  saw  everythmg. 

She  got  covered  in  my  horsed 

Wood.  I  was  her  darimg 
daughter  and  she  thought  i 
tos  dad.  For  her. 
homfe  —  but  m  a  totally 
different  way."  . 

Every  year,  says  the 

Hone  Sorasy.  at  feast  ±000 
riders  are  involved  in  acci¬ 


dents  involving  motor  vehi¬ 
des,  with  most  occurring  on 
sleepy  rural  roads.  The  conse¬ 
quences  can  be  catastrophic: 

fekanor  HID  was  so  deeply 
traumatised  that  she  now 
dreads  the  open  road  and  has 
had  to  abandon  her  career  as  a 
Press  and  Sponsorship  Assis¬ 
tant  with  tiie  British  Show 
Jumping  Association.  ~t  could 
no  longer  actually  cope  with 
going  to  the  draws  became  it 
was  too  painful  I  have  only 
recently  stopped  having  coun¬ 
selling.  I  won’t  even  walk  ray 
dog  era  the  roads  now." 

When  a  car  collides  with  a 
fully-grown  adult  horse,  it 
strikes  an  awesome  half  a  ton 

or  more  of  bone  and  musde. 

"I  even  get  motorists  phon¬ 
ing  me  after  they  have  been 
involved  in  a  horserolaied 
accident”  says  the  BHS’S  Di- 
reaor  of  Safety,  Lesley  Bflling- 
hatn.  “It's  not  only  the  horse 
and  rider  that  are  trauma¬ 
tised,  but  equally  the  *iwer 

because  they  have  been  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  reality  of  it. 

This  year,  the  BHS  joined 
forces  with  the  Department  of 


Some  mntorels  resent  the  presence  of  horse -riders -on  the  roads,  but.  while  they  -would  prefer  not  to  use  them,  they  often  must  to  reach  bridleways 

wide  clearance  before 


Transport  for  a  campaign  to 
persuade  drivers  to  show 
more  consideration  towards 
horses  being  ridden  and  driv¬ 
en  or  tiae  reads.  Some  300.000 
copies  of  a  leaflet.  Horse 
Sense,  are  being  distributed. 
And  the  BHS  is  about  to  mark 
its  Golden  JnbSse  with  an 
even  larger  campaign.  Road 
Safety  2000,  to  promote  its 
own  road  safety  test  among 
Britain's  three  million  riders. 


For  the  moment,  motorists 
are  Biffin  gharri's  principal  tar¬ 
get.  Tbeir  sheer  lack  of  under¬ 
standing  is  the  major  problem, 
she  says.  “My  own  feedback  is 
that  drivers  very  often  perceive 
riders  as  people  wfth  too  much 
Insure  time  and  probably  too 
much  money . . .  and  thatthey 
shouldn’t  be  era  the  road  at  all. 

“But  a  lot  of  people  are 
riding  because  irs  their  job. 
Any  horses  in  work  or  in 


competition  need  to  be  exer¬ 
cised.  Even  if  they  are  leisure 
riders,  what  motorists  forget  is 
that  they've  probably  been 
working  hard  all  day." 

Motorists  and  riders  both 
share  a  responsibility  to  be 
.aware  qf  each  others  needs, 
Bellingham’  argues. 

The  leaflet  has  recently 
been  addressed  from  the  mo¬ 
torist's  point  of  view.  There  is 

guidance  in  the  Highway 


Code,  but  it’s  aimed  more  at 
the  rider.  Riders  prefer  not  to . 
use  the  roads.  Let’s  make  that 
clear.  But  they  have  to  use 
them  in  order  to  get  to  off-road 
facilities  such  as  bridleways. 

The  fact  that  a  horse  is 
being  ridden  doesn’t  change 
his  natural  instincts.  He’s 
unpredictable.  He’s  strong 
and  easily  frightened.  The 
only  way  to  meet  a  horse  is  to 
slow  right  down  and  to  give  a 


very 
passing. 

“If  the  rider  requests  you  to 
stop  or  slow  down,  there’s 

usually  a  very  good  reason. 
Either  they  can  hear  or  see 
something  up  ahead  that  the 
driver  cannot,  or  they  can 
sense  an  impending  reaction 
from  their  horse." 

For  motorists,  the  manoeu¬ 
vring*  of  riders  are  wrongly 
perceived  as  illogical  or  eccen¬ 


tric.  Why,  for  example,  do 
horses  always  seem  to  be 
ridden  in  double  file?  “Some¬ 
one  may  be  training  the  inside 
horse  to  traffic  and  accompa¬ 
nying  it  with  an  older,  steadier 
animal.”  explains  Billingham, 
“Or  the  rider  may  be  a  novice 
or  a  young  person  —  which  is 
another  good  reason  for  hav¬ 
ing  them  on  the  inside.  And  if 
it’s  a  big  group  of  horses  we 
actually  advise  to  ride  double 
file  because  it’s  easier  for 
drivers  to  pass  a  shorter  group 
than  a  long  string." 

Riders  also  tend  to  keep 
to  the  left,  even  when 
turning  right  Again, 
Billingham  and  the  BHS  rec¬ 
ommend  this  as  precisely  the 
sort  of  practice  that  saves  lives. 

“A  rider  never  sensibly  puts 
his  horse  between  two  flows  of 
traffic  because  foe  animal  is 
easily  panicked  and  there  is  no 
escape  route." 

Last  year,  a  Keni-based 
company  launched  a  sonic  de¬ 
vice  for  drivers  to  place  in  their 
vehides  to  warn  animals  of 
their  approach.  The  Animal 
Warning  Alert  was  tried  by 
Billingham  and  BHS  mem¬ 
bers  and  found  wanting. 

"We  passed  horses  and  dogs 
on  roads,  but  they  didn't  seem 
to  react  in  any  way.  There’s  no 
way  you  can  tell  It  isnY 
working  because  it’s  inaudible 
to  humans.  And!  think,  with  a 
rider,  you  don’t  want  your 
horse  moving  away  if  there’s 
nowhere  for  h  to  go." 

For  the  BHS.  mere  can  be 
no  substitute  for  “horse  sense". 
For  one-time  rider,  Eleanor 
Hill,  it  will  be  for  others  to 
benefit  from  the  campaign. 
“I’ll  never  ride  again  . . . 
never."  she  insists.  “J  couldn’t 
ever  risk  seeing  another  horse 
in  pain." 

77ie  leaflet  Horse  Sense  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Department  of 
Transport  in  association  with  the 
British  Hone  Society.  British 
Equestrian  Centre.  Stoneldgh 
Park.  Kenilworth.  Warwickshire 
OV2LR.  Tel: 01203 mtffT. 
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SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28  1996 


AUDI  APPROVED 


If  you've  bought  a  used  Audi  and  want  to  turn  back 
the  clock,  please  do. 


1' 


Contact  us  to  find  out  more  about  our  14  day  exchange  plan. 

Audi  Approved  Used  Cars  0345  55  22  66 


Audi  at 
Dovercourt 


Dovercourt  Audi 

si  a st ivo  tv. ci m  auo» 


313, SB? 


■  F-c;  ri:ii3v,v!i? 

■  Carp.-oii"-;.--.! 
•vllllt*  •!■ 


■  m:::;:  .:|i|ro  t::i 
■2 


V  4lUUUhrk.fc(kB _ M6 

«  U  too  U&hk  late  Line - TO 

a  — a»  | 

«  >UIS;wteMT|initeg%atLfctttc-WJg 
»  liOdteltefc  Wldte.ft*rSa£5teL/fcp  JQk  I 
«s  JW6 

S  I*5*50tekJ«MW[*lte.lW — OK 

Hi  CUB 

ft  ’JGMdjaU.KAK - - — CUE  1 

«  Utta**.*5ftlbfe<hteQte.«pSft4-BJR 

W  - - - : — DUE 

« - CUE 

»  Mus.[ete..4*a«« - a* 

»  Off 

ft  mi fckfefe.KH - CUE 

Gi  UTR5^UtU^«SMiAhB_ - DUE 

ft  BUEteiWaiiht&UK&arf _ _ _ BUB 

ft  ASaK!fi.ttB.M.& - CUE 

K  Jp 


_  Audi 

H.R.  Owen  Audi 

Telephone:  0131  205  5050 


Audi 

VdfipfunQ  ditreh  Tochnlk 


Franklin  Audi... 

the  forecast  is  quattro. 


SEP 
95  M 
9;m 
5SH 
S5H 
«5N 
95P 
951 
Eli 


5T 

1ST 

•ITT 
1 1T 
331 
JT 


A?  4.2  q.M^.'c  STGaT  ***** 

62  4.2  ;u;tlrD  ***■»* 
fi54.2  -jj?tlro  ***** 

CO  C3Uf  E  q.'.;!t:T3  ***** 

S2  C03FE  1-JsJti;  ***** 

J£  S41C3H  iwttro  ***** 

fi 2.2 qp-sitio  ***** 

VS  4.2  qparjs  WTO  ***** 

1  CO  2  3  cujtlro  ** 

Audi  Q uuP 

O  >13  263  3431  Eves  0639  493490 

ArwT.sia  :•?  c*ss  ava-lasic  tvfpv  SPicsncAT-fe 
c?i:j  ;  oats  Su:.cat  n  c.  a  svt:jer  ccviv-m  


FPO.fi. 
•:33.sca 
□3.:iiC 
922.500 
921  .ISO 
F  33,0:0 
FP.U.fi. 
£21.003 
Cl  1.753 


WINTER  COLLECTION 

call:  0410  303669 


>;  ■  ■  ■■  ;•••.. f  c .  l-  .  :■ 


.'.■  -.<■  n . .  -i 


Saaaa^ji 3B5 


Chevin  0030 

MMnpMganiaMAuoi 

MUMtCBOSMtoUnfe 


100%  galvanised  steel.  Cast  iron  dealers. 


Audi  Approved  Used  Cars  0345  55  22  06 


Vonprung  dwrah  T«hnlk 


BMW  WANTED 


MOTORS 


IVER  VILLAGE  CARS 

QUALITY  AUDI  SPECIALISTS 


®*N*  AS  ZSQubBid  Estate,  Quartz.  cSmate.  RR.  aloys  ._ 

94T_'  S4  Estate  Auto.  Volcano.  climate,  roar  seat,  ESS* _ 

9dV  S2  Coupe.  Stiver  /  leather,  afi’con.Qepeed _ 

WM'  Coupe  28  Quadra,  Siber.  air  con.  artjag,  afloys  — 
831.'  SZ  Estate.  IntSgo.  6  speed,  Avuo  afloyn.  CD.  ESR  _. 

WIC  Cabriolet  23  E,  White  I  Bkn  hood  — _ _ _ _ 

9T’H,S2  Coupe  Pearl  White /leather.  AC.  CD _ _ 

ECM'M  IS  Amazon.  ESR,  EW _ 

941'  TOO  20  E  Estate.  Back.  ESR,  RR.  alloys,  36k . . 

93T-'  84  model  100  28  SE  Estate  Black,  alloys,  FVr.  ESR  . 

83 1C  Coupe  2fi  E.  White .  17"  afcys.  AB3  _ _ _ 

SOX  BO  2.0  E  Estate  Auto.  ESR.  ABS.  45k _ ........ 

33TC  1002.6  E  Estate  krfqo,  ESR.  CD.  wtout _ 


IVER,  BUCKS 

Tel:  01753  650909  Fax:  01 753  651 019 


..£21895 

_ £18895 

— £17896 
..£13885 
-£13985 
...£13885 
-£12985 
-£12495 
--£11995 
-£10995 
— £9495 


If  you’re 

paying 
over 

£300 

l  to  insure  your 

Audi 


Call  now. 
Save  pounds. 

privilege 

INSURANCE 

e aw:  i%  !**  sol"*  tr»*  o*  c*. 


BMW  WANTED 


540i 

P  reg.  250  mb.  Cosno 
W**/Q»yHcl*.63pd 
rrwiuat  X-Spoke  Sotted  aftjy. 
MuU-Fuicdan  Sl/whart.  Mem 
Ma.CO. 

£48,600- 

Sun  ft  Mon  0468  3375S1. 
Tltet  01628783828 


735  iSE 

Aure.  WC. dut  preeo  /ucVSe 

le^ber  aa.  All  extra,  a*.-  mr 
cm  6ZK  tnli.  FB2.ru/SR 

Imurnhir  r.-oodltfoo. 

£11.500  080. 
Teld»372  463261 


But  we  do  but 

QUALITY  HIGH  SPEC. 
LOW  MILEAGE  BMWS 


If  you’re 

paying 

over 

£300 

to  insure  your 

BMW 


Call  now. 
Save  pounds. 


INSURANCE 

E-opJ  t\  Tfc  Bow<  Ox*  <*  Scaund  pc 

0113  292  555F 


m 

Stephen  Janies 

Friendly  Advice  or 
Valuation  of  all  SMWs 
nationwide 

Matthew  Cooper 
0181367  2626 
0860  855850  Vfir 


CITROfiN 


CLASSIC  CARS 


1977  BhjP^p.  RMyhafanrcdia 
Itaofc  CanMft>Mr,  *4rii  Beipnd; 
ltekic.Bm4rWlD.OpB- 

Hrt  /V&  T«p.  Mk.  be  and. 
Ncwfatrbmak 

Cl 1,000,  or  wfl  part  «-for 
Prom). 

01625  511589(0), 


EXECUTT\rE  CARS 


WmB 

m 


0181-802  9430 


wrissenfei 


Tel:  01732  884408 


SomriaBlM-Bm  BriaptaCMn-ltraib  ha'HlIBM 


FERRARI 

AUTHORISED 


FERRARI 


m Lancaster 

COLCHESTER 

5X  355 

r«o?.:  -C?  eoo 

6X  348 

Fro*.:  «:J6.?oo 

4X  308/328 

tro:.;  ri »  ~oo 


Contact  Steve  Ccckett 

01206  855500 

....v.  "Tilt.1;-:- 


MONDIAL  8 

Rosso/Black.  57K,  81 
X,  Full  Ferrari  SH. 
superb  example. 
£15,500. 

0117  9584040. 


FORD 


FERRARI 


THUU 

Technical  perfection. 


if .  lAOcki  '.v  —crc 
(rlorrrjlicn  ;iho^‘. 
~-u‘y  anc pcoioct 
•■cr.pe.  p>Mse  .*  fcci.i 
=5  err.  01275-34CKO* 
r 

Thole'  Lto-  Uoib,  4-5 
Ccocorde  Dttv* 

5C  Bu5irr«.*  Centre 
ClevKloo 

Erntci  BS21  6UH 


n<fr.*esr  tort; 

:-:c- t-r.-  r  c-  T,-.#  -  r.r.'.c.i-.  o: 

•W  C?  evr.-  '.  '  C  '  ZV-rrx  to 

st.te::  '.r>or!  ^  ~,?c  appcuto  :*:ct 

sv-u: T.i'e  "j.-  .•>».. 

^"5  r.s-.-.  .vlr*  a  rev.  atr.rp 

a -a  iic ’ jr.tr.:  ~  < 

Ti-.-j  •  r  :.  :u'  'Jv  A.r- 
t^K.  C-:::c-=c  Cm  Cl— p:>  to 
r-'-ZT_'  :cc:r  u'2  ~p. 

a.-:;  :nc-  -  v  2Cc::i  tec-. 


328GTS 

19S8. 28.000  miles,  FSH& 
warranty,  rosso  red, 
cir-jim  interior. 
£*L580. 

Td.  01223  577477(0) 
01954  232194  (hj 


Spyder,  P  keg.  Le  Mans 
BloeACrema.  800  mifea 
only.  £106.000. 

Phone  David  on 
0115  9474557  or  * 
0850  8500 1L 


EXECUTIVE  CARS 


328  GTS 

KUkRtfCMmlUL 
ABS.  dr  rang  daBtfewot). 

£49,000. 
inc  plata 
01483208666. 
Private. 


Thtea  Maa  as.  823  -  Alpln.  700 

Aerodynamic  roof  box  mdi 
variable  CuCk-Retaase  fittings  and 
central  locking  system. 


-j-iEROKEE  L 
SE 

««.  Bhefc.  Ml  >pec  Sde  rap*- 
£17J50 
01525851480/ 

0385  335079. 


If  you’re 

paying! 
over 

£300! 

to  insure  your! 

4x4 


_  Call  now. 
Save  pounds. 

privilege 

INSURANCE 

BatM  tv  W»  tort  Bart.  cTSceOna  pt 

(M3  292  5555 


WRANGLER 
4.0  Ltd 
Auto 

94L23k.RH.MUMR.hhr. 

ybr.enmtABn 


£14000  one 
0181974  6076. 


BMW  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


BMW  AUTHORISED  DEALERS  (NOW  0N-UNE) 

For  an  Approved  Used  Car  brochure  and  details  of  your  nearest  dealer  call  0800  325600  or  E-Mail  via  the  BMW  UK  Web  site^ http://www.bmw.co.uk 


This  is  just  a 

$1H  BSOOAUT0  5;:rtt«als.ii,jpr.-«ic 

SJBVMmjMX-SMkH.i.-U'tl  fitOiort  F5300 
v  sJociainoMtoi  st  fuss: 

SW  liCCi  AUT0icll«d  X-io:k«.  Stivc’.-^ic  1ST  F41I50 
*H  MOCi  SS?0  KAX  Soltek  X-cckes  13  &  UT 
*e?  TSthfcrTO&p'-'f  BT  Z5MSC 

50*  T3W.  EJJ7D  Scpn+i  OT  n«5C 

86P  /ifliWIOMHis-'iSw;  7T  FC*50 

96*  74a*JT04,4CVi:tftZ  “  fjT  F5J50 
9CT  TKiAtnOCo^ilsT.itib.rim.TVmcn  51  03560 


SNAPSHOT... 


*»  T35<  AUTOCUE. trl .  es^'s.tftJS 
fli  735:  *JJT0  SE  tnn*r  air.  CP i*jU: 
991  7jO:HnO/Ul!Di;F  Ufvjrccdl 
EX  73Ci  WTO  VB  Goad  Sp:c 
96*  TZSiJUROUniiX-wafcej'rji 
<&>  raiWTgGCGitS*r« 

96*  6©fil,ST!TTS:L»7[T.»ir.fl«Hrs 


540iVJTDtx2?BfJ?c^TlvaK,  JU  F2B2M 


lapshot...  call  (or  the  big  picture-. 

or  croc  »i  sawrat«5i&w.TrtD»r-ipdB 
fit  5iowroistaBOr,ait}*r..lrtror? 
Kd  5ajv«rt^jtoc 

?3l  530 ilfTO Irrt'xr Ewaa -Ptrr  ?-nn 

BCH  JWT3S>tin  Inner  25  CD 

wi  savofirwfltf  ji’w.cd 
**  sr:aiH*tiranttA;r.c.-3M,jMo 
96?  »3i^'V,3JUarrtTTCHlftlTuL;5«: 
S5W  *3  urau  3.0  US  lino  Air  FA3 
**  KJT>ocojmaf'r  air  tea  CS 
7f  C5FSJ  X*  KJ  EVO  4GRAuto  2-r.  RSI 

nr  nssci  swnaamv-SecKSw: 

1BT  FDSftfi  35*  -’OUBT^ioylcifi  EW 
55T  F195C0  95*  CMV  Vr>3  Se*; 

£31253  9fP  sarMWAtaleatif 
at  C3IOE  ca  325* MTTiJ STOUT  fcf.  ESR,  CO 
111  WM  E5P»Y5jrrt=3t 

55*  ItBltCmcTSEJj^rT.rn 


Sytnerdirect. 

Olio  9241144 


First  Front 

V/IMBLEDON  S  NEW  BMW  DEALER 


96N  329  SE  Arctic  SSwr, 

Black  U».  «C.  10k  Q4.W5 

S3L  325  TDSSE  ATOM:  SWer, 
Gro y  CM».  Radio.  35k  £15,995 
96N  31  ■  0  Auto  Coupa 
Montreal  8*».  FCflH.  FuD 
Colour,  CSX  Naan.  SH  .£19^99 
89K  3191*  Coup.  Dtemorxl 
Stack.  Crey  Cloth.  E3R.  Cross 
SpotaE.  Rada  Atann.  53KC1 3,985 
MM  319TI  Corepres  Sport 

bytmtaim  wkcismb 
93K  31M  Conv  Bright  Rod. 
Stack  UMlw.  Zflk  ■  £14.485 

MANY  MORE 

©CARS  AVAILABLE 

01815426000 

Samtey  11m-4fn 


Rydale  Cars 

98P  S28i  SE  ManuaL  Ghiei 
Cteen.  Leather  GamiruveaHOns 
packet  .  £36,495 

501 6281  SEAUBRB8&  (MOd 
Green.  Leater  h^i  spec  53SBB6 
96N  52a  S£  Autom^jc, 
Ci/dvj  Red.  Leahac  RgH 

emc . . . J2S395 

96N  5231  SE  Marurt,  Ccwm; 

LedthetQofnnwKatbns 

cackerc . _£31A® 

96N  523ISE  Automatic. 

OxJbdGieen _  .-£29^495 

96N  525  IDS  SE  Manual 

0*fcrd  Green  . £28/195 


10121  552  2825 


Sunday  0121  477  8478 


icr/c  wMti -."*e wr. fir.i.-w.  mji«-_*c*dd£*i£R3»*^5  * vmch  are aiwiaaoiv 


Cots  wo  id  © 


98P  8401A  Orient  Blue.  X -Spokes,  Ex-Ctetno _ £  POA 

88P  8401A  Arctic  Stfver.  Aipma  AJJoys _ £  POA 

95M740I  Ascot  Green.  22K  _ _ £36,495 

92K  525  Spt  Granite.  Air  Cor.,  DiChjonre.  53X  £14^95 

9SN  SBO  SE  Oxford  Green.  A/C,  ABoys,  1 4K _ .£16,995 

96P  M3  Conv  Boston  Green,  HtTop.  A’G . _..£  POA 

96P  328  A  Coupe  Mcraa  Green,  Ai'C,  Ex-0ema£  POA 
96N  328i  conv  Montreal  Blue,  A/C.  Lttr.  14K  ..-£33^495 
996325  ACpe Bright  Red.  ESa  ATays. Z7K  ..,.£20595 

95N  325  TDS  ASE  Arcfce  Grey.  A/C,  24K _ £20,495 

96P  323  A  Coupe  Bright  Red.  ESR.  Ex-D9ri»  ~£  POA 
96P  32W  A  Tour  Boston  Green.  ESR.  Alloys..— £  POA 
96N  320  ASE  Calypso  Red.  ESR.  Al^ys.  IQK  -£20.995 

93K  3201 A  Coupe  Brilliant  Red.  ESR.  19K  . . £16^495 

89G  3201  Tour  Diamond  BBc,  A'toys.  73K . . £  8,495 

96P  318  TDS  SE  Arctic  Silver,  ESR.  Ex-Demo  .£  POA 
S5M31Bi  Convertible  Dark  Hue.  Alloys.  UK  .-.£21,995 

96N  3181  SE  Arctic  SHver,  ESR,  Alloys.  Fogs . £18^495 

96P  3161  Bri^it  Red.  Air  Gon.  Alarm.  Ex-Damo.£  POA 

95M  31  GI  Alaska  Blue,  ESR.  Alarm,  25K _ £13.995 

S3L  3181  Calypso  Rod.  ESR.  3SK  . . -£12^495 

Over  45  Used  Cars  Available 


Arrowed 

Lteed 

Cars 


Tewkesbury  Road,  Cheltenham,  Gfducestershire 

Telephone:  01242  p7 8838 

Open  7  days  3  week  Sunday  IQ.ijOarn  -  4.00pm 


Stephen  James 
Clock  Parade,  London  Road 
Enfield  EN2  6JG 

B8N  M3  Eve  Conv  Dakar  YfeOAtfBft  Uhr,  G'Spec.  5K _ .£32,995 

B5N  M  Saloon  Avus  Bfcj^Qtx*  Uhr,  FuE  Spec— _ £25^93 

KM  M3  Cpa  Cosmos  BadtfStew  Uhr.  FuS  Spec  17K 

Mil  M3  Opm  Daytona  VkMet'1/3  Grey  Uhr,  RISpafer,  35KK28b995 

94L  M3  Cpe  Auus  Bue'SIver  Llhr,  A/C.  Allays,  29K  —  £23.996 

S3L  8500  A  Bngw  Redftbek  Uhr,  hbgtl  Spec  33K _ £40^95 

84M  8400  Awo  Orient  Bue/S3rer  Uhr.  Good  Spec  35K  £37395 
81H  7aa  ASE  Laser  BoeSher  Uhr.  ft*  SE  Spec  29K-E15.485 

96N  74«  V8  4,4  MQjawBrwrtVSand  Sage  Uhr.  5K _ £  POA 

MM  7<a  V8O*JortGre»tfSandB«a0Unr.  iiK._..,„„_E3A995 
95M  74M  VB  Cosmos  BaddGrsy  Uhr.  Good  Spec  —.—..£30,995 

ML  7301  VB  Suritns  SdveriBlk  Llhr.  Good  Spec  33K £23395 

98P  789  VBOidORl  GraacySond  Beige  Uhr.  8K _ £  POA 

9W  735  V8  Cosmos  Bfc’Sand  Bege  Uhr,  I0K _ £  POA 

95N  5401  VS  Ascot  Grean/SUver  Uhr.  Air  Con.  7K.__. -.-£31,995 

96N  525  SE  Auto  Somento  Btue/Gray  Leaner,  20K - £23.995 

B2K  529  SEAuiO  Island  GreeWParotaneni.  GTS.  40K— £15,495 

96N  52U  58  Auto  Fjate  Grey/SAw  Cloth.  Ifflt _ 1».W5 

94L  5201  ASE  SterinpSihorinc  Uhr.  A/C.  OBC - £16^95 

93X  3251  Auto  Conv  Diamond  Black/SIver  Lttv.  IQK - E18585 

S3E  32SI  Man  Conv  Arcac/Bladt  Llhr.  OBC.  CD.  26K — £24^95 

96N  3281 M  Coupe  Boston/Beige  Uhr,  Auto  A/C,  9K - S36.993 

85N  3281  A  Cowpo  Mona  Greenli  Grcy  Llhr,  A/C.  39K  -£23,495 

9411  325  Coopo  Jet  SWtfAfflh  CfeXh,  ESR  AC.  !6K _ £19^95 

BSN  319 S Com* Cosmos BtadtfArthiaate CtoBi. 6K— £20^95 

95M  3ia  S  Coite*  Bright  Red/Anttradle  Vekxjr.  llK. _ £17.995 

SSM  318  S  Coupe  Alpme  Whom**  BtaaWBlour.  14K  .£17595 

9SN  318ISE  Alpne  WhrteTAntrvaou  Clotti.  10K - £17^95 

92J  319  Lagoon  GreertParchmarS  CWh.  39k - £11.495 

96N  315  SE  Au»  Bosiot  GreenTS«ver  Oorii,  6K - £16,995 

90H  315  H  Compact  Bright  Red/AMfi  t3o».  13K - .—£14,995 

93K  315  A  Lux  Tour  St@tng  S4vecAreh  CWh.  23K £11,305. 

Please  can  tor  details  of  our  complete  stack 

0181  367  2626 

0860  855850  Evenings  and  weekends 


L&C 


22J  3-.0  Toui  Re.',  esn  ..£  S.SSb 

32J  JJ6i  -D.-  Gr.’ritr.  CCK  .;  >.j  .i;-, 

3K3t*i  ijr  CLe.:-K  . tslC-55 

92 L  31ti  A  '  Llc  urr  ;;..c  C!?.?? 

I2:£-  SE  4Dr  Vsr.lm.v.  .ilA.SSi 
3-JMItSi  Cco Mcr.trta  S5=£ 

35NJlc.ADr  21;;^ . F'.E.Sji 

5^5- C.  Cpe  F'CsI.  SHR.... £15.555 

SSN  3  :=i  A  Cpi'  Arc:.-;  . CIT.aia 

5CH  OiO  2mr33u;  s« . £  7.5;; 

F-CH  Jla  Tew  Surrcsr ...  5.755 

aAL  jiij.  s=  Zr.tr.~i _  ,£u  £i~ 

T-i-WOVc:  SE  J  D.-  Cjyp  .o  ricT 
"T'-'OtJT;  Carnp  Spi  x-Z  ..£  iS.SCi 
MMSlSi Ccr.v  SVc»  ...  £21.555 
.10K  Orn  *  Cf  C-v,--,.  55K  £13,CD5 

Uf  SM073i  A  Ccr.v  M.  i«  .  £24.j«5 
'-S'i  £25 1  T  !»?TS2,  ;.  e  . r  pez. 

?5?>  323  CpeC;:;.-n.;i.  ok  £23  055 
.:-2S  325  Cpe  Cilycxc.  55K  £17.»?S 
91 H 325  ASE  S'erlie".  SHS-12.5'3 
2iL  22S  A  7C  A.p..-(  ESR..£13.:;S 

(S5M32ii  Se  r-' r'  "r.:-  £17... . 

225  Conv  Aulp  K  S3CC £25  5?» 

“-‘i  223  Cpt-  2:a:K.  ESR  ...£2a.pS5 
;22  Tour  V.  Hir.H  Seoc  £27  e  ;; 
5J.-(  328  Ccpv  A  Siiw. L'Pr r*1.223 

3S'I32Si  Cpr  Esp'-.r.  uSr  £  ?Cii 
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7  DAYS  01392  54387? 
24  HRS  0336  363005 


Heathrow 


0181  848  8866 

0802  611566  anytime 
OPEN  OVER  XMAS  WEEK 
EXCEPT; 

Christmas  Day, 

Bcxing  Day  &  .  — 

New  Years  Day  v  ^ 


BMW  In  Bedfordshire 


Badtatf  MM1 OEP 

Tel:  01234  380411 


WANTED 

QUALITY  USED  LM.VCARS 
CONTACT  DAVID  NOUN 


I 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28  1996 


privifc 


4 


% 


f 


r. 


5 


As  television  car’  advertising  moves  into 
overdrive,  Ian  Morton  learns  how  the 


message  for  the  same  wheels  has  to 
be  carefully  geared  to  national  attitudes 


Why  Papa 
and  N  icole 
don’t  go 
to  France 


Dramatic:  Peugeot’s  hero  figure  saves  a  little  girl  from  a  truck 


Antipodean  Bryan  Brown  sings  the  praises  of  Citroen  and  an  En 


Handbag-sized  hurri¬ 
cane  Ruby  Wax  wields 
her  mercurial  talent  in 
the  cause  of  the  Vaux- 
hall  Corsa.  Laconic  antipodean 
actor  Bryan  Brown  pragma  rises 
the  virtues  of  Citroens.  Peugeot’s 
hero  scoops  a  Small  girl  from  the 
.  path  of  a  thundering  truck.  Father 
and  daughter  pursue  their  sunlit 
saga  on  behalf  of  Renault  An 
Englishman  takes  his  Rover  200  to 
New  York.  Dynamic  images  whirl 
around  the  new  Ford  Ka. 

And  so  on.  No  prime  time 
commercial  TV'  programme  is  com¬ 
plete  without  its  car  ad.  Projections 
have  newer  been  more  creative, 
daring . , .  or  expensive.  According 
to  tbe  latest  available  figures,  major 
car  manufacturers  invested  a 
record  EI85  million  in  TV  advertis¬ 
ing  in  the  UK  last  year,  yet  this  year 
they  had  spent  more  than  half  that 
figure  —  E98m  —  by  the  end  of  the 
first  quarter.  It  was  the  same  story 
across  the  Continent.  Last  year  the 
total  TV  ad  spend  in  the  ten  main 
markets  by  the  top  15  carmakers 
was  nearly  El.lOSm;  the  first  quar¬ 
ter  total  this  year  was  £6Q2m. 

How  long  can  it  go  on?  As 
increasing  competition  forces  the 
motor  industry  to  look  continually 
i  for  financially  beneficial  shortcuts 
j  from  shared  research,  development 
i  and  manufacturing,  the  need  for 
i  budget  control  is  on  the  agenda  for 
]  marketing  departments  too.  A  sin- 
tgle  commercial  like  that  English- 
jman  in  New  York  costs  £750,000. 

■  So  could  new  efficiencies  be 
psked  of  a  glamorous  and  appar¬ 
ently  free-spending  medium  which 
host  practitioners  regard  as  an  art 
farm  in  its  own  right,  and  which  is 
iften  at  the  mercy  of  matters 
Beyond  the  control  of  the  bean- 
djunters  —  weather,  quality  of 
lfeht.  artistic  temperament,  illness? 

|  For  British  audiences  the  most 
patent  ads  have  undoubtedly  been 

SPapa  and  Nicole  series.  Con¬ 
ed  to  launch  the  Renault  Clio 
years  ago,  it  has  been  the  “best 
mailed  and  most  liked"  campaign 
in-  Britain  for  three  years,  and 
interest  in  the  characters  has 
generated  free  newspaper  and 
mdgazine  editorial  worth  Elm. 

And  the  campaign  has  done  its 
jobkupremely  well-  For  three  years 
the  Clio  has  made  the  UK  top  ten 


to  New  York,  images  in  a  market  that  has  never  been  more  creative,  daring ...  or  expensive.  Now  budget  control  is  on  tbe  agenda 


TV  AD  SPEND 


UK  total  95  (1st  quarter  9# 
Renault  £7.59m  (£8B8m). 
Peugeot  21527m  (210.9m). 
Citroen:  £15.8m  (£7. 7m). 
VW:£!5.3m  (£6.78m). 
Ftat£7.68m  (£5. 79m) 

Rover  £16.6m  (£6.3m). 
VsuxhaU:  £27.9m  (£9.54m). 
Ford:  £2B.5m  (£6.3m). 

BMW:  £4.92m(£1 ,25m). 
Mercedes:  £2. 13m  (£1.7m). 
Volvo:  £9.39m  (£1.77m). 
Honda:  £4.67m  (£4  39m). 
Mazda:  £1.6lm  (rva).. 
Nissan:  £  15.9m  {£8. 49m). 
Toyota:  £2. 19m  (£3  28m). 
Others:  f£12.7m  (rtfa). 
Source:  Optimedia.  Paris 


best-seller  list,  has  been  the  biggest- 
selling  imported  range  in  a  market 
where  60  per  cent  of  new  registra¬ 
tions  are  imports,  and  has  been 
instrumental  in  doubling  Renault’s 
.  UK  market  share. 

But  ffie  success  of  this  copybook 
campaign  also  illustrates  the  great¬ 
est  problem  faring  the  TV  men  — 
tiie  issue  of  nationalism.  While  the 
British  adore  Papa  and  Nicole  and 
the  series  was  also  successful  in 
markets  from  Holland  to  Chile,  it 
was  never  acceptable  in  France. 

‘f  I  ^he  world  of  Papa  and 
I  Nicole  is  France  seen 
I  through  British  eyes  —  a 
-L.  quaint  Peter  Mayle  idyll, 
a  sundrenched  vine-clad  France," 
says  Douglas  Thursby-Pelham,  of 
Renault  UK’s  London-based  agen¬ 
cy  Publiris.  “It  is  not  the  romantic 
France  which  the  French  know. 
You  cannot  exploit  nationalism  on 
its  home  ground  by  using  national 
stereotypes." 

Even  after  choosing  the  Papa  and 
Nicole  theme  for  English  consump¬ 
tion,  Publiris  was  at  pains  to  avoid 
"gratuitous  Frenchness."  says 
Tljiirsby-Felbam.  “Frenchness  only 
works  if  it  validates  the  product 
Berets  and  baguettes  might  be 
useful  French  symbols,  but  they  do 
not  validate  the  car.  You  have  to  say 
—this  car  will  enhance  your  quality 
of  life . . .  and  it’s  French.  National¬ 
ity  is  one  of  the  great  universals  of 


advertising  and  is  something  you 
can  export,  but  only  if  it  validates 
the  car’s  qualities." 

So  out  went  Frenchmen  playing 
boules  because  they  added  nothing 
to  product  communication.  Out 
went  French  dialogue  because  it 
would  distance  the  audience  from 
the  message.  Out  went  English 
dialogue  with  a  French  accent 
because  it  jarred.  j 

The, current  Renault  signature 
fine  “Voitures  a  Vivre"  !was 
dropped  because  most  English 
would  not  understand  it  —  though 
some  signatures  do  work,  points 
out  Thursby-Pelham,  and  “Vbrs- 
prung  durch  Technik"  worked  for 
Audi  in  Britain  "because  it  phoneti¬ 
cally  communicates  strength  and 
technology  although  nobody  knows 
exactly  what  it  means". 

French  TV  advertising  for  Clio 
produced  by  a  Paris  agency  used 
locations  well  away  from  France  — 
New  York,  the  Middle  East,  Mos¬ 
cow.  In  tiie  Moscow  ad  a  crusty 
Russian  general  in  a  gloomy  limou¬ 
sine  remarked  on  a  Clio  with  a 
pretty  passenger.  Gruff,  sardonic 
Russian  dialogue  between  the  gen¬ 
eral  and  his  young  driver  followed. 

“With  subtitles  the  ad  could  be 
run  in  any  country."  says  Thursby- 
Pelham.  “It  was  ah  example  of 
getting  round  tiie  language  prob¬ 
lem  by  emphasising  it  We  shall  be 
seeing  much  more  of  that" 

For  Renault  internationally  the 


Pastiche:  the  Nissan  Almera  is  sold  with  a  Professionals  touch 


most  satisfactory  TV  campaign  has 
been  the  ad  for  the  Renault  19  — 
another  Publiris  effort  —  in  which 
the  car  seduced  a  handsome  young 
priest  from  his  calling.  An  unlikely 
scenario  maybe,  but  it  avoided  the 
pitfa Us  of  nationality  by  centring  on 
universally  recognised  symbols:  a 
priest  to  personify  virtue,  a  car  to 
represent  temptation.  Dialogue 
was  unnecessary. 

“It  was  conceived  to  a  central 
European  strategy."  says  Thursby- 
Pelham.  “We  produced  it  for  Brit¬ 
ish  Television,  but  it  went  to  19  other 


Whacky:  mercurial  Ruby  waxes  lyrical  about  the  Vauxhall  Corsa 

The  main  danger  of  tiying  for  the 
pan-European  ad  is  to  go  for  the 
lowest  common  denominator,  says 
Thursby-Pelham.  “It  produces  a 
very  bland  —  and  sometimes  a  dire 
—  result.  At  Renault  we  aim  for  the 
highest  common  factor  and  a  result 
which  is  creative,  watchable  and 
non -stereo  typical.  The  tempted 
priest  is  one  example.  The  Twingo 
campaign  devised  in  France  is 
another.  Cartoons  are  rarely  fa¬ 
voured  because  people  want  to  see 
the  car.  But  in  Twingo's  case  the  car 
was  to  be  projected  as  a  revolution¬ 
ary  concept,  and  it  was  up  to  the 
viewer  to  invest  it  with  the  sort  of 
personality  he  or  she  wanted. 

"A  number  of  themes  translate 
freely  across  national,  language 
and  cultural  borders  —  music, 
mythology,  beautiful  landscape, 
beautiful  architecture,  beautiful 
people,  carefully  managed  hum¬ 
our,  children,  animals.  But  it’s 
dangerous  to  be  too  preconceptive. 

“Using  famous  people  can  be 
massively  expensive,  and  the  dan¬ 
ger  is  that  tire  personality  takes 
over  from  the  product.  The  great 
example  always  quoted  in  the 
advertising  world  is  the  Joan  Col¬ 
li  ns/ Leonard  Rossiter  drink  ads. 
Everyone  thought  they  were  great, 
but  remembered  the  drink  as 
Martini  when  it  was  Cinzano. 
Using  famous  faces  can  succeed,  of 
course.  Ruby  Wax.  clever  and 
whacky,  sharp  and  sophisticated. 


countries  very  successfully.  Reli¬ 
gion  is  thin  ice  in  advertising,  but 
this  ad  showed  the  dangers  of 
prejudgment.  1  thought  the  Catho¬ 
lic  countries  would  not  like  it.  but 
one  of  those  that  most  adored  it  was 
Italy,  where  it  was  filmed. 

"What  was  important  was  that 
for  the  first  time  we  had  started  to 
think  about  Europe-wide  needs. 
We  contacted  Renault  agencies  in 
other  markets  offering  filming  to 
satisfy  their  specific  needs.  They 
told  us,  we  filmed,  and  they  shared 
the  production  costs." 


puts  across  the  generic  values  of  the 
small  car  very  well.  But  this  is 
'borrowed  interest',  h  means  noth¬ 
ing  in  itself. 

"Sex  is  difficult.  What  you  can 
show  in  Scandinavia  you  can’t  get 
away  with  in  Turkey.  Legislation  is 
a  minefield  of  course.  What  is 
allowable  in  one  country  is  banned 
in  another.  How  you  use  children 
in  advertising  is  a  case  in  point. 

"Nationality  remains  at  the  core 
of  the  subject.  By  and  large  the  car 
consumer  is  pretty  ignorant  about 
cars,  but  he  knows  about  marques 
of  car.  and  the  one  thing  he  does 
know  is  where  a  car  comes  from. 
Therefore  he  accepts  certain  of  its 
attributes  because  of  its  nationality, 
and  makes  automatic  points  of  dif¬ 
ferentiation. 

■"W"  "V  Xhether  you  exploit 

%  \  /  this  in  advertising 
y  1/  depends  on  whether 
Y  ▼  nationality  is  rele¬ 
vant  to  what  the  product  delivers. 
Going  big  on  the  Malaysian  heri¬ 
tage  of  Proton  would  add  nothing 
because  being  Malaysian  signifies 
nothing  to  the  consumer  in  terms  of 
cars.  Spanishn ess  adds  nothing  to  a 
car  made  in  Spain  because  that 
country  produces  purely  European 
cars. 

"But  everyone  knows  that  estab¬ 
lished  nationality  informs  the  audi¬ 
ence  about  the  product.  When  you 
say  your  car  is  German,  everyone 
knows  that  you  imply  Teutonic 
efficiency  and  robustness.  Saying 
your  car  is  French  implies  flair, 
individuality,  a  special  quality  of 
life.  Saying  your  car  is  Italian 
implies  performance  and  design  in 
the  pure  sense  where  form  follows 
function.  A  Swedish  car  brings 
with  it  an  automatic  awareness  of 
safety.  A  British  car  implies 
tradition. 

“In  the  UR.  France  and  Italy,  the 
audiences  prefer  images.  In  Spain 
there  is  a  slightly  old-fashioned 
attitude  which  inclines  to  the 
macho  approach  and  likes  the 
success  implicat  ions  of  upper-medi¬ 
um  and  executive  cars.  Scandina¬ 
via  has  a  preoccupation  with  safety. 
Italians  like  to  see  their  cars  going 
fast.  In  France  and  England  we  are 
more  comfortable  with  stories  into 
which  the  car  fits  —  a  softer  sell, 
with  the  car  as  part  of  lifestyle." 


If  you  don’t  like  my  voice,  you  get  the  Big  Ben  Banjo  Band 


No  Christmas  holiday 
period  would  be  com¬ 
plete  without  Sir  Har¬ 
ry  Secombe.  The  veteran 
entertainer,  who  celebrates  50 
years  in  shoivbusiness  in  1997. 
is  recreating  his  role  in  Pick- 
wide  at  the  Apollo  Theatre, 
Oxford. 

Sir  Harry,  a  popular  pre¬ 
senter  on  Sunday  evening  TV 
programmes  such  as  Highway 
and  Songs  of  Praise,  made  his 
West  End  debut  at  the  Wind¬ 
mill  Theatre  in  October  1947 
shortly  after  he  had  been 
demobbed.  He  worked  along¬ 
side  Tony  Hancock  and  came 
into  contact  with  Peter  Sellers. 
Spike  Milligan  and  Michael 
Bcntine. 

Their  development  of  a  new 
form  of  radio  comedy  fed  fo 
the  Goon  Show.  They  became 
pan  of  the  nation's  heritage 
artd  were  adored  by  millions, 
including  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Ho*  did  yoa  first  learn 

to  drive?’ 

in  1940  when  I  was  stationed 
tilth  the  army  in  Usk.  i 


demolished  three  concrete  bol¬ 
lards  in  the  marker  square.  I 
was  in  a  three-ton  trade.  The 
officer  in  charge  passed  me 
anyway.  He  made  only  one 
proviso:  “Any  time  you  are 
taking  a  vehicle  out  let  me 
know  and  HI  stay  in  the 
barracks." 

What  was your  first  car? 

A  pre-war  Humber  saloon.  I 
bought  it  from  a  member  of 
the  show  I  was  appearing  in  at 
Torquay  in  1950.  I  paid  £40. 
which  was  £30  too  much.  If  I 
drove  over  25mph  the  win¬ 
dows  wound  down.  I  had  to 
pay  £5  to  have  it  towed  away. 

What  car  do  you  drive  now 
and  why  t 

I  drive  two:  a  Mercedes  500 
SELand  a  Jeep  Cherokee.  But 
never  at  the  same  time. 

Do  you  like  driving ? 

Around  the  countryside  near 

my  home,  but  not  the  journeys 
up  to  town. 


Andrew  Pierce 

talks  to  Sir  . 
Harry  Secombe 

What  is  your  most  hated  car? 

The  Ferrari  two-door  F50. 
Because,  at  1329,000,  I  can 
never  afford  iL 

1V7iar  is  your  dream  car? 

I  have  already  had  it.  A  scarlet 
Thunder  bird  drop-head  coupe 
with  white  leather  upholstery 
which  I  bought-  new  in  1956. 
Unfortunately,  it  was  a  left- 
hand  drive  -and  not.  very 
roomy,  but  the  burble  of  its 
exhaust  was  sweet  to  the  ear.  I 
still  dream  about  it 

What  is  your  wont  habit 
in  the  car? 

Singing  along  with  the  music 


on  the  radio.  My  voice  is  a 
safety  hazard  ai  close  quarters 
unless  the  windows  are  open. 

What  infuriates  you  most 
about  other  drivers? 

When  they  drive  about  25mph 
and  then  speed  up  when  you 
try  to  overtake. 

1  If  you  were  Secretary  of  State 
for  Transport,  what  is  the 
first  thing  you  would  do? 

Restrict  the  rimes  heavy  lorries 
can  come  thundering  into 
inner  London. 

What  is  the  most  unusual 
thing  you  have  done  in 
your  car? 

When  filming  in  New  South 
Wales,  Australia  in  mid-sum¬ 
mer  I  derided  to  drive  to  the 
outbade  for  a  family  picnic. 
We  found  a  lovely  spot  and- 1 
laid  out  the  food  on  a  table¬ 
cloth  on  the  ground.  Within 
seconds  we  were  were  sur¬ 
rounded  by  hordes  of  flies  and 
insects.  It  was  tiie  only  rime  I 


have  had  a  picnic  inside  a  car. 
with  the  windows  wound-up. 
and  an  outside  temperature  of 
more  than  100  degrees . . .  and 
every  biscuit  a  Garibaldi. 

Have  you  ever  had  points  on 
your  licence? 

About  30  years  ago  I  was 
caught  in  a  speed  trap.  It  was  a 
sunny  day  and  I  was  singing 
along  with  Housewives’ 
Choice  on  the  radio.  Suddenly 
a  helmet ed  and  bicycle-clipped 
constable  nicked  me  for  doing 
40mph  in  a  30mph  zone.  After 
he  had  taken  down  my  partic¬ 
ulars.  he  asked  far  an  auto¬ 
graph  for  his  mother. 

What  do  you  listen  to  in 
the  car? 

I  never  miss  the  hourly  news 
bulletins  on  Radio  2.  Some¬ 
times  I  play  Viennese  waltzes 
if  my  wife  is  with  me  because 
they  are  her  favourites,  rf  I 
have  any  recalcitrant  passen¬ 
gers,  1  threaten  them  with  the 
Big  Ben  Banjo  Band  cassette. 
Ir  always  works. 


Sir  Harry  and  his  Mercedes  500  SEL  still  dreaming  of  the  scariet  drop-head  Thunderbird 
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THREE  GREAT  MOTOR 
RACING  CALENDARS 


Historic  motor  racing'evmis,  famous  racing  drivers 
and  their  cars,  superbly  reproduced  in  three  titles. 
Motor  Racing  -  the  Pioneering  Days  and  The  Golden 
Age  of  Motor  Racing  both  printed  in  fine  duo-tone. 

The  Greats  of  Motor  Racing  in  full  colour.  Many 
unique  photographs  are  presented  in  these  A2  size 
calendars  making  them  truly  ideal  gifts.  Please  allow 
seven  days  for  delivery  from  receipt  of  order.  Order  by 
December  10th  for  guaranteed  pre-Christmas  delivery 
(posted  services  permitting ). 

KENBE  REPRODUCTIONS 

Unit  25.  City  Industrial  Park,  Southern  feud.  Southampton  SOI  5  JHC 

Telephone  orders:  01 703  225020 
Fax:  01703  222491 


A  CLAY  RECAZZ 


R  SPECIAL  OFFER!  SAVE  £4 
SET  OF  THREE  £“2Q  cn 

S  CALENDARS  L37.50 

OR  £14.50  EACH  poyr&^S-tc 


To  KENBE  REPRODUCTIONS,  Unit  25,  City  Industrial  Pari?,  Southern  Road,  Southampton  SOI  5  1HG. 
PlawwWtnettetalaw^cdenotaE  Mane  T«fe 

Set  of  three  aiendm: 

_ Sett*  £3950  per  set  Total  f _  Address _ _ _____ 

Motor  ftxaig-  The  PionKrkig  Days: 

_ copies  9  EMJONdL  Total  £ _  Towl  _ _ 

_  a»a _ s-s* _ _ 

- u _ 

Signed  Date 


[  PORSCHE 


isa4:r.V-„l, I;).'? 


R  ms- DanmidUade  / 
paylibccAa. 

£15,995  ono. 

TefcOlSl  590  9599 
Mote  »S6 31745* 


MORGAN 

Spring  ddivery.  Puli 
cfiace  of  models  & 


0181  6620222(c)  or 
•1817771197(b). 


CARRERA  RS 

3.6,red/Wack 
leather,  LHD,  roll 
pyge,  12K  xmk&  1 
owner,  mint,  £37BL 

TeL-OWI  11991L 


PORSCHE  WANTED 


REGISTRATION 


I  enctase  a  atffied  dieque  made  paysfafe  to  Kenbe  Sqinxkjctians  fcK  Card  j  - - ~ 7 

£ _ ORDdaCn^VSst/Mastatanl/D(fta/EinxaRllar£. _  N°  1  ~  ‘  ’  *  *-  1  ■■■■  ■ 

WoQ  MawatdQ  DetaQ  BaoafdQ  Expitydatt  [  ,  "  .  "j  .  | 

PriR  «vi  be  rrinM  re  yoWKrcutt  art  aetilEd  fife  Itarnfr)  a*  retuned  UKtamagedwfthfn  Hc^ofmapLOfe  appBstoUXody 


-II- 


FOUR  WHEEL 
DRIVE  WANTED 


MAZDA 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 


Clive  Sutto^ 

|  Service  That  Xea’kiTbreaksDown  | 


The  UK's  finest  selection  of  pre-onmed  Jeeps 

North -Coundale  0181 205  8585 
Central -St.  John’s  Wood  0171 586  2000 
South -Balham  0181 672  9000 

The  London  Chrysler  Jeep  Dealer 


&  Jeep 


ftjppn  A  THE  UK'S  LARGEST 
A  *  SELECTION  OF  PRE-OWNED 

JEEPS  p 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 
WANTED 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 


XJS4.0 
New  Shape. 

1  reg,  mv  58k.  18  mtta  en 
vnay.ewcmtRnnn 
Red,  Uhr.  afc.  dec  n.  hake 
afloyv  ooapn. 
MSS*. 

Tefc  #1276  62121/  453*9. 


SOV4.0 

m/.L«rB,MaGtV,Sk 
mb,  Smv’r,  CD,  I  OGKtr. 

£39,200  ono. 
0181  2018744 . 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


Lancaster 


LONDON 


Tel:  01732  456300 


F  READING 


Tel;  01754  345555 


Tel:  0181  302  0333 
A-Ivxjis  OS  36  27A497 
MEBfrr  CHRISTMAS: 

■  Unynli.cwW^-^Qr  |  |  je-.niai.vi  ijelinr 


Out  ol  hours:  0589  5907^=5=*  ^^^532^ 


WE’LL  TAKE  YOU  FURTHER  ... 
LANCASTER  JAGUAR  AND  AIR  MILES 

MILES  and  At  JIfing  boat  krgr  are  WwwtIu  gf rilR  .MILES  huenutiotud  HoWing  ,V.  K 


DOUS  JAGUAR 

<  U<  >VI  M  y>< 

mtt— — — 


If  you’re 

paying 
over 


Bdritb  Baciaa  Green. 
Gone  MKtffc.  Won 
HueteRSH. 

Pitrthir  omwBtioe. 

£14,750. 

T«fcO!63* 729959 


1  AMS 

£20,000 

tel* 

0802352727 


■so: 


If  you’re 

paying 
over 


to  insure  your 

Jaguar 


1 AOO 

offers  over 
£5000 

01509  843670 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


LEXUS 


to  insure  your 

Mercedes 


CaH  now. 
Save  pounds. 

privilege 

INSURANCE 

BnMBWfta  MM  Bantu*  Bean*  rtt 


:  -I 


1994 


stno,  A  reg,  Hustle 
green,  excellent  cm, 
long  MOT.  FSIt 
ESR-Ucoal 
refinemaHs,  £5.000. 
01865658*5: 


tUd.  Btxudc 
MIdk  46X00 


944  S2 
3A  COUPE. 
Qisa  S*w,  own  dec 

Bhr«n,»fc.aff,a*n-  . 
immcfa,  CO,  fSH,  12  . 
mthsMOT&Tax. 

£13,750. 

01923445818. 


ATTENTION 
POBSCHE  OWNERS 

944  HA 

What  a  Christmas  box. 
£L500 

TeL  01584  781584  . 


C1ANS 

£4,850 

0122845967 

or 

0860730273 


Mercedes  32Q5L.  5  speed 
aoio,  air  exm,  cream 
leather;  8  hole  alloys,  i 
CD.  FMBSH,  sopert 
condition,  1  owner 
£42400. 

TeL  01625 859364 


E36TAMG 

124  LHD,  sflvccftriack 
leather.  38  MB  extras, 
12  months  MB 
warranty.  £49K. 
TckOMXU99U. 


PORSCHE 
OFFICIAL  CENTRES 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


jyJ.iyr,  F;r  D-mcm.tr.-,:!  or.  |  Open  Sunday  tOanj  •  4pm 


MERCEDES 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


WH  If 


CAMBRIDGE 


LONDON 

"I  "" '  'I' 


!SyTt 


9W  S2  Quanta - _,40T 

_  XWGA 

9W  «1  Hugs  Ins  Air - ST 

lb  al]  Onr  Customers  hist, 
PTesoit  and  Pntnw  . 
Merry  Cbrntmu  and  a. ' 
P«»*penw  Me*  Vest  IYiMb 

AHTbcTtean  AtCoUfeMter 


01223  37237 2  j£5  C1S1  983  4444  ri  oiaossssaotT 
04  68  23791  1  ir-il  C850  96891  1  lOj  olio 


We  pay  top  prices  for  your  quality  used  Porsche. 
Please  call  Ian  Clark  on  0831  344705. 


Use 


\1H// 


Lancaster 

The  largest  retailer  of  Mercedes-Benz  in  the  U_K. 


'anawenuaM.ra--  ..  .1 _ « 

CtBG.snKeMacs.mcEs.  ..  ZT 
J2S»E*$MWMo>liete«lf« —  — 1ST 
CWHtSBmMains.siur.i'K..  ..  ..81 

CaKSpWtMDmK.Ei.ie _ .JOT 

CZS0Spp4ICcmof«i*>rc«L.‘*aecJS!:  rg  ,_!0T 
CZKG^mttoapBMBiBKitAiabW  '« 
CZL  Sport  Kanamorme.  Mb.  *  edc  rw .  :5T 

JWEUMofew  KJ.iW  _ _ .J7T 

SDX»0»ml.at.ia^i _ _2H 

MK/wiea.ciwa;  rs,aa _ .1ST 

3«CE Mo mj sfc euLWys. (dMJB  ..SST 
E2»CC7p*MBnW.t».*s.».WiSSta  «T 

E2E3A=3ne.hLfc.aa.w»  &.aafS - 25T 

E2a5fcnnjiKEir.sftM.nsfK -  2ST 

EZaOfcM  ntt  eft.  (si.  tWW.  90ns.  CJS - TT 

EmewttfrrtaMnwe.tjfls.pfcaixi.'ie  .  .rr 

t32DAa»Mfca;,trtrtSiBClatirtM  itt  . 
E3BOeBW»fc*«.  We.tfc.efc.nl.  a  _« 
g  isMrtoc.  ?  sen  cw._Z3T 
E23DT Aaeoc.fc^c^, *,7(^053 ro. _  -77 
SSBfcnnM  l**»fc.C3.tWBaa>p.««-V7T 
WS-2«AaMm*  Me  !*.  nas.  W  147 
SUZ9fccgirec.tKfc.BK.its.Bh-fcs.0n  .  -TffT 


0t473  232232 

^hcuta  oaoo  open  suuoar  . 

wvwrJaacJsterplc.c.om.ipswi'ih^efcedtS 


We 


*3 


f 


33 


'■‘rnTl7rr-,r*i'«T‘'ri+,1  .*  'i.i 


rr 


UsedCsrsr 


01708  861321 


/CPCN  S’JH  1C-  A  HOUR 5  JCfF  E^O’A'N  or:**3  * 

v<ww.la^cnsiC!Tplc*ccrrv;  5  aktsi  dimmer  ted*.* 


0181  983  4444 


i.HOU«S  TTtPNEN  ff.AP.Ct  'Jit#  7^14? 

ASrVipUi  A;orn.'iowrrw:TCi:c3t^ 


-Li 


^  Spa 


ALAN  PAY 

L6ND0N. 


■MuaifcBfcwtl4»iiHmMjn 

MLWtm.Mts.wnviKleJr 


01992  514444  , 

A  MCL'P?  C  rr  ■:  I'iSi’l  CPC  W  \ 


0114  2753391 


—aWdB.B4.1ML-  .  mtffi 

«aK*h«tifcte. _ z2sw 

ilifaafc-_-  pnysg 

s*  bob  m. 

nLO**li «8te 

a*nfcu 


®  MS  lift  Sd»  Ik_ 

w  MU*,  ttfc  ust  ISLIH 


— _Nusa 


11121  435  1133 


I 


-  J£' 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  28  1996 


7 


•^^WJCKCUOE 


• 


Trucker  with  his  own  fan  club 


Kevin  Eason  on 
the  neat  fleet  of 


TED  DnCHBUHIWOHTH  NEWS 


Edward  Stobart, 
the  best-loved  and 
smartest  haulier 
in  Britain 


*3*? 


They  are  like  a  green  army 
on  the  move,  forming  a 
convoy  that  stretches  from 
the  north  to  the  south  of 
England. 

As  Britain  settled  back  into  die 
festive  season,  there  was  no  rest  for 
the  regiment  of  drivers  of  Britain’s 
best-known  lorries.  For  Eddie 
Stobart  is  Britain’s  most  famous 
haulage  firm  and  foe  man  who 
founded  foe  business  —  Edward 
Stobart  —  Britain’s  undisputed 
king  of  foe  road. 

He  is  foe  rally  trucker  with  his 
own  15,000-strang  fan  dub,  foe 
only  one  who  has  a  multi-million 
pound  merchandising  operation 
selling  everything  from  hats  to 
stickers,  mugs  to  model  trucks. 

.  in  fad,  Eddie  Stobart  trucks  are 
probably  the  only  ones  that  most 
motorists  who  cruise  foe  motor¬ 
ways  could  identify  readily,  thanks 
to  their  dramatic  green,  red  and 
gpld  livery  with  foe  name  Stobart 
picked  out  boldly  along  the  sides. 
Even  the  drivers  are  different,  the 
smartest  on  foe  roads  at  foe 
insistence  of  the  boss,  who  goes  by 
foe  name  Edward,  not  Eddie.  They 
wear  pale  green  shirts  and  jackets, 
even  a  tie  at  all  times;  slackening 
the  tie  or  taking  it  off  is  a 
punishable  offence  within  foe 
Stobart  organisation. 

And  foe  company  is  one  of  foe 
fastest  growing  in  foe  country. 
Edward  started  with  a  couple  of 
trucks  and  now  has  nearer  a 
thousand,  making  his  company  foe 
biggest  independent  private  haul¬ 
age  business  in  the  country. 

Without  Stobart  trucks,  foe  su¬ 
permarket  shelves  would  have 
been  empty  of  cans  of  beers,  lagers 
and  soft  drinks  this  Christmas. 
Edward's  trucks  have  shifted  thou¬ 
sands  of  loads  in  foe  weeks  up  to 
Christmas  in  a  unique  —  and  roost 
profitable  —  operation. 

Stobart  trucks  pick  up  the  empty 
cans  from  foe  manufacturers,  then 
transfer  them  to  Stobart  ware¬ 
houses  for  storage,  then  to  the 
drinks  manufacturers  for  filling 
and  then  on  to  the  supermarkets. 
Edward’s  operation  even  puts  the 
widgets  in  tends  of  thousands  of 
cans.  The  business  requires  mili¬ 
tary  precision  and  must  not  go 
wrong,  otherwise  the  trucks  end  up 
in  the  wrong  part  of  the  country  on. 
foe  wrong  day;  or  they  set  off  empty 


Edward  Stobart  with  one  of  t he  model  truck  merchandising  spin-offs  from  his  smartly  liveried  thousand-vehicle  haulage  fleet  He  started  off  in  business  as  a  schoolboy,  selling  sticks  for  firewood 


when  they  should  have  a  full  load. 
A  team  of  operators  controls  the 
lorries  on  a  £250,000  computer 
system  at  a  high-technology  nerve 
centre  at  the  Stobart  headquarters 
in  Carlisle,  shifting  lorries  from 
around  two  dozen  locations  across 
Britain,  and  from  manufacturers  to 
supermarkets. 

It  is  a  business  on  a  scale  which 
could  hardly  be  further  from 
Edward'S  humble  beginnings  26 
years  ago.  Edward's  father,  the 
Eddie  in  the  title,  was  a  struggling 
agricultural  merchant  when 
Edward,  the  second  Stobart  child, 
was  bom  in  1954.  While  foe  other 


kids  went  off  to  Saturday  morning 
cinema,  foe  ten-year-old  Edward 
Stobart  was  in  business,  collecting 
and  selling  firewood  for  three 
shillings  a  bag.  Within  two  years, 
he  was  selling  50  bags  a  week  and 
earning  more  than  most  of  his 
father's  drivers. 

By  14,  he  had  left  school,  a  small 
boy  with  a  stammer,  labelled  an 
academic  failure  by  frustrated 
teachers.  He  joined  foe  family 
business  but  was  soon  Itching  to  go 
his  own  way,  eventually  splitting 
foe  haulage  firm  from  foe  agricul¬ 
tural  supplies  business  started  by 
his  father. 


His  work-rate  became  legendary, 
not  just  working  in  the  office,  but 
cleaning  the  lorries  and  driving 
loads  himself. 

As  he  queued  with  his  truck 
for  a  consignment  of  cans 
at  the  huge  Metal  Box. 
company,  he  helped  other 
drivers  lash  down  their  loads.  They 
thought  it  was  a  remarkable  act  of 
philanthropy — actually  he  wanted 
them  on  their  way  so  he  could  load 
up  and  get  in  more  runs  than  them. 

The  work  was  24  hours-a-day, 
seven  days-a^week;  Edward  grab¬ 
bing  a  few  hours  of  sleep  on  foe 


shelf  of  a  filing  cabinet  in  the  office 
in  between  dashing  out  to  hose 
down  a  dirty  truck  or  volunteering 
to  pick  up  a  late  load  at  night 

The  punishing  pace  paid  off 
though,  and  lucrative  contracts  — 
foe  first  from  Metal  Box  —  came 
pouring  in.  Soon  he  had  20  trucks. 
then  50.  then  100  and  on  and  on 
until  the  green  and  gold  lively 
became  the  best-known  on  foe 
roads. 

A  few  inquisitive  letters,  asking 
who  ran  these  dean,  smart  vehides 
turned  into  a  torrent  demanding 
the  start  of  a  fan  dub:  the  Eddie 
Spotters.  At  motorway  stops. 


Stobart  drivers  are  immediately 
recognisable  in  their  uniforms  and 
are  often  asked  for  autographs.  The 
trucks  stand  out  in  a  crowd — and  tf 
they  don’t  foe  drivers  know  haw  to 
attract  attention  —  for  they  are 
taught  to  drive  into  a  depot  slowly 
and  turn  the  vehicle  so  everyone 
can  read  the  name. 

Each  lorry  has  a  woman’s  name 
emblazoned  on  the  nose,  and  now 
fans  write  in  to  ask  for  a  truck  to  be 
named  after  their  wives  or 
girlfriends,  daughters  or  mothers 
—  then  they  spend  the  next  few 
months  tiying  to  spot  it  again. 

Their  devotion  is  a  remarkable 


tribute  to  a  man  whose  meteoric 
success  withstood  the  recession  and 
now  threatens  to  outstrip  the  boom 
as  Eddie  Stobart  Ltd  expands 
inexorably  year  after  year. 

But  Edward's  business  philoso¬ 
phy  is  as  simple  now  as  it  was  when 
he  was  a  ien-yearold  boy  and 
bundling  up  firewood.  “We  never 
turn  any  customer  away  and  we 
always  do  it  at  the  right  price,"  he 
says.  “We  are  always  smart  tidy  — 
the  best  at  everything.  We  have  the 
smartest  drivers  and  the  smartest 
trucks  and  we  do  our  job  well, 
which  is  why  people  notice  us  and 
why  we  are  a  success. " 


Formula  One  freighter 


■  IT  WAS  appropriate,  just 
before  Christmas,  to  fallow  a 
star.  Stuart  Birch  wiles.  But 
this  one  took  me  to  Bishop's 
Stortford,  not  Bethlehem,  and 
it  was  rat  foe  bonnet  of  a 
MenwJes-Benz,  not  hovering 
in  foe  heavens. 

But  if  it  had  been  necessary 
to  carry  gold,  frankincense- 
and  myrrh.  I  am  sure  the  car 
would  have  coped  admirably 
with  vast  amounts  of  the  stuff 
it  is  foe  latest  version  of  foe 
Mercedes  C-dass  Estate,  the 
25-litre  turbodiesel  C250. 

Mercedes-Benz  diesel-en¬ 
gined  .cars  are  famous  foe 
world  over  for  being  foe 
automotive  equivalent  of  Me¬ 
thuselah;  they  may  nor  last, 
like  him.  for  969  years,  but 
they  are  likely  to  go  on  and  an 
in  terms  of  time  and  miles.  An 
example  with  more  than 
100.000  on  the  dock  is  no  great 
rarity  and  one  that  has  en¬ 
dured  a  decade  of  hard  use  is  a 

stripling. 

Without  a  turbocharger, 
though,  they  tend  to  be  a  bit 
lacking  in  fizz.  The  I50bhp 
turbodiesel  C-dass.  you  will 
be  pleased  to  know,  has  plen¬ 
ty.  In  fact  it  is  positively  quick. 

We  were  sent  one  with  a 
five-speed  automatic  gearbox 
which  suits  it  —  with  one 


ROADTEST 


C250  Estate  Tmrbodiesd 
Engine:  2497cc,  five 
cylinder,  20-valve, 

ISObhp. 

Performance:  Top 
speed  125mph;  0-62mph, 
10.4  seconds. 

Fuel  economy: 
(Automatic)  urban,  25.7  . 
mpgr  out  of  town. 

44.  Imp  g. 

Equipment:  ABS, 
driver  and  passenger 
airbags,  electric 
sunroof,  infra-red 
central  locking. 
Insurance:  Group  13. 
Price:  £27,430  (add 
£1,450  for  automatic). 


proviso:  foe  multi-valve,  25- 
Irtre  engine  has  loads  of 
torque,  which  generally 
matches  well  foe  electronic 
automatic  transmission  and 
the  car  will  storm  past  slower 
vehides  safely  and  surely,  ft 
also  cruises  quietly  and  easily. 

That  proviso  concerns  foe 
first  couple  of  seconds  of  its 
standing-start  acceleration. 
Entering  a  busy  London 
roundabout  often  calls  for 


careful  judgment  and  quick 
initial  acceleration. 

Flooring  foe  accelerator 
pedal  of  the  Mercedes  does  not 
produce  foe  snappy  move¬ 
ment  which  I  want  in  that 
situation  and  which  others, 
closing  rapidly,  quite  reason¬ 
ably  expect. 

But  just  as  surprise  is  turn¬ 
ing  to  mild  concern,  the  revs 
rise  sufficiently  far  the  whole 
act  to  come  together  and  foe 
Mercedes  powers  away  from 
the  pack. 

Questioned  about  this  ini¬ 
tial  dilatoriness,  Mercedes 
thought  it  was  because  the  test 
car  had  covered  few  miles  and 
that  it  would  improve  as  the 
mileage  increased:  1  wonder. 

That' aside,  the  turbodiesel 
engine  is  almost  sporty  in  its 
performance.  Despite  its  hesi¬ 
tant  start  it  will  get  to  60m  ph 
in  about  103  seconds  and  top 
speed  is  around  125mph,  says 
thecompahy. 

Of  course,  one  of  foe  main 
points  of  having  a  diesel 
engine  is  its  good  fuel  con¬ 
sumption.  That  C-dass  estate 
sees  a  mid-30s  average  and  40 
will  be  achieved  by  many 
owners. 

The  chassis  of  the  C-dass  is 
a  fine  example  of  how  to  do 
things  correctly.  Ride  is  firm 


The  turbodiesel’s  van-like  53.3  cu  ft  capacity  combines  with  a  wide-opening  tailgate 


but  comfortable,  handling 
competent  but  not  as  sporty  as 
the  3-series  Touring. 

Unlike  foe  Audi  A4  Avant 
and  BMW  3-series  Touring, 
which  do  not  pretend  to  be 
estate  cars  in  the  “freighter” 
sense,  foe  C-dass  has  a  good 
load-carrying  capability  but 
still  manages  to  look  stylish. 
The  load  area  offers  16.4  cu  ft 
of  space  with  foe  divided  rear 
seats  in  place,  or  53  3  cu  ft  with 


them  folded,  the  seat  cushion 
removed  and  loaded  to  the 
roof.  That  is  quite  van-like 
capacity. 

The  tailgate  opens  veiy 
wide,  and  loading  the  car  is 
easy.  Small  items,  fly  about, 
though,  because  there  is  no 
retaining  net  on  foe  floor. 
Relatively  few  manufacturers 
fit  one,  yet  its  cost-effectiveness 
is  unquestionable.  A  retract¬ 
able  dog-guard  is  standard. 


The  car  feels  quite  big.  and 
certainly  does  not  have  the 
neat  compactness  of  foe  BMW 
and  Audi. 

Build  and  engineering  qual¬ 
ity  are  of  the  highest  order  and 
there  is  particular  focus  on 
safety.  There  are  three  equip¬ 
ment  levels  to  choose  from. 
The1  test  car  was  in  Elegance 
form,  which  is  quite  luxurious 
but  you  pay  extra  for  a  radio  — 
and  for  air  conditioning. 


-  -  * 


Swede  with  staying  power 


■  THE  SAAB  900.  with  its 
stolid  Swedish  looks, 
professional  respectability 
and  common  sense,  writes 
Vaughan  Freeman .  H  h35 
also  established  an  image  as 
a  svmboU  reports 

CAP  Black  Book. 

Even  though  the  car’s 
relative  scarcity  on  the 
forecourt  makes  ft  a  bit 
pricey,  and  service  _  and 
spares  prices  are  higher 
than  some  rivals',  foe  I9S9- 
95  Saab  900  b  much  sought 
affix  This  is  because  foe 
Saab 900  will  run  for  at  least 
20DLOOO  miles  without  turn¬ 
ing  a  hair.  U  is  supremely 
.  strong  and  well  tafoL  an“ 


will  go  on  and  on  if  properly 
cared  for. 

Because  of  its  longevity, 
the  900  is  often  targeted  by 
dockers  so  watch  for  worn- 
smooth  gear  knobs  and 
steering  wheels,  indicating 
usage  greater  than  the 

odometer  daims. 

Watch  out  for  whistling 
turbos,  accident  damage 
and  chattering  turbo  blades. 

■  TOYOTA’S  SUPRA  is 
the  cheap  go-fast  car.  In*™® 
Japanese  fashion,  build 
quality  is  excellent  and  long- 


lived.  Even  early  models 
(the  car  sold  in  various 
guises  from  1986  to  1993)  are 
worth  a  look  if  cared  for. 

Once  wickedly  but  unjust¬ 
ly  described  as  a  “second- 
division  footballer’s  car”,  foe 
-Supra  gives  huge  amounts 
of  mpb  per  pound. 

Supra ’s  always  depreci¬ 
ate  quickly:  best  buy  is  the 
1991  J-reg  turbo  liftbadc,  and 
expect  to  pay  around  £10500 
for .  a  car  with  average 
mileage. 

Avoid  any  Supra  that  does 
not  come  with  a  service 
history.  The  Supra  cam  belt 
must  be  changed  every 
36,000  miles. 


■  POWER-HUNGRY  motor- 
sport s  fans  can  expect  to  have 
their  appetites  sated  when  the 
biggest  collection  of  Formula 
One  cars  to  be  seen  outside  a 
Grand  Prix  competes  ar 
Goodwood  Park  in  June, 
writes  Eve-Ann  Prentice. 

The  gathering,  which  is 
part  of  foe  Goodwood  Festival 
of  Speed  on  June  20-22,  will 
mark  foe  30th  anniversary  of 
Jim  Clark’s  victory  at 
Zandvoort,  when  the  Ford 
Cosworth  V8  FI  engine  which 
powered  his  iUrtus  scored  its 
first  win. 

This  year’s  festival  cele¬ 
brates  “decades  of  power", 
and  will  pay  tribute  to  several 


SPARE  PARTS 


other  anniversaries,  including 
Ferrari's  50th  birthday.  Many 
previously  unseen  Ferrari 
models  will  be  at  Goodwood, 
from  early  Grand  Prix  cars  to 
foe  larest  Ferrari  333SP  LMSA 
chassis  from  America. 

■  NEXT  YEAR  is  also  a 
double  anniversary  for  the 
MDIe  Miglia,  because  the  first 
was  held  in  1927  and  the  last  in 
1957.  The  festival  will  include 
an  exhibition,  of  the  rarest  and 
most  significant  Mille  Mi  glia 
machinery. 

John  Surtees  and  his 
championship  motorcycle  dis¬ 
play,  air  displays,  supercars 
and  rally  cars  are  among  the 
other  attractions  planned  by 
foe  festival  organisers. 


■  SOARING  sales  of  moped s 
and  small  commuter  motorcy¬ 
cles  have  prompted  Honda  to 
create  a  special  network  of 
dealers. 

Sales  of  50a:  mopeds  in¬ 
creased  by  38  per  cent  this  year 
and  Honda  plans  to  open 
about  20  new  centres  in  the 
new  year.  Hie  new  dealer¬ 
ships  will  offer  sales  on  foe 


doorstep  lor  the  new  breed  of 

commuterbike-buyers. 

"They  are  buying  scooters 
and  commuters  because  of 
their  low  cost  and  supreme 
convenience.  They  won’t  trav¬ 
el  30  miles  to  an  existing 
dealer,"  says  Dave  Hancock. 
Honda's  UK  sales  and  mar¬ 
keting  manager. 


Looking  ahead, 
I  can  see 
little  change 


Here  we  are  at  foe 
end  of  another  year. 
There  are  another  million 
cars  on  foe  road  and  we're 
all  studs,  in  jams  for  even 
longer.  Where's  it  all  going 
to  end? 


1  think  you  should  be 
addressing  your  ques¬ 
tion  to  a  soothsayer,  or 
perhaps  a  politician.  Per¬ 
sonally.  I  find  the  jam 
always  ends  just  about  half 
an  hour  after  you  are  ex¬ 
pected  at  your  destination. 

I’m  glad  you  can  take 
it  so  calmly,  doctor. 
All  J  bear  is  stories  about 
mammoth  hold-ups,  roads 
cracking  up  under  the 
strain  and  people  getting 
injured  in  road  rage  at¬ 
tacks.  It  sounds  like  for 
end  of  motoring  as  we 
know  it,  don't  yon  agree? 
Now,  now,  try  to  calm 
down  a  bit.  Yes,  the 
roads  are  getting  more 
crowded  and  I  sympathise 
with  your  frustration,  but  1 
don’t  think  motoring  has, 
well,  er,  come  to  the  end  of 
foe  road  yet,  if  you’ll  pardon 
my  little  joke. 

Of  course,  yon  always 
were  a  bit  of  a  smooth 
talker.  But  what  do  you 
really  think  is  going  to 
happen  to  foe  motor  indus¬ 
try  in  1997? 

Well  we  doctors  like  to 
start  with  a  bit  of  the 


DR  DASHBOARD 


Sure,  there'll  always 
be  a  market  for  “boys’ 
toys",  for  those  with  more 
money  than  sense.  But 
what  does  that  prove? 

Well,  firstly  a  lot  of 
these  new  sports  cars 


patient's  history.  The  late 
1980s  were  a  pretty,  terrible 
rime  for  the  motor  industry 
in  this  country.  Now  things 
are  picking  up:  if  1995  was 
the  year  of  the  people-mover 
then  1996 just  lias  to  be  year 
of  the  sports  can  Jaguar  XK 
8,  MGF.  Lotus  Elise, 
Porsche  Boxster,  BMW  Z3, 
Mercedes  Benz  SLK.  Fer¬ 
rari  F550,  Alfa  Romeo  GTV, 
Fiat  Coupe,  Renault  Spider. 
Name  any  maker  and 
they’ve  produced  some  sexy 
two-seater  this  year. 


are  affordable,  costing  no 
more  than  a  middle-range 
saloon.  Secondly,  history 
suggests  that  lots  of  sports 
cars  is  a  good  sign.  The  last 
time  there  were  so  many  on 
offer  was  in  the  late  1950s 
and  1960s  when  there  was  a 
real  burst  of  innovation  in 
car  design. 

Nice  theory,  but 
where  does  that  leave 
foe  rest  of  us  who  just  want 
an  ordinary  small  car  to 
get  from  A  to  B? 

The  other  big  growth 
area  is  in  the  mini 
class.  Almost  every  maker 
has  brought  out  a  new 
small  car  in  foe  past  few 
years  and  even  those 
whoVe  never  made  a  mini 
before,  like  Mercedes,  are 
planning  one  in  the  very 
near  future.  These  minis 
are  a  long  way  from  the  old 
concept  of  a  cheap  and 
cheerful  basic  car.  Mast  of 
them  offer  lots  of  gadgets 
and  automatic  minis  are 
increasingly  popular. 

Have  you  spotted  any 
other  trends?  What 
should  we  be  watching  for? 

All  right,  i’ll  play  foe 
soothsayer.  The  doc¬ 


tor’s  predictions  for  1997: 
Watch  out  for  a  rash  of  mini 
MPVs  like  Renault's  Meg- 
ane  Scenic,  Flat'S  Mulripla 
and  Citroen’s  Berlingo  con¬ 
cept:  watch  out  for  more 
gadgets  to  help  you  plan 
routes  and  avoid  jams,  like 
TrafficMaster,  and  watch 
out  for  gas-powered  cars  — 
it  could  prove  to  be  a  big 
growth  area. 
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Tiddler  on  the  root:  the  Cri-Cri,  world’s  smallest  twin-engined  plane,  about  to  make  its  flying  bid  for  the  Guinness  Book  of  Records 


The  Mitsubishi  Shogun 
lined  up  an  the  runway  at 
RAF  Kemble  in  Wiltshire 
and  hurtled  into  wind, 
gathering  enough  speed  for  an 
attempt  at  a  world  record  takeoff. 

It  was  not  an  example  of  hope 
triumphing  over  physics,  for  die 
four-wheel-drive  vehide  was  acting 
as  the  worlds  smallest  aircraft 
carrier  —  and  had  the  world's 
smallest  twin-engined  aircraft 
latched  to  its  roof. 

As  the  Shogun  reached  TOmph. 
the  French  Cri-Cri  aerobatic  plane 
piloted  by  6ft  lin  Thu  Senior  was 
unclipped  from  the  Shogun  and 
soared  skywards. 

The  flight,  on  December  17,  is 
now  being  hailed  as  the  world’s 
first  takeoff  from  the  top  of  a  car 
and  Shogun  has  applied  for  a  place 
in  the  Guinness  Book  of  Records. 
Negotiations  are  also  underway  to. 
use  the  duo  in  an  adventure  film. 

“We  bit  the  bullet  and  decided  to 
try  it  for  the  vety  first  time  in  front 
of  the  press,  and  it  worked,*  says 
David  Miles  of  Mitsubishi  Moors. 

Now  the  Shogun  and  the  Cri-Cri 
—  French  for  cricket  —  plan  to 
repeat  the  feat  at  dozens  of  a ir 


shows  across  Britain  in  the  coming 
year.  The  aircraft  is  already  part  of 
the  Mitsubishi  Flying  Shogun  Dis¬ 
play  Team,  which  is  run  by  the 
AeroSuperBatics  team  based  at 
■Rendcomb  in  Gloucestershire: 

The  idea  of  finking  a  car  and 
aeroplane  in  some  sort  of  display 
was  first  mooted  nearly  eight  years 
ago.  But  it  was  not  until  September 
this  year  that  foe  Cri-Cri  became 
available  and.  after  that,  the  new 
aerobatic  technique  tod:  just  six 
weeks  to  perfect.  -  - 

Air  flow  tests  were  carried  out 
and  a  roof  rack-style  contraption 
designed  to  cany  foe  aircraft.  It  is 
foe  car  driver  as  well  as  the  pilot, 
who  ultimately  decides  foe  moment 
of  take-off.  "The  pilot  and  the  driver 
are  in  twojway  radio  contact  and, 
when  the  pilot  is  happy,  foe  driver 
releases  a  dip,”  says  Miles,  ; 

The  oddest  part  was  taxiing,  you 
are  sitting  there  with  nothing  to 
do,"  said  Senior.  "The  Shogun 
accelerates  foster  than  foe  Cri-Cri 
would  on  its  own.  As  the  air-speed 
increased  £  called  Three . . .  two . . . 
one . . .  now!*  and  the  driver  let  go. 
The  aircraft  lifts  off  quite  smartly, 
though  you  have  to  lift  the  nose,  but 


I  had  absolutely  no  worries: about , 
ft.  The  driver  was  a  lot  more, 
nervous  than  I  was." 

The  Cri-Cri  weighs  just  1651bs, 
with  a  16ft  wingspan,  is  13ft  long 
and  4ft  high.  This  compares  with 
the  Shogun's  5,9971b  weight  and 
15ft  6in  length. 

When  it  comes  to  speed,  however, 
the  aircraft  has  the  edge,  with  the 
plane  having  a  top  speed  oflbSmph 
and  the  Shogun  a  maximum  of 
I13rnph.  The  piggy-back.  Eft-off 
plane  cost  £40.000;  foe  car  is  just  a 
shade  cheaper  at  £38,000. 

The  record-breaJdng  take-off  will 
be  displayed  at  this  year’s  Badmin¬ 
ton  Horse  Trials  in  May,  which  are 
sponsored  by  Mitsubishi. 

More  than  two  million  Shoguns 
have  been  sold  in  158  countries 
since  its  launch  in  1963  and  its 
attempt  to  get  into  the  rerard  books 
was  inspired  by  links  which  Mitsu¬ 
bishi  has  forged  with  aviation. 

“For  some  time,  Mitsubishi  Mo¬ 
tors  in  the  UK  has  been  looking  far 
an  opportunity  to  combine  an 
aerobatic  display  with  one  of  its 
vehicles  which  could  be  used  practi¬ 
cally  in  front  of  large  groups  of 
spectators,’' said  Miles. 


Win  a  weekend  in  a  show-stealing  supercar 


THE  AUTOSPORT  Interna¬ 
tional  Show  next  month  is  a 
must  for  any  motor  racing 
enthusiast  But  today  CAR 
96.  together  with  Privilege 
Insurance  and  the  Maroos 
sports  car  company,  offers 
one  reader  a  chance  to  do 
more  than  just  ogle  the 
spectacular  machines  or 
watch  the  racing  round  a 
figure-of-eight  indoor  track. 

Enter  our  £2300  contest 
and  you  could  win  an  ex¬ 
pense-paid  weekend  for  two 
with  a  supercar  straight  off  a 
show  stand. 


As  ninners-up  prizes  in  our 
competition,  there  will  be  ten 
pairs  of  tickets  for  the  show, 
which  runs  at  Birmingham’s 
National  Exhibition  Centre 
from  January  KHZ  Privilege, 
which  specialises  in  policies 
for  drivers  who  may  find  H 
difficult  to  insure  elsewhere, 
is  the  sponsor  of  the  British 
GT  racing  championship. 

To  mark  its  link  with  this 
spectacular  branch  of  the 
sport  it  will  feature  on  its 
stand  a  Marcos  LAI 500.  foe 
roadgoing  version  of  the 
Wiltshire  company's  racer. 


INSURANCE 


which  won  its  class  at  this 
year’s  Lc  Mans  24-hour  race. 

Our  winner  will  have  the 
Marcos  to  drive  for  a  week¬ 
end.  and  enjoy  a  night  at  a 
hotel  of  his  or  her  choice. 

All  you  have  to  do  is 
answer  these  three  questions; 
I.  Who  was  nmner-up  in  this 
year's  Formula  One  world 
championship?  2.  Where  was 
this  year’s  Motor  Show  held? 


3.  Who  won  this  year's  Net¬ 
work  Q  RAC  Rally? 

The  winner  must  be  aged 
25  or  older  and  foe  prize  must 
betaken  within  six  months  of 
the  dosing  date. 

TheAutosport  Internation¬ 
al  Show  features  foe  latest  in 
racing  and  rallying.  Britain’s 
World  Champion.  Damon 
HilL  wfl]  be  there  together 
with  other  FI  stars  like  David 
Couithard.  Mark  Blundell 
and  Johnny  Herbert.  It  is 
open  from  9am  until  6pm  on 
January  10-12.  Booking 
Hotline.  0121-767-4747. 


Privilege  specialises  in 
affordable  insurance  for  driv¬ 
ers  who,  because  of  their  age, 
car.  occupation  or  driving 
record  find  it  hard  or  costly 
to  obtain.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  call:  0990  998800. 


Telephone  your 
answers  with  your  name, 
address  and  telephone 
number  tor  0113-2001440. 
Closing  date  January 
6.  Calls  charged  at 
normal  rates 


Privilege's  stand  has  a  Maroos  LM500,  the  roadgoing  version  of  the  Le  Mans  racer 
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ST.  JOHNS  WOOD 


MB2GTTBAR 

Metallic  Caribbean  blue/ 
bbdc  feather.  22Kmls,  . 
FSH.  CD,  alloys.  I  owner, 
+  demo. 
£17A0Qcra»; 

TEL:  81704  875495 
01244653638. 
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